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Divine Pedagogue * 
ET O R WCobor® 

The "Aﬀar ed Way to Heaven. 


"Di geſted FIFE EE Dialogues.” 


* ]. Betwcen our. Saviour and Man, compriſing, 

the Whole Duty of Man towards hjs Crea- 

for: * which is to Feary, Love and Serve him 
wich all his Heart and in all Submiſſion. 


* Between Deodaris and Deſiderin;, exhibit- 
- Ing ſeven devout Medirations upon the ſeven 


Mylterys of our Savieurs n with-godly 
Prayers referring to.cach Medidyrion : Alſo 
"what Sinis, and of its dreadful Effects. 

v Ci Between the Chriſtian'S6ul and ics Ecernal 


Spouſe towards his perfect en joyment, as far 
as granted in this life. 


A Work newly ModePd and divided into three”: 
Parts by 70. Weldon EE 
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PEELEL EEE 
Tithe moſt Virtuous,and Right 
Honourable Lord Henry 
Arundel, Baron of War= 


der, and Count of the 
Empire, SCC. 


F any of the Criticks of this Age ſhould 
cenfure my Acceſs to your Lordſhips 2t- 
quaintance now, being an abſclute Stran= 

2er to yorr before; 1 hops he will be through- 
ly fatisPd when I ſhall tell him, the Per- 
tumes of your Vertnous and Pions Life, were 
ſo fweet, the Commendations given me of 
| youre moſt Illuſtrious and Amtient Farmly, fo 
great , and extraordinary Charming , that I 
ſoon was moy*d to purchaſe ſo great and 
bleſgd a Treafure; for a Man muft not; nor 
cant he (if he wonld) be a Stranger to Vertue 
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Tothe maſt Virtuous,and Raght 
Honourable Lord Henry 
Arundel, Baron of War= 
der, and Count of the 
Empire, SCC. 


F any of the Criticks of this Age ſhould 
cenfuare my Accefs to your Lordihips 2t- 
quaintance now, being an abſclate Stran= 

ger to yotr before; | hops he will be through- 
ly fatisPd when I ſhall tell him, the Per- 
tumes of your Vertnons and Pions Life, were 
ſo fweet, the Commendations given me of 
your moſt Illuſtrious and Amtient Farmly, ſo 
great , and extraordinary Charming , that I 
foo was moy*'d to purchaſe ſo great and 
bleſgd a Treafure; for a Man muft not; nor 
cant he (if he wonld) be a Stranger to Vertue 
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?tis lodg'd; being it is that per- 
d which makes the complement of a 
Iy-life,.. and it alſo has an attraCtive pow- 
'tO draw all mortals, even the. moſt wick- 
d.among %em to its admiration and praiſe: 
2: It's. allow?d by all who pretend to a per- 
fect-knowledge of yoar Lordſhips Pedigree , 
that Fortitude ( which. we call the contempt 
of all hazards agreeivg with reaſon) was the 
Taiſing ,of your friſt Progenitour, and a wor- 
thy Prerogative ever ſince entaiPd on all his 
Poſterity. Tradition which alone pglves life 
27." to the beſt of Hiſtorys, and which alone can 
+  Tevive in; our thoughts. the memory and bra- 
i... Very too, of paſs'd Tranſactions , will tell 
.-- you that He was one of the greateſt Heros 
.- of his Age, a daring man, who fear*d no- 
142-7 thing more. than the weakneſs of being affe- 
&ed with Popular Glory ; yet did the World 
extol very much the greatneſs of his Courage, 
- the Wiſdom of his Condutt, and the famoys 
Renown of all his glorious actions in Hnnga- 
ry; Where He was imploy'd by his Imperial 
_ Majeſty. againſt the Turks, againſt whom he 
. »,., Often fought, and ſq often worſted, that their 
«+. 4. Inſulting Courage faiPd them tn ſo greatia 
RANoPns meaſure, as his very name became as dread- 
We-+; fol tO them, as that of Talbot was formidalle 
Bwiga'y; to the French ; nay it was with them an _ 
| S _ 
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Dedicatory. 


@yal means. to quiet their mrvly..Children t 
to: threaten chem with the” great' H/nndels 
coming. _ hdratglooo: 6 
His Valour porchagd him ſo great' an Eſti4 
mate with his General, that he was the only 
perſon of all his Fi:{dOfficers, he reid ups? 
onto ;manage the moſt perilous etiterprizes 
of War, and ſach Adventures as- were ſaffier 
ent to terrify rh#® moſt expert in Martial Diſs 
cipline. - He was no leſs in His Imperial Maje> 
ſy's fayour, Who had 'on ſeveral Occaſions 
made experiment of his wiſe 'CongnEt, firni 
Reſolution, and great Courage; and therefore 
having refoly'd in Counſel to lay Stege to'a Epran 
ſtrong City which the Tarks had poſſeſſed: fof Ry 
ſeveral years before, He appeinted hit chief Hanube 
Commander of a conſiderable Army with Ot was 7 
ders to reduce it to his Obedience, which he 5 Sir 
-moſt willingly accepted; for he was hore 5A 
ambitious of being reputed Loyal to his Ma- _ x 
ſter, than made happy with all the Riches and zþ. year 
Treaſures of the World ; wherenpon he rook 1595. 
; leaye of His Majeſty, and immediately marcl? »hichdr 
towards the 'place ; where he was no ſooner 4&i 
.arriv*d $ afcer having drawn his Lines, and —_— 
.; Provided all other neceſſary things for” the phus 
curity.and welfare of his Camp, but kerais*d red bi 
bis; Batterys, planted' his Cannons , and” itr a cout7 
ſhort. time made a conſiderable breach in the **=W 
It: | A 3 * | | Walls 3. » 2H 


Walls yiant® then refohing upon) 4 geen an. 


ſat; head a Coyngil andſp 
them ?in''this: manner. Gentlemen, +4 —— 


R&igton, Ve abt againſt 4 Praplerthaf are Gear!) 


cortain that He is altogether as powerful ta defend, . 
mm from the annoiance of out enemiys, and bring. 
rie pon- #5 off ſafe without the | leaſt havm;, 'a4 He 15 
—_— i, ro” reward. our Souls = an eternal; 
0B. mwieht. of Glory, if we dyes in [0 # Quars 
a ret ; _pckaangts ne el [a+ ſe Chriſtian 
| Account ,".will undoubtedly mous the Heavens ta 
| (Kt? ants Jhower gown. the ſweet influences of their .contt+:\ 
_ wal Bleſſings upon all our re/peitive Hamp 
EYILASECT 17.2 þ | 
._**- - This: ſhort and efficacious Speech inflam'd: 
{the heayts-of all his Officers. and Satdiers. ſq: 
45; - Extreamly, that they all Vow'd ungaimoufly! 


.7772:::1ives! in; the aCtion ; ; which be immediately. 
began, and- maxching in the Front: of -thegy 

1d Mets. gave the firſt on-ſet" like a. Thundring Fave 
in his-greateſt Storm-z or like anaggry Hear: 

in. his'ſfhaxp; Conflifts and Bloody Yan 


id Eg Froy or like a furious Hercwlns iy the Lybinm 
boraſk: beating gown he ob Clan ae 


aſpi- 


weihave'in band i gloriaus becanſe i618 for nr. 


entavys as. well as ours 7" aud the work, we «ve upe> 
orh\ is bothihonvurable and' meriterions," for we anon 


> -:::t0 follow him; though they ſhould loſe their: | 


of :the--Grerian Legions. before the Walls of 


SOD oem occns wow Rx 


Dedicatory, 


afpiting, Oaks that came in his wayz:ſo did-/ 
he beat: down to the very ground :as-thauly «! 
proud Turks and rinbetieving Heatheds :4s' 1 
came ' within the reach his -dreadful-- 
ſtrokes, © He' was the very firſt Perſo thats. 
enter*d the Breach, ScaPd- the Walls, and-: 
with his own hands -palPd down. the: Zalf- . 
Moon, and planted the: Spread Eagle in-its:: 


lace. St. want 
F This no leſs brave' than botd Attempt des- ..., , 
priv'd the Enemy of Conrage, made ?emm quit +1114 
thefr Poſts' confuſedly, and brought ſo gtear- > 
a Conſternation upon . the Cirizens that- they . * * 
all laid down their Arms, beg'd for p 
mercy, which he was as forward to grant » ſubjecth 
as they were deſirous to' obtain -it;5 to let y,jeniure 
them know , that as he had the Courage fo ſuperbos,. 
fabdne them, he had alfo the Piety.to ſpare are wwe 
their lives. O what unſpeakable Joy did w»orvy 
the News of the taking of this ſtrong City 2-74 
create in the Emperours Court , and-indeed gjanCan 
over” alt Exyope, but eſpecially in all true querox,.. 
Eagif hearts? What an extraordinaty fa- 
isfaction: was it .co them! to hear and fee 
their Noble Conntry-man: ſo highly extolPd 
by aff the World for ſo great and ſo renown- 
ed a Victory ? "His Imperial Majeſty was 1 
tefs" joyful” at the good ſucceſs of his Zagls 
Champion, neither _ he cettiſs- £6 

A; 4 


- him 
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.kim-for &, famons an_ Action, for jat his/re- 
Korn 4v*Courr he created him with. all "the 
*SdIcmnity- imaginable, Count of. the." Empire., 
"8nd entajPd the ſame Honour pponthe-Heirs 
-6f his Family for ever , with any other 
Priviſedges and ſpecial Favours , which are 
. inſeparable from that Illuſtrious. Title. 4; 
AFractibs” The eternal Wiſdom of God. declares o- 
on"; = penly thar ſuch will be the Fruit as was: the 
Mach» 16 Tree, and: the goodneſs of- the, one .may be 
| eaſily diſcern*'d by trother. My Lord, I have 
given'you a true and faithful deſcription af 
. your moſt renowned Progenitor?s great :At> 
chieyements,. Martial Exploits, Loyalty, Vas» 
Iour and Conrape ; , by which we- may rea- 
ſonably ccnclude,, that the whole Series. af 
his noble and numerous Race were much,of 
the ſame temper when occaſion was offer*d; 
witneſs your raiſing. a Regiment of Horſe 
upon your own Coſt and Charges for the de- 
fence and ſupporting King Charles the Firſ; 
and his Royal Prerogatives againſt the. baſe{k 
otrve” of Uſurpers, the moſt "cruel of Tyrants,.and 
wml, the very worlt of Subjets ; The ſeveraland 
| periiovs hzzards you have expos?d your: ſeif 
to in mazifeſting your Loyalty , as. well, it 
Battcls' and Stirmiſhes ,, as.10 Storming and 


Bravery as could b> performed. by the,moſt. 
: 35k 90008 90 LORA RM 


taking of Towns' and Caſtles, with as, mugh' 
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expert #n the Stratagems, of War, "il '& a 
-convinctig” ' Argument To. 3 frer-A 
.greatneſs 'of your COS. and: 


:petual "Evidence of your 'pnſported: rh? 


0s rar 


which ' was always reputed to. be. bg chi 
ground of your happy. Riſe, the king! {upr 
port of- your Noble Family, and ,wall, be in 


the-other World a moſt. gloriqus, Flower. to * ' » 
i, 88 


complear the Beauty - of your Eternal. Crown. 
- But as Brave Men muſt expect. to the zots'd 
when they Steer their courſe againſt the Stream 
of Fortune,: and work againſt Wind-and Wea 
ther; "Almighty God who diſpoſes, of all 
things to the. beſt advantage of his; beloved 
Servacts has ſuffer'd your noble Family to be 
notably ſuppreſs*d for a time, and to groan 
pnder the heavy weight of great Perſecuti- 
ons and Troubles which were, in a manner, 


equal-in number -to the afflickions. of Holy7ob, Job 1. 


for your Chileren were taken violently from 
yous and made cloſe Priſoners, your Vertuous 
Lady was confin*'d another way, your Plenti= 
ful Stock of Cows, Horſes and Sheep. driven 
away. by the Rabble, your Manſion houſe ta- 
ken and plunder'd.by the Enemy z yoor-whole 


Eſtate expos'd' to Sale before. your Face, ang- 


your {elf after all was forc'd to Travel- into 


Foreign QTountreys for a ſubſiſtance , yet; in? 


all theſe diſaſters you were never heard to 
x: repine 


vr *h 
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Jzow! s repine..at your ill Fortune, for you acconnts.!| Ex 
t{ong ed all your worldly 'Subſtance to be only adi yo 
Lbiis ſuis VeMtitious, and the: temporal Bleflings which-4 ha 
neque flul- you had from God, A Deo data, and theres"!] ye 
f m quid fore you 'were-as willing to part with thetn $21] yo 
taut of he was free to recal them, itt order to ex-19| of 
= rc) your Patience, How well the generows!) th 
Job 1. 21. diſpofitions of your 'noble mind ''agree with th 
22. the jabred inclinations of thoſe tnnocent Cre$i? dy 
Plivy of tures of -your Coat of Arms, appears in this, if ha 
_g ” 4:7" chat you have perfornyd by the light of Grate! wi 
$.1%r; What they do only by the tnſtin&t of narurezil ki, 
for when. any of their little ones fappen' 'to'Þ Pl 

bz afflicted with Blindneſs , they fly with all} Ca 

ſpeed into a certain Hand of the Sea, whence'? at 

they bring a little Scone which they know has!) frc 

the vercue of reſtoring their fight , and you'] thy 

my Lord, in all your affliftions, have made!\ vir 

your moſt humble and earneſt addreſfes'to4 An 

Efay 23 Jeſus, who is the tried and precious Corner! 
15s © Stone lodg*d in Zion for a foundation, and 
who alone has the power to make all ourafs 

fiictions (tho? never fo bitter) ſweet and com! 
fortable. The Swallows have another -pro-? 
perty;no Teſs remarkable, they feem to touthy 

the Earth with- their Wings, yet the” teaff 

grain of its Duſt caryc ſtick ro their Feathers,' 

becaufe they are no fooner down, than up?i 

che Skies out -of all-Mensſight;, _- 4 
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Dedicatory, ' 


Londſhip:has always perforn?d , for thovgh- 


yous Fortune be contiderable., and that; you 


havg:a competent ſhare of rhe World*s wealth; 
1! yeronothing - of its fteeting .droſs comes near”. 
your: heart, already poſsefs*d with the love ' 


of.God: who: will not admir-:of a Rival, *nej- 
ther-are you" 'refolv?d to entertain any; and 


'y though your Body has endur'd- a cloſe and te- 
'! dians Confinement for Juſtice, your Thoughts 
{ haxe been all the time ſporting themſelves 
# within the encloſure of avaſt Eternity, or tz- 
1 king: a fore-taſte of the everlaſting Joys aid 


Pleaſures pf Heaven. ?Tis true, the manifold 
Calamitics of thoſe fad times were ſo ſharp 


e'! and;eerrible that many Catholick Families felt - 


from their Religion, and went to Ckurch- ras 
ther than be depriv*d of their Eſtates and Li- 
vines; but yours my Lord, was tied faſt to the 


Anchor.of Faith,and ſtood firm on Perers Rock, 


unmoy'd with: any external violence, or other- 
wiſe; fo little mov'd, that all the Commori- 
ons:and Troubles, the: Malice and Rage of 
thai: miſcreant Foes could invent in order t0 
remove their /hearrs from God, were no-more 
tathem than is a ſhower of Hait on the Roof 
of: a Houſe, that. crackles. and skips off again, 
— oy doing: any camage '1to the Inhabi- 
SSI 013353 0 | 
;Fs1 wy Lord, for. a Man to holdup 
dy (O08; his 


Job. 1. 
16.17.18. 
Tob.1 20. 
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his Head in a Calm, but to maintain his Pol! & 
when others have quitted their: ground, an xic 
there ro ftand upright- where: others are.beaw! Jix 
en down; this is' Divine and-praife worthy! xa 
and this is what you have vigorouſly perforgud! bt 
in your days; induc?d to 1t as well bythe good 
jin{trudtions as the: rare examples'of -your Noi F 
bc Parcnts and Anceſtors ; * for The" one ' with up 
tiPother is very powerful to ſtir us up to'Hg re 
roick actions ; nay the Hiſtory alone of :facl{ jn 
large and maſculine-Souls is ableto inſpire any! xi 
Man with generous TI houghts, 'and make hid}! th 
tong to be in Action, and doing ſomething that! - 
znay be beneficial to the World, as proteCting| gr 
the innocent, upholding Tie weak, deliverin}! Pt 
tiPoppreſſed , relieving the poor, cloathing} m 
the naked, cheriſhing the diſtreſſed Widows VC 
and Orphans; this was the: only thing wr ye 
id! ne 
VC 


the holy Fob and the righteous Tobias ; 
value themſelyes upon ; It was likewiſe: 
pious and conſtant practiſe of your. renown?! ar 
'Anceſtors, and the ſame.is now ſettPd in yout! an 
Lordſhips Breaſt where it ſhines to all; mes] {© 
admiration, and no wonder, for 'your:[Table! wi; 

as never feen without Strangers no more:thai! [th 
your Door without a number! of Poor; whoſt! 9'c 
ſeveral Neceſlitys' were copiouſly ſupply*d:a8! [cc 
due time and good order z you have, befdes! 4: 
p:cſerv'd Thouſands of His Majeſtics _ 268 "48 
; rony 


Degicatory. 


Po] from Starving; and Hundreds: of the Ir:hNz- 

and] tion - are 'oblig?d to your. Lordſhip for their 

eats] lives; "this is 'Praiſe-wortby. indeed, and. the 

by xachec that they care a- people which, theic 

pvd! Loyalty +and' their Zeal of. Religion haye de- 

2of 4 to: the deepeſt abyſs of misfortune , 

& for beſides looſing all their earthly ſubſtapce 

ith! vpon ſo honourable an account, they are hated, 

Is reviPd, and fpit at, even by thoſe, that ſhould 

all in all equity and Juſtice love, reſpect. and. chc- 

iny! xiſh them, and bring others to do the ſame by 

19! their own Examples ! 

hat! - "But as Abraham's liberality to Lor, with the Gen. 22, 

ing! greatneſs of bis Faith, gain'd him the powerful "= 

09! Protettion of Heaven,and the promile cf a nu- 

merous Iſſue,I hope the tame favours will attend 

your Lordſhip, and be the reward as well of 

ſ your Charitable Inclinations tor the Poor in ge- 
nerat., as of the rare examples of Piety and De- nc] 

yotion you give your Children, and which they 

7d! arefaithful ro follow as well at home as abroad; _ 
andthe rather,that they know them to be the ef- — 

Ss {eatial Ornaments of true: Nobility, and 1hat ;/4- bone. 

| without them, a Gentleman born is no mere, | 

l than he who is a Clown by bis ExtraCtion. 

| 910They know: full well my Lord, that whoever 

0! 'converſes with the proud ſhall be puſt up,, thac 

| #-taſtful acquaintance makes a Man laſcivious, 

j ad the way toſecure a man from wickedneſs is 

ow £00! TO 


+1 
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 towithdraw from.the examples of. its-it. istof 0 
mich to have them near.us,. but more to hay 4 
them inus. They know likewiſe that ill exam 
ples, pleaſure, aud eaſe,are without doubt,great] +: 
corrupters of manners; and as anill Air may en -1'- 
danger a good Conſtitution,ſo may a place of ill i'i 
examples endanger a good Man. There be ſomy :+ 
even of the higheſt rank who ought to influency - - 
their Inferiours with Piety and Devotion, tha 
take a Priviledge to be licentious, fo that the 
meaner ſort are hurri*d on by their 11l exampley} - 
to all manner of diſſolution. And this perfett} 
knowledg of the preſent Corruption of this un- 
happy Land, prevents them from hankering 
after ſuch places ot perſons ; ard makes then 
take more pleaſure in their Cloſlets than they 
can expect to find in their debanch*d Com! 


pany. : F 
*Tis this vertnons and godly diſpoſition 
your noble heart and Family which moy*d me} - 
co bring this pious work newly modePd, under! 
the ſhadow of your gracious Proteftion. The! 
very Ticle of the Book ts able to make yout} 
Lo: dſhip afteCt the perufing of it,and I am cer- 
cainthe ſubftance thereof will give 2 farther in- 
creaſe to your Devotion, and alſo contribute 
much to the reducing ftrai'd Sonls to the right 
uaderſtauding of their Duty to God, which will 
x6? 


* F redound to your greater Glory, being .it is by 
to 5 your means it appears to the World our of che 
my obſcurity of my Confnement, who am 

am '£ Cf. <4 | 

. n 6 ' Tour Lordſhips moſt humble 
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1 Fi [Y : 
4 »; 


and moſt Obedient Serugnt 
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and brought out of nothing the Heavens,the Earth, 
the Seas, and all that is contained within their 


Precintts, to exhibit as yet a more remarkable in-._. 


ſtance, and a more glorious evidence of his Eter- 
nal Wiſdom, he, did fully reſolve to ſtart out of. 
the Bowls of the Earth with a Faciamus, that 
Microcoſm Man, and give him an aſcendent pows+ 


er to keep all other Creatures in Subjeftion : He. 


w4s moulded indeed (a5 to his Body) not very un- 


lhe to Terrene and Bruit Animals ; but as to by \ 


Soul, if not equal with the Heavens and heavenly 


Spirits, atleaſt be was not much inferior to them; , 


for its certain that in the whole Univerſe thore's 


nothing worthy any difference (if compar” d with... 
the Soul.) Gold, Silver, Femwels, Pearls, Fires: 
Moon, Stars, and the very Sim it ſelf, which with. 
its reſplendent Beams brings a ſolemn joy over the. 


whole 


He# God the grand Archite(b of . 
the Univerſe had compre the 
vaſt Fabrick of this viſible Worid 


_ 


—cc 


; 
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| ſider mn his Soul.) For you-muſt know that he does 
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whole ſurface of the Earth, are of no Eſtimate 1#t 
ber regard; becauſe that with a Were only God 
| gave them all both their ri /e and their « ft CO which 
was to ſerve Man, and pive him all their atten- 
dance, The wonderful Structure of humgne bo- 
days a ſufficient demonſtrgtion. «f his E xgellency, 
fir, whereas God had created all other thims with 
a ſole Dixit; as David ſays, he muſt come himſcif 
in perſon to the Creation of this little grear Ma- 
ſter-piece ; fir## be prepares the n:ceſſary matter 
for this Conſtruttion, then be Breaths into-tt the 
Spirit 0 Life, and after he ſhapes him ta the lize- 
| neſs of the priniitive and principal Beauty : But 


feitual reſolution to. devolve upon him an abſoiure 
Suprematy over all the F | >ps of the Sea, the Fowl; 


Mgn even. before he was wafted over from No- 
thing to. 4 Being, was openly declar”d Lord of the 
whole Univerſe, and was after introduCd there- 
#nto, at to his Royal Palace, already furniſhd 
with all Neceſſarys and Varictics buth for his ſub- 


all this Honour was exhibited to him only upon the 
Account of bis participated reſemblance of the 
Divine Trinity, by which alone he does infinite- 
ly exceed all terrene Creatures ;, ſo that every 
mortal Man may be deſervedly terwd a petty 
Divinity (efpecrally when the Grace of God. re- 


not 


Gen.1 26, 


to what end? Jt was, ſays Scripture, with an ef- 


Ibid. 2t, 


| of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Earth; ſo that 


ſoſtence and pleaſ! ure. But you muſt concetve that 
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wot bear this reſemblance of God in hu Boay, bux 
within his Sonl, becauſe that God 45 a pure Spirit 
methout any terrene medley, and conſequintly cart 
be perfeitly repreſented by any Corporeal Image, 
Its then within the facultys of bus Soul that 
Man bears that reſemblance which gives him an 
aſcendent power over all other earthly Creatures, 
Viz. in his 1femory, Underſtanding, and Will, 
where God 1s {Hill Preſident, and conſtantly pre- 


ſeat as in his Imaze and T brone ;, ſo jteady, that | 


he ir more intimate tothe Soul, than ſhes to ber 
own Subſtance: For the Eternal Father does re- 
pleniſh ber Memory with bus Ommipotency, tbe Son 
does illuſtrate her Underſtanding with his Wiſdom, 
and the Holy Ghoſt does enflame her Will with bu 


Charity; and even as God the Father, God the 


Sor, ani God the Holy Ghoſt are not Three, but 

- One God in Three dijtinft Perſons; ſo the Memos. 
yy #5 the Soul, the Underſtanding tus the Soul, the 
Wi is the Soul ;, yet not three Souls, but one in 


- each Body, bearing thoſe three diſtini Dionitys, 


wherein the Image and likeneſs of God does ſhine 


to admiration. 
"Tis true, our Sins may deface this Image with. 
#72 our Souls, however they cawt utterly blaſt it ; 
fer it #s an inherent property in the Wiched as 
welt as in the Juſt ; but with this diſiiatticn, that 
the-Richteous are a lively Image of God, whereas 
' the Wicked are indeed a ſort of an Image of God, 
bat a very obſcure ons © however the Divine Boun- 


ry 


—_ 
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Py i fo much” emamour*d with the Sexl*heidevored 
to himſelf with the impreſſion of 91s lanwge to be 
bs dearly beloved Spouſe; 'thar be can't be:remo- 
ved thence; thoncb the Devil ſhould worm our 
ber conſent to debaſe hs Image with all the enor- 


| mity Tmaylnable. R 


' "Mrevver the Soul leans" over, and'tends to- 
wards God her Spouſe, with fy preat # weight of 
natural unclimation,” that\ nothing im this biorls 
ts able to repleniſh ber capacity, or ſerisfy ber 
mind but he alone, who of his own Nature is In- 
finite good, incircumfeript, and Immenſe. The 
Dipnry and Excellency of the Sonl muſt there- 
fore be truly great, that all tWallarinz jets, 
and attraftins pleaſures of this World cant 
' Content her, thotgh they tay barter her aff etti- 
' ons for a trabt of time, and may perhaps now 
rand then provoke. her 'to their earneſt and has 
: purſuit, yet rhey wils never make her happy ;, for 
when ſhe thinks to poſſeſs thtm, thry fly away, 
and leave ber nothing but an everlaſting diſplea= 
ſure to have ſettled ber affettions upon %m, ſhe 
is of ſo unſatiable a capacity that all the mus» 
" mificence of the Univerſe is not able ta content 
ber, none bat her Heavenly Spouſe can afford 
© her true Conſolation, perfett Tranquility and Foy 
"without ary mealey of diſpleaſure. Whatever Spce 
* tes ſhe riceives within her beſides that of her Cre- 
*-ater , whatever objett (he embraces befides her 
Gott, es Setitioms, Killing, Vain, and ſavoirs 
, A 2 noe 


= 
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me of rerfett Gall, than of the [1 weet Hone-: 
of real Comfort. Wk 2 
As for.the Body, who is able to expreſs the won« 


wiſe and Heavenly Architett has mnited thoſe 


aerful Fabrick, thereof ;, let us conſider how the | 


: 


two Natures (the Body and Soul) ſo'contyary one | 


to thother in all reſpetts, and has linRd them 


rogether with ſo ſure a knot of true friendſhip, | 


that they cawt be ſeparated withont- a deal of 


- 
: 
: 


? 


Violence and Grief. Let us alſo conſider how | 


man( as if be were naturally aversd to the Earth) 
looks with his face Heaven-wards, whence he 18+ 
cerd his Creation and Dignity, and where he 
does expett his final repoſe. . This favour be re- 


ceivd from God above all other Creatures as a pe- | 


euliar evidence of his good Will for him, *tis alſo 
a memorial to him of his incumbent duty to God, 
that by his upright look be might conceive the 
weighty Ovligation be lies under to think always 


of heavenly things, to tread under foot all earth-" | 


ly affairs, and never to harbor any vile or ſor- 
aid thoughts in his mind. TIS 

This was the happy State and Condition of 
Man before his diſmal Fall ; for then all his Sew* 
ſes, his Inclinattons and Powers were perfettly #-' 
nited, far from the leaſt motion of any Rebellion, 
and entirely ſubmitted to tÞ* Empire of the Will 
Then Reaſon paid ber bumble Submſſion, perfeit 


1 
« 


| 


: 


I 


& 


| 


Obedience, and a compleat Homage to her Crea* | 
tor alone ; and that perfeiÞ ſubmiſſion of Man, to+ | 


- gether | 
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gether with his faithful concurrence to the Will of 
God, brought upon him the great Bleſſings of a 
profound Tranquility, of a grateful Accord, of a 
frm Peace, .of verf1th juſtice, cf candid Innocen- 
cy,. of unſpeakable Purity of heart ;, fo that he was 
4. plentiful Source of all good Qualities, of all 
Vertues, and of all kind of Happineſs. But 
alas ! no ſooner did he expell from his heart the 
Lave and Fear of God, to give ear, and obedience 
tothe malicicus diftates of the Infernal Serpent, 
no ſooner did be forſake his Heavenly Spouſe, to 
proſtrate himſelf to his Rival and mortal Enemy 
the Devil, no ſooner was he ſo impiouſly bold as 
zo.cancel the Divine Precept at the fatal requeſt of 
his ſilly Wife, but he was miſerably degraded «of 


all thoſe glories Prerogatives, and ſuddenly deje- 
ted from that happy State into an Abyſs of ſuch 


Evil and Woe, that you would hardly believe him 
to be the ſame Man. His little Republick, which 
was before his Rebellion in a profound Peace, fell 
into ſo great a diſorder, that no two were of 
one mind ; the Will was contrary to the Under- 
ſtanding, and Reaſon was oppoſite to beth ;, the Spi- 
rit repr”d at the Fleſh, Wa Fleſh rebelPd agai nt 
the Spirit, and gave him no Reſpect or Obedience, 
becauſe be did the ſame to his Creator, Why ſhoutd 
Z. aggravate his misfortune more than really it 
was *' [ will only fey what is mojt deplorable, and 
likewsſz 'moft true ;, all things happend. to poor 


4 Man after his Rebeflion quite contrary to his ex- 
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pelation, which was to be happy for ever. His: 
Memory, which was (whil& he remain'd in the\. 
ſtate of Innacency, and whilſt be tugg*d at the Oar 
of Obeaience) repleniſh with all good, and even 
with the,.Surnmum Bonuin, had taken fo 'great 7" 
draught of Oblivion (not out of the River LethicosY | | 
but from the Forbidden Apple,that he hardly knew 
or retain'd any thing but Wickedneſs and Penny 
The Underſtanding, which was alittle before won) * 
derfully Il uminated with the Knowledpoe of G 70d, A 
became ſo deſperately involv?d in the darkneſs of | * 
a profound Ignorance, that he knew nothins in 
maxner of his Creators Projetts, and was alto: t+ , 
ther iono ant of his ways, The Will which wi 

all in a Flame of Divine Love, became ſo pers\ 7 
5) that like a Blind Mole, ſhe imbraCd Falk) * 
ſhood for Truth, Temporal for Eternal, Evil f A g 
Good, Carnal for Spiritual , and undervaliii | 2 
thoſe things wh:c might make her ha Ppy for eve, 

e retain'd nothing of her Junate an Primitiv F 
Goodneſs ;, nay ſhe lowed ſuch difordinate cour- 
ſes as Were enough t9 Carry nor 7140 headlong f ; 
everlajcing Perdition. 


Reaſon, mnich as a Monarch, ſrould keep thiþ "0 
prtty Prences of HMun”s a; jointed Republick' 2 


ſubjettion , having ab4icated his Scepter , roy! 
ther with all ':is Royalties became Tributary, at 

paid Homare even to his Va fſals, nay, be het 
himfei/ t0 be rubd , and fel by Bl hh wen 


cre 
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created to pay him their conſt ant and mo humble 
ſubmiſſion and obedience, DT OY 
 O ſad HMisforrune ! What, Mem thit note 
Creature who had from God ( as due by his Crea-' 
tion) an abſolute Supremacy over all rerene Crra-> 
tures, tobe ſo deluded , and worm*d out of all his 
Prerogatives by the Devil: craft, that e F414 nut 
the full command of himſelf ? He was, heretofore 
upright both of body ana mind; and was look'd 
upon as a divine Creature; But alas, he was ſoon 
after reducd to that low condition, as he might 
be very well compai”*d ( if nit to a Brute) at lealt 
ro a prodigal Child, who had revelPd away all 
his Birth-right, However , God of his infintte 
mercy-was pleas*d to receive him again imo fa- 
vour ; and after he had waſi\d off 11s ſinful ſpots 
with the ſacred Blood of tne New Teſtament , he 
| Eſpourd him to Chrift by Faith, This was an 
extraordinary Grace , and the wonderful produtt 
of a mot merciful God: /t was able to force 
Man's concurrence ( thourh he were never ſo un- 
grateful) to love and ſerve him for ever, Never- 
the-leſs , this miſerable Wrerch, has been an Ene- 
my to God even from his bloc: 'n7 years » and Dub 
lickly for ſook Jeſrs his praciors Redeemer, nay, 
he has impudently committed ſo many Adulterics 
with bus Rival, and mortal Adverſary the Devil, 
.46 Were able to divert him from Davins any fit = 
ir pvp ſie of by miſery. 
What thea miuft be done with Xin? mnt be 
| a 4 always 
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Kunjut - 1lmays perſevere in ſo foul aud borrid a Relapſe 

=: i: 1 Mut not he that falls firive to riſe again? If the 

jos -— Devil had the power and malice ro ebaſe him.t9 

ut reſurs tht extream misfortune; has not Jeſus a far 

gat Aug. - greater power to cancel his Contraft with that | 

mortal Enemy of mankind , and bring bim again | 

Rom. c.s. ito his Flock, as a ſtrajd Sheep ? For'St, Paul | 
v. 15 16, ſays, that Sin is not ſo powerful to deſtroy, as the 
17, &G gift of Grace ts to repair : If the fm ow Man 
| 94s been the fatal. occaſion of the loſs of many! 

Souls, the Grace of God through the Merits of ont | 

man Jeſus ChriFt can procure the ſalvation of a| 

far greater number : Man fell by bus own fault, 

but cawt riſe again by his own ſtrength; he wants 

one to help him out of the dunghil of Sin; he re- 

quires a God and man Redeemer to reſtore him 

with th? efſuſioa of his mot precious Blood.to 

«Ta [s, and this was mercifully per ſorm'd 

ro bim. ' 

What remains to compleat the grand work of | 

bis Sal vation, is, that the ſame Redeemer may al 


graciouſly pleafd to touch his beart with a #rut | 

Jo. 1 .. feeling of his ſincere converſion ; for he ſays hims- | 
ſelf that without bim we can do nothing; and 

that if a man abide not in him, he ts Cat forth at 

8 branch that is withered , and fit for no other uſe 

than tobe caft imo the fire, and burnt : Bat be 

fay: in the ſame place , that if we abiae in him, 

and his words in us, we may. ask what we will,\and 
it frat FL granuca to us, WW. hereupon the Sacred 
"+ be Rs oe Councel 
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ſe? | Councel ef: Erent , and that of Nice (uandacs Cl: Frid, 
the forth an: Excommunication, again all fe who Sef:6.», 
2.19] mill believey: or teach that 2 can operate.our Sal- Cn wo 
far} wation-z or be truly penitent Without the precedent | 0" © 
bat | #01100 of Divine Grace. And St. Auguſtin ſays, HA vi 
am | 'rhat there's nothin? more necefſary for ® man to 
'aul |. live , and die happily, than to be upon good terms 
the| -with God, who alore 1s able to create in our bearts 
fan! 'eghe motions of a true Converſion . He alone can 
zny * breed in #6: a bearty deteſtation of our ſins, and a 
one | firm reſolution to love him above all Creatures, 
f al ©  Meit gracious Saviour, thou art pleasd tocall 
ae, | thy Self in ſeveral places of thy boly Writ, our 
mts} - Father , our Brother , our Shepherd , our Spouſe, 
re-} and bait graciouſly couver”d with Sinners on 
im} Earth in order to their converſiou;, thou didit diſ- 
to? *rourſe a Samaritane , and a Harlot too, upon the 
al very ſame Subjett ; thou didFt overthrow a Saul 
| ro raiſe him up a Paul; and which i more , thou 1 Car.z4.1 
of | did} makg bim a Veſſeb of Tveftion. Thou ha#t 4 
al forbid us to have , or call any one our Maſter on 
-'Earth ; for that thou alone art our Maſter ;, and 
m-| - therefore I preſume to call thee our divine Peda- 
ud Wages and to honour this Book with that ſpecious 
itle, becauſe what it contains, 15 either thy Do- 
fe} #rine , or grounded at leat upon the ſolid foun- 
be} dation of thy eternal Vereties. The mo$ that 
mm Jean glory of in this Work, is to be thy unworthy 
ud} Aliniſter, and Steward to makg known thy ſacred 
ed Will, ' and thy divine Myſterys ro shy People, 


which 


ps — 


ces 
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which I have performd to the utmo#t of my 
Enxzeaveurs; for here. the Chriſtian Reader ſhall 
find ſuch deep Conſiderations, and powerful Meats, 
tations as mill divert him from hankering after, 
even the ſmallest Vices : They will tear all bu iff} ,, 
habits up by the roots, that they may never ſhoot)! \, 
again, and will extricate bis poor heart out of all 
19e fraights that commonly enſue a criminal apd:\ 7 
gulry Conſcience, They will teize a man (though\| | 
never jo cold in Devotion) to praſp at all: manner 7 
of Mortifications to ſatisfy for khus Sins, and ap*\| ( 

7 

| 


peaſe the juſt Indignation of the Divine Juſtice... 
They will deliver us from all blindneſs , aud pre-'| 
poſterous Frrors, enriching our darkneſs with 
lioht , and reftoring all troubPd Souls to 4 pro: 
found peace. They will hinder us from deſcanting 
apon other Men's lives and manners. They will 
make remote Forreigners , near Neighbours, and | 


Cement them in Chriſtian Charity. They w: ll | 


bring us to pry into" what ill abounds in our own 
hearts , and find there work enouoh to imploy our | 
pragmatical Spleen upon, without hunting after the: | 
ſins and imper *eibions of others. They will bring | 
Strangers to God's acquaintance, diſſolve all | 
aiſcords, 2nd make the Devil to deſpair of bu | 
aim, which u to blow the helliſh fire of aperpetual | 
ar ention into our Souls, They will conclude « | 
Leazne ef everlaſtins Peace with God, and (if we | 
believe Sr. Auguſtin) they are the complement of. | 
« happy life, and th anly immortal thing ay” 
ong 


£* 
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' my tor to Mortals: And no wonder, beins that God" 
ſhallf big ſelf 5 the firit , and principal Author of rhis 
edini} heavenly Exerciſe : For as ſoon as he had gzven'\ 
frer} the Law to his People, He declar'd it was his will Out. "ole 
* 16} ani pleaſure it ſhoxld be the worthy Subjeth of their 

09h! Ferious and conftant Meditation , fix my words, 

all ſays he, in your hearts , and in your minds ; have 
ara'\ them in your hands , and before your eyes , teach 
gn! them to your Children, that they may meditate 0n yHeut, g, 
mer them: Meditate upon thy laFt end, ſays the Holy 
ap): Ghoſt, and thou ſhalt never fin. This s alſo the Memorare 
ce. wholſom Inſiruttion which the holy Fathers have noviſſms 
re" leftis; this is a beavenly Leſſon which they would 144 © 1n 
ith) have us learn by all means. One while ſpeak to OT 
"0*'} God, ſays St. ſerome, and another white give his. 
ns) ear to what God ſpezks to you. In ſpeazing to God Ecclel. 7. ' 
all! we beſeech him to come to us with his Grace , in 40+ 
nd | hearkening to him we open our hearts to receive 
'W* tim: In ſpeaking to Goa, ſays St. Ambroſe, we $:, Ambr. 
PH demand of him bu Lights and Favours, in heark; 1 Ofc. . Os 
i ening to him, we recerve them, and ſhut them up 
| nur hearts, to conſerve, and pratt: ſe them upon 
g'' all occaſions. Thus ts likewiſe my Friendly Ad- 
it ' wice to you, dear Reader ; and 1 wiſh you with all 
s | my heart, the Grace of God to make good uſe of 
i this Bok, that your own Eternal Happineſs may 
s: enſue, 


A TABLE 


| A Table of the Chief Matters contain'd in this Dijologill ſe 

| -cal Treatiſe with a C or anM before the Numbers} 5 
which marks either a Subject of Conſideration or Medi 

Tation. = 


C4 
Hat no exteriour Agent without th? intertour word of Gol Co 
ll. T #5 able ro work the Converſion of a Sinner, C. Pag. t, | 
| "That God is more free to t4npart his Graces (and F avokit 
| ro Sqnn:rs.than they are ſollicitous to improve them. C, p:. 4. 
The manifold Obſtacles which hinder the Sinners C onver ſis, m 
|on, and how itrong and numerous are thallurements to Sin! 
|C. 9. ', 428 de 
| The mytives to Vertue are far more preſſing and more "in tt 
pumber, C. p.11. 4 
| The humble acknowledgment of mans innate weakneſs,an 
| he 
I'the wonder ful effes of Divine Love, C. p. 19, 
Il The nature axd properties of Divine Love, and bow it may # 


be obtaind, C.Þ. 26. . 


th 


| hat Man cart ſo eaſily attain to Divine Love by reaſi 
lof the manifold and great oppoſitions which are betwixt na- 
Igwre and grace. C. Pp. 32+ 

| The examples of Chriſt, and of his belaved ApoFtles ou't 0! 
LEarth, together with Gods formal Precept, aud th*aſſureth 
Ipromiſe of bis grace ; lays a weighty obli gation on all men 
Iro lead a Vertuous and Godly Life, C. p. 42. "af h 
i Why Sinners do often and earneftly implore thaſſiſt ance' J 
If Gods grace . without obtaining their requeſt, C. p. 50. 

| That God never refuſes any one the concurrence of his" s 
[prace nor,th*effetts of bis Prayers, if they be of decent and 
|veceſſary things, and that he is firmly reſalv'd to breakof 4.* 
b7 ice, C. P52, : How 


—_ 


oo 
edi 


wi can't deſpair without a mortal offence, C. p. 575. 


Gi 
ah, i 
wT 


# motive to a forrowful contrition, M. y 67. 


p 


it Soul. A. p. 99. 
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' How a Sinner by bis frequent relapſe. into Sin 1hay 
All ſonably fear he never was really contrite for bis bis'S $iRps | PE 


þ That a Sinner mu## fix his hope in God of whoſe m mercy y be 


The nature and neceſſary conditions of a true and per fe & 
| contrition, P. 60. 
The fatal conſequences of Venial Sins, and bow by de eprfer 


bring a Man to commit Mortals, C p- 65» 


The greatne 5 of Gods Lowe for Man is & moit prefſong 


The means which God was pleas'd to take in order to ren. 
deem Mankind is another preſſing motive to a ſorrowful 77 
trition, Mp. x 

What Chriſt as Jaffer'a: from his Cradle to the Croſs 1 LY 
only for the love of Man, M. P+ 74+ 

His Death and Paſſion ſhould breed in our hearts 4 morigt 
hatred: and zbborrence of Sin, M. p.78. 

Several other Conſuler ations upon the ſame ſubjet, able! 4 
move even a Heart of Steel to love God above all Creatures 
P.-$2. 

The benefits of our Juſtification lays a reghy ga 
#-us to love God with all our hearts, p. 

Several other deep conſiderations of the ſame benefit, Mp.91. 

The manifold diſaſters and miſeries occaſion'd by Sin, and. 
how we are happily deliver'd from em all by the benefit of our 
Juſtification, Ad. p, 95. 

The manifold and wonderful advantages of a Tuitifod 


The benefit of our Juſtification exceeds that of our we + 
9 and Redemption, 11, p.103, 
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= The Table. is. ; 
"Oe eerrainty of Death, and Wuntertainty'df* the boy of 
Death with the ſeveral and dreadful circumStances theredfi x 
« inoit preſſug motive todeteFF Sin, M.p.106. © 
© The particular judgment which is given” of the Soul' at hi 
depi/tin7 the Body, M. p. 114. oy 
© How dreadful wil the ſizhr of ber Tudve be to hey.,and whi | 
a@n7 {hes fhe ſhall ſuffer at ker Trial, M. p. 120. has. 
* Of the moFF Frith account which will be raken of the's; Cl 
i this particular Fudoment, AM. p. 126. Ws 
How remote is the Tudgment of Cod from that of Mia © 
and-of the ſeverity of his Chatiſements even'in this Lift, 


> S 


which we my eaſily conceive thunſpeakable Pigour of | bi 
piriſhments in tPorther, M, P. 133. A F 


Of the Torments which the Damwa ſuffer in Hell, Mp, 146 


re 


Of the Glory of Heayen, in what it conſiſts,of its great eftif © 


mate,and what we ought to ſuffer for the everlaſtin g purchy q*, 


theredf, MM. . 148. 

Of teverlaſting happineſs of the Saints in Heaven," 
of their glorious Prerogatives, M, Þ. 162. \ 
+ The little value that Chriſtians . ſer upon Vertue, and” bu 
their d:ſſolutions ſurpaſs the debauchery even of the worſt i 
"Heathens, M. p. 173. | "FIN 
,_ TheGodly feelings and Heroick exploits of Heathen Ph 
ofophers will certainly confound the Chriſtians in the Day 
"Zadoment, M.p. 188. "F | 
Of Hell, and of tWunſperkable and various Tor wen f 
' which the Damn'd ſhall ſuffer there for an Eternity.M.p.2 © 
** Of the ſeverity of Gods Fuitice, the rage and hp v 

| A 


© Devils, ana the horrid confuſion of the Damwd, occaſoll 
, by the full K nowledge of their Vanities, main F olty and wilf a 
*weolech of their Salvation, M. p.217, LE 


advice; 
fl \, The wonderful Au uerities of Gods Servants 46. well.in the 
4 in the New Teſtament in order to avoid the Toxments 
of Hell will be a main confuſion to ſuch Chritians 44 (ry &e- 
lictouſly 1 in this World, M, p. 226. 

If men be ſo outra viouſly cruel one to thiother, "ut Exceſ< 

ecyuel mujt the Devil be to the Damw?d in Hell bein pro- 
feſſed enemy to all manksnd even from the Creation, M-P.2.34- 
| . An babitual Sinner that puts off bus Converſion to the hour 
P\u of Death in expettation of a good Peccavi lies. under a moral 
FP M1 impoſſibility ta be ſavd, M. p. 248. 
1. The Love of ds ſhould repleni 'q, our hearts to that dee ree 
, to leave no place for any terrene or carnal aff ettzon, Mn, 76s. 
| An ample deſcri ption of thinoratitnce, incon$tancy, treas 
1.4 Chery, cruelty, and ny of the Wor Id,with ſeveral preſi "_ 
vr , relating thereunto, 7M. Þp. 278. 

. The Lutt of the Fleſh 6 its fatal attendance and brancl 
7, are moFt abominable in themſelves, moſt odious to $ fo 
.and the moſt deſtruttive enemies of our Souls, 7A, . 2 

» TWonly thing that the Nobility ſhould value them Dog 
po” is Vertue, how vain is theWiſcom of the World ?- Of 
by | - Corporal Beauty and Rich Apparel, and how tWone as well 
Fd « th*other has been the ruine of many Millions of Souls LAT. 
? 310. 
& a . That the State of Poverty 1s far more advantareous to the 
J Soul than-that of Riches, though it may not be ſo pleaſant. 70 
* | 


Mt mind, which ti never content, M. p.'327. 
| The CREE expreſſions of Christ, and the ſeutral em> 
Nees be takes upon himſelf in order to Jave our Souls are 
able ro withdraw all our ſcatted affetions from theW ere, 
--of ſettle them non him alone, 0. p. 346. 


i. 


The "y 
k Þ 8 
= 


The Table. 


ts ars falſe, bis Honours are vain, his Pleaſures are Poyſon, 
jak his Treaſures are Soul- K iling Thorns, M. p. 368, _ 
That they who after all Gods ſweet Inſpirations, loving Invi- 


tally. ſhall be in danger of eternal Deſtruttion, M.p. 384. 
A Check to Man, p. 391. _ | 
A Check to the Chriſtian Man, Þ. 395. 

A Check to the Religions Man, p. 402, | 
 AlWholeſom Advice tos Mankind in general, p 410. 


— 


_ * — ——— 


Erratg. 


P. 10. L.ult, R. remit. P. 26. M, N, R. h4c. P. 249! 
4. R. double. P. 254. M.N. R. eranſjit meſſis. P, 
N 


L.4.R. 

455 M. N, R. quo. P. 259. L. 12. R, axiom. P-.265i 
5 .* 
8 


27. R. Prophet. P. 271. L. 13. R, no more. \Þ, 
. M. N.R. putredini, P. 329. L. 26. R, not. P. 336+ 


- 


P. 374. L. 17. R. Micheas. P. 376. L, 21. R, wers 
P, 384, L. 6. R. as. 


> 


Thar the World i both a Cheat and « Lyar, for bis Promis 


tations, and gracious Admonitions, do not love him recipres| 


. R. the. P. 344-L. 27. R- be. P. 352. L.18.Rf0 
P. 368. L. 22, R:doorkeeper. P: 371. L.6, R. martial} 
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| My obdurate Heart : that I may more calily 


* have Miſes only ſpeak to them, not thou O tur nobis 
Lord ! fearing thy words might ſtrike ſuch Dominus, 
| aterrour to their Hearts as would occaſion *© forre 

| their death ; but I am wholly an Alien x,,; ,0. 


(1) 


A Dialogical Diſcourſe betwixt 
the Saviour and Man, wherein 
"all Souls deſirous of the Love of 

God, are copiouſly ſupplid 
with means powerfull ro attain 
Ir, and to gain the happy ac» 
compliſhment of their Salva» 
—tion: 


M AN. 


Peak O Lord ! for thy Servant hears thee, ;, reg. 3. 
grant mea right Underſtanding to know 
thy ways, and lead my will to walk therein ; 
letthe ſacred Dew of thy divine Inſpirations P/a!. 118; ** 
hw down from thy heavenly Throne into 


obſerve thy Commands, and ſteer my courſe 
direftly without any Remora towards the 
Region of everlaſting Bliſs, for which thou Tt oquere 
didſt Create my Soul. | t14 bis Be? 


| audiemus : 
Heretofore the Children of Iſ-ael would non loquz- 


moriamur, 


ro 


(2) 


to their feelings, and do chooſe rather to 
lide with the Prophet Samrel, and 1n all hu- 


mility do intreat, that thou © Lord, wilt | 


be gracioully pleas'd to ſpeak to me ; Not 
Moiſes, no, nor any of thy Prophets ; for 
the inſtructions and lights they may give me, 
be but gifts and Rays borrowed of thy in- 
comprehenſible Splendor,thou alone without 
their Miniſtry canſt perfealy inſtruct me; 
alas, their endeavours in my regard will 
ſignify juſt nothing, without thy graci- 
ous concurrence: They may indeed utter 
ſome words, but unleſs thou doſt influence 
them, they ' never mollifty my ſtony Heart, 
nor lodge thy Spirit within my bowels : 
Their words may be indeed plac'd to admt- 
ration; their Rhertorick Charming, their Elo- 
quence exceeding that of the very beſt Ora- 
tors, their Periods mannag*d in extraordi- 
nary good order, but if they reliſh not of 
thy divine Spirir, my heart alas, will remain 
ds cold as the very Ice. | 

| They may Cue Scripture fluently to con- 
Arm their diſcourſe, and quore both Coun- 
cels and Fathers to the aſtoniſhment of their 
Hearers ;, but they cannot work ſo far on 
their underſtanding as to make ?em conceive. 
the thing they aim at, nor bring their Will 


to the prattiſe of it - that enterprize 1s out; 
of thetr Province, 'tis a Prerogative pertall- 
ing alone to thee, O Lord, no mortal Man, 


4109 
a #. 


_ 


C3) 


no, the very Angels cannot pretend to it,nn- 
les they have thy Commiſhon to that effect. 
They may entertain us with a learn'd and 
pleaſant diſcourſe of 'thy great and adorable 
Myſteries, but thou alone can't render our 
underſtanding capable to conceive them ; 
they may tell us of thy Precepts and Coun- 
fels, but thou alone can'ſt help us to fulfil 
them : They caa ſhew to us the rezdy road 
leading to Salvation, but thou alone can'ft 
comfort as in our failings, and give us then 
greater courage ro walk therein, till we ar- 
rive at pur journeys end. | 
The moſt they can boaſt of, is to be thy 
Solicitors, and Agents which thoa mak'lt 
uſe of, to exhort us to the practiſe of this or 
that other Virtue, they may deſcribe unto us 
the many eyil conſequences of a wicked & Li- 
centious life, they may thunder from their x, pq. 
Pulpits thy dreadful threatnings, and the ravi, 4p/'o 
horrid eftets of thy divine wrath, buc *ris Figavit,Dc- 
thy Sanctifying Grace, that alone can ſofren, Þ* em 
"++ "i ; : Incremen- 
inftru®, and illuſtrate our Hearts : They can, qeair, 
exteriouſly water our barren and rebeJJons r Epiſt. 
Souls, but thou alone cau'itgive the increaſe & Pull: 2d 
cauſe them happily to comply with the ſweer ""_ 
Influences of thy holy Inſpirations : They Tana 
may cry out and warn us to fly from lin as a facie Co- 
from the venom of a Serpent, but thou alone lubri fuge 
mak'ſt our underſtanding, and will prompt pea 
tO conceive and practiſe what rhey ſay. LC” YN 
| 0 Ai Alviſes 


l 
| 


1 Reg. 3+ 
"erba eC- 


rim vitz 
ecernx ha- 
bes, Jo. 6, 


(4) 


XMoiſes then forbear ſpeaking to me, "tis from 
thee, my God, Ido expect the word which 
can ſubdue,reform, & clear my heart from all 
terrene and ſordid afteftions ;, If I only be 
outwardly admoniſh'd, and not inwardly 
inflam'd with the ardent fire of thy divine 
Love, my Souls death may enſue, or at beft 
I ſhall be but a barren and wither'd tree. Let 
me then hear thee ſpeak, O Lord and let thy 
word be no ſooner heard,bat put in execution 
by mezno ſooner known but lov'd, no ſooner 


pronounc'd but deeply fix*d in the Center of | 


my heart ; there to produce the worthy 
fruits of a ſincere, ſorrowful and conſtant 
repentance. Speak then O Lord, for thy 
Servant hears thee, thy words are the happy 
ſeed of eternal life ; let me then hear them 
to the comfort of my Soul, and tc the refor- 
mation and perfet amendment of my whole 


life ; this is a work that will really be for | 


thy greater Glory, and my eternal Salvation, 


S AVIOUR. 


Ear my words, O Man, they are moſt 
ſweet, efficacious and vivifying, far 
exceeding the ſcience of the Philoſophers, 
and wiſe of this World ; my words are both 
ſpirit and life, they are beyond the reach of 
humane underſtanding ; they don't affed a 
vain complacency, but delight to be receiv'd 
rather in ſilence, withall humility, and my 


Lord who have taught the Prophets from the 


om — to. Ad Fr, 25S 


C5) 
all the tenderneſs of love and afteQion, that 
can be expreſs'd. My Servant David was 
throughly convinc'd of this undeniable 
aſſertion, when ke ſent fcrth theſe ſeraphical 
expreſſions to my heavenly Throne ; BleJed | 
isthe man, O Lord, whom thou ſhalt initruct Pan 

in thy Law, and teach how he may 1n the 2- Les fa 

vil days of his mortal life, heap up a vaſt domine,g 


treaſure of merits for an Eternity. I am the 4* lege tua 
eum docu» 


aw CI1S,ut Mile 
beginning, and fince have never ceas'd to ;jges © a 


ſpsak unto all Men 3 but alas, few anſwer my dicbus ma- 
expeQation : Satan has ſo blinded their un- 15, 2% 


derſtanding,ſo perverted their will,& ſo be- Hah93 Mo 


numb'd their ſenſes, that the moſtpart of them 
make nothing of my words, take no notice 
of my corrections, and Tet no value on my 
moſt amorous invitations, ur order to revive 
thetr poor Souls, and ſhelter them under the 


_ wings of my paternal and powerful proteQ- 


ion, from the rage-and fury of that infernal 
and devouring Dragon. The moſt of them 
are ſo infatuare as to be moro inclin'd” to 
give ear to the deluding Sirens of the world, 
then to the inſpirations of their God ; to 
the fatal perſwalſions of the fleſh, then to the 
filutary di&ates of the Holy Ghoſt ; to the 
ruinous ſuggeſtions of the Devil, then to the 
amorous invitations of their Creator, and 
Redeemer. What the, world does promiſe 


*em is but temporal and of no value, and yer 


B 3 for 


Eſay. 23+ 


(6) 
for that ſinall ſatisfa&ion, they are contetit 
to become ſlaves to it; and ta loſe that gho+ 
rious title of Children of God, and all pr& 
tentions to Heaven. What I promutle 'em is 
of an unſpeakable eſtimate, and of an erer- 
laſting continnance ; yet their hearts are 
{trangely averſeto it,and ſeetn to concetve as 
great an abhorrenceof it,as the people of 1ſrad 
had againſt that food, which I ſhdowr'd down 
upon them in the Deſart. Their obediencd 
to the world and their other mortzl enemies, 
and their care of pleafing them, is more 
prompt, and far greater, then what they 
ſhew in my ſervice. Let Sidoz bluſh ; and 
why ? becauſe that for a ſmall Sallery, for 
a trifle, ſhewill ran a long way, but for the 
purchaſeof Heaven, for the gain of an ever- 
lafting and happy life, ſhe will hardly raiſe 
up her foot from the ground. A man ſhall 


labour a whole day to get ſixpence at night, 


and perhaps leſs, he will undertake the moſt 
vile work that can be nam'd,and be at it both 
night and day,and weary himſelf ſo extream- 
ly as to be nigh breathing out his life, and all 
this to get the good will of his Maſter but 
alas ! to purchaſe a ſummun bonum, to be 
ſeated among the Saints and Angells in Hea- 
ven, to enjoy tlintuitive viſion of God, and 
his interminable glory, he is ſo much a friend 
to his body, and ſo fond of his caſe, rhat he 
will not undergo the leaſt — 0 

othial 


a eds « A ———_t _ nn — *® SS 4 =» gy Hoa, f 


— 


fothfal and peeviſh Creature ! thou ſhould*ſt 


ever diſappointed that plac'd his confidence 


7 


be aſham'd to ſee Worldlings more ready to | 
concur to their utter ruine, then thon to | 
Yocure to thy ſelf a Crown of Glory ; that | 
they take more pleaſure in their vanitys, then 
thou doſt to hear, and practiſe my Command- 
ments, and Counſels.. They cf.cn fail of their Rm. r. | 
expeQation, and ſeldome enjoy perfectly © 14+ | 
what they propoſe to themſelves ; but what**** © 


I promiſe 1s always fulfilPd, and none was 


in me ; and whoever has my word for a fa- 
your, ſhall be ſare to obtain it, if that he 
continues a faithful Servant to me, even 
to the very laſt reſpiration of his breath, for 
tis the end, not the beginning and progreſs, 
that crowns the work, and makes the man be *! 
either a Saint,or a Devil. 1 do faithfully re- 7 P45 
Matth. g.& 
ward all, and the leaſt of my ſervants good. 
works; I am likewiſe a Touch-ſtone to try 
their true and conſtant aſteQion, I ſuffer them 
now and then to groan under the heavy load 
of many tribulations and Croſſes, but ?tis 
with a deſign to cleanſe their Souls of all 
earthly corruption, and make them fit to ſit 
at my table in Heaven. 
Hear then O Man! my words, and print - 

them in the midſt of thy Heart, ruminate on 
them often, and with all poſſible Artteartion, 
for they will be moſt uſeful in time of temp- 
tation 5 and tho? thou doſt not underltand 

B 4 them 


nis Cora- 


(S) 


them at preſent, yet thou ſhalt comprehend 
their full meaning in the day of my viſitati-'q .' 
on. Thou muſt know when, and after what 


manner [ do viſit my faithfal Servants; firſt 
I viſit them with Temptations of all ſorts, to 
train thein up in that School of Heaven, in 
which 1 had the credit of being both Maſter, 
and Conqueror; 1 ſuffered temptations to 
reach my followers, they muſt expect the 
{ame ; but 1 conquer*d alſo all my temptati- 
ons, to ſhew them how to behave themſelves 
in the like occaſion ; but if ] ſee them ſtagger 
and fail in courage, I viſit them with the 
ſweetiiels of my conſolation, and inable 
them to ſtand firm, not to deſert from my 
Colours. I am likewiſe a Teacher to my E- 
le&, and reade unto them every day two 
Leſſons ; th'one is a ſharp reprehenſion, if 1 


ſee them fail in their duty, in order to ſup- } 


preſs their evil inclinations, and habirs ; and 
th'other is a potent exhortation to ſtir up 
their hearts to a fervent deſire of a greater 
increaſe in virtue. In fine, whoever hears 
my words, and will not regard them, but 
rather deride and contemn them,- he ſhall at 
the laſt day finde me a ſevere Judge, from 
whom he 1s to expect no favour, but the 
Gme meaſure he gave me in his life, ſhail be 
exactly dealt him and worſe, that 1s, to turn 
him off to the left hand, and there leave him 
2S a prey 0 the Devil for all Eternity. 


.066.et 6. Sedo a 9rd , 


ALAN: 


(9) 
M AN. 


Emember O moſt merciful Lord, that we 

are of our own nature but miſery, weak- 
neſs, and in a word,as little to be regarded ag 
the meaneſt of thy Creatures,for what are we 
in our greateſt ſplendour, but ſo many veſ- 
ſels of naſty ſtuff, fit for no other uſe but to 
be caſt out,& ſet ſo many foot under ground, 


' left the noiſom ſmel) of our rotten Carcaſles 


ſhould infe& the houſe,or family wherein we 
depart this life. Our frailty 1s fo great that 
it cannot be parralePd in any otker creature 
of whatever State or Condition ; our vanity 


18no leſs, if not ſurpaſſing our frailty. What 


ſhall ſach a poor Creature doamidi fo ſtrong 
and ſo many allurements to ſin ; of one fide 


' the world ſollicites him to be of his faction, 


taſt of his pleaſures at will, the Fleſh inclines 
him another way, the Devil perſwades him 
toſlight his own proper intereſt , s.e. to be 
happy eternally by adhering to his Creator 
and to fide wirti-him againſt God. Moreover 
he ſeeth that the wicked are the Darlings of 
Fortune, and have all carthly pleaſures at 
command, bur he bekolds the righteous and 
fithful followers of God zroaning under the 
weighty burthen of great tribulations; nay, 
heverily thinks thee to look on the wicked 


with a pleaſing aſpet, and to frown on the 
Juſt; 


(10) 
Juſt ; what confirms him in this opinion, is, 
the aſſurance thou giveſt them of pardon, 
whenever they ſhall with true repentance 
come to thee : this, they take as an Incots 
ragement for ſinners to continue their licen- 
tious and wicked life ; and even ſo it falls out 
with many ; they ſpend their youth inall 
manner of unlawful pleaſures, nay,they wil 
intrench upon old age, rather then deſilt 
their long continued diſorders; yet when 
by thy Decree a violent Sickneſs ſe1zeth them 
and confines them to their bed, then they 
continually implore thee for mercy ; Feccav 
1s their deplorable ditty, which they ince{- 
{antly repeat till they expire ; muſt we not 
Piouſly belicve that ſuch are ſaved ? notwith- 
ſtanding the long Series of their wicked- 
neſs and ſins; yes, and this conſideration 
holds us inour rambling & vicious humours; 
and likewiſe, it expells all thoughts of re- 


canting from our mind ; the frequent Preli-| 


dents of thy mercy exhibited to far more 
wicked livers, retards our converſion ; {0 
doth the conceit of that narrow and craggy 
Paſſage, which ( as thou ſayſt )can only lead 
us to Heaven : Moreover why ſhould weim- 
poſe that heavy yoke upon our younger days, 
ſeeing that Heaven is promiſed to us at any 
time, when we ſhall cry Peccavi, tho" we 
ihould omit it, even to our decrepid Age. 


— 


SAVIOUR: 


(11) 


is; 

MN, SAVIOUR. 

ice | 

We | SY Man ! the more frail thou art, and the 
T- more prone to ſin,the more vigilant,S 


ut careful fhould?ſt thou be and timorous, not 
al} to fall into fin, leſt thon ſhould'K be foil'd, 
Ul} overcom'd, and fall from the ſtate of Grace, 
it} jatothat of damnation ; for it's a point of 
el extream folly, that 4 weak, unskilful and fi- 
M} ly man, ſhould undertake to enconnter ſach 
oj ſtrong, cunning, expert and fierce Enemies, 
0} 2s thon haſt to fight withal 3 whoever 1sſo 
| far overſeen, will certainly: be worlted, and 
0} looſe his life to boot : This is thy caſe, O) 
h-} Man! the Devil thy mortal enemy will eaſi- 
&+ by get the better of thee,and ſoon o'rethrow 
my thee, if thou art not well fortifi'd with vir- 
55] tne, and ſhielded with Gods grace and pro- 
&} tettion, and affiſted by his holy: Angels. The 
Prince of the Apoſtles was not ignorant of 
©} this truth; heexperienc'd it in his own per- 
10] fon, and therefore being highly intereſt'd in 
3) the welfare of his Maſters flock;he leaves un- 
dl to them this wholſome inftruction ; my Bre- 1, per.5.8. 
M-' thren, be Sober, be Vigilant, but why ? be- 

51 cauſe your Adverſary c:e Devil, asa roaring 

Vi Lion, walks about, ſeeking whom he may 

devour : | dogrant that the allurements to 

fin aregreat, and nnmerous, but ti'e motives 

that 11ay before all mortals, to adherat o, & 

make 


— — 


(12) 


make uſe of, on all ſuch occaſions, are income 
parably more in number, and of greater 
force to repulſe all temptations; they are alf 
very prevalent 'to-induce 'em to lead a vir- 
tous and godly life. The world thou ſayſt, 
inviteſt thee to unlawfull and wicked aQtions, 
but God prohibits them, nay, he commands 
the contrary, and if thou doſt obey him, he 
intails on theea glorious and everlaſting in- 
heritance, but if thou haſt 1o little regard of 
his commands,as to trangreſs them,he threat- 
ens thee with everlaſting damnation, and 
torments. The fleſh inclines thee to evil, but 
the ſpirit and reaſon too, bids thee reſiſt 
manfully ſuch baſe and rebellious motions: 
tho one tells thee that the body is created to 
be a ſlave to the Soul, not the Soul to the bo- 
dy ; th'other informs thee what a madneſs it 
is to forfeit an eternal happineſs for a paſling 
pleaſure, which ever leaves a {ting to pierce 
and gall thy heart. Sodom and Gomorrha were 
too much led by the fleſh, but conſider well, 
the terrible chaſtiſement they ſuffer*d in this 
world; yet it is but a ſhadow, to what they 
ſhall ſuffer for an eternity. ' Moreover, that 


gnawing worm of a guilty Conſcience ſhould | 


quell in thee all ſuch foul and unlawfull ple- 
fures. Thou wilt plead, that Satan, with 
the reſt of his infernal Confederates, never 
delift perplexing thee, with their frequent 


and ſtrong ſuggeſtions ; and art thou the = 


| thou art created to fight the mortal ene- 


(13) 
Iy man that he aſſaults ? no, no, his quarrel 

is with all mankind,and ſince that fatal over- 

throw which he gave our firſt Progenitors 

in the garden of Eder, he never ceas'd, nei- 

ther will he ever leave off peſtering and 
plaguing their deſcendants with ſuggeſtions 

toevil ; for nothing makes them ſo furious 

and cruel, as to ſee men in a fair way of poſ- ors So! 
ſelling their forfeited and glorious Seats; butj;c;cre pg) 
thy chief comfort and ſecurity lyes within eſt, ed 
thy own breaſt ; h- is like a Maſtive-Dog mordere 
atachain, he may indeed barkat thee, but 7 Poreſt 
can never bite thee, unleſs thon doſt come mn 
within his reach, and conſent-to thy own de- Angelis ſu- 
ſtruction. Moreover God has deputed an is Deus, 
Angel even from thy Mothers womb,to pro- —_— 
tet and defend thee from all ſuch accidents, ,, ;* * 
and he will perform his charge, if thou wilt 

but obey him, and liſten to his wholſome in» 
ſpirations, and diQates ; If Satan does ſpur 

thee on to the Precipice of Sin, thy good 

Angel will teach thee, how thou mayſt in thy q,,, cc. 
conflict ſecure thy ſelf,, either by a vigorous rahitur ni- 
oppoſition, or an immediate flight to God fi qui legir- 


for Sanctuary ; He will alſo tell thee, that wa es 


Timo. 2. $ 
my of mankind, and muſt foil him too, if imo. 2. 5 


thou hopeſt to gain a crown in Heaven. 

As for the wicked, whom thou thinkeſt 
to be of the number of Gods happy favo- 
rites, becauſe thou ſeeſt them proſper = all 
"IL their 


[| 


il 
'} 
! 


| ger 1llos, 
\ Prov. cs, 


Tac} 2i9ns of God, will at the cancelling of their 
f a life, hurry their Souls to the Abbifs of 
| dir mihi.& Hell. Let the Stiff-necked people of 1/rael 
| _ © ſe;ye for a preſident to convince thee, that { 
9 delightnotin the wicked; They would nat 
| dciideria Wo 

| cordis co- Bearken to my voice, neither would they ac- 


 rum,ibunt, knowledge me to be their God; and what 


| Pal. 1. = cels, This 15 the greateſt puniſhment that 

{ Non ſunc can be inflicted on a Nation, for then their 
| condigrz reprobation 1s ſfign'd, never to be recall'd. 

| paſhones Many indeed, are the tribulations of the 


1 riam quz time, arc infinitly leſs, then the Glory which 
{| revelabitur ſh1]] he reveal'd in my faithful and devoted 


[ 
: 
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their ways, and that nothing croſleth them 

that they have plenty of Gold and Silyer; 

Horſes and all other Cattle in abundance, ng 
Profpcri- mortality viſits them; Rain, Wind, Stormy 
rs Stulto- Thunder, Lightnings, do paſs by them, and 
rum Per- by 2]] they polleſs,as well abroad,as at home; 
but believe me ſays the wiſe Solomon,that this 
Non audi- Proſperity of the wicked which thou doſt 
vit popu- much extol, and make ſo greit an eſtimate 


lus meus of, as to think them in that to be the Min- 
VOcem me- 


madiaven- yas the effect of their diſobedience and infi- 
tiontbus 


ed fu Juſt, but my worthy Apoſtle telleth thee 


turam gto- from me, that the ſufferings of this preſent 


in nobls. 


Roms. 18, ETVants hereafter. I deal with them on 


earth, 


, (15) 
en;l earth as a Skilful Phyſitian with his Patients, 
'A;| [cleanſe their Souls of all their ſinfull ſpots, 
» W] by giving them to drink of that bitter Cha- 
rnsf lice of tribulations, by which they are diſ- 
andf poſed to partake of a more abundant grace, 
ez} and brought toa nearer conformity with me, 
ths} who exhauſted the ſame Chalice of its very 
t6 dregs 3 by this remedy they are ſecur'd 
atef from th? everlaſting pains of hell, which are 
n-} incomparably greater, and of a logger tra&, 
er} then all the tribulations and croſles, that were 
of | ſuffer'd by all mankinde in this world ; and 
ad} theſame intitlerh them my Aſſociates in Hea- 
cl} ven, to fit at iy table, to enjoy my preſence 
ot} for ever, and all che happineſs that my celeſti- 
C- | al Court can afford. Thou ſeeft by this what Ego quos 
at} unſpeakable advantages the Juſt do reap by 9iligo ar- 
i= | their tribulations, and how the tenderneſs of pg 
Of mylove to them appears, even 1n the ſeye- = 
6: | rity of my chaſtiſements. 
d No Father can be more indulgent to his 
I | Child then I am to the Sinner, for gho? the 
it | greatneſs and multitude of his heinous offen- 
rf ces deſerve no mercy at my hands, but rather 
the utter ſeverity of my Juſtice, yet com- 
& | monly I forbear with him, ſtill expeQing his 
* | amendment ; bur the longer I ler him run 
Cj inthe way of iniquity, the more he ſhould be 
| terrified, for fins never eſcape without con- 
L 
| 


dign puniſhment,and the longer it is defer- 
red, the heavier it will fall ag laſt. Tis wn 


| #1 


C 
'W. 
Fi 


_ Habeo. t- was never accuſtom'd to it, and therefore 
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Qui pceai- the ſinner has my parole for a pardon at any 
renti veni-time when he comes to me with true re 
am proml- tance, that is a gift from God, and whichhe 
$ Eundem - ; . 

Ye cie cr2. 15 NOT ſure to receive, no more then he ls cer: 
ſino ne (ain to lire till next day. | 
quaquim That fatal delay of repentance has reple- 
cerrificavi. njſh*d the Dominion of Satan with millions gf 
23>: . poor Souls, and if any ſhould ſet them the 
{e:iz &ter- queſtion, what brought them to that Land 


ratenebra- of everlaſting darkneſs and miſery, where 


ram, wi there is neither reſt, union, comfort or order; 
nappa but a perpetual toil, hatred, ſorrow, confu, 
ſempiter- fion and horrour ? they all will unanimouſly 
tus horror anſwer, our procraſtinate converſion,our de- 
"gs lai'd repentance, and our groundleſs hopes to 
+1012 have a peccavs at will, tho? Death ſhould ona 
ſadden ſurprize us with an Arreſt, this wa 

the tatal overture, through which we fell in- 

to this endleſs miſery. And it ſtands withs 


grear deal of reaſon, for the longer a man 


loiters in his vicious and wicked ways, the} 


more obdurate his heart will be, and rhe lels 
inclin'd to producean att of Contrition ; nay 
ſhould his Confeſſarius break his brain to 
bring, him to it, his anſwer will be that which 
David gave to Saul, when he was to encoun- 
ter the Philiſtiax Giant ; Saul would have him 
to put on his own Armour, and to fight with 
[ſum ron his Sword, but David made anſwer, that he 


_— 


X44-17-39* would not accept of his offer ; its the ſame 
; , - wi 1 


a tm— HS 


er © 


ma 2, 
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fecure it, and a faving God who is io cafily 


of 
with an inveterate Sinner, let. his Confeſſor 
cry out, Sir, one Act of contrition; one f{in- 
cereand hearcy Peccavs, for God is mercyful; 
and will be the ſame to thee, if thou wilc 
reclaim, and beg him moſt heartily pardenz 
Ah Sir ! he will reply, I was never bred to 
that divine Art, "cis a leſſon I never learn'd ; 
is a ſtrong weapon againſt the Devil, and ! 
all his power I muſt confeſs, yet 1 never 
made uſe of it, and therefore "cis but a folly 
to pretend to 1t at preſent. 
Thou ſeeſt by this example, O Man ! that 
the longer a ſinner perſeveres in ſin, the far- 
ther he will be from any deſire of a true Con= 
trition 3 his heart will grow the more oh- 
durate, his Conſcience more blinde, his Soul 
{o oppreſgd with evil cuſtome, even as with 
a huge and weighty Stone, that makes her 
wholly inſenfible of what concerns he: Sal- 
vation. 
But if any of ſuch like reprobates ſhould 
ſeem to repent, tis to be fear'd, that his 
chiefand only motive, is the fear of Hell-fire, 
not the reall produc of Juſrice, nor any true 
Contrition, however I would not have any,,, __ 
inveterate Sinner deſpair; neither would I ,.,, impii, 
have him be ſo careleſs of his Salvation, 85s T0 ſed ur con- 


neglect it, whilſt he has time and leiſure to ns 
FIDIU 
- via ſua, & 
mov'd to compaſſionate him, and ſo ready yiyar.Fzep 
C 


LO 33.ihs 
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to grant him ſo gratefula requeſt, as is the 
remiſſion of his Sins, and Life everlaſting, ' 

For a reſolve of thy laſt objection, that 

the way which leads to Heaven, is both-nar- 
row,difficult and craggy ; conſequently that 

thy nature, which is yery fond of her own 

eaſe, can hardly be brought to walk therein; 

I anſwer, thzt it is a million of times more 
tollerabK to ſtrike into that roade, (tho? ne- 

ver fo irkſome to thy corrupt nature) then 

to ſuffer the pains of Hell for an eternity; 

_ ac- nay, even the pains of Purgatory ; which 
& anpuſta ATE but temporal. ?Tis true, I told thee, and 
porta, quz am ſtill of the ſame opinion, that Strait is 
ducit adthe gate, and Narrow 1s the way which leads 
vicam, & unto life, and few there be that finde it; [ 
Tninre told thee moreover, that from the days of 
eam. Mat, John the Baptifs untill now, the Kingdome of 
7. 14 Heaven ſuffers violence, and the violent take 
COnng it by force. But thou didſt likewiſe hear me 
qui labo. Tay, Come unto meall ye that labour, and 
ratis, & are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rel, 
onera:i Take my yoak upon you, and learn of me, 
cli <20 for I am meek and humble in heart : and 
vos jugum J< ſhall finde reſt unto your Souls; for my 
emm me- Joke 1s eaſy, and my burden is light, For 
um ſuave what js of it ſelf burdenſome to nature , 1s 
paris made eaſy by the aſſiſtance of my grace, and 
ve. Xt, is ſweeten'd by cuſtom; for- wherever the 


11. 28, Loyeof God islodg'd, and increas'd to the 
| height 


_— a> mA ed a © 
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height and prime of its fervour, all Tribu- - 
lations, Perſecutions, Croſles, Lofles, nay, 
Death it ſelf, will be look'd upon as the chief- 
eſt favours, and bleſſings of a moſt loving 
Father ; fo that there is nothing in the world 
more to be hated, and abhorr'd then Sin, 
which alone can cauſe the diſpleaſure.of God, 
and his fatal Seperation from man. 


M AN. 


Lord my God ! thou art my Life, my 
Treaſure, and all my happineſs; bur 
what am 1, that I ſhould preſume to ſpeak to 
thee ? what ? but a poor and deſpicable ſer- 
vant, a moſt vile and abje&t worm, far more 
miſerable and contemptible in thy fight,then 
I can or dareimagine. Remember therefore 
o' Lord! that Iam nothing, have nothing, 
and am abſolutely the moſt indigent, and 
{ordid, of all thy Creatures. Thou alone art 
good, thou only art both juſt and holy. Thou 
alone canft do all, canſt give all, canit fill 
all; and I poor Soul am void of all th: can be 
call'd good ; for nothing but miſery 1s to be 
found where Sin predominates. Forget not 
then o' Lord ! thy miſerations to 'me, and 
vouchlafe to repleniſh my heart with thy 
grace, that I may carry my Troſs chcerfnl- 
ly, and follow thy ſteps with all alacrity ; 
03 whulit 


[ 
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| 
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. of the Devil : thou ſaid*& as much of virtue 
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whilſt I continue my Pilgrimage in this tem- 
peſtnons and miſerable life. Thou knoweſt 
that of my ſelf Ican perform nothing, that 
may be grateful to thee, or any way merito- 
rious, to my own Salvation; wherefore 0' 
Lord! aſliſt me with thy grace on all occaſi« 
ons ; turn not away thy face. from thy poor 
and wretched Creature; delay not thy gra» 
cious Viſit, withdraw not thy conſolations 
from me, leſt my Soul ſhould remain a bar- 
ren and dry Tree, and become fuel for that 
unquenchablo fire of Hell. 
O' Lord ! teach me how I may fulfill thy 
bleſſed will; inftrut me in thy ways, that 
I may walk therein with ſafety, and in all 
humility. Thou haſt indeed reſolv'd all my 
objections, and haſt broke all the chains 
which might detain both me, and all other 
Sinners in the bondage of Sin, and Slavery 


and vice,as much of Satans rage, and of thine 
own clemency to all poor Sinners z as much 
of the joys of Heaven, and of the torments 
of Hell, as areable to move the moſt obdu- 
rate hearts and haſten them out of hand to 
give an everlaſting farewell to th' one, and 
to make their conitant and happy choice of 
the other. 

But alas! I know by a fatal experience 
how weak lam in my reſolutions, how 
rom 
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from the love of God, how much a flranger 
to virtue , and therefore have great need 
of comfort. and ſtrength from thee, to go 
+ | through with what I reſolve for the future. 
F Thou art my hcavenly Phyſitian, from thee 
1 do expe a cure for all my Spiritual di- 


w, | fſeaſes; nothing can be hid from thine eyes z 
thou knowelſt the evil paſſions that do pre- 

ns -Þþ . 

r. | dominate within my breſt, deliver me there- 

ar | foreo'Lord, from their tyrannical govern- 


ment, cleanſe my heart from all evil and in- 
by ordinate affeftions, to the end that being in- 

wardly heaJ'd, and purg'd, of all the ſinful 
a1 products of my corrupt nature, I may bethe 
more apt to love thee, the moxe ready to 


wa ſuffer for thee, and the more ſtable to perſe- 
ver] Vere in thy ſervice. 

ry When I read 1n thy koly Writ, and hear 
nel What the learned Doctors of thy Church ſay 
ned Of the love of God, I conceive an ardent de- 
\c<| fireto partake in ſome meaſure thereof ; for 


to pretend to the full perfeQtion of it, is a 
1y.} Ching beyond my reach, unleſs thou giveſt 
rol fy helping hand to my poor endeavours. 
*Tis abſolutely the Summum benum, that only yg, 
off Can make the burdenſome, & weighty things 
light; that can bear equally all unequal things, 
ncel, Fhat can carry a burden without any toil; that 
can make ſweet and pleaſant, what of its own 
nature is bitter, and uneaſy. The love of 
COS |! God 
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God preſſeth men on to perform great and 
heroick a&tions ; and does excite them to 
aime always at what is moſt perfe&, ard 
pleaſing to his divine Majeſty. Love 1s ne- 
ver content to fix its tabernacle on earth,nor 
to be concern'd with any terrene object ; it 
muſt have a more noble Svbje& to entertain 
its flames: It muſt be totally free, and abſo- 
lutely a ſtranger to all worldly affe&tions, 
leſt they ſhould diminiſh its Luſtre, & force 
It out of its natural Centure, to lodge with 
our blinde and unruly paſſhons. 

There's nothing more ſweet, and attra- 
etive then the love of God, nothing more 
ative and ſtrong; nothing more eminent 
and generous, nothing can exceed it in lati- 
tude, extent and altitude, there is nothing 
more pleaſant and affable ; 7n fine, there is 
nothing in Heaven, or on Earth that can ex- 
cel] it in goodneſs, in beauty or perfection, 
and why ? becauſe it doth proceed fromGod, 
& that it cann't repoſe in any created thing , 
but in God alone. A divine Lover will fly,run 
& rejoyce, tho? he were condemn'd to lodge 
with Daniel among the hungry, & devouring 
Lyons. He is free,and enjoys his liberty tho' 
he were in chains, and loaden with lrons 
as another Maraſſes. 

He gives with St.Francis, All for All ; and 
findes his whole delight and comfort in that 
Ne very 


, 
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yery All , which he makes choice of ; And 
in that one ſupreme All the fountain-head 
of all goodneſs, he ſweetly repoſeth with che 
Spouſz void of diſturbance. 

Adivine Lover never looks upon the gifts, 
tho? never ſo excellent, but has his eyes al- 
ways {ix*d upon the giver, neither 1s he con- 
tent with what graces and favours he re- 
ceives from God, but will ftrive to purchaſe 
more, tho? it were even with the loſs of his 
ſnecet life. For Love admits of no bounds, & 
its flames will riſe above all limitation and 
meaſure. It feels no weight,values no labour, 
iavents new ways of mortifications, and of- 
:2ntimes affects to ſuffer for his beloved,more 
then fleſh and blood 1s aWe to bear. The di- 
vine Loyer will not regard impoſhibilities, 
for he thinks that all the Auſterities, and ri- 
gours imaginable are both lawful and poſſi» 
ble to him, he is able therefore in his own 
ardent and elevated conceit, to varquiſh all 
difficultys, and does indeed perform more 


' then can be expected from Nature alone ; 1» 


fine, his good will never fails him, tho' his 
body ſhould ly half dead upon the ground. 
Love is watchful : if Sleeping it's always 
awake, if harraſs'd it's never weary, In 
dangers it's never fearful, when frightned 
it's never troubled, but even as a fierce blaze, 
and a lively flame; it paſſes by all ſuch events, 
C 4 7 and 


| pracep- for ever, 0? Lord, and let me run with the 
| rammenmſy.yghrers of Sion after the odoriferons ſi- 


(24) 
and mounts up towards the very throne of 

God, where it lies ſafe from all diſaſters, & 
evilaccidents. This language perhaps is un- 

known to many ; but he who really loves 

God, will cafily underſtand it. The fervent 
deſirealcne 0: a Seraphick Soul makes a plea- 

| ſing nolic in the hearing of God 3, ſuch was 
amr; tr: of St. Frarcis, My God( ſays he and 
SFr nc, WY all 3 my God,and my Love ; thou art all 
Deus meus Mine, and 1 am all thine; dilate my: heart 
amormc<usjn thy love, that I may taſte inwardly how 
Tem. ſweet it is to love thee, and how pleaſant it 


: odoro-, 
A isto melt, and conſume in thy love. Let thy 


I] gucoc.- Iove ſupport me, when I ſurpaſs my ability, 
; rum ruo- and when in the Fpth ot my meditations,in 


mus. C.., the exceſs of my feryour, and in the ſerious 
1; conſideration of thy great love for man, I am 


Hoc cf beyond my ſenſes. Let my Soul praiſe thee 


u* d11:Zaus 


| irvicem, VOUT of thy ſweet perfumes. Let me never 


Fer.15.12. love any creature, nay not my ſelf, but for 


chee, let me alſo love in thee, all them that F 


love thee {in-erely & with their whole heart; 
this is a Chriſtian devoir,. which the law of 
true love requires, and which Jeſus thep er- 
te modcl and firſt promoter thereof, does 
abſolutely require from all mankind, andun- 
der the penalty cf forfieting an eternity of 
Joy, and the Viſton of God for ever. 
0 | Love, 


— 
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eof | Love, fays thy belov'd Apoftle, is ſwift, Qui noh 
s, & | ſincere, pious, well diſpos*d, and pleaſant; diligir fra- 


un- | It is rong, patient, faithful, prudent, laſt- rem ſuum 
Oves | ing, manly, and never fond of its ſelf, nor its ng ay 
vent | proper Intereſt ; for when evera man begins ,,,., 
lea- | to touch that ſtring, he immediately fals 

was | from the perfe&tion of true love; andis be- 

and | come no better then a Heathen, who 1s total- 
t all} lya Stranger both to the love and laws of 
eart | God. Love is always circumſpect, humble, ; cy,,q,. 
how | and righteous, not ſluggiſh, nor light, nor 
nt it | addicted to foolifh and idle things, neither 
thy | does ic butie it ſelf about vain and frivolous 
lity, | imploys ; but is ſober, chaſt, Stable, quiet, 
;S,in | watchful, and extraordinary well guarded 
jous} in all its ſenſes : Love is ſubjet and obedient * Gr-19. 
[am toits Prelates and Elders, bur has no manner — 
thee} of eſteem for it ſelf, for it is both vile and 
the Þ deſpicable in its own eyes. Love is devout 

ſa-Þ to Ged, full oftruſt and hopes in him, tho? 
ever | he afford it not the leaſt conſolation, the 
for } knows full well that love cann't appear in its 
that F full ſplendour , but where ic meets with a 
art; | mixture of ſorrow ; for St. Paul ſays, that 
x of | whoever is not ina readineſs to ſuffer all 
er- | manner of Croſſes, that God is plcas'd to af- 
Joes | fit him with, in this world, is not at al 
-yn- } worthy of the name of a true lover. In fine, 
y of Þa true Lover of God muſt embrace manfu;iy, Rom. 8.8. 
and with a cheerful heart and countenance, 

ove, | ©» 2; whatever 
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whatever comes upon him either by th 
commiſſion, or permiſſion of his divine wilſ: 
let it be never ſo harſh, violent, or diſple 
ſing to nature, he muſt not in reſpect of ag e 
tribulation, decline from his beloved, by c 
rather adhere cloſely to his colours, as we 
in the troubles of war, as in the proſperity ; 
and pleaſure of a joyfull peace. 7 
VI 
ol 
hi 
C 


SAVIOUR. 


Man ! Thou art well read I ſee, an 
Ta es Ma- to hear thee ſpeak, thou mayſt be take 
gifter in for a Maſter in 1/rael; but I am certain th of 
x art miſtaken in the praftiſe of thy knowledg he 
7o, - 4g Thou ſpeakeft admirably of the love of Gu q 
but thou canſt not perceive the motions at 
operations thereof within thy own heart, ! Pe 
reaſon of its predominate inclinations totl 
carnal, and fading obje&s of the world 
Ditige:Do- Therefore, for thy better underſtanding, # **© 
minum Will in the firſt place tell thee,that the prif® 
Deum tu- cipal and chief Command, is to love Gd x 


om ez 10 with thy whole heart. Secondly, that to byf 
lin 


two. arch, Proficient, is to obtain a farther increaſe, 

22.339, Well in all virtues, as in the Seven gifts oft c 
Holy Ghoſt. Thirdly, that without Chari jo, 

nothing can be meritorious, no, nor acc" 


table to God. Fowrthly, that Charity, of © 
oy. 
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4 other virtues, is the moſt worthy; becauſe 
Litis the Primum mobile, the Life, the Queen, 
f ] the firſt beginning, and end of them all ; and 
lf that no other virtue, or thing whatever,can 
? Yſo efficaciouſly move a Soul to all acts of Pic- 
ty, nor ſo ſpeedily and powerfully with- 
draw her from ſia, and vicious habits, as the 
Love of God. Fifthly, becauſe the Intuitive 
viſion of God, (which is th* eſſential reward 
of the Bleſſed ) has a perfect reference to the 
higheſt degree, and -ſublimeſt perfeQion of 
Charity. | 
kl Now to give thee a perfe& demonſtration 
 thad of thy own weakneſs, and to let thee know 
edof fOW much thou art a ſtranger to the love of 
Gall 39d 3 1 muſt tell thee that this heavenly 
nf Charity, is a moſt reſplendent and glorious 
4 Pearl ; a moſt precious and charming gem z 
amoft pure and noble Balm; a moſt ſweet 
Fand fragrant herb; and conſequently does 
require a moſt clean and ſpotleſs reſidence, 
-yand a Seat adorn'd with all the rareſt & moſt 
Gal Precious ornaments, that can be imagin'd 
beg! meana Soul cleans'd from all mortal ſpots, 
A deck'd with all moral virtues, throughly 
lin'd with the gifts of the Holy-Ghoſt, and 
of ſupported on each fide with the Strong pil- 
ng 2rsof a firm and conſtant Hope,and Faith. 
 Imuft tell thee likewiſe of the degrees of 
4 Charity, the firſt of them is infus'd into the 
'þ | | Soul 
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Soul by her Baptiſmal grace, and this isng 
to be hid idlely, but to be improv'd withF 
great deal of care, and brought to its ul, 
mate perfe&tion ; O what a deal of care is. 
be taken in ſo great an enterprize 'the mind fa 
muſt be kept pure and clean, free from Iy 
mortal ſpots, and beautifi'd. with: all 


virtues and gifts aforeſaid (as far as the cot - 
dition and ſtate of a new beginner willaq 
mit. ) *Tis an incumbent duty on all Moy .. 
eals that are lodg'd withia this inferiour dg ,1 
gree of Charity, to wiſh ardently for tj, 
ſight ond perfe& injoyment of the Summny , 


bonum, tolabour hardly for an utter extit : 
pation of all their imperfections and vicic . 
habits; to reclaim and utterly ſubdue they 1, 
unruly paſſions ; to be conſtantly imploy} 1 
in the painful exerciſe and worthy worksq , 
Pennance; to keep their mindes from all dq , 
ſtrations in prayers; to reform the exten | 
our man, and keep it ſtill in a modeſt & dy ; 
cent poſture in all their communications anq , 
c 
{ 
( 
| 
{ 


conferences with God. To divert their eye 
from all unclean and diſhoneſt objeas, to re 
ſtrain their tongues from overmuch talking 


terra.P{l. in the right way to the land of promiſe, fi 
135-12 my Prophet.» fine,they mult decline fromd 
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nature, however thou muſt endeavour with 


Fallthy might to ſwallow down thoſe 1l]-pal- 


lat-pleaſing Pills, not for once, but ſo often, 


4 until thou doſt acquire a habit of uſing them 


without any difficulty, and then thou ſhalt 


J perceive the great benefit thy Soul will reap 
I by the conſtagt praRtiſe of ſo divinea remedy. 


Then thou wilt without any compulſion or 


contradiQtion from either the outward or in- 
+ ward man, freely and conſtantly bewail thy 


former ſinful life z thou wilt earneſtly dive 
into the moſt reclus'd and hidden corners of 
thy heart, to finde out therein what may be 
diſpleaſing to God, with a reſolution cither 
to ſmother them in their cradle by a contrite 
Confeſſion, or to drown them all in the bir- 
ter tears of a forrowful repentance. Thy 
dayly entertainment will be to meditate on 


4 My blondy Paſlion, to think often of the 


dreadful day of Judgment, of Death, of the 
everlaſting 


il, and fly from Sin, even as from the dan- Tanquam 

zerous ſight of an infernal Serpent. a facic Co- 
All theſe cleanſing herbs,together with ſe- bi fuze 
s Ul reral others of the ſame nature, well ſeaſon'd {7.1 5. 
<1 ith the fear and love of God, muſt be care- 
mingcny handled, dextrouſly ſhifted, and exaQ- 
ly diſtill'd into a Salutary compound for the 
happy complement ofa purgative life. All 
1 theſe Ingredients, I muſt conteſs, are extra- 
1 ordinary bitter, and irkſome to thy corrupt 
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. everlaſting pains of Hell, and of the may 
fayours and graces which thou haſt receiy 
at the moſt liberal hands of thy moſt mer 
full God firmly grounding thy ſelf in a pr6 
found humility, in patience, in a full rehs 
nation to Gods Decrees, in the fear and lo 
of thy dearly beloved Maker. After this hea 
venly exerciſe, thou art to proceed to a f 
ther increaſe in virtue, to a more accon 
pliſh*d Charity , to Spiritual exerciſes, ar 
to devout meditations z thereby to fix tlj 
heart in God alone, and to avoid Idlenei 
which is the ſeat of iniquity z thou mult gj 

ſome time to thy Studys,ſome to Prayer,ſon 

to writing, ſome to the practiſe of charit 

ble Deeds, as viſiting the Sick, relieving 
Priſoners, comforting the Poor, and dt 
ſtreſſed, as well with thy good advices, 4 
with a ſhare of thy ſubſtance, but in all th 
actions be ſure to have thy mind always fixl 
upon God, for whoſe ſake alone thou mult 
begin, go on, and end all thy good works; 
thou muſt often raiſe up thy thoughts t- 
wards Heaven, that happy reſidence, fot 
the enjoying of which thou wert created,and 
be never wearied with labour ; or think the 
time long ere yon gain it. All this belong 
to the llluminative life, to the State of Pro- 
ficients, to the degree of purifying virtut 
and £0 thoſe private friends that do wo 

a 


_ 
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un adhere unto their God, and embrace hit 
ceival with arms of Charity. 
ner} Being perfe&ly grounded in this kinde of 
a prd4 life, thou muſt aſcend to a higher School, 
4 where thou art to begin the rudiments of 
the perfeftive and unitive life 3 which are, 
} pure contemplations, moſt ardent, moſt 
4 ſweet, and moſt loving Embraces of thy be- 
4 loved ; the inſeparable and continual unions 
with thy Spouſe ; the praftice of miſtical 
Theology ; a Transformation into God ; 
df Raptures, Extaſtes, Ads of heroical virtue ; 
Mg the immoveable quietneſs, atid peace of the 
mindein God ; then by a ſupreme degree of 
the gift of Wiſdom, thou art made, as it 
go were, one of Gods Secretarys, and Cabinet= 
4 Councel, ſo that being come to this height, 
if thou att made privy to all che hidden myſte= 
_thif tiesof his eternal Wiſdom, and rais'd to 
fix that pitch of honour,as to lodge him ſweet- 
mult} ly within thy breaſt. 
rk} Then thou ſhalt fincerely, and ſweetly 
$ to-4 contemplate with a clear underſtanding what 
forf are of Faith, and the reafons for believing 
and} them. Thou ſhalt behold the glory, the Ema- 
the nation, the inbred Communication, themu= 
2084 tual intuition, dilection, fruition, and eter- 
Pro} nal conliſtance of the ever Blefſed and ſuper- 
glorious Trinity. Then all creatures, com- 
par'd to the infinite, and incomprehenſible 
; Majeſty 


32 L 
Majeſty of God, will appear to thee as Piſ- 
mires, nay, even as nothing. 1» fine, then 
will all thy comfort, all thy pleaſure, all 
thy ſatisfation and affeion be lodg'd after 
a moſt folid manner in thy God alone. I leave 
thee now to judge whether this be not a moſt 
noble life, and worthy of fo much pains ta- 
ken to purchaſe it. 


M A N. 


Hy words ©' Lord, are as dreadfull 

to me, as Thunder and lightning areto 
the timorous and pregnant Hinde. Thy Do- 
Qrine is ſo ſublime, and ſurpaſſeth ſo much 
my underſtanding, that I cannot conceive it, 
Doſt thou think that man in his frail, and 
mortal fle!!; can lead the life of an Angel! 
that a Pilgrim can pretend to the preroga- 
tives of the Bleſled ? or that he can live 6n 
earth ſo conformable to the Rules and Rites 
of the Saints in Heaven. What man alive can 
paſs over his mortal days without Sin. Thou 
know ?ſt that there's nothing more unſettled, 
and more inconſtant then the minde of man, 
and wilt thou require of him, as an incum- 
bent duty, to be always in contemplation of 
heavenly things, to have his thoughts always 
fix'd upon thee, to ſtand at all hours in the 
preſen 
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preſence of God, and never to have the leaſt 
correſpondence with the world, or. with a= 
ny carthly affairs ? I know that with the 
powerful aſſiſtance of thy Grace, he might 
eaſily comply with thy will in all theſe pre- 
ſcriptions; and I know likewiſe that Nature 
will never bear the rigour of ſuch weighty 
impoſitions, ſo contrary to her inbred incli- 
nations z for the motions of Grace and Na- 
ture, are direftly oppolſit in operations ; both 
tend to good, but the good that one aimes at, 
isa great evil to the other,ſo that many may 
be deceived in their election of this, or that 
other good. Grace walks on innocently ,and 
without any diſguiſe ; ſhe is ignorant of. all 
Quibbles; and fallacies, ſhe declines from all 
things that bear,even the ſhaddow of evil, & 
does all her ations purely for the love of God, 
whom ſhe owns to be her bountiful head- 
ſpring, Prototype, & final end ; this is very 
ood in her thoughts ; yet Nature looks upon 
it to be quite contrary, for ſhe is ſubtil, poli- 
tick, alluring , and with her charms; ſho 
draws, inſnares, and deceives many ; as for 
herlaſt end, ſhe will admit of none, but of 
ſelf-intereſt. Grace delights to mortify and 
pull down the Fleſh; to curb, and utterly 
ſuppreſs all the Inſurre&tions and Rebellious 
motions of the old man, to reſiſt all ſenſuali- 
ty; ſhe loves to be kept under, to be Croſs'd 
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if her inclinations, to be depriv'd of her 
proper will, and bar*d of her liberty ; to be 
under correCtion, rather then have the com- 
mand of others; to be always ſubmiſlive- to 
God, and for his ſake to become an humble 
Servant, and even a ſtave to all' mankind ; 
but Nature is directly contrary in her tefn- 
per, fhe is deſirous of all manner of pleaſure, 
and has an abhorrence for mortification, and 
hates to be carb'd, to be opprefs'd, or de- 
barr*d from her inclinations, ſhe will com- 
mand, rether then obey ; for ſhe deteſts diſ- 


cipline, and will not = ſhe can poſſibly a-, 


void it ) ſubmit her ſelf toany higher Power, 

Grace will rather chooſe to do what is be- 
neficial to others, then what is profitable 
and convenient for her ſelf ; but nature will 
labour for her bwn advantage,and if ſhe does 
any ſervice to others ſhe will expect to be ac- 
cordingly rewarded. Grace will return faith- 
fully all honour and glory to God ( as being 
the Soveraign alone deſerving of it) but Ni 
ture will thirſt after honours and reverence, 
after Supremacy and dignitys, and thinks 
that Cap and Knee is for her alone. Grace 
will rejoyce to be debaſs'd, and to ſuffer re- 
proaches, and injuries for the name of Jeſus, 
but Nature abhors the very thoughts of ſuch 
ſuſf-rings, and will uſe all means poſſible ſhe 


£41 to avoid them. Grace cannot endure to 
be 
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be idle, but ever thirſts after action, but Na- 

ture is fo well pleas'd with eaſe, and quiet- 
neſs, that the conceit alone of toil; and diz 
ſturbance, is to her as odious, as the Plague 
it ſelf. Grace delights in low and ſordid iin- 
ployments, and will not repine at a courſe 
and thredbare garment 3 but Nature does 
place her comfort,” and whole fatisfaQtion in 
curiousand coſtly Apparel,& will be ſtrange- 
ly diſturb?d, when hambled and brought to 
any mean exerciſe. Grace is abſolutely for 
heavenly things, ſhe paſſes by the temporal, 


4 ſhe valnes not tbeir loſs, neither is ſhe di- 


ſturb'd at evil accidents : becauſe fhe hath 
placed all her treaſure and pleaſure in Hea- 
ven, where nothing can ſuffer any loſs or de- 
triment, but Nature has all her attention to 
temporal things, puts all her ſatisfaQtion in 
Earthly wealth, is ſad for the lofs of them, 

and cannot bear the leaft affront or injury. 
Graceis piouſly inclin*d, and free to com- 
municate her favours toall, without any ex- 
ception, but Nature is greedy,and covetous, 
ſhe is wholly for proper and private intereſt; 
ſhe cannor ſee the way to the poor mans 
houſe, but ſhe is all eyes to finde out the rich 
and liberal ; ſhe is not willing to ſtretch her 
hand to the needy, but ſhe is pleaſant whem' 
ſhe is touch'd in the hand with a weighty gift. 
Grace draws 21] Creatures to God, not for 
| D 2 her 
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her own Intereſt, for ſhe is an abſolute Ene- 
my to the World, ſhe abhors all fenſual des 
fires,cxcurſions are odious to her,and bluſhg 
to appear in publick ; but Nature's delight, 
& greateſt pleaſure is to be converſant with 
the Creatures, to pamper her own fleſh, ty 
diſcourſe of vain and idle matters, and if 1 
heavy word caſually fall in by the by of 4 

.,. neighbour, ſhe will inlarge upon it, contrary 
_ oo that fundamental rule, of her own proper 
erialcerj and Poſitive law, what you would not hb! 
non fe- done to, don'c do it to another. 
cris, Grace ſceks for her comfort in God along, 
and finds in that Summum bonum more 1atis 
faction and pleaſure, then in all viſible and 
delightful objects of this world. Grace ex- 
pets no temporal reward for what favour! 
ſhe exhibits, for God alone is her retribut- 
on, and of all temporal neceſlaries, ſhe covet! 
none, but what may exa&ly help her to the 
acquiſition of eternal Bliſs z but Nature does 
all her ations for lucre of future gain ; for 
ſhe can do nothing greats, no, ſhe muſt hare 


a more ample, or at leaſt an equal returl 
tor her work,&that muſt be paid her downull 
Specte ; if that fails her, ſhe will expeQ a large 
commendation, or the caſt of a conſiderabk 
favour on occaſjon. 

Grace loves even her mortal enemies, ſit 


becomes not proud of her rich, and a” 
ihes 


"C973 
lified friends, ſhe is nothing extolPd with 
the height of her extration, and noble blood 
of her Anceſtors, if virtue do not accompa- 
ny them ; ſhe favours more the poor,then ſhe 
does the rich; and has more compaſlion of 
the innocent Criminal, then of the Potent 
Malefa&tor ; ſhe is a friend to truth, and an 
enemy to falſhood ; ſhe is never weary to ex- 
hort the good to a more eminent perfection, 
and to become the faithful followers of their 
gracious Redeemer ; but Nature is overjoy*d 
to fee her ſelf amongſt an abundance of 
friends, and relations, ſhe glories in her no- 
ble extraQtion, and' ſpeaks highly of the an- 
tiquity of her family ; ſhe is compleſant to 
the powerful, flatrers the Rich, applauds 
her fellows in Iniquity, and puſhes them on 
to further acquiſition of vice, ſhe makes 
vittue to ſeem rediculous to them, that ſhe 
may the eaſier have a full Empire in their 
hearts, and fit the ſafer ih her throne. Grace - 
will be nothing ſarpriz?d' to ſee her ſelf re- 
duced from x high and plentiful State, to a 
low and indigent condition ; but Nature 
wil grumble, repine, and ſnarl_ at Gods 
Providence for ſo great, and ſo unexpected 
+downfal. 

Grace attributes all geodneſs to God, as 
being the chief Source, and offspring there- 


| of, ſhe will brag of no good, that ſhe can 
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do of her ſelf; ſhe is content with the bare 
notion of Gods packet-bearer, that brings 
his Commiſſions from Heaven, to the wicked 
and rebellious of the World, and to ſollicite 
them, to a new and ſpecdy reform, both of 
their lives and manners ; ſhe is nothing ar- 
rogant, nothing clamorous, or contentious- 
ly given, but has her underſtanding,6 ſenſes 
ſubmiſſiveto the eternal Wiſdom's examina- 
tion, direftion, and conduQt; but Nature 
covets to be inform'd of all Secrets, to know 
all novelties, to be much abroad, to be pre- 
ſent where the greateſt reſort is, her. ſenſes 
muſt all be at hot work, ſhe muſt know all 
people, and all muſt be acquainted with her; 
Grace is quite 'contrary in her diſpoſition ; 
ſhe is for a more ſublime imployment - ſhe 
values not thoſe Trifles, that Nature is ſo 
enamour*'d with, neither is ſhe curious to 
know thoſe ſilly intrigues, and fooliſh for- 
malities of the World, becauſe they are all 
the produQts of along ſtanding corruption, 
and therefore they cannot be grateful to her, 
for ſhe will have us not to buſy our ſenſes 
with them ; but toavoid all manner of oſten- 
tation, and vain complacency, nay ſhe will 
have us abſcond in all humility, what is real- 
ly commendable, and worthy of all mens ad- 
miration, ſhe is much of the nature of a Bee 
that gathers hony out of the moſt poiſonous 


herbs, 
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herbs, if ſhe ſees any thing praiſe-worthy in 
men ( tho? never ſo wicked ) ſhe gathers it, 
into her* hony-comb, and confidering It to 
be a. participation of Gods goodneſs, ſhe 
makes an oblation of it to his greater honour 
and glory - ſhe abhors that her ſelf, or any 
good work ſhe does, ſhould be publiſh'd, or 
applauded, but that the Almighty ſhould be 
ever bleſsd in all his gifts; and ſince we have 
nothing of our own that can be call'd good, 
ifany good work we do, God muſt be the 
Promoter of it,conſequently Grace will have 
us to refer it to himalone, and not boaſt of 
it, as of our own production. | 
'Tis'this great diſtance betwixt Nature & 
Grace, and their main oppoſition in matter 
of Government, that makes me, ma manner 
deſpair of ever getting the better of my de- 
prav*d nature, prone to evil, even from her 
Cradle ; for ſhe had her downfal by Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion, and the. puniſhment thereof 
by a Decree from Heaven, was intail'd up- 
on all her Poſterity, ſo that Nature, which 
(as firſt created) walk'd nprightly in all her 
ways, became vicious by his lin, and to that 
degree, that all her motions are bent to evil, 


- and is her ſelf ſo blinde, that ſhe leads her 


poor Pupils, I mein the poor Souls that are 
Lodg'd within her precinQas, into the Preci- 


pice of eternal Damnation, 
D 4 The 
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Rom. 9.23, 


The little trength that remain'd in her afs 


ter this fatal overthrow, may be very well 
compar'd to a imall ſparkle, that lies glow- 
ing under the Cinders, and this I call natu- 
ral Reaſon, which is altogether overclouded, 
notwithſtanding ſhe-can diſcern what 1s 
true, and what is falſe ; what is good, and 
what 1s evil ; but has not the power to full. 
fill all that ſhe approves, for ſhe 1s both ſick; 
and crazy, as well in all her Senſes, as in all 
her affe&tions. | 
Wherefore O my moſt gracious Lord! who 
haſt created me to thine own Image and like- 
neſs,grant me I beſceeh thee,that-great grace 
of thine, ſo neceſſary to my Salvation, that 
I may overcome my poor, frail, and cor 
rupt nature, which leads me to fin, and e- 
ven to perdition. For I feet within. my own 
fleſh the law of fin, which does contradide, 
and controle the law of my mind ; and drives 
me'on Captive to all manner of vice; Inſo- 
much that I cannot refiſt its unruly Paſſions, 
unleſs thou 'doſt infuſe thy all-conquering 
grace into my heart. *Tis true I finde my ſelf 
interiourly-inclin*d towards the prattiſe of 
thy divine Law; I know thy Commands to 
be good, juſt and holy ; & that theevil of fin 
1s to be avoided, above all the. miſeries ima- 
ginable ; yet in my ſelf, I am till an obedi- 
ent ſlave to the law of Sin, & am more prone 
_———]: x. 7 to 


to 
of 
th 
of 
an 
oy 
m 
lil 
fu 
bl 


D 
- 


of 


(41) 

to obey the DiRates of Senſuality, then thoſe 
ofa right underſtanding and reaſon. I know 
the good but I want the will to practiſe it : 1 
often purpoſe to do what is gratefull to thee, 
and which may conduce to my own eternal 
Salvation, but alas ! the leaſt obſtacle- brings 
me off from my good reſolutions. I know 
likewiſe the way to perfection, and do ſee 
full well what I onght to do for to attain it; 
but alas ! I am ſo preſs'd down with the 
weight of of my corruptions, that I am not 
able to climb towards it. So that I ſee clearly 
how neceſſary 1s thy Grace, to'begin a good 
work, 'to go on with the ſame, - and to bring 
it to a compleat end; for without thy Grace 
| can perform nothing, but I ſhall be able to 
do- all, if I be affiſted with the fame. Thy 
Grace then O Lord,-1s our ſtrength, our 
chief:ſupport, and the ſolid foundation of all 
our merits. From at alone, all:gxfts of nature 
receive theix eſtimate, no human. Arts, no 
Sciences, no Riches, no Beauty, no ſtrength, 
no Wit,no-Eloquence, (tho? never ſo charm- 
Ing ) is of any value without it. 

The gifts of Nature are common, as well - 
to: the wicked, as tothe Juſt ; but Grace 1s 
the proper Prerogative of the Ele, which 
gives them an affured title to life everlaſting. 
'Tis ſo eminent a favour, that the gift of 
Prophecy, the operation of Miracles, and c- 
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ven the moſt eminent Speculation, is of no 
worth without it ; nay, Faith, Hope, and 
all other Virtuescan never be grateful to they 
O Lord, unleſs they have Grace and Charity 
along with them ; it makes the poor of Spi- 
rit, rich in virtues; and the moſt opulentin 
earthly Treaſures, humble and low in beart. 
She is the Miſtreſs of Truth, the Teacher of 
Diſcipline; the Light of our underſtanding, 
the Comfort of the afflicted, a deliverer from 
all Sadneſs, a remedy againſt fear, a nurſe of 
Devotion, and a moſt powerful] Inſtrument 
to draw ſorrowful ſighs, and bitter tear; 
from our hearts,and eyes ; What am I with- 
out thy Grace O. Lord ? what? but a dry land 
and a fruitleſs Tree, fit for no other uſe 
then to becaſt into the fire. WhereforeOLor 
let thy grace prevent me always,and go wit 
me, in all my ways, that I may be the more 
able to perform thy commands, and comply 
with thy bleſſed will. 


SAVIOUR. 


Santi eſto , Man, wilt thou condemn me, that tho! 
co ALF maylt be juſtified ? wilt thou accuſemt 
netus ſum Of £00 much rigour, and want of diſcretion, 
DPominus that thou mayſt be excus'd of thy intoll 

| ble negligence, ſloath, and transgreſſions: 


11.44, 


d1dft thou not hear me ſpeak by my yy 


| ſuppoſe, this maxim, where the love is,there 


( 43 ) Perfe&us 
Moſes to the People of 1/rael,that they ſhould & abſque 
beall Saints, becauſe that I the Lord their Ro 
God am a Saint ; that they ſhould be all per- — 
fe and without the leaſt Spot in my pre- Deo rue. 
ſence. The ſame command was often repeat- Pcu.18. 13 
ed to thee in the law of Grace; there thou pg 
ſhalt finde what a weighty obligation thou & —nroogy 
lieſt under,to be perfe@ as thy Father in hea-veſter cce. 
yen is. *Tis a tribute due to the Divine Ju-/eltis per- 
ſtice, and as thou haſt thy life from him with _ eſt. 
that obligation,to ſpend it wholly in virtue, ns. 
and in his faithfull Service,thou canſt not dotimore, & 
otherways, without incurring his great diſ-#remore, 
pleaſure, my Apoſtle was order*d by me — 5——_—_ 
warn thee, and all mankinde, to work your yegram 
Salvation with fear, apprehenſion, and trem- Phil. 2.12. 
bling ; never to ceaſe praying, and to be al- Noſtra 
ways imploy'd in ſome good work or other. <vcrla- 
Thou telleſt me of being a frail man z was Ce 
not Peter, was not Paul, and the reſt of my Phil. 2.20. 
Apoſtles made of the: ſame ſtuff as thou art ? Ubi amor 
yet they tell thee, that their dayly and hour- _ — 
ly converſation was in Heaven. ' Thou haſth 
been often told, that he is accurs'd who will faurus 
either ſay,or believe that God has command- tus eſt ib 


ed impoſſible things to Man. His very firſt © <* 


um crit. 


| Precept to him, is, that he muſt love God ,,ye 5.24 


with all his heart; and wilt thou tell me that Verius eſt 


this is an impoſſible thing ? thou beleiveft, '] animaubi 
amae 


Ang. 
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the eye is, & that other ; where thy treaſure, 


Er erat 

© irus 
lis. Zyke 
2% þ) Id 


there thy heart is. I ſhall add another maxim, 
which is no lefs credible,that the Soul is mere 
aſſuredly there where ſhe loves, then where 


ſhe animates; now lay thy hand on thy con- | 


ſcience, and tel! me how often has that un- 


ruly and predominant love, which thou haſt | 


for a filly Creature, oblig*d thee to pay her 
2 Viſit with all humility, reſpe&, patience, 
and with all the expreſſions imaginable of « 
moſt tender affetion ; how often haſt thou 
intreated that object of thy luſt to give thee 
a favourable admittance into her preſence? 
didft thou ever think the time long in her 
company ? no, tho? it were a whole day, it 
ſeem'd but a moment to thy. thoughts; 


would*ſt thou not undergoe all the fatigues | ' 


imaginable, to be admitted into her favour ! 
nay,to purchaſe a ſmile or an amourous glarice 
of her eye; thou wonldſt Fame ſure: endan- 
ger, even thy ſweet life. And wilt tliow be 
backward to do as much for me ? who-came 
from my Fathers breaſt,, to my Servants 
womb, from my heavenly Palace to adirty 
Stable ; from a ſeat of Glory, toa Land of 
miſery ; from the company of Angels;to that 
of brute beaſts; from:a peaceable and: well- 
ſettled government, to be ſubje& to,and uns 
der the command of a poor Carpenter, 2* 
all this was to. retrieve thy loft Soul; bn 
| tnou 
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thon not, I ſay, do as much for me, whg . 
have ſuſtain'd labour and toil the full ſpace of 
thirty three-years, being all that time needy 
and poor, as the Evangeliſts teſtify of me,go- 


- ing bear-beaded and without Shooes, deſti» 
tute of lodging or Cloaths to defend me a+ 


gainſt the Weather ; All this I ſuffer'd to 
lodge thy Soul in Heaven for an eternity, or 
for me who have been betray'd by my own 
Diſciple, deliver'd over into the hands of 
my Enemys, Scourg'd,Crown'd with thorns, 
condemn'd, and naiPd to a ſhameful Croſs,6& 
thereon dy'd to purchaſe for thee, as well as 
for all mankind, an Eternity of Glory. And 
ſhall I have no other return from thee, for 
all my aforeſaid kindneſles, then to tell me 


+ that thou art a frail man, and not an Angel, 


as if the perfetion which I require of thee, 
was rather to be expected from thoſe heaven- 
ly Spirits,then from {o weak and frail a crea- 
tureas thou art, O ingratitude, beyond all 
expreſſion, but alas! it is the common di- 
ſemper of all mankind, for they do general- 
ly deſpiſe the bounties of their Maker z none 
15 content with his State or condition; were 
he as ſtrong as an Elephant,as ſwift asa Buck, 
as light as a Bird, he ſhall complain that he 
wants the Sagacity of Dogs ; the ſight of Ea- 
gles, the long life of Ravens, nay, he will 
repine that he is not immortal, endu*d with 
the knowledge of things to come ; his ingra- 
titude 


_ "T'3) 


titude will not be content with the enjoy: 


ment of that neither ; no, he takes it 111 that 
he is not a God upon Earth. He never con- 
ſiders the advantages of his condition, much 
leſs the goodneſs and love of God to him in 
the benefits he enjoys. The benignity of Pro- 
vidence was ſo great inhis regard, as to give 
him power to ſubdue the ſtrongeſt of Cres- 
tures, overtake the fleeteſt, reclaim the fier- 
ceſt, and outwit the craftieſt. He is within 
one degree of Heaven it ſelf, and yet he is 
not Satisfied, he would fain have Heaven for 
his inheritance, and the glory of Saints for 
his Patrimony, without any further trouble. 
O man, take notice of thy great folly ; wilt 
thou pretend to have Heaven at a cheaper 
Tate, then I have had it, who am the only & 
the undoubted Heir of that bleſſed Kingdom. 
No, that muſt not be; I have ſufficiently 
ſaffer'd tocometo the enjoyments of a crown 
of glory, and thou ſhalt enjoy it upon noo- 
ther terms. Thou muſt labour for it, and 
if thou doſt but begin the work, my grace 
ſhall help thee to bring it to its full accom- 
pliſhment. 

Let not tho frailty of thy nature overbal- 
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| miesface, and to put themall to a ſhameful Conſlicui 


rout. Remember that thou art not only an te Deum 
Angel, but even a God upon Earth, for thou Th=raonis. 
haſt heard me ſay by my Prophet, of a Prieſt Ego pra 
of the Levitical Law, that he was the Angel pj; eſtis. 
of the Lord of Hoſts, and thon art ſatisfied P/al.48. 
that I did appoint A4oiſes to be the God of 

Pharaoh. Who can deny but that Holy Men 

are Gods upon Earth, ſeeing that I have ſaid 

it by one of my Prophets ; the perfeQions of 

man therefore may,and ought to be propor- 

tionably ſuitable, to ſo great a dignity, and 

why ſhouldft thong think it ſtrange that [ 

ſhould expect thee to lead an Angelical life 

on Earth, and to raiſe thy felf by contempla- 

tion, and ſpiritual dile&ion, above thy ſelf, Homo 
wouldſt thou have the words of my Prophet yum 12 
to be verified in thee ? Man being in honour — = 
abideth not, he 1s like the beaſts that periſh. incellexic. 
'Tis certain that thou mazſt, with the aſli- _ 
ſtznce of my grace, make ſo great a Progreſs 00 N 
In virtue, as to be equal with the very An- Cnl_ 
gels, even in thy Pilgrimage, and to enjoy & fimilis 
a more excellent crown of Glory, then ſome fattus cſt 
of them in heaven. In anſwer to thy Second Feb. 
objection, that it 1s impoſſible for man to live = _—_ 
In the world without ſin; "tis true that thou peccatum 
haſt Scripture for what thou ſayſt. For my 291! habe- 
beloved Diſciple avers, that if mortals will == = 
lay that they have no ſin, they deceive them- prantonygg 


ſelyes, //a. 1.8. 


(48) ; 
In multis ſelves and that the truth is not in them ; the 
| offend. ſme Famer my beloved Apoftle, and worthy 
nes Fae, 2, Brother confirms. In many things, ſays be 
Quiteſt We alloffend ; and Job, that perfe&t mode 
homo ur of patience, and worthy object of all mens 
immacula- jqqjtation, ſets this queſtion, what is may} - 
—_— that he ſhould beclean ? and he which is born 
apparcar Of a Woman, that he ſhould be righteous. But 
nacus de- thou muſt underſtand, that Sin 1s properly 
_ call'd a tranſgreſſion , either of the divine, 
rn. or of the natural, or of the poſitive law. 4 
hemo ſu- Man by Gods grace, may, and ought to be 
per cer- free from this, becauſe it is a mortal fin, 
"uy - which he is commanded and bound to avoid, 
nam s for asmuchas it doth give a deadly wound 
non pec- £0 his Soul. ?Tisnot like to a venial Sin, for 
cat.Eccl.7. the Wiſe will tell thee, that there is nota 
PR juſt man upon Earth, that does good and] 
dedie, finncth not: no, for a juſt man falleth ſeven 
Prov, 24. Elmes a day, and riſeth upagain. 

As for the inftableneſs of mans heart, thou 
mayſt be very weil ſatisfied with my Apoſtles 
anſwer ; for I muſtallow him to be a better 
Judge in that caſe, then thou art ; having 
had a far greater triall of the world,and more 
experience in the hearts of men, then thou 
canſt pretend to. For he was firſt a grand 
Perſecutor of my Church, and after a Veſlel 
of Ele&tion, to bring my name and preaci 
ty Doctrine over all the World. If ir 

Wl 
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' ing in the work of the Lord, for as much as 
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wilt ask him what it was that wrought that Scabiles & 
great alteration in him ? he will tell thee, by 97 oviles 
the grace of God [am what Iam and hisyunqans., 
Grace which was beſtowed upon me, w-Sin opere 
got in vain, wherefore my beloyed Brethren, Pominz 


be ye ftedfaſt, unmoyable, always abound-.l _ 


ye know that your labour js not in vain in 
the Lord. 

The wiſe Solomon is much of the ſame op1- 
nion, for he ſays that the Righteous is an e- Juſtus ejug 
verlaſting foundation ; take notice how my fundamen. 
Servants all agree in their Dodcrine, they all #92 zrer- 
have it from the ſame ſpirit. Therefore I tell |.” __ 
thee, that whoſoever hears theſe ſayings of 
mine, and does them, 1 will liken him un-+ 
toa Wiſe man which built his houſe upon a 
Rock: The. rain deſcended, the Flouds came, 
the windes blew, and beat upon that Houſe : 
and it fell not, for jt was founded upon a 
Rock : hence thou mayſt conclude that the 
mind of man, which of her own nature, or 
rather by her awn evil cuſtome, is mighty 
inſtable, and turns every way like a Wind- 

mill, will with the help of my grace be eaſi- 

ly made ſtedfaſt ; fortified by the conſtant 

practice of virtue, and by frequent Ats of - 
Charity become as unmovable as a Rock : 92*mum 
therefore my Apoſtle ſays, it's a good thing gajir.. 
that the heart be eſtabliſh'd with Grace. Ex- Cor. cbr; 
E perience 12: 


FO 

perience will give it further Evidence. Thoy 
knoweſt that the more fervent love is, the 
more ir ſettles the Lover in the Beloved; 
moreover Cuſtom, being as it were a ſecond 
nature; there is nothing ſo difficult but may 
be overcome, and made pleaſant, and eaſy 
by continual practice: even, fo thy mind, if 
it be once adorn'd with divine and ſpiritual 
exerciſes, it will not only with eaſe, but fer- 
vently alſo and with very great ſatisfaQtion 
adhere firmly to me, with more aſſurance & 
comfort, then ever the rich Glutton did de- 
light in his unlawfull pleaſure and treaſures. 
Thou haſt as many, andas authentick Wit- 
neſſes of this truth, as have been Saints and 
perfect men in the world. 


M AN. 
Quid eff Moſt gracious Saviour, the Eternal 
homo wiidom of God !] return thee my hear- 


© ann<agon ty thanks for all thy favours, and for thi 
jus, aur 6. holeſome inſtruction, which thou wert 
lius hemj- Pleas'd to give me. O Lord, what is man 
is quori-That thou art ſo mindful of him, or what ſer- 
am viſitas vice doft thou expect from the Son of man, 


eu? 3-that thou doſt vouchſafe to viſit him ſo offer 


with the ſweetneſs of thy frequent conſolati-| 


ons ? what has he deſerved that thou ſhonldſt 
be ſo free to impart thy grace unto him. _ 
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if thou ſhouldſt deny him that great favour, 
afd even abandon bim,to his unruly paſſions, 
he would have no cauſe to complain of thee, 
for his Sins have juſtly deſerved it. And if 
thou ſhouldſt refuſe to grant him thy prote- 
Qion, yet has he no reaſon to repine at it. 
But grant me Ieave O Lord, to make known 
my grievances unto thee; when I tell thee 


of my great difficulty toattain perfetion, & 


the impoſſibility 1 ly under to depreſs my e- 
vilinclinations. Thou doſt remit me to the 
powerfull help of thy grace, as if it were e- 
yen at hand, and in my power to make uſe 
of upon all occaſions; whereas I am always 
imploring it, nay, and often with weeping 
eyes do I crave thy mercy ; yet all my pray- 
ers are ineffetual, I ſtill being what L 
was, an empty veſſel, void of all grace,cold 
in my devotion, weak, frail, and as prone 
to vice, as ever | was; where is now thy 
promiſe O Lord ? where are thy manyfold & 
often reiterared proteſtations to give a fa- 
vourable hearing toall poor Sinners at any 
time, when they make their Addreſſes to thee. 
Ask thou ſayſt, and it ſhall' be given you. 
Seek and you ſhall fing : Knock and it ſhall 
be opened unto you ; For every one that. 
asSketh, receiveth, and he that ſecketh, find- 
eth, and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be 
opened. 
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Theſe are thy promiſes, here are thine 
own invitations z however, in all ſubmiſh. 
on, I preſume to ſay what the holy Job con- 
feſs'd in the height of his afflitions, and what 
heexpreſs'd in the bitterneſs of his ſorrow- 
ful and troubled heart ; 1 cry unto thee, ſays 
he, and thou doſt not hear me: I ſtand up, 
and thou regardeſt me not. 1 may lament 
with the Prophet Feremy, and ſay, that thou 
haſt builded againſt me, and hedg'd thy ſelf 
about with a thick cloud, ſo that when I cry 
and ſhout,thou heareſt not my prayer. I may 
likewiſe complain with the Prophet 1/aiah, 
that The multitude of thy mercies arereſtrain- 
ed from me. O Lord ! if what theſe great 
and holy men have faid be true, how can], 
poor finfull Soul, expe& that my prayers 
will be heard ; or that thou wilt comply with 
my earneſt and humble requeſt ? I have more 
reaſon to apprehend the ſeverity of thy Ju- 
ſice, then to expect the produRts of thy mer- 
cy, for I may well ſay with Es4ras, O Lord! 
I am confounded 6 aſhamed before thy face, 
for my Sins are multiply'd above my head, 
and my iniquitys have reached up to Heaven- 


SAVIOUR. 


[| Am the ſearcher of all Hearts, there cal 
be nothing therein, that is not viſible to 
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my eyes. I have all their thoughts in my pro- 
ſpeft, and all the ations of men are regi- 
er'd in my book of accounts, 1 know that 
thy fears and querelous complaiats do pro- 
ceed from a pious, and upright minde, and 
therefore am reſolved to give a favourable 
anſwer toevery particular objection of thine. 
I know thou deſt not deubt of the trath of 
my words, but thou woyld'ſ fain have the 
right meaning of them, and conceive at fulh 
how my words, and promiſes ( which ſeem 
to be contradiQory ) may be juſtifyed in thee. 
Wherefore take it for a certain truth, and an - 
infallible Rule, that none, who does what 
lies in him,fhall periſh, or ever be abandon*d 
by God; no, He is ſo mercifull a Creator, 
that He will refuſe no body the concurrence 
of his grace, for he ardently deſires the Sal- 
vation of all, without-any exception of per- 
ſons, as thou mayft ealtly conclude by that 
folema invitation which he gives to all man- 
kinde; Come unto me, ſays he, all ye thac 
arg heavy, and 1 will give you reſt : as alſo 
by that great care which he takes of every, _ 
particular man,evenfrom hisMothers womb, roar gg 
to diſpatch one of his heavenly Courtiers, ſuis man- 
With expreſs orders to keep, protect and de- davit de te 
fend him, as well from the rage 6f his inſulc- ** cuſtodt- 
ing enemies, asfrom all other ſiniſter acci- OED 
Cents which poor Mortals are incident to. vijs ruis. 
| 'E 3 This Mat.q. 6. 
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This and many more Inſtances I might pro- 
duce, of the great tenderneſs that God has 
for man, ſo that none who is truly a Chrj- 
ſtian, has the leaſt ground to doubt, but that 
he, and his only and dearly beloved Son al- 
ſo, who has ſaffer'd fo much for men, and 
gave even his very Life to ſave them from 
Death everlaſting, will be ready, not only 
to hear their prayers at all times, but alſo 
molt free, to comply with their requeſt. 

But I muſt give thee to underſtand that 
prayer is an at of virtue, and therfore it's 
call'd, Latria, fo that it is not every petition 
that can be rightly term'd a prayer, for this 
is an humble demand of decent and neceſſary 
thingsto Salvation. As thou art. oblig d to bt 
firmly fix'd in the conſtant. practice of other 
virtues, thou mult be the ſame in prayer,thou 
muſt never give over, but ſtill continue up- 


on the ſame ſubject with God. And withi 
if thou doſt expe to be heard, and to obtall 
the effects of thy prayer from him,thou mul 
add the following councel to my former,thi 
Js, utterly to break off with vice, and fall in 
to a virtuous life. For what a ridiculous thin 
it is to think, that God will remit thee th] 
Sins, whilſt thou art reſolv'd,not to forſal 
them, but rather to increaſe them dayly-1 
hope for any mercy at his hands, whom th 

daſt diſhonour, provoke and offend hour! 
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what doft thou think of it ? is it not to laugh 
at the Almighty, and to ridicule the Omni- 
potent ? If thou hadſt dealt fo with a terene 
King, or with one of an inferiour degree, 
certainly he would be highly diſpleas'd with 
thee, and take itas a great affronr, that thou 
ſhouldſt crave his pardon forthe wrong thou 
haſt. done him, and which thou art reſoly'd 
not to repent; how much more ſhould the 
God of infinite Juſtice, the Lord of unſpeak- 
able Majeſty, and the Judge of illuminate 
Wiſdom, be incens'd againſt a poor, wretch- 
ed creature, that would go ſo bare-fac'd to 
affront him. 

By what is ſaid thou mayſt underſtand that 
the duty of a well-meaning Orator, is firſt to 
be inwardly griev*d to have ever offended his 
God, ſecondly to make him condign fatisfa- 
Qion for all his paſt offences, thirdly to pur- 
poſe firmly not only to avoid Sin, but alſo 
the occaſion which may bring him to ic. Af- 
ter this worthy preparation, he then muſt 
make a ſorrowful, entire, and ſincere confeſ- 
ſion of all his Sins, to his ſpiritual Father, & 
fulfill exatly what ſatisfaQtion he ſhall enjoyn 
him. 1fthou doſt perform this, and live e- 
ver after according to th:ſe diftates, thou 
ſhalt undoubtedly obtain from God theeffect 
of thy prayer, let it be what thou wilt, ei- 
ther the remiſſion of thy ſins, or a further m- 
E 4 creaſe 
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creaſe of Grace,or any other rational requeſt, 
1 muſt confeſs, that he does ſometimes, even 
as a wiſe and provident Father, delay thi 
performance thereof, but it is to try,the faith, 
and patience of his Orators, and to exerciſe 
his Ele&, even the moſt holy among ther, 
thatthey may be worthyPreſidents to others 
or it is to praQiſetheir virtge and perfect re: 
ſignation to his holy will, in order to grati- 
fie them with a mote” eminent degree of 


glory. 
MAN. 


O My moſt gracious Lord! thou haſt 
\ / now made a full and Satisfactory an- 
ſwer to all my complaints, objeQtions, and 
Queries, but notwithſtanding Iam ſtill 6 
perplex*d with anguiſhes, and ſo troubled in 
mind, that I do not know what to make of 
my ſelf; or where I may be eas'd of this worm 
that gnaws my guilty conſcience, and all my 
trouble proceeds from a well-grounded ap- 
prehenſion, that I was never really contrite 
for my Sins,never made a ſincere & forrow- 
ful confeſſion of them, and that I never pray'd 
to my God as I ought, or had that great cafe 
to amend my Life, and to avoid the occaft 
on of Sin. | 


SAVIOUR 
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SAVIOUR. 


Man be not at all diſmay'd, thou haſt 

(often heard that virtue does conſiſt in 
the middle, nay *is the middle of too viti- 
ous extreams, even as liberality is a medi- 
un betwixt prodigality and tenacity, and 
therefore I would have thee to place thy ſelf 
betwixt deſpair and preſumption z betwixt 
an impertinent Security, and an immoderate 
fear; fix a firm hope in thy God, of whoſe 
mercy thou canft not deſpair without a mor- 
tal offence. 
However Ido not diſallow thy fear, when 
it is in a reaſonable degree ; for the wiſe man 
will fear upon all occaſions, bat eſpecially 
Where the matter is in doubt, whether it will 
fo well or ill with him; as in this caſe, theu 
doſt not know for certain, whether thou art 
worthy of Gods love, or deferving of his 
hatred ; Whether thou art in the ſtate of 
Grace, or in that of Sin; whether predeſti- 
nate, or damn\d for ever. 


M AN. 


My Saviour, to conſider feriouſly how 
IJ {trait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leads to. Salvation ! no rational man 
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can chooſe but admire the blindneſs, the va- 
nity, the great folly, or rather madneſs of 
wicked men ; they know that they havea 
Soul which informs, and gives motion to 
their body ; that this Soul is ſtamp*d with 
the likeneſs and Image of her Creator ; that 
ſhe is entail 'd to an eternity of glory, and yet 
they run like ſo many mad wild Boars, ſeek- 
ing where to ſatisfy their luſtful, and evil 
inclinations, without the leaſt thoughts of 
that ever-bleſied Manſion, Heaven : of that 
radient day of Eternity, of that day which 
never w1ll admit of any darkneſs. But let the 
wicked ( if they will be fo obſtinate) run 
their courſe; as for my ſelf, I ſhall never de- 
fiſt ſighing after that Land of Promiſe, whilſt 
I remain in this vail of miſery, where poor 
man is inviron'd with ſo many afflictions, and 
croſſes, tainted with ſo many Spots of Sin, 
peſter'd with ſo many brutal paſſions, plagu'd 
with ſo many fears and cares; diſturb'd witl 
ſo many fooliſh and vain curioſities ; ſub 
jeQt to ſm many changes, and errors; col 
ſum'd with ſo many labeurs and toils, liabl: 
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to ſo many temptations & ſnares, ſometime! 
ſick with over-much eating and drinking, 6 
ſometimes alſo famiſhing with hunger ani 

thirſt. 
O Lord ! when ſhall I ſeean end put to# 
theſe evils? when ſhall I be free'd from tv 
| intollerads 


* bg by my 
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intollerable ſlavery of vice ; when fhall I have 
thee for the ſole obje& of all my thoughts ? 
when ſhall I throughly rejoyce in thee, or 2m me 
when wilt thou deliver me out of this mortal lb<ravic 
priſon, to enjoy the liberty of thy beloved - —_— 
in heaven ? when ſhall I be bleſs'd with a ſo- pyjus. 
lid peace, void of all trouble, as well of Rom.7. 24+ 
mind, as of body. 
O Sweet Jeſw ! when ſhall I be ſo happy as 
to ſee thee, and to ſtand for ever in the deep 
contemplation of the glory of thy heavenly 
Court, and Kingdom ? when ſhalt thou be 
to meallinall? when ſhall I ſit at that mag- 
nificent table which thou haſt prepar*d from 
all Eternity for thy beloy'd ? Alas ! herel 
am left a poor and baniſh'd creature in an e- 
nemies land, where nothing is to be ſeen but 
conſtant mutinies, dayly wars, and great 
miſcarriages. | 
O Lord ! be graciouſly pleas'd to Comfort 
mein my baniſhmeat, and to leſſen my ſor- 
row ; for all the pleaſures of this world ſeem 
now a burden to me, and not any ſatisfaction; 
it's therefore that I long to be intimately u- 
nited with thee, but my weakneſs will not 
admit of that great happineſs. I would wil- 
lingly hear, and think of heavenly things, 
but my worldly affairs will not allow it, no 
more will my immortif'd inclinations, and 
brutiſh paſſions : my mind would fain _ 
; | ove 
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bove the World, and look with a diſcaining 
eyeon all it's allurements, but my fleſh de 


preſſes my Spirit, and keeps all my ſenſs 


captive. Haſten then, O Lord,and ſetan en{ 
to this inteſtine War, take my Soul to thee 
her Creator, and my Body to its primitiye 
nothing. 

Thus do I unfortunate man fight againf 
my ſelf, both night and day,the Spirit woull 
fain have an abſolute ſupremacy over the 
fleſh, but the fleſh Goes thwart her, and will 
diſpute the matter with the dint of her furj, 
ous and headftrong paſſions, and I] poor 
Wretch muſt be the fatal field where theſ: 
two mortal foes do fight hand to hand, but 
alas! the fleſh always remains Conqueror, & 
marches off with diſplay'd colours. Theres 
nolikelyhood of a peace without thy grace: 
grant therefore O Lord, that theſe two ad- 
verſaries may joyn in 2 right underſtanding, 
and come to thee with a true ſenſe of their 
long and obſtinate rebellion z with a ſorrow- 
ful and contrite heart, and with a firm reſo- 
lution to live ſubmiſſive to thy divine laws, 
for the remainder of their mortal life. 


SAVTOUR. 


| Man! even as thou art oblig'd to love 
thy God with all thy heart, and to that 
degree, 


—_ 
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degree, that thou wouldſt ſooner looſe,even 
thy life, and ſuffer all the loſles and affliti- 
ons imaginable, rather then to offend him 
by giving conſent to the leaſt of mortal Sins; 
ſo thou- art bound to grieve more for the 
committing of one mortal Sin, then for any 
painful evil, or earthly damage,tho' it were 
the total deſtruQion and ruin of thy Family. 
This is the grief which 1 call contrition, and 
which may be abſolutely accounted the great- 
eſt in nature. My Council of Trent gives thee Conc Trene. 
a perfect 7dea of this great and ſorrowtful Sa- Sep. _ 
crifice, when it defines it to be a grief of y 
mind ; and deteſtation of Sin, with a reſoln- 
tion to avoid it for the future. 

It is a grief of minde, that 1s a great re- $acrifici- 
zret, and an inward diſpleaſure, which is um Deo 
conceiv?d in the heart of man, for having of- 5piritus 
fended his God. "Tis alſo a deteftation,which (onTihe, 
Is hatred, and an averſion which one has to go, 
Sin, when he conſiders it to be a moſt wicked 
thing, a mortal enemy to God, and deſtru- 

Qive to his own Salvation. But there muſt be 
a firm reſolution made to avoid Sin for the 
future, and likewiſe the occaſion which leads 
tO it, this is anecellary conſequence of that 
grief & hatred of fin ; for if thou be*ſt hear- 
tily ſorry for the evil -ommitted, and doſt 
truly deteſt it, thou wilt alſo have a will to 
avoid it, if nor, *tis moſt evident, that _ 
ha 


A 


Deut 4. 


Scinlice Ed the Pennance of the Jews, they made gre 
exteriour ſigns, even to rent their cloth 
veſtra & butthey were not at all mov*d in their heart 
non veſti- 114 therefore I told them by 
that they ſhould convert themſelves ton 
Dominus. With all their hearts, in tears and lament 
tions, and that they ſhould tear their heart 
and not their garments. Both Scripture at 
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haſt neither ſorrow nor averhon. 


This contrition, to be perfed and effeth 
\ al, muſt have four conditions, it muſt beir 
teriour, Supernatural , univerſal and $ 


vereign. It muſt be interiour, I mean fre 


the heart; for the outward expreſſion 
grief, is at beſt, but a complement, and; 
meer illuſion, whereby many poor Souls ar 


 baſely deceiv?d and utterly ruin'd. 


heart muſt be ſenſibly touch'd with con 
punCtion, it muſt be an a of the will, the 


muſt convert thy ſelf to God with all 


heart, and ſeek for him with the ſorrow an 


tribulation of thy Soul. See how I reprehen 


Reaſon does manifeft this truth, that 


forrow for thy Sins muſt be lodg'd int 
heart, and as thy will was the principal cal 
of thy Sin, ſo it muſt be the chief ator 
thy ſorrow. Thy heart muſt renounce 6 


evil which it has willfuily committed, 4 


deteſt the ſin which it had formerly affect 


Thy Grief muſt iſſue from a ſuperna 
mot! 


my Propit; 


[ 


U 
3 
| motive, and the reaſon of it is, that an aQi- 
on purely natural cannot be a condign fatis- 
faction to me, for thy mortal tranſgreſſion 
of my poſitive commandment, thou mayſt 
ſe by the ſorrow of Saxl,who did not grieve 
{ for his ſin, but for the loſs of his Kingdom, 
which God had reſolv*d to take from him,to 
{ give it to a more faithful, and obedient, ſer- 
x vant. Antiochus*s ſorrow was grounded upon 
cond the like motive; for he did not weep for 
that his fins, but by reaſon of his great misfor- 
| thi tunes. Aflitions may indeed ſtir up a Sin- 
{and ner to return to God, but they ſhall never be 
jen} able to reclaim him from his wickedneſs with- 
ere out my Grace. To obtain which he muſt de- 
oth} teſt his ſins, becauſe they are infinitely of- 
earth fenſive to God ,, and a great obftacle to his 
phe own Salvation ; theſe are ſupernatural mo- 
om tives, without which thy contrition will ſig- 
ents nify nothing in order to receive the grace 
eart} of God. 

eat Thy gricfmuſt be alſo ſovereign, that is 
t ih moſt powerful. And the reaſon for it is,that 
ntl} its not enough to deteſt Sin upon a ſuper- 
| caij Natural motive, but that this motive muſt 0- 
tors Verrule all other, that comeinto thy minde, 
e i and rather dcteſt ſin by reaſon of the damage 
|. aq it brings to thy Salvation, or the injury done 
ed £0 God thereby, then for any natural evils 
which it may produce, and be ready to ſuf- 
fer 
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fer them all, rather then commit one mor 
tal Sin. This is what Divines call dete| 
ing Sin, Supra omne deteftabile, that is, tod 
teſt it more then all which in the world is @ 
[ pable to ſtir up thy hatred and deteſtation, 
 Exechis, 1 fine, thy grief muſt be univerſal, ast 
18 all mortal fins, without excepting any ; 
therefore I order*d my Prophet to tell my 
People, that they muſt do Pennance for 2 
the Sins which they had committed ; and 
the Sinner ſhall do Pennance for all his $i 
he ſhall live. The reaſon of it is, that mor | 
tal Sins cannot be remitted, but totally, nd} | 
one without the reſt, for if thou ſhouldſrt re} © 
ſerve an affeftion for one mortal Sin, thif t 
thon ſhouldſt have an abhorrence againſtdf « 
the reſt, thou art ſcill an enemy to God,and 


a worthy obje&t of his lugheſt diſpleaſure { 
By this thou mayſt perceive how groſsly thei} 
are miſtaken, who pretend to be perfedh} a 
contrite, and yet refuſe to pardon injurig} t 
to be reconciPd to their Enemies, to reſto} n 
unlawful goods, to avoid the immediate oo © 
caſions of Sin. In a word, all thoſe thathanp © 
any wilful tye, to any particular fin, hay a 
have the ſame meaſure from my hands, | $ 


Antiochws had, for their Pennance as well Þ 
: his is but imaginary. | 


MA 


(65) 
M 4 N 


$ k> My moſt mercifull Lord! have pitty 

In, apon me, and let my poor Soul par- 

$f} take of the wonderful effects of thy great cle- 

i mency. I acknowledge now the great evil 

| mj which I have done; now I fee the grievous- 

ral nefs of my Sins, now I -ſce how few bave that 

Ui trueand perfect contrition which is ſo nece(- 

Sing fary to Salvation; ſeeing they relapſe into 

rh} their habitual offences ſo ſoon ; and ſo cali- 

nd} 1y, for had they that great ſorrow for their 

tre} Sins, they would be certainly more vigilant 
wi to avoid them, then to prevent the greateit 
of all mistortunes. 

They. would be alſo more eager to ſet a 
ſtop to the dangerous currant of venial Sins, 
ſince they are the preludes of a vicious tabir, 
and that by degrees they bring us to make no- 
thing of mortals; for they do notably dimi- 
niſh the lights of our underſtanding, the ſin- 
cerity of our minde is overclouded by them; 
our heart over-ruPd ; the ſtrength of grace, 
and the vigour of virtue made weaker, our 
Soul diforder'd, and laid open to 4ll evil im- 
preſſions. 

' *Tistrue, they don't deſtroy ſanRQifying 
grace ; but they diſpoſe us very much to loſe 
it, All together they don't make a mortal 

J ur 
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but they diſpoſe the Soul to fall into it. They 
don't dire&ly cauſe death ; but they create 


thoſe ſpiritual weakneſſes, & maladies which | 


bring death with them. In a word, tho' ve- 
nil Sins don't break the league and unity be- 
twixt God and the Soul, which 1s ground- 
ed upon that happy foundation of grace, yet 
inperceptably they diminiſh it, and by this 
diminution Charity is weaken'd in us, and 
God by degrees withdraws from us,the chief 
favours of his aſſiſtance in all our fpiritual 
neceſiities; conſequently having leſs ſtrength, 
we fall more eaſily into mortal Sin, when 
we are aflaulted by any temptation. 

By this I may cahlyconclude, that whoe- 
ver 1s careleſs to avoid venial fins, has not a 
ſuſhcient abhorrence of mortals, for there's 
nothing ſo venial but may be,through an im- 
moderate complacency, diſſolution, or re- 
creation, become of the number of mortals, 
and perhaps of the moſt capital Sins. How 
then is it poſlible, for thoſe that continue 
whole hours, nay from morning till night 
in Taverns, and Tipling-houſes, Ranting, 
Drinking, Dancing, and other ſuch like dif 


ſolutions to be excus?d from mortal Sins, | 


ſince that God threatens with a woe, even 
thoſe who think of unprofitable things. He 
docs the ſame to thofe that place all tkeir con- 
folztion and felicity in Riches. As _ 
tho 
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thoſe that in any thing belonging to nature yz vohis 
take pleaſure to exceſs. Ah ! Theſe are my divitibus 


| familiars, O Lord, wherewith I have ſo of- 4#il:aberis 


ten displeas'd thee 3 rebellious, ungrateful, cm ye. 


and perfidious creature, as Iam. ] have been ram, 
created to thy Image and likeneſs, but alas !Ervz vo-: 
by my Sins I have made my Soul moſt like P*9ui &- 
mee the Devils, thoſe monſters of ingrati- ,g;. 7.4.5 
tude, 

By my Sins I have often renew*'d the bit- 
ter Death and Paſlion of Jeſs thy beloved 
Son, O howcan I worthily deplore ſo great _ 
an evil ! who will give water to my head, pur ire 
a fountain of tears to my eyes,to lament both aquam, = 
night and day my miſery and malice ? To oculismeis 
have contributed to thy death O Lord, is of fonrem 
all other motives the moſt powerful to reple- >= 
niſh my minde with grief and forrow ; and ne 
therefore do deſire to hear from thy ſelf the die ac no- 


particulars of it. Qe. 7cr.g. 1 
SAVIOUR. 


"Now then, that after I had taken man 
LA. ont of the bowells of the Earth with,a 
Faczamnits, and created him, to my own I- 


Mageand likeneſs; in order to make him 


oleLord and abſolute Monarch of the whole 
Univerſe, with full power to take and raſt 
of all things that a moſt pleaſant paradiſe 

F 2 could 
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could afford, (the fruit of Life only except- 
ed). Hethe ungratefull and rebellious crea- 
ture, conſidering the great advantage of his 
condition, and the greatneſs of his dignity, 
which ſhould be to him a ſufficient motiveto 
love, obey, reſpedt and praiſe me for ever; 
took thence occaſion to mutiny, rebel] and 
deſert me, and enter into a league againſt 
me with Zucifer, whom I had a little before 
cxp2IPd Heaven for his thoughts of Pride & 
Ambition; and who, from that very mo- 
ment made a vow to deface and deſtroy my 
Pinre, being that he could not annoy my 
Perſon. This ſo heinous an offence, deſery'd 
he ſhould be immediately commanded ont of 
that Terreſtrial Paradiſe, where he was cre- 
ated and liv'd like a petty Prince, and where 
he had all other creatures, cven the moſt fu- 
T1ous among them, at. his beck, to do with 
Accenih them as he thought fir. . 

argerrum He was therefore turn'd off as a vagabond, 
& veſtes a Caſt into exile, and made liable to ſuffer the 
Naaman puniſhmenr, even of the damn'd, for as he de- 
led 5 camean aſtociate to the Devil in Sin, "cwas 
pany #" fif he ſhould be his companion in torment. 
adhz:ebit Thou haſt heard of my Judgement inflicted 
ribi, &-on Gehazs4 my Prophets ſervant, and how, 
mim mo for taking Naaman's mony and cloths, for 


_ the cure of his Leproſy ; I order'd that for 
wum. His covetous tranſgreſſion, both heand all his 
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reneration to the worlds end, ſhould ſhare 
in his Leproſy, as he did in his garments. 
Even ſo have | decreed againſt man, who 
had ſo much affected Lucifers Pride and Am- 
bition, that he ſhould be likewiſe infected 
with his Leproſy, and as he was obedient to 
his ſuggeſtions, he ſhould partake of his pu- 
niſhments alſo. Behold the faral Metamor- 
phoſis of man, and how for imitating the 
Devil in his rebellion, he forfieted my re- 
ſemblance, to pur on that of this molt hor- 
rid and hideous Monfter of Hell. 

Man being made ſo abominable by fin,and 
ſogreat an eyefore to my divine Eſſence, I 
Inmercy was mov'd, not to reflect ſo much 
upon the injury done to my Supream Majeſty, 
4s not to condole the greatneſs of his deplo- 
rable miſery,& was more inclin*'dtocompaſli- 
onate his weakneſs; then to be reveng'd of his 
crime. Whereupon to repair his loſs, I un- 
derto2k to mediate his peace with my hea- 
venlyFather,and in order to ſo great a work, 
[contracted with humane nature ſo ſtrict an 
aliance, that I became both God and man, 
which was ſo grateful to my Father, that he 
not only forgave man all his paſt tranſgreſli- 
ons, but alſo receiv*d him into favour with 
al the demonſtrations of joy that could be 
expreſs'd. Who would ever expect that ſo 
arge and ſo dangerous a breach ſhould ever 

F 3 be 
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remreves. DOE vile, and- deſpicable then man. Not- 


(70) 


be repair'd? who would ever imagine that 
two things {o oppoſic one to the other, as is 
the divine, to humane nature; ſhould come 
to ſubſiſt and remain together, not in one 
houſe, not at one rable, nor in one bed, but 
in one and the fſeit-fame perſon. This 1s 4 
miracle beyond the expeRation of man, and 
indced beyond texpreſlion of an Angel, for 
there cann't be any two more contrary then 
15 God and the Sinner - yet now what two 


can be more firmly united, or have greater] j;, 


influence, then God and man. There is no- 


withſtanding, God: with all humility de- 
ſcends from Heaven to man; and man al- 
cends to Heaven 'with God ; ſo that tit 
ation of man is the ſame with that of God, 
and whatever God 1s ſaid to have done, mij 
be juſtly imputed'to man, becauſe- that Ia 
both God and man.  - « ; B 

Who would ever believe that man, to 
him naked after his diſmal fal!, and abſcond- 
ing in one corner orother in Paradiſe fort 
keep himſelf from Gods indignation an 
wrath, who would belicye I ſay, that ſuchi 
fordid and contemptable ſubſtance, ſhoull 
be in time united to God in one and the ſan 
Perſon? 

This was 2 ſtrange union indeed, andq - 
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true lovers knot, for when it was upon the 
diſſolution at the time of my Paſſion, it did 
not in the leaſt fail, but was rather violent- 
ly ſeparated, to ſhew what an amorous inclt- 
nation I had to be fill united to humane na- 
ture. Death indecd might have taken my 
Soul from my body, and break off that uni- 


on of nature which kept them together ; but gygq (- 
had not the power to withdraw my Godhead mel aſſum- 
from either of them, for that was an union Pfit nun- 
of the divine perſon, which I ſhall never re- © di- 
linquiſh, having once fix?d upon it with all 


the tenderneſs of a moſt ardent love. 


MAN. 
'Q Lord ! I am ſo mnch oblig'd to thee, 


for this extraordinary great favour, 
that I am not able to return thee ſufficient $ 
thanks, for the way and means which thou 
haſt taken to redeem me, and my very re- 
demption is ſo great a benefit, that no An- 
gelical tongue is able to expreſs it. All that [ 
can ſay, is, that I am bound by all the ties 
both of nature and conſcience to love thee, 
and ſtand ſubmiſſive to thy laws for ever : 
Thou haſt deliver*d my Soul out of the infer- 


"| nal Dragon's jaws : and without any merir 


of mine, but meerly through the multitude 


| ofthy mercies, thou haſt reconcil'd me to 
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thy ſelf, This is eternally worthy of praiſe; 
But it I conſider how, and after what man- 
ner thou haſt done me that unſpeakable fa- 
vour, 1 ſhall finde that it does excecd even 
that great work of my redemption. Thy 
- ,.., Worksare wonderfull in all their circumſtan- 

lirabilis X . . 
Deus in CCS, and tho' man when he conliders one, 
| SanRis ſuis docs Tally believe that nothing can go be- 
yond it, it's ſo prodigious in his eye, yet 
when he brings his minde'to the ſerious con: 
templation of another of thy wonders, his 
former amazement is over, and his eyes are 
Ec Sanus Lotally ſix*d upon this, even to the annihi- 
in oani; lation of his ſenſes. This his judgment of the 
a G07: MALLET CJocs nct atall diminiſh the greatneſs 
* of thy glory, but rather gives It a more re- 
ſplendent luſtre, and makes appear how 
wonderful and holy thou art in all thy 

works. 

Ou: But by what 'means O Lord wert thou 
ns Poe L | 
teſt facere Pleas 'd to releaſe me out of my bondage; 
mnndum to clzanſe my Soul of all her iniquitics? Thou 
de immun- mightſt indeed have reftor\d me ſeveral ways 
gary ro a perfect hcalth of Soul, even by a word 
- qui ſolus Of thy mouth, without any further labour or 
es. 706, Coſt, but thy liberality was ſo great, and fo 
wondcrtu] towards me,that to give me a Pe1- 
fe& demonfration of rhe exceſs of thy good- 
ncſs, and love, thou wert pleas'd to help 
me out of. my miſery, with ſuch exceſſive 
SY Pall 
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pains and anguiſhes, that the very thoughts 

of them brought a þloudy Sweat over all thy 

limbs : and thy bitter Paſſion, which did im- 
mediately follow, was of force to rent and 

ſplit even the hardeſt Rocks with grief. Let 

the Heavens therefore praiſe thee O Lord ! 

and all the Saints and Angels extoll thy won- 

ders and the greatneſs of thy mercy ! Thou 

canſt live*of thy ſelf independent of man, 

who is, at his beſt, but a handfall of clay ; 

and conſequently could neither be a hin- 

drance to thy glory, nor give It any fur- 

ther increaſe ; and if the perpetual deſtru- 

&ion of all mankinde had enſu'd the diſmal 

fall of Adam, it could not have been in any Si pecca- 
reſpe& prejudicial to thee; for as holy Job 2-16, ques 
fays, if thou Sinneſr, what doſt thou againſt bis. my 
him ? or if thy tranſgreſſions be multiply 'd, mulcipli- 
what doſt thou unto him ? If thou be righte- az tue- 
ous,' what giveſt thou him? or what re- M3 191qut- 
ceiveth he of thine hand ? Theu art O Lord , my as 
ſorich, that thy wealth cann't be increas'd ; contra e- 
ſo potent, that thou canſt not be more pow- vm p21ro 
erful; and ſo wiſe, that thon wanteſt egy ay 
the counſel of any. Thou art neither grea- Jondbie &i, 
ter nor leſſer, before, nor after the Creation aut quid 
of the World. Tho? all the orders of Holy - —_ 
Angels ſhould inceſſantly ſing thy praiſes, 
and tho? all Sublunary 5 res lh ſhould be 7 508 
conſtantly imploy'd in the like affair, thon 
OS os canſt 


Pant: not be riore glorions, then thou art; 
267 lels cho” they ould ail combine to curſe, 
22d Blaſpheme thee. When we were all thy 
nrofe{2d Enemies, thou wert pleas'd to 
debafe thy ſelf fo low, as to deſcend from 
thy heavenly Throne, into this Land of mi- 
ſery ; to put on the habit of our mortality, 
make thy ſelf liable to all our debts, and 
for the ſatisfaction thereof, to ſuffer the 
greateſt torments, that the malice and rage 


of Man or Devil could ever invent. 
S AVIOUR. 


Hou ſayſt true, O Man, for thy Love 1 

was content to be born in a ſtable, laid 

in a manger, betwixt an Ox and an Aſs, to 
receive 4 little heat by their breathing ; 
wrap'd up in clouts,and was eight days after 
my Nativity circumcis'd ; ſo early did I make 
an effuſion of part of my blood, and ſpent 
the remainder to the laſt drop on the Croſs 
for thy Redemption. It was for the love of 
thee that I fled into Egypr, where I continu'd 
fall Seven years in want and miſery, and af- 
ter my return what Perſecutions and trou- 
bles 1 ſuffer'd from the hands of that un- 
grateful, and ſtiff-necked Nation of 1/racl, 
was meerly for Love of thee. My faſting, my 
watching, my journeys from one place to a- 
| hs nother, 


(75) 
nother, and often diſappointed ( tho? weary 
and faint ) of a place to ſhelter me from th” 
inconveniencies of foul weather, was wholly 
for thy' ſake. 1z Fine, all the miſeries and 


| tortures which thy Sins had deſery?d, were 


experienc'd by me ſolely npon taccount 
of thy Love. For I was innocent and with- 
out the leaſt ſpot of Sin, free from all fallacies 
or circumventions, and never offenſive to 
any, tho? I was wrong'd and highly injur'd 
by all. 

fon thy ſake, O man, was 1 betray'd by 
my own iDiſciple, apprehended by an un- 
ruly and Malignant Rabble, forſaken by my 
Friends, deny 'd by the chief of my Apoſtles, 
ſold to my Enemies for @ trifle, Arraign'd 
before a Judze 3 accus'd as a Criminal, Sen. 
tenc'd and condemn'd as a notorious Male- 
factor ;z exposd to the Scoffs and derifions 
of the Multitude : Before my Execution ] 
was ſcourg'd with no leſs cruelty, then ſhame 
and diſgrace : deliver*d over to tlinſolence 
of inſulting, and bloudy Soldiers, who 
Crown'd me with Thorns as a Mock-King, 
in derifion and Scorn. 1z Fine, I] was led 
to execution, nail'd to a ſhameful Croſs, 
expos'd to the view of all the World be- 
tween two Thieves, as if I had been an 
Impoſtor, a Cheat, and the worſt of Men. 
At laſt, O man, amidſt theſe exceſlive pains 
7 | 0 
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| of my Body, and far greater anguiſhes of 
Pater 11 my Senl,overwhelm?d with forrow and con- 
—. fuſion, I pour'd out my laſt Breath in th'arms 
| mendo of the Croſs, recommendiftg my Spirit into 
| Spiritum the hands of him that ſent me, at my own 
| meum- requeſt to purchaſe thy Redemption. 
mice 2. Giveear, O man, to the ſorrowful deſcrip- 
tion which my Prophet gives thee, as well of 
my Perſon, as of the torments which I have 
ſuffer'd for thee. There was no beauty in 
him, ſays he, nor comelineſs, and we have 
ſeen him deſpis'd, and made the moſt abjet 
of Men ; he was a man of ſorrow, and know- 
ing infirmities. We hid, as it were, our faces 
from him; he was deſpis'd, and we eſtcem'd 
him not. He ſurely hath born our infirmitles, 
and our ſorrows he hath carry*d, and we 
_ have thought him to be, as it were, a Leper 
puli me and ſtricken of God, and humbled : and he 
pzrcuſh was wounded for onr iniquities, he was bro- 
cum.1/a53 ken for our Sins : The diſcipline of our peace 
was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are 
heal'd: God, ſays he again, has laid on him 
all our iniquities, and hath ſtricken him for 
tne Sins of his People. 
Acknowledge theretore, O man, how great 
| _ thoſe thy evils were, that oblig'd me the 0n- 


jam pra- 1/7 and dearly belovy'd Son of God to be thus 
ja ſuar Wounded, mangled,and bruiſed to cure them. 


ulnera Certainly, if thoſe Sores had not been mor 
ro quibus - tal, 4 


(77) necelle te; 


tal, and even the fatal cauſes of the eternalic unigent- 
death of thy Soul, I bad never ſuffer'd ſo Det 
tum vul- 
cruel a death for her recovery.Can there be a ,...; 5. 
more conſiderable or a preſſing motive to la« non &fſene 
ment and abhor thy Sins, then to remember hc ad 
that they were the only cauſe of all my ſuf- mapa 
ferances, and even of my moſt bitter death, 
upon the Croſs. The Jews went once through piternam, 
Feruſalem, and bewail'd the deſtruQion of nunquam 
that Royall City, and the loſs of their King: Þ*2 his fi- 
ts Dex 
how much more reaſon haſt thou to lament... 
thy great misfortune, to have occaſion'd my Ber. Ser. 
death, who am thy King, thy Redeemer, 3: de nari. 
and he only that can either pardon thee thy Pom. . 
. Vuder ifa- 
ſins, or condemn thee for them to an eterni- qu. ag. 


ty of pains. ultmi pro- 

O man, let this conſideration be the con- priam neg.- 
ſtant ſubje& of thy ſerious meditations; it _ 

no oh ulmula- 
will pierce thy heart, unleſs it be harder. paſſion» 
and more obdurate then the very Stones. em, cui 
This very conſideration made one of my ranzuma 
faithful ſervants to ſay, that it is a ſhamefn] ſtare! 
thing for Chriſtians not to acknowledge the —— 
evile, which *fin has brought upon them, ri : Com- 
when they conſider, what ſo {1pream a Ma- paſſionem 
jeſty, as that of the Son of God, has been oh- <2mpari- 
lig'd to ſuffer for them. The Son of God 5. _ 
lays he, takes compaſſion on the miſeries of rar, moms 
man, and weeps for ſorrow ; whilſt inſen- paticur 
lible man, who is overwhelm'd with his 7de- 
own fins, is not concern'd at all. Ps 

MAN. 
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z My dear Lord and Maſter, thou baf: 
ſaid enough to conquer my heart, and 

£0 bring alſo the whole univerſe to admire 
tho greatneſs of thy love for man. For what 
can be more worthy of our admiration then 
to behold a God of ſo infinite a Majeſty finiſh 
his life under the notion of a notorious ma- 
lefator, upon a ſhameful Croſs, and betwixt 
two Thieves. Had I ſeen a man ( tho? he were 


the baſeſt and moſt vile amongſt the Peo- 


plz) brought to that misfortune, as to be 
condema'd (for his crime ) to dy ſo cruel a 
death, certainly I conld not chooſe but com- 
paſſionate his condition,and condole that his 
misdemeanours ſhould have brought him to 
ſo great a diſtreſs. If it be ther. g ſubje& wor- 
thy our compaſſion to ſee a man of that infe- 
riour rank and condition,for his own crimes 
in ſo deplorable a ſtate, what will it be, 1 
pray, to ſee, not a man, but the Lord of all 
created things, (for the Sins of his ſervants ) 
reduc'd te that extremity ? Can thero be any 
thing more wonderfvll, then to ſee even 
God himſelf plung'd into fo great an abyis 
of anguiſhes and pains for tho ſins and wic- 
kedneſs of wretched Men ? If the calamity, 
and misfortune ſulter*d, muſt be retaliate 
wit 


No mr, SOM = I =, Us 


Re © © O& mp 


i] 


c| 


+ GUI wi. za arvoe ,00 


,, 
= 


d 
1 


F with a trembling an 


79) 


d aſtoniſhment, propor=- 
tionable to the worth and dignity of the per« 
fon that ſuffers, O ye Angels of Heaven ! 
who have a perfe& knowledge of the great- 
neſs, and excellency of my benign Jeſus, our 
gracious Redeemer, and your Creator ; tell 
me how great was your grief, how ſtupen- 
dious your aſtoniſhment, how exceſſive was 
your lamentation and trouble, when you 
have ſeen him hang on that hard and uneaſy 
croſs ? The Cherubins, (whoſe figures) God 
had order*d in the old Law to be plac'd on 
each ſide of the Arck of Alliance, look*d then 
at each other with admiration, to behold 
this bloudy Sacrifice of that innocent and im- 
maculate Lamb for the redemption of man- 
kinde, Nature it ſelf ſtood amaz?d, and alt 
creatures were interdicted their inbred 1n- 
clinations and funtions. The Principalities, 
and Powers of Heaven trembPd at the very 
conſideration of the unſpeakable goodneſs of 
God, tho? ſo intimately acquainted there- 
with. What then ſhall become of thoſe that 
donot ſwim in the waves of ſo great an oce- 


"ak Domina- 
an of admiration ? or what of thoſe that are ior pomi- 
not drown'd in the Seas of ſo great a bonn- ne Deus 


ty ? are not they depriv'd of their ſenſes, miſericors 


' =_—_ 8& clemens 
even as Adoiſes was on Mount Sinai ? where patiens & 


the figure of this bloudy ſacrifice was ſo live- my!cz mi- 
ly repreſented to him, that he cry 'd out with ſerarionis. 
| a loud Exod. 34+ 
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2 loud voice; the Lord; the Lord God, mer: | 


ciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and abun: 
dant in goodneſs and truth. So much Sur. 


priz'd was he at the view of thine exceſlive | 


goodneſs, O Lord, that he could not. for 
bear prailing thy mercy in the hearing of al 
the multitude of 1rael. The Prophet Helix 
cover'd his face as God paſs'd by him in the 
ſplendor of his glory, much more then ſhould 
all mortals cover theirs to behold Gods pro 
found humility and annihilation. Now not 
overthrowing mountains,and ſpliting Rocks 
with his infinite power ; but expos'd to the 
view of a malignant and moſt wicked Nati- 
on, and in fo terrible and diſmal a poſture, 
that even the Rocks and Temple were rent 
aſunder with an exceſs of compaſſion. What 
man of Steel, what heart of braſs will not 
relent, and open his breaſt to lodge theren 
the love of ſo charming, ſo gracious, and {0 
bountiful a God. O height of charity ! O pro- 
foundneſs of humility, never to be paralel'' 
O unſpeakable mercy ! O Abiſs of incompre- 
henſible bounty ! O my moſt gracious Lord! 
If I be fo much oblig'd ro thee for redeeming 
me, how much moream I bound to thee for 
the means which thou haſt taken to redeem 
me ? Thou haſt redeemed me with: pains, 
with ſorrow, with ſcorns, with reproaches, 
with nails and thorns, and haſt been = 
the 
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| the deriſion of men, and even the moſt vile 


of the whole world. However O Lord, by 
thy contumelies, thou haſt honour'd me ; by 
thy falſe accuſations thou haſt defended me z 


- with thy bloud thou haſt waſh'd me, by thy 


death thou haft reviv'd me : and by thy tears 
thou haſt deliver'd me from a perpetual 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 
- Oheavenly Father ! how .tenderly thou 
loveſt thy Children : thou art indeed that 
good, and faithful Paſtor, thou giveſt thy 
ſelf as faod to thy flock. O faithful keeper, 
who haſt laid down even thy precious lifo 
for to protect and defend thy Sheep which 
thou hadſt in thy keeping , what thanks, or- 
what ſervice can I return thee for fo greata 
favour,? with what tears can I recompence 
thy weeping, or what life ſhall 1 beſtow up- 
on thee, for that pure .and holy one which- 
thou haſt given for me ?. Alas! there is ro 
proportion betwixt the life of man, and that 
of God; betwixt the tears of a ſilly creature, 
and that of an omniportent Creator. *Tis 
true, thou hait nor ſuffer*d for me alone, bur 
for all the world ; (1 all I therefore think my 
odligation the leſs to.thee, no, no, for tho? 
thou ſned'ſt thy moſt precious bloud for all 
minkinde, yet it was after ſuch a manner, 
tnat every particular iman receiv'd the. bene- 
it from thy ſufferings. 1» fine, thou did!t 
G {vffer 
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ſaffer thy bitter and bloudy paſſion as well 
for me in particular, as thou haſt for all in 


general. O my God, thy charity was ſo im- 
menſe, that if but one alone of all mankinde 
were criminal, even for that one man, thoy 
wouldſt have ſuffer'd what thou didſ for all; 
how much then am [ oblig'd to thee who haſt 
beftow'd ſo many, and ſuch great favours 
vpon me, and who wouldſt have done far 
greater things to purchaſe my Salvation, if 
neceſlity had requir'd it. 


SAVIOUR. 


Would have thee, and all other creatures 
[oe the ſame Speczes to tell me, whether there 
was, or can be any benefit, obligation or 
grace greater ; then what I have confer 
npon thee ; let all the Choires of Angels de- 
clare, whether I had exhibited the like fa- 
vours to tnem,or given them any ſuch procts 
of my exceſſive kindeneſs, and of my ardent 
tove, and after all, wilt thou refuſe to con- 
ſecrate thy felf wholly unto me ? wilt thou 
deny to ſacrifice all thine actions, inclinatt- 
ons and paſſions to my divine will and plei- 
ſure ? Thou can'ſt not deny but t! at thou art 
wholly mine by three ſeveral titles. Firſt, be- 
cauſe [ created thee, thou, with all that thou 
haſt belongeſt to me : Secondly, becauſe ] re- 

deem'd 
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deem'd thee, -thou-art mine as aforeſaid, but 
by.a more ſtri& title : Thirdly, becauſe thou 
haſt promis'd in thy Baptiſmto. be mine for 
ever; and therefore, without committing a 
Sacriledge, thou canſt not diſpoſe of thy ſelf 
otherwiſe : why then doſt thou delay to give 
thy ſelf wholly to me, and withour any re- 
ſerve, being thou art mine already by ſo r1a- 
ny juſt titles 2 O Ingratitude never to be pa- 
ralel'd ! O hardneſs of heart never to be ſuf- 
ficiently admir'd ! Thou art certainly mot e 
obdurate, then ever the molt impenetrabje 
Rocks, ſince that rhou wilt ftfot relent and 
ſuffer thy ſelf to be gain'd by ſo many, and 
ſuch extraordinary great favours. There is 
nothing ſo hard but may be mollif'd by ſome 
artor another ; the moſt obdurate mettle is 
mollifi'd by. fire; Iron is made pliable by rhe 
ſameelement; the hardneſs .of an Adamaanr 
is overcome and made ſoft with the bloud of 
# Buck ; but .thy heart, O- man ; is harder 
then any rock , harder then. ſteel; harder 
then the very Adamanf; being; neither the 
fire of Hell, ndr the. charms of thy heaven- 
Iy Father, no, nor the bloud of the moſt im- 
maculate Lamb can mollify it, and make it 
tractable and {ubmiflive co my commands. 
How doſt thou think I c2n bear ſnch horrid 
Ineratitude ? TI loy'd thee, and thou'doſt hate 
me ; I haye laid ſeveral obligations on rhee, 

(r 2 and 
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and thou doſt forget them all, being thou 
art not aſham'd or afraid to,offend me at all 
hours, and upon all occahons, O man ! what 
can't thoy love if thou doſt not love 
me? what favour can move thee to a kinde 
return, if my . benefits can't prevail ? how 
canft thou but love, ſerve and worſhip me, 
who am ſo much inamour'd with thee, who 
have fought thee when thou wert loſt, with 
{o much care and diligence ; and who have 
redeem'd thee from all eyil with ſo much la- 
| bour and toll. 
Si exalta- Thoy haſt heard me ſay, if I be lifted up 
ons _— from the Earth, I will draw all men unto me; 
% +ra- Put With what chains, with what violence 
ham ad me doſt thon think ? with the violence of my Su« 
ipſur. perabundant charity, and:with the chains of 
Jea. 13 my manyfeld favours. Who will be ſo great 
a fumibus x - 
dam ora. 42 enemy to his own Salvation, as to-refuſe 
ham vos. Lo betied with thoſe cords, and bound faſt 
Oſee. 1. with thoſe chains. If it be death for a man 
Qu! N not to loye me, what will his puniſhment be 
ilgir ma- + . 
net 3” 1 he hates me, and mckes nothing to trans: 
morte. x. Ereſs my commandments ? Is it poſſible O 
04.3. 15-man, that thou ſhouldſt be ſo Tyger-like as 
to ſtretch thy hands to nail mine to thc 
ſhameful croſs of thy wicked paſſions 3 mine 
Ifay, which were ſo liberal to thee, and ſo 
accefſary to-thy Salvation, that they freely 
and without compulſion offer'd to be trant- 
| peirc'd 
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(35) 
pierc'd to the wood of the Croſs. 

A laſcivious woman having ſolicited the 
Patriarch Joſeph to diſhonour his Maſter, by 
commiting adultery with her z was fruftrat- 
ed of her intention by his worthy defence, in 
theſe words, behold, my Maſter knows not 
what is with me in the houfe, and he has ©*". 35- 
committed all that he hath to my charge ; 
there is none greater in this houſe then I,nel- 
ther has he kept any thing from me, but thee, 
becauſe thou art his Wife : How then can] 
do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God ? as if he had ſaid, ſeeing my Lord and 
Maſter was ſo good,and fo liberal to me,fince 
he has intruſted me with his affairs, and that 
he has ſo great an eſteem for meas to make me 
his favourite,&ſole overſeer of his houſe,and 
fortune; how can I be ſo ungrateful to him, 
after ſo many great favours, as to defile his 
bed with ſo horrid a crime ; no, I canmt at- 
tempt it. If theſe terrene favours have de- 
fery'd ſo worthy a return of gratitude, what 
love, what ſervice, what ſubmiſſion ſhould [ 
expect from thee for thy Creation, for thy 
Redemption, for all the labours and toils [ 
endur'd in the ſpace of full thirty three years 
to procure thy Salvation. Joſephs Maſter did 
Intruſt him only with whatearthly ſubſtance 
he had, but I gave thee both my ſelf, and all 
that [ had, which is infinitely more theg 
: G 3 ; what 
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what TJoſeph receiv'd from his Maſter : Hea- 
ven. Earth, Sun, Mocn,' Stars, Seas, Flotids, 
Fowls, Fithes, 1 rees, beaſts, of all kindes : 

In a word, all that % precious under Or as 
| bovec = Heavens, arc my free gifts to thee, 
1 Omnia ve. fays my beloved Apoltle : 'All ' things are 
ſira ſunr, yeurs z 'whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
| tive Pa»l-gr the world, or lifeor death,cr things pre- 
| ho hve 4 4- fe nt, or things co come, all are yours ; that 
| ods ys is to ſay, AV} have I created in\order to thy 
| ve mnndus Salvation, nay, to indear thee more to me, 1 
five vicra, have given my ſelf to thee in ſeveral re: 
| ny ſpects 3 for 1 am thy Father, thy Paſtor, thy 

pre - 

ſentia, five S2Viour, thy Maſter, thy Phyſitian, and the 
fatura ? Price of thy Redemption.” 

omnia c- Since 'tis ſo ccrtain that I have given all 
| wal _—_ into thy hands,how canſt thou have the hands 
2. or face to offend me ?: how caniſt thou beſo 
impi-us to ſo good a'Father ? ſo ungrateful 
to {:> liberal a benefator ? and ſo obſtinatei 
Rebell to ſo bountiful a God. O unhappy 
man ! thou art: more-unvrateful then'the ve- 
ry beaſts, more- headſtrong then 'the moſt 
fierce among them, and more inſenſible then 
the very Stones. Is it poſſible that thou art 
not mov'd at all this ? and that thou art rc- 
ſolv'd never to relinquiſh thy wickedneſs? 

what wild Boar, what Lyon, what Tyger 
would be ſo unmingful of benefits, as toin- 
Jare bim from.whom they receiv*d them ? St. 
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Ambroſe will tell thee ofa Dog that rambUl'd Sr. Amir. 
a whole night barking and howling for the {% 6. 
death of his Maſter who had been murther'd *****- 
in the Road ; next morning a multitude of 
People came to view the Corps among which 
was the man who had kill'd his Maſter ; this 
animal runs at him, and holds him faſt,look- 
ing on the by-ftanders with ſuch a mournful, 
countenance, as if he had deſir'd Juſtice, 
whereupon the murderer was apprehended, 
and ford to conſeſs his crime, for which he 
was immediately ſentenc'd to dy. O man ! If 
aDog for a piece of bread, had fo great a 
love for his maſter ; and was ſo faithful ta 
' him, as to lament and vindicate his death, 
wilt thou not be diſpleas'd at thine ingrati- 
tude, and priacipally when a dumb beaſt re- 
prehends ir,and teacheth thee to be grateful ? 
If that irrational creature was ſo much in- 
cens'd againſt the murderer of his Maſter 3 
why art thou not diſpleas'd with thoſe that 
have ſlain thy gracious Lord and Maſter 7 and 
what are they but thy Sins ? 'Tis true,O man! 
thy Sins have taken me, have ty d me, have 
ſcourg'd me, have crown'd me, have nail'd 
me to the Croſs, and were the ſole occalion 
of my bitter death; for the Jews could nc- 
ver have the power to crucify me, - but. that 
thy Sins did both arm and incourage 'em to 
it. Wherefore then art thou not highly diſ- 
G 4 pleas'd 
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pleagd with them ? why doſt thou not bend 
all thy wrath and fury againſt them, ſeeing 
thy divine Maſter crucify?d: by them before 
thine eyes ?. and eſpecially ſince .my Death 
and Paſſion-was deſign'd to breed in thy heart 
an cternal hatred of Sin. It was in order to 


deſtroy Sin that I ſuffer*d death ; It was to | 


{et a ſtop to thy feet and hands, which areſ6 
prone to evileven from thy very cradle, that 
mine (as an oblation for their evils ) were 
naild to the. Croſs. How art thou. ſo impji- 
ous, as tolive after ſuch a manner, - that all 
my pains taken for thy Salvation, will Ggni- 
fy nothing. Why doſt- thou not tremble at 
thevery mention of Sin? ſceing : me ſuffer 
ſuch cruel torments to deſtroy, and root K 
clean out of the world. How canſt thou be 
raſh,and-ſo great an enemy to thy poor Soul, 
as to dare to oftend me, ſeeing Heaven opeil 
to caſt forth its thunderbolts upon” thy cri- 
minal head, and Hell with a dilated mouti 
r:ady to ſwallow thee both body and Soul? | 


MAN. 


My God, my King, my Saviour, my 
Judge, and my.only comfort ! Thou 
art I confeſs the Eternal Wiſdom, and thy 
words to me are Spirit : and. Life, for the) 
have made me reſolye to bid adievu for ever 
h 144 to 
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toSin, and to plant virtue where vice was 
before in great requeſt ; but give me leave 
to ask thee what would the benefit of my re- 
demption avail me, it that of my Jultificati- 
on-had not enſi'd ? for by this it is, that the 


_ virtueof the former is appli'd to the difeaſes 


ofmy Soul } andeven as a plaifter (tho? ne- 
ver ſo ſoveraign) will ſignify nothing except 
it be laid unto the wound, ſo that heavenly 
medicine would be of no ufe or advantage 
tome, if it had not been appli'd, by the me- 
diation- of this unſpeatable benefir, to the 
bruiſes which I receiv?d in that fatal field of 
Edez, where all mankinde were ſhamefully 
foiPd, and quite overthrown in the Perfon 
of Adam. The Sanctification of man docs 
chiefly appertain to the Holy Ghoſt : ?Tis his 
prerogative to prevent the Sinner with the 
{weetneſs of his mercy, then to call him, be- 
ing cald, to juſtify him, and being juſtifi'd 
to direct him,: and leade. him on to the end 
of his courſe, and then to gratify him with 
a crown of glory - wherefore 1 may juſtly ſay, 
that this very benefit is the happy comple- 
ment of all others ; for by this man is regi- 
ſter'd in the number of Gods children, dif- 
charg'd of the main weight of his iniquities, 
deliver'd from the dominion and Tyranny 
of the Devil ;- reviv'd from Death to Life, 
brought from the ſtate of Sin, to that _ 
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{ice, and ofa child of malediction and woe, } 


he becomes the Son of God and Co-heir with 
thee in thy Glory. But this cannot be per- 


+aire form'd without the peculiar help and af. 
| ad cc niſifiſtance of the holy Ghoſt ; as thou haſt de. 


| Faicr me-clar'd to thy beloved Diſciple in theſe words, 
| Us traxerir 
1ium. 7eg. 


No man can come to me, except the Father 
who has ſent me, draw him: whereby I con- 
ceive that neither free will, nor the power 
of humane nature, can withdraw a man from 
Sin, and bring him to Grace, unlefs he be 
help'd on by the vertue of thy divine power, 

The Angelical DoQor St. Thomas com- 
menting upon theſe words, ſays, even asa 
Stone by its nature ſtill falls downwards, and 
can never aſcend without ſome exteriour al- 
fiſtance ; ſo man overpreſs'd by the corrup- 
tion of Sin, tends always downwards, and 
is powerfully hurri”d on by his inbred incli- 
nations to the love and deſire of terene, and 
tranſitory things; but if he þe minded to 
aim higher, that is, at the loye, and ſuper- 
natural defire of heavenly things, he muſt 
implore the aſſiſtance of thy Divine Spirit, 
without which,he ſhall never be able ts make 
any progreſs in virtue. "14"; 
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(91) 
SAVIOUR. 


Man thou fſayſt well, but I would have 
(hee practiſe well what thou ſayſt, for 
tis the practiſe and not the diſcourſe of good 
things that can make thee grateful to me; 
the ſerious conſideration of this unſpeakable 
benefit, ſhould indeed preſs thee to it,& make 
thee moſt dilig«nt to atchieve it, which is a 
matter of greateſt moment to thee; for by 
this, thou art reconcil'd to me, and cleans'd 
from Sin, which is the worſt of all evils, and 
the only evil I moſt hate and abhor; italone 
is ableto bring wy indignation and wrath 
upon thee, as thou mayſt underſtand by my 
Prophet who ſays of me; Thou art not a Odiſt 
God which taketh pleaſure in wickedneſs ; 9990s qui 
neither ſhall evil dwell with thee. The fool-; FO 
iſh ſhall not ſtand in thy ſight. Thou hateſt rex? per- 
all workers of iniquity. Thou ſhalt deſtroy des omnes 
them that ſpeak leaſing ; the 'Lord will ab- ! loqur- 
hor the bloody and deceitful man. Thou ſeeſt - wg 
by this that Sin is the greateſt of all evils ; Pſal. 5. 
my, "tis the very root and origine of them 
all, On the contrary, to be in my favour & 
the obje&t of my moſt render affetion is a re- 


al happineGs, the fountain of all goodneſs and 


the ſolid foundation of all other favours and 
Virtues. Why doſt thou then delay thy endea- 
yours, 


(92) 
yours, refuſe to concur with my holy inſpi. 
rations ? If thou wouldſt once firmly reſolve 
an amendment, & imploy all thy faculties ty 
deſtroy Sin in thee, thou ſhouldſt then receiye 
the benefit of Juſtification, by which thou art 
deliver'd from that pernicious evil ; and df 
a mortal enemy thou art made my friend, 
not in a common degree of friendſhip, but it 
the moſt ſupream that can be thought of; 

Viders which is that of a Father to his Son. My E- 
yum_ vangelift extols this extraordinary favour 
rem nob;s Very highly, where he ſays, behold what: 
dedic pz- manner of Love the Father has beſtowed up- 
rer, ut filii on us, that we ſhould be call'd the Sons of 


A God, and be ſs too. 
faws. 3, Takenotice of this O man ! and conſider 


7a. 3- ſeriouſly how I am nob content to give thee 
Lhe bare denomination of my Son ; for a man 
may bely his name, and act contrary to his 
qualification ; and therefore I ſay thou att 
not only my Son by name, or by any other 
groundleſs title ; but really and in truth thou 
art ſo when juſtifi'd. This is a prime favour 
indeed, for if it is ſo great an evil to be a rt- 
probate, and conſequently odious to God, 
what an unſpeakable happineſs it is to'bt 
lov'd by him andconfirm'd in his grace, ?Tis 
a maximz of Philoſophy that the more i 
thing pertakes of googneſs, the more its cot 
trary will have ofevil, the Love of God 
4 | * ©" boy 
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hove all things is the Summun boxnm of man, 
therefore the greateſt evil muſt be Sin, which 
makes him odious to God, and the fatal ob- 
ect of his juſt indignation and wrath. It were 
2 great happineſs if thou wert a favourite to 
thy Superiours, tothy King, or to ſome 0- 
ther crown'd head, thou wouldit think thy 
klf made for ever, but *tis a far greater hap- 
pyneſs ta be in my favour,who am the Ruler 
of all earthly Potentates, the beſt of Fathers, 
and the chiefeſt of Lords ; for all the Pow- 
ers, Principalitys and Dignitys of the world, 
in reference to me, are no more then juft no- 


thing. O Man, thou ſhouldft therefore va- cum 1- 
lue thy ſelf upon this account, and the more, mici elſe- 
becauſe thou haſt receiv'd it gratis, and when Tus. fax. 


thou wert my mortal enemy. Far as It 15 
moſt certain that before thy Creation thou 
cou!aſt do nothing that might induce me ta 


Ss. 10. 


create thee, for then thou wert but. a rude ,, 1; 
lumpot clay, without any form or faſhion, gigeftaque 
even {o *tis moſt evidenr, that after thy re- molesag 


lapſe into ſin, thon couldſt do nothing, 


-| which might move me to grant thee the 


benefit of thy Juſtification, not becauſe thow 
wert nothing, bnr by reaſon thou wert 21; 
ul man, and therefore maſt odious, and abo- 

minable to me. | 
O Man, conſider ſeriouſly theſe evil con- 
ſequences of Sin ;z by it thou art clear out of 
my 


"TI 
my favour, thou art villified it my ſight; 
and baniſh'd from my preſence, thou art cal 
from the .converſe; and company of ti 
Saints, and Angells ; thou art forbidden ay 
heavenly Pallace, and becauſe thou haſt | 
far greater love for the Creatures then for 
me, who am thy Creator, *tis juft thoy 
ſhouldſt be dealt with accordingly ; thou haf 
forſaken me to ſerve them and the Dev1l toy, 
who is the worſt of Maſters, therefore heiz 
licenſed to torment thee for an Eternity, and 
Xis but what thou haſt deſerv'd for offendiny 
{ſo good, and fo gracious a Lord as I hav 
been to thee. To this great diſaſter may bt 
added another altogether as dreadful if nd 
more, which is the immortal worm whicd 
ſhall perpeiually gnaw the conſciences 

_ thoſe miſerable and unfortunate wretches it 

—_—_— Hell. A place full of woe, and milery, th 

nebrarum Region of everlaſting darkneſs and conful- 

abi nulſus On, where thereisno order, no rule, nol- 

ordo, fed njon, no friend{hip, no joy, no comfort, 0 


{empire?- peace, noreſt, no ſatisfaftion, no hopes;|- 


nus horor X + 
inhabicer, Þut perpetual horrour, lamentation, gnal 


7Feb.10.22. ing of teeth, rage, blaſphemy, curſing and 
alſo all other cruelties imaginable ; theſe ar 
the fatal produfts and puniſhments of Sin; 
bur of ali t11eſe 1 diſcharge thoſe whom I a 
Juſtify, for when they are reconcil'd to 
and whilſt they remain in my favour, the 


alt 
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"are no more the Children of wrath, and per- 


dition, no more Servants and Slaves to the 
Devil, no more inclin'd to obey the diQates 
of the world, and the fleſh ; 1» fine, they are 
under the wings of my protection, ſhelter'd 
from the rage of Satan, and from the moſt 
dreadful rigour of his everlaſting tormeats. 


MAN 


Moft gracious Saviour ! I am through- 

ly convinc'd of the truth of thy words; 
[confeſs that Sin 1s the greateſt of all evils, 
and that the greateſt misfortune that can be- 
fall a poor man in this world, is to lie under 
the tyranny of ſo helliſha monſter; for it 
does not. only deprive his Soul of thy grace, 
but alſo robs her of all the ſupernatural 
treaſures and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
ſhe had receiv*d in her Baptiſm, and which 
brought her to that height of honour, as to 
become thy beautiful and dearly beloved 


- Spouſe. No ſooner is ſhe degraded thus, and 


torc'd Out of that ſuper=eminent & glorious 
Station, but Sin {ts on ker again to finiſh 
What it had let ungone, he wounds her cven 
to death, and after he has taken the moſt 
precious of her goods, he plunders her of the 
leaſt conſiderable, as are her n:tural gifts. 
For man being a rational creature, and Sin 
being 


( 90 


being an af contrary to reaſon, "ris conſo." 
nant to nature that one contrary ſhould ſtrive 
to deſtroy to'ther ; conſequently the oftner 
Sin is multiply'd, the more it diſturbs, . and 
deſtroys the powers and facultics of the Soul, 
not in themſelves, but in their operations, 
"Tis by this means that Sin gets dominion of 


the Soul, and makes her run what courſe he 
pleaſes ; if ſhe has auy remaining inclination 


to virtue ; Alas, ſhe is become ſo weak, 6 | 


floathful, and ſo inconſtant that ſhe cann't 
Sf fo attain to the praftiſe of it; but if ſhe be oli 
_ cited to evil, ſhe flies at it with as much e- 
tes Chri- gerneſs, as we may ſee a Cat run at a mouſe; 
ſum in If any temptation knocks at her door for her 
cordibvs confent to a rebellion againſt thee O Lord, 
_ ſhe likes of the propoſal, and gives her aſlent 
Faciamus £0 the evil (tho? ſhe be convinc'd that it is the 
hominem renewing of thy Paſſion But Sin ſtops not 
wn imazt- here; it ſtrips the Soul of her liberty to paſ 
Nificv.2;. unto thee O Lord, the daily tribute of het 
nem ao- ſubmiſſion, and holds her faſt in a chain, to 
ftram. follow the beck of her mortal enemies, the 
_ world, the fleſh and the Devil, and alfoto 
Babilon PIEalſe the guſt of her unruly Appetites. Thus 
Civiras That noble Princeſs which has her extraction 
Wa Santa from Heaven, and which was heretofore thj 
erg charming Spouſe, the beautiful Daughter of 

ratio PR 

Dzmo- Ty eternal Father, and the faithfal reſent 
num. 7 blance of the moſt Bleſſed Trinity ; is noi 
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by Sin brought to a Babyloniſh Captivity 
worſe by a thouſand degrees, and more in 
ſufferable then that of Egype was to the Chil- 
dren of 1/racl.'But alas, 4 finde her condition 
to be yet worſe, for all her ſpiritual ſenſes 
are wholly Stupifi'd, and to that degree that 
they cann't hear thy voice, nor ſee the radji- 
ant light of thy divine Inſpirations: They 
cann't ſmell the ſulpherous ſcent ofthy dread- 
ful thunderbolts which are ready to drop 
down upon their criminal and guilty heads ; 
the ſweet perfumes of thy divinevirtues,and 
the rare examples of thy Saints cann't preyail 
with them ; no, they cann't taſt of thy Cha- 
lice, nor feel thy Scorges, nor acknowledge 
thy Benefits (tho' they are ſufficient to melt 
a heart of Steel, ) 1» fine, Sin, takes quite a- 
way the peace, the j joy and the tranquility 
of a good eonſcience, it does extinguiſh the 
fervour of the Spirit, and leaves poor man 
fordid, maculate, deform'd, and abomina- 
ble in the ght of God, and ofall his Saints. 
Yet by the benefit of thy Juſtification we are 
happily deliver'd from all theſe plagues, & 
evil conſequences of Sinzand rhe abyſs of thy 
divine mercies is not content to have” ſorgi- 
ven us our offences, and receive us into fa- 
vour ; but does alſo expell all thoſe evils 
which are inſeparable from Sin, leaving our 
interiour man, in the real poſſeffion of his 
ts former 
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former prerogatives, and likeneſs to God, 
Thou doſt heal up our wounds, waſh off our 
{pors, break looſe the fetters and chains. of 
our iniquitys, deſtroy the yoke of our evil 
deſires; retrieve us from the ſlavery of $4 
tan, qualify the fury of our anruly paſſions, 
and the heat of our vicious affeAtions : Thou 
doſt likewiſe reſtore to the Soul her former 
freedom, and beauty, revive her interiour 
ſenſes, diſpoſe them to the exerciſe of all 
good works, and to the abhorrence of any 
that's bad. Thou giveſt ſtrength to refiſt man- 
fully all the temptations of the Devil, and to 
g0 through all the difficulties that might hin- 
der the practiſe of virtue, and their increaſe 
of devotion. 1n fine, my Sweet Saviour,thou 
doſt ſo abſolutely revive, and repair our in- 
teriour man, and ail his faculties, that thy 
Apoſtle Scruples not to call ſuck men, Juſti- 
{i'd Souls; metamorphos'd natures, new mo- 
delPd Spirits, & Creatures of another ſtamp. 
This innovation is ſo great, and ſo much to 
be admir'd, that it's worth our labour to 
finde out how, and after what manner it is 
perform'd. O my Saviour, thou alone 
canft tell me truly the nature of it, and the 
only one that can impart ſo great a bleſling 
to my poor and langniſhing Soul ; where- 
forc let me hear thy ſolution to the matter. 


S AY TOUR, 
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SAVIOUR: 


Hou muſt know then, O man ! that this 

ſo great a renovation, when tis per- 
form'd by the means of Paptiſm, may be 
call'd Regeneration ; hut if it be done by 
Contrition, and with the aſſiſtance of Pen- 
nance, then "tis call'd rcſarre&tion, not on- 
ly becauſe the Soul is rais'd from the Death 
of Sin, tothe Life of Grace, but by reaſon it 
reſembles ſo nearly the glorious beauty of 
future Reſurre&ion. No mortal tongne 1s 
able to expreſs the radiant Splendor, and ſu- 
pzreminent beauty of a Juſtifi*d Soul ; "tis a 
miſtery reſery'd to my Holy Spirit, who 
made her ſo glorious, with a deſign ſhe ſhould 
be his own Temple and place of relidence. 
Were all the wealth of the World, all the 
imaginable dignities and honours of this life,, 


—_— 


all the natural Graces and gifts, together. *- 


with all the acquizg'd virtues, and all other. 


earthly advantages that can be thought of 3 
conferr'd with the beauty and treaſures of a 
Juſtif'd Soul ; all, in compariſon with her, 
Is vile, obſcure, ill-favonr'd, and of no va- 
Ine: No, for there is as much Giftcrence be- 
twixt the life of Grace, and the life of Na- 
ture, betwixt the beauty of the Soul Juſtif'd, 
and that of the body ; betvrixt the interiour 

H 2 Riches 
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Riches of ſuch a Soul, and the exteriour of 
the body,as there 1s betwixt Heaven & Earth, 
betwixt the Spirit and the body, or betwixt 
Time and Eternity. Becauſe all theſe are 
circumſcrib'd with certain limits, they are 
temporal, they appear handſom to corporal 
eyes, and require only my general concourſe 
to ſupport them, whereas the other depends 
on my particular and ſupernatural influence; 
and have no prefix'd bounds, becauſe I am 
their object, and they are ſo precious in my 
light, and of ſo great an eſtimate, that they 
provoke even my divine Eſſence to be atr- 
dently enamour'd with their beauty. I might 
have wrought all theſe wonders with my ſole 
preſence, yet I would not ; but was pleasd 
to adorn the Soul with my infus'd virtues, 
and the Seven gifts of my Holy Ghoſt, where- 
> Dy not only her Eſſence, but even her very 
r BJ faculticsarecloth'd and adorn'd with thoſe 
1abitual and heavenly dreſſes. 
Belides all theſe divine favours and benehts 
the is made happy with the conſtant pre 
{ence of my divine Spirit, and of the mol. 
adorable Trinity, for all reſides in a juſt: 
{1 d Soul to teach her how to manage ſo great 
*«77.12- atreaſure to her beſt advantage z wherein | 
atthe part of a moſt Joving Father, who 
19t fatisfd to have given Riches to his $01, 


but gives him withal a Tutor that knows ho# 
| (0 
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to Adminiſter them well, Thon know'ſ that ,, ,, 


a multitude of vipers, Serpents, and Dra- 
gons, I mean of evil Spirits, enter into the 
Soul of a Sinner, and makes her their habi- 
tation, as thou mayſt reade in my Goſpel, 
but "tis otherwiſe with a juſtif®d Sonl, for 1 
with my Father, and Holy Spirit dwell 
there, and having baniſh'd thence all evil, 
and Infernal Spirits, we make her our tem- 


ple, our throne, and Garden of plcaſure ; as S:rmon-m 


thou mayſt finde in St. John, where I ſay, ® 
ifa man love me he will keep my words; & 


my Father will love him, and we will come y, gjjjper 


unto him, and make our abode with him. 


All the DoQors of my Holy Church, as cum vent- 


well Eccleſiaſtick, as Scholaſtick, grounded 


upon theſe my words, do firmly bclieve thzt ncra aprd 
my Holy Ghoſt dwells in a juſtif*d Soul af- enm facie- 
teracertain and peculiar manner, and ſay + 7-43. 
moreover that he does not only confer his '* 


Gifts upon her, but comes himſelf along with 
them, with a fix*d reſolution to clenſe, San- 
aify and adorn her, as well with his con- 
ſtant preſence, as with all his heavenly trea- 
{ures, 

Oman! ifall theſe extraordinary favours 
benotableto mollify thy flinty heart, and 
force it to leave and forſake the paths of Sin, 
and to gather alſo all thy Scatter'd afte&i- 
ons, and lead them towards me, who am the 
: | H 3 molt 


(102 ) 
moſt deferving of them, I ſhall add more 
preſling motives to bring thee to ſo gaod, 
ſo gractous,and ſo benificial a reſolution. | 

The Firſt that occurs is, that all the juſti- 
fi'd are my living members, ſo tiat I love 
and cheriſh them as my own, and am no leſs 
careful to provide for them, to protett and 
comfort them,then were they all parts of my 
proper body z nay, without any intermiſli- 
on I infivence them with my inſpirations and 
graces, even as the head communicates his 
vital Spirits into all the reſt of its members ; 
moreover my Eternal Father beholds them 
with a greciouseye,as being my living mem- 
bers, united, & concorporate with me by the 
par: icipation of his divine Spirit, and there- 
fore all cheir deedsare grateful and merito- 
rious to him, as being the worthy produdts 
oi my lively loving and gracious Children, 


and bccauſe that all their virtue, and power | 


of doing well, proceeds from me alone. 
Thais certainly 1s a great incouragement to 
all juſtifi*d Souls to crave what favours they 
ſtand in need of, and to ask of my heavenly 
Father, witha great decal of confidence, and 
hopes to obtain their requeſts : being It 1s 
not only for themſelves they ask it, but alſo 
for me, who am highly honour'd in them, & 
with them ; for no man will deny but what 
the members do, the head does the ſame, & 


what 


doe 


> command 
—- 
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what is confer'd upon the one, is alſo con- 
fer?d upon the other ; conſequently being 


that I am the head of the juſtif'd, what they 
ask for themſelves, they ask the ſame for me. 


My Apoſtle ſays,that whoever offends and Q am din 
wrongs my members, wroags melikewiſe, & fccilti: uni 


| whoever perſecutes them perſecutes me alſo ; <x 915 fra- 


; rribus me» 
& whoever honours them, or gives them any "_paryty 


reliefin their diſtreſs, I own the favour as mis, mihi 
doneto my Self ; whata main comfort this feciſti. 


is to a Juſt man ? when he conſiders thar 
what boon he begs from the Father of Hea- ** 
ven for himſelf, he begs the ſame for me, who 
am his dearly beloved Son ; ſure this is a prin- 
cipalground for thee to hope That thou wilc 
not be refus'd what favour thou doſt requeſt 
of him. For when a kindeneſs is exhibited 
to one for the love of another, the favour is 
chiefly done to him, for whaſe ſake it was 
prantefl, and indeed thon oughtelt to believe 


| that when thou ſhewelt mercy to the poor 


for Gods ſake, thou art not only merciful 
to them, but even to God himſelf. 


M 4 N. 
Leſſed be thy holy name for ever, my 


B 


heart with unſpeakable joy, and my Sou 


Matth, 


49, 


dear Jeſus, for thou haſt repleniſh'd my Eupio dif- 
| {vi & efle 
cum Chrj- 


does thirſt fo much after thee, the Fountain gg, Philip. 
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of life, that ſhe often defires with St. Pal, 
to be deliver'd from the Priſon of her frail 
uncrateful, and rebellious fleſh, to ſtand in 
thy glorious preſence for ever. This I knoy 
is the reward of all juſtifh'd Sonls ; For g 
thou makeſt uſe of thy Juſtice againſt Sinner 
who depart this life wirbout Pennance, an{ 
doſt caſt them headlong into the extremity 
of Hell-fire : fo thy mercy receives alltric 
penitent Souls into life everlaſting : An 
| tho? thou canſt forgive them their Sins, and 
_—— receive them into thy fayour without com- 
"Noe. Municating thy Glory z yet thou wouldi 
Cm not deprive them- of ſo great an advantagy, 
porizad for thoſe that thy mercy does abſolve of thei 
pra Sins, thon doſt Juſtify, and thoſe whom tho 
cuz reve- doſt juſtify, thou makeſt them thy -Childres] | 
labitur in and thoſe whom thou doſt take for thy Chil 
nobis. Rom dren, thou makeſt them thy Heirs, and joint 
- : <6. ay heirs with thy ſelf in thy Kingdom of Glorj 
neum eft - This is the grand foundation of that live 
in przſen- 1y hope, which does rejoyce and comfor 
t, ct Ieve the juſt in all their tribulation, for when the 
— ſee themſelves oppreſs*d with any diſaſters 
ſupra mo- laden with afflictions, depreſs'd with inf 
dum in muities, reflected upon by their Netghbonrsf 
ſublimi; - Perſecuted by their Enemies : ' they -conhfidt 
cnaohgre oh ſcriouſly, and believe, that the - ſufferings 
wo po this preſent'time, are not worthy to be col 
ons op: rat par'd with the glory which-ſhall be reveal" 
Wit, 4. 17,” = 3 ll 
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'in them. They firmly believe alſo, that their 


light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
will work for them a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. All theſe favours 
and graces they receive from thec by the 
means of their Juſcification,wherefore I muſt 
of neceſſity conclude with St. Auguſtin, that 
benefit is of a far greater eſtimate, then is 
that of our Creation ; & the reaſon for it is, 
that thou haſt Created both Heaven & Earth 
with one ſole word, whereas to SanQtify man, 
thou haſt ſuffer'd all the torments that the 
malice of men, and the fury of Hell could in- 
vent ; thou haſt ſpilt thy precious blond, & 
gaveſt even thy {weet life to purchaſe his 
Salvation. -If we poor Mortals, be ſo much 


, oblig'd to thee for our Creation ; how much 


more are we thy Debtors for the benefit of 
our Juſtificaticn, for the obligation mult be 
the greater, by how much the purchaſe is 
dearer. 

I muſt confeſs, O Lord, that a man does 


not know for certain whether he be Juſtifi'd _— = 
or not, being he cann't tell whether he be ge an 
worthy of thy love or hatred ; however he odio dig- 


may have very probable marks of his Juſtifi- vs tr. 


cation, whereof one and not the meaneſt, 
is, the reformation of ones life ; If he who 
waSaccuftom'd heretofore to commit ſeveral 
SInS in a day, now commits none ; that'man 
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whoever he be, 15oblig'd to thee O Lord, in 
a high meaſure, 1n as mnch as thou haſt de 
liver'd him from ſo many, and ſuch great & 
vils, and alfo haſt gratif'd him with all the 
eminent favours that We even now dif. 
cours'd of. Burt if any ſhould be ſo great an 
enemy to his own Salvation, as to continge 
his ſinful and wicked life, notwithſtanding 
theſe moſt preſſing motives which ſhould ob- 
t lige the moſt obdurat of men to love, ſerve, 

Terribizi- and obey thee, O Lord, I beg that thon wil 
um omni- begin a diſcourſe of Death, which is the moſt 


un cerri- terrible of all terrible motives, in hopes | 


convrggige may retrive fuch poor, wilful& obſtinate ſin- 


Ariflar, ers ; and force them to comply with thy | 


grace, which 1s never wanting to any that 
purpoſe to amend. 


SAVIOUR. 


Emember, O man.,that thou art a Chri- 
2 ſtian, and don't forget that thou arta 
mortal man, and conſequently that thou muff 
ſurely dy, for thy fate is already decreed, 
and the decree is unavoidable. The Sons of 
mortall Parents muſt expe& a mortal Poftr- 
Tity; Death is the end of great and ſmall: 
Thou art born helplefs, and expos'd to the 
injuries of all Creatures, and of all weathers. 
The very neceſlaries of life may eng 7 

| eatn, 
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deatb, for thou mayſt meet with thy fate in 

thy diſh, in thy cup, and in the very Ayr 

that refreſheth thee ; nay, thy very Birth is 
inauſpicious, for thou cam'*ſt into the world 
weeping ; and in the middle of thy defigns, 
while thou art meditating great matters, and 
ſtretching thy thoughts to afrer Ages, Death 

will cut thee off, and perhaps thy longeſt date 

is only the Revolution of a few days. 

Death is commen to all Men, *tis a tribute, Mors om. 

that all mankinde muſt pay to Nature ( tho” nibns 


| not after the ſame manner ) for one may dye ©2munis 


. . . . . ſt Sencc. 
at his table, another in his ileep, a third 1n =o" ra 


the heat of his unlawful pleaſures z a fourthcum hujus 
with a glaſs of wine in his hand, and Blaſ- mundi, 
phemy in his mouth ; another may be ſtab'd Pcc 


. morietur. 
in a quarrel, another crufh*d with the fall of —rgey 


* 2 horſe : In fine, they have ſeveral ways to 12. 


their end, but the end it ſelf ( which is 
Death, ) is ſtill the ſame. For whether they 

dye by a ſword, by a halter, by a potion, or 

by a diſeaſe, "tis all but Death, which is ſo 
certain that thou can'ſt not doubt of it, 
without a blemiſh to thy Faith z none is ex- 
empted from drinking of ' this Chalice ; Regum 
Popes, Kings and Princes muſt taſte of it. If Torres, 
there were any immuhity, or priviledge in ** _ 
the caſe, ſurely I might have been exempted Tabernas 
from Death, as being the Law-maker, and zque pede 


Promoter of that unavoidable ſentence Pulfar 
FP«/ which Mors, Vt 


Tie. 5.23; 


IOC 


nitour for his tranſgreſſion of my Command. 
mentr. 

No, the day ſhall come that thou wilt he 
alive in the morning and dead at night, |; 
will come ſometime, but when ? whether 
this day or to morrow, 'tis uncertain. Thoy 
art now in perfed health,{trong of body,and 
found of minde, thou doſt meaſure thy life 
by the length of thy deſires, and by the mul- 
titude of thy buſineſs, but the day will come 
that thou ſhalt be ſtretch'd on a bed, candles 
lighted about thee,thy Relations and Friends 
lamenting and weeplug, thy whole family 
in a great conſternation, expecting thee to 
breath out thy Soul every moment ;but when 
this day ſhall come, *tis uncertain, perhaps 
when thou doſt leaſt expett it, perhaps when 
thou thinkſt thy ſelf ſecure from all dangers, 
and when all thy thovghts are buſi'd about 
building of Houſes, purchaſing Lands, mateh- 
ing thy Children, ſettling their Fortunes; 
**is therefore ſaid of Death, that it comes like 
a Thief, who takes that time to ſeize on his 
prey, when men are in their dead ſleep, {- 
cure, and without the leaſt apprehenſion of 
being rob'd: Theday of the Lord, ſays St. 
Paul, ſhall come as a Thief in the night, up- 
on thee ;, and when thou ſhalt ſay, peaceand 
ſecurity, then ſudden deſtruQion ſhall on 


which 1 had pronounc'd againſt thy Prope. 
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upon thee, as Travail upon a Woman with 
Child, and thou ſhalt not eſcape. 

To confider ſeriouſly the preludes of 
death , with their attendents, which are 
2 grievous ſickneſs, Aches and pains over all 
thy Limbs, thy Stomach loaded with Apo- 
thecarys Stuffs, ſo many ſorts of loathſome 
drugs on a table before thy face, which thou 
muſt of neceſſity ſwallow, becauſe thy Phy- 
fician has order'd it fo; then art thou peeviſh 
and fretful, continually tumbling and toſfling 
from one place to another, always reſtleſs; 
this with ſeveral other emergencies, weakens 
tby body, and opens the gate for Death to 
come in ; even as when an enemy is reſolv'd 
to Storm a City, he firſt batters down its 
walls with his great C:nnons, and makes a 
breach large enovgh for a general aſlaulr ; 
then he commands his forces to ſtand to their 
Arms, and he at the head of them marches 
on, and makes himſelf Maſter of the place.So 
before Death, a mortal infirmity leads the 
van, beats down thy natural Strength, diſ- 
mounts all thy ſenſcs,vives thee no reſt night 
or day, batters down thy body with its vio- 
lent fits, ſo that the Soul is at laſt forc'd to 
withdraw from her old habitation to take up 
her quarters, the Lord knows where. 

But when the Infirmity is come to that 
heiglit, that thy Phyſitian and thy ſelf wh, 

ave 


(i110) L 
have no hopes of further life, © what Ay 


guviſhes, what apprehenſions, what grig, 
what trouble ſeizes thy poor heart ; and tare 


it aſunder, then the whole ſeries of thy for. 


_ mer life comes into thy minde, and thy dezr- 

done Eft objects will then become the ſubjedts of 

runc, Eccl, thy greateſt ſorrow ; thy Wife and Childreg, 
thy Friends, and Relations, thy Riches, thy 
Honours, thy Titles, thy Imployments, with 
the reſt which thou haſt made thy Gods a 
Earth, ſhall come in a croud to diſcompok 
thy Soul. 

Soon aſter this alteration of thy minds, 
comes another which is the forerunner of 
death ; thy forehead is harden'd and thy ki 
cleaves cloſe to thy skull, a cold ſweat trick 
les down thy face,thy eye-ſtrings are alreadj 
broken, and thy eye-lids are falPn down,thy 
ears are deaf, thy noſe grows thin and ſhary, 
thy noſtrils ſtuff*d up with corruption, tij 
face turns to its original colour , which 
that of clay ; thy mouth is contracted, tl 
tongue is ſcupifi'd, and can no more perfor 
its duty, thy taſt is gone, thy lips are pak; 
thy breath ſinks down to the bottom of thj 
breaſt, thy hands are cold, thy nails blad, 
thy pulſe ſlow and weak ; ſometimes at a ſtop, 
and now and then revives; thy feet haye 10 
more life, they have loſt their natural heh 


Infine, all thy fleſh is ia a ſhort ſpace to 
turſ 
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turn'd into corruption. This is thy end 
O man, but as thou art a Chriſtian,hear what 
ſhall enfue before the Separation of thy Soul 
from thy Body. 

Then thou ſhalt imagine the Judgment of 
God to be at hand, then thou ſhalt have a 
fall view of all thy fins, both great and ſmall, 
then all thy abominattons and crimes ſhall 
come in a body to accuſe thee before the 
dreadful Tribunal of my divine Juſtice : 
Then thou fhalt acknowledge { tho'roo late ) 
how ſordid, how heinous, and how horrid 
were the crimes which thou hadſr fo eaſily, 
& ſo deſperately committed agamſt me, with- 
ont the leaſt apprehenſion of my indignation 
& wrath. O wha: curſes, what bitter impreca- 
tions wilt thou utter at that fatal hour againſt 
the day in which thon haſt offended me ; 
thon wilt curſe even the place, the occaſion, 
and complices of thy fins. Thou wilt curſe 
and condemn thine own folly, and the wic- 
kedneſs of thoſe which brought thee by their 
ll examples to forfiet the everlaſting joys of 
Heaven for ſick trifles, as are all the falſe 
and treacherous pleaſures of this world. The 
afflictions of Job were nothing to thoſe that «.; 


ſhall be heap*d upon thee in that dreadful narvs foam 
day of my viſitation ; yet ke cries out, let &c ob. 3- 


the day periſh wherein 1 was born, and the 5 
vight in which it was ſaid, there is a man- 
childe- 


pereat di- 
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thilde conceiv*d ; and what will thy feeling 


be;. when thou ſhalt ſee thy ſelf depriv'd of 
all happineſs, and excluded from Heaven far 
an Eternity, by the means of thoſe yain, for. 
did, and tranſitory pleaſures which thoy haſ 


taken in thy life-time ? when thou ſhalt bs | 


hold thy ſelf ſurrounded on all ſides with tri 
bulations and anguiſhes, without any h 
of a longer life, when there ſhall be no place 
for pennance, when the days of grace ar 
paſt, when even thoſe whom thou haſt loyl 
beyond all meaſure and reaſon cann't afford 
unto thee the leaſt comfort , but rather wil 
kill thee with diſpleaſure, becauſe they were 
thy beloved Idols, and the only objeds 
thy adorations, but now they ſhall become 
the ſubject of thy Eternall confukion. | 

Tell me, O man, when thou ſhalt ſce th 
ſelf brought to this deprorable ſtate and cot- 
dition, where wilt thou go ? what wilt thou 
do? to whom wilt thou call for help ? Ti 
return to life, *cis impoſſible, and to eaſetlj 
In 1!la die ſelf thou wilt not be able 3 what ſhall becont 
_ of thee , when I will cauſe the Sun to b 
ridie & tc. COWN at noon, and when I will darkentd 
nebreſcere Earth at mid-day ? what wilt thou ſay,whel 
faciam [ ſhall turn thy feaſts into mourning, and 


cerram 1n thy Songs into lamentation,when 1 will brit 


dic lumi- / 
nis 2. Up Sackcloth upon all mens loins, and 


Amss, 8. neſs upon every head, and when 1 ſhall mul 
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itas the morning for an only Son,. and the 


niſhment for his Sins, but as a trial of his pa- gc, 70, 
tience, to make him a worthy preſident to all 1.22. 
mortals of virtue, of conſtancy, and ff per- © 
fe reſignation to my holy will in all their 
afflitions. He himfelf does proteſt that his 
conſcience did not accuſe him; yet he was 
{0 apprehenſive of the ſtri& judgment which 
a Soul is to undergo at her departing the bo- 
dy,that amaz'd at the ſeverity of my Jaſtice, 

he crys out, protet me, O Lord, and hide ,,;,... 
me in hell, whilſt thy fury paſſes. Whereup- Kikel. 
on one of my deyout Servants affirms, that Art.1c- 
the inſtant, whercin 1 £ivs-judgment of a {© novis- 
youl, is not only more terrible then Death, 

but more terrible then to {uffer even the pains 

ot hell for a certain time, a2t only to thoſe 

who are to be damn'd, but cven unto my 

rery Elect. 

, Oman! reflet ſeriouſly upon this, and 
Jadge, what.will become of a Sinner at the 

I hour 
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hour of his Death, and at the lively repre- 
ſentation. of all his offences and crimes, what 
a.conſternation he will be in 7 how he will 
tremble and ſhake every limb of him at the 
very ſight of me, his Creator and Redeemer, 
whom he had ſo often offended and' injurt 
in the courſe of his ſinful lite ; chat very pre- 
ſence will be more dreadful to him then the 
ſuffering of the pains of hel] it ſelf. 


M AN. 


Oo Moſt gracious Redeemer ? Icann't de- 
ny what thou ſayſt of a dying man, and 
of the Anguiſhes which he ſhall ſuffer ar the 
departing of the Soul from his body ; fhe 
ſnall enter into Judgment alone, naked, poor, 
and without-any to patronize her cauſe, ex- 
cept her good works,(it ſhe has any to ſhew;) 
her Conſcience will be the Deponent, the 
Tria!l will be either for life, or death not 
temnoral, bt eternal, and thou an injur'l 
Judge, ſhall appear to her in a dreadfu! 
Throne to give fenrence for her, or againz 
her, cither of Salvation, or of her everlaſt- 
ing damnation. 1f ſhe be grievouſly indebt 
ed, and not able to ballance her accounts, 0 
what a horrible confuſion ſhe will be 1t, 
grief and ſorrow, ſighs and tears, dreadful 
lamentations and crys, will be fer wofuten- 
' rertainment 
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teftainment, and the only motives fhe can 
produce to mollity thee O Lord, bur all will 
be to no purpoſe, her repentance comes too 
late, "tis totally fruitleſs at that hour ; all her 
proteſtations of amendment will be in vain, 
no bills or bonds of performance will 
be accepted of, no bail ſhall be taken, her 
leaſe ts out, ſhe muſt remove : her nobiliry, 
her riches, her honours cann'*rt obtain for her 
a further reſpite of time ; the ſentence 1s pro- 
nouned, the decree is unavoidable ; ſhe muſt 
ſubmit. 

O the unfortunate Sinner, what will he 
do? what will he ſay ? how can he expreſs 
the greatneſs of his misfortune, otherwite 


then by theſe words of thy Propher. The P/2-13.4.5 


forrows of Death have compalled me, and 
the flouds of iniquity have made me atraid. 
The forrbws of hell have compalled me a- 
bout, and the ſnares of Death h:ve pre- 
vented me. 

O what a woful circle is that into which 
his Sins have brought. him, and unexpected 
too! when he had not-the leaſt thouyht of 
death ; what will his friends avail tim now, 
his Cignitics, his riches, his lands and all thar 
he took moſt delight in ? they will remain 
after him, to other Maſters, thac will ſoon 
waſt and conſume *em, in a worſe way pcr- 
haps then ever he gather?d them, (rho? that 
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perchance was bad enough.) The Sins which 
he had committed in heaping them up,are the 
only companions he is like to have along with 
him to another world, where he is to be tor- 
mented for them according to their enor- 
mity. 
It I ſhould make my addreſſes to world- 
lings, in hopes to be farther inſtructed in this 
fo neceflary a matter to Salvation, Alas ! they 
know nothing of it, and which is worſe,they 
will not believe it,for they live.as if they had 
no account at allto give after death ; and 
why ſhould I think it ſtrange, being they 
live in Egypt, that is in a land of darknels, in 
a willful blindneſs, overwhelm'd with all 
forts of errors,where fcarcely two are found 
of one opinzon in matiers of Faith and mat- 
ners. 

I am then reſoly*d to go farther off, and 
Rreight into the land of Geſhen, where tht 
DIVE light of verity is allways in its full fpler- 
eres in Ju- dour, and to conſult with the Inhabitants 
d:cium thereof in this caſe; they will certainly teacl 
cum {crvo me, not only by their words, but alſo 
ruo Pontl- their examples, how much this dreadful da 
nr" of ſo {tri an account is to be fear'd. Tit 
fcabvirur firſt I meet with,1s the holy*ft man of his ag, 
in con{pc- a man according to thine own heart, O Lord; 
__— yer he is ſo terrifi'd, even at the very remeit 
vens.Pſz, Þrance of this accompting day, that he oy 
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thee with all the tenderneſs of a contrite 
heart, not to enter into Judgment with thy 
Servant : and thereaſon he gives for his re- 
queſt is, that in thy fight ſhall no man liying 
be juſtifi'd. Y = 
The fecond that appears to me, is that 1 vit's 


- Patrum. 


moſt renown'd and holy Ar/ſenizs, a man of ,., _ " 


wonderful auſterity, a man always in prayer, 
always in contemplation, yet. tho? he was ſo 
virtuous, and ſo great a Saint, tears were 
ſeen to trickle down his cheeks when he was 
a dying, and all his body to tremble in his 
deep conſideration of this reckoning day: His 


' Diſciples that ſtood round Nis poor and hard 


bed, ſetting him the queſtion why he cry'd, 
and whether he was afraid of death? he made 
anſwer; yes, my dearly beloved Children, 
| fear Death, and [I tremble at the approach 
of my dreadful Judge, for tho? I cann'c ſay 
that I am guilty of any Sin that might de- 
prive me of his grace ; yet he will ſcearch ſo 
narrowly into the moſt hidden corners of 
mens hearts, at that departing day, that I 
have great reaſon to fear he may finde ſomo 

ſubje& of his diſpleaſure within my breaſr. 
Another no leſs commendable for the ho- 
lyneſs of his life; tells me of a moſt dread- 
ful example which was in his days exhibited 
0n the Perſon of one Stephen a Monk, a great 
loyer of a quiet and Solatary life ; This ho- 
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ly man, aſter he had paſs'd over ſeveral years 
in a monaſtical confi, and adorn'd his Soul 
with extraordinary graces and virtues, by 
his continual faſting, weeping, and chaſti- 
ſing his hody, with St. Paz, leſt it ſhould 
bring his Soul to ſubjection, he went into 
the deſart, and built a little cell for himſelf 
at the foot of that famous mountain, where 
tie Prophet Heljas had formerly a molt $4- 
cred and heavenly viſtion; a place remote 
fromall worldly conſolation, almoſt inac- 
ccſlible to men,and very near a hundred miles 
diſtant from any human habitation ; After he 
had continued there a long tra of time, in 
the height of all manner of mortifcation 
and Pennance, and being in his declining 
Age, he retvrn'd to his former habitation, 
where in a few days he fell into a fit of ſick- 
Joi. Cli- neſs whereof he dy*d ; but the day before his 
wachus 16 death,he awaked ſuddenly out of his ſlumber, 
-n 9 12nd Booking frigittlly towards the right, & 
ner, Icfe fide of his bed, he was heard by all that 
were about him,to \ ay ,(as if he were brought 
to an account for his paſt liſe )) "tis true that 
i5ſo, but for that Sin, | have faſted ſo many 
years. To another objetion he anſwer'd,that 
15 true likewiſe, but for that fault, 1 ofien 
ſhed molt bitter tears. To another he would 
reply, that's a grand lye, I am innocent 


that crime.” Again, he would anſwer, 18 


II9 
i indeed, 1 have nothing to ſay againft it, 
bus leave my ſelf wholly to God's mercy. 
Certainly this was a ſpectacle able to terrify 
the hearts of all them that were by, and e- 
ſpecially, for that the poor man was accus'd 
of what he never committed ; ſo eager his 
mortal Enemies were to get polleſſion of his 
Soul , by endeavouring to puſh him in- 
to deſpair. He was indeed a Jover of retir'd 
and ſolitary places,and a Monk of forty years 
approbation, endu'd with the gift of work- 
ing miracles, yet he trembles at the hearing 
of his accompts, ſome he denys, and ſome he 
owrs, but he relys upon Gods great mercy 
for a pardon ; and in this confli& he dyes 
without leaving any certainty of what be- 
came of him, or how favourable his Judge 
was to him at the end of his trial. 

OS$ariour of mankinde.if {uch great Saints 
wereſp much terrifi'd at the fight of death, 
and ſoapprehenſiye of thy dreadful Judge- 
ments, what wil become of Sinners at that 
hour-? ard of ſech Sinners as do ſpend their 
whale lifein the vanities, and tranſitory plea- 
fures of the world; of Sinners that make no- 
thing to offend thee by all manner of wicked- 
neſs ; of Sinners that live in ſo great a neg- 
le& of their Salvation as if they had no Souls 
to be fav'd, and no account to he given after 
death. If the Juſt are ſeiz'd with fo great a 
| I 4 terrour 


(120) 


rable condition will the habitual Sinner'hs 

in? what will become of the weak ſhrubs of 

the deſart that have no ſhelter from thera: 

ging ſtorms of Death and Judgment, when 

the tall Cedars of 24ban are laid even with 

$i Juſlus Te ground. If the Righteous ſcarcely be ſav'd, 

vix ſalva- Where ſhall the ungodly and the Sinner ap- 

{ bicur, Im-Pear 3; who walk'd all his life in LaſciviouF 

mon Ep<c-nols, Luſt, exceſs of Wine, Revellings,Ban- 

aparebane 1uctings,and all abominable Idolatries ? what 

x Pet. 4, Can be ſafe in Babylon, when there is ſo ſtrit 
3.& 18. a ſcarch made in Fernſalem ? 2 OED 


SAVIOUR. 


Hou ſayſt well, O man ! what will be- 
come of 2 Sinner indeed at the hour of 
death ; when I, who am the ſpotleſs Lamb, 
Triſtis en 94 ſeiz'd with fo great an apprehenſion of 
| anima mea iT, That my Soul was ſad even to death, and 
| uſque ad terrifi'd to that degree, that my body wasall 
mortem in a bloudy ſweat. But what will become of 
| 34. * 14+ a Sinner, when I ſhall appear to him, who 
i 5. am to be not only his Judge, but alſo a moſt 
irrefragable witneſs againſt him. St. Auguſtin 
| will tell thee, he had rather ſuffer even the 
| Ciyſ. unſpeakable rorments of Hell, then to behold 
_ 24. the face of hjs angry Judge. And St. Chryſ0- 
| am fone declares;it were better for _— on 
Lf pp | 1 oo 


terrour at the hour of Death, what a deple- | 
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ſtruck with as many thunderbolts as the ma- 
gazine of Heaven can afford, then to ſee that 
countenance ſo meek and ſo full of fweetneſs 
heretofore, altogether eſtrang'd from them 
at that moſt dreadful hour. And if thou wilt 
give credit to the depoſition of a learned Au- 
thour ; be will tell thee that even an Image, 
which was only my repreſentation on the 
Croſs, appear'd with ſuch wrathful and in- 
cens'd eyes to a congregation of People, that 
they all fell unto the ground ſenſeleſs & with- 
out any motion, and that they cuntinued in 
that amazement ſeveral hours. What a con- 
ſternation then will Sinners be in,when they 
ſhall behold not my Image, ( which 1s at beſt 
but a dead figure ) but my ſelf alive, not in 
the humility of my Croſs, but ſeated on a 
Throne of Juſtice and Majeſty ; not in a time 
of mercy, but in the due ſeaſon of a juſt ven- 
geance; not with naked hands pierc'd through 
with nails, but arm'd againſt them with the 
Sword of Juſtice. Thus I ſhall come to Judge 
and revenge the injuries which they have 
done unto me : lam righteous in my Juſtice, 
as Iam in my mercy, and as I have allotted 
a time for mercy, fo 1 will for Juſtice ; and 
as in this life the -rigour of my juſtice is as it 
were repreſs'd and ſuſpended,ſoin that point 
of Death, when the Sinners are to receive 
their final Sentence, I will ſuffer it to break 
= FF _ 
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forth like an inundation, and drown them 
in the 6+1luge of any indignation and wrath, 
Imagine wich thy If a great and rapid 

River the tas tad it's corrent vi 
ſtop'd theſe forty years, and now 1t werg ty 
have free paſſage, what a condition tly 
Country round about would ec in ? mit 
what a fury would it overrun tlie wholeland, 
and beat down all bcfore it. Citss, Towng 
Villages, Caſtles, Trees, Walls, Houſes, Men, 
Cattle and all without any reſiſtance. Tha 
knowſt that my Prophet Daziel compares my 
Juſtice not to an ordinary River, but to; 
River of fre, to expreſs the greatneſs and 
feverity of it ; thou knoweſt likewiſe that 
the current of this River is frequently rt 
preſs'd thirty, forty years, nay, ſometime 
during the whole life of Man $5 O whata 
infinite deal of wrath will it have heap'd to- 
gether, with what an impetuous fury will 
burſt out upon a wretched ſinner,at the point 
Tun inc;. Of his death ? The ſame Prophet gacs on with 
piert di- his deſcription of this dreadful River wht 
ceremon- ſhall iflue from 'my Countenance ; and fays, 
ribus cadi- that it ſhall be-ſo terrible, that the wicked 
_ will invite even the Rocks and Mountains i 
23-56, fall upon them, and ſhelter them from its 
; fcorching waves. The Prophet 1/ajah ets 
J4.56. forth my Juſtice in a more dreadful manaer, 
he ſays, that I will come cloth'd in garments 
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(123) IF 
of vengeance, and cover*d with a Robe of 
zeal ; and that 1 will give unto my Adverſa- 
ries my Indignation, and that my Enemies 
ſhall have their reward. | 

The Wiſeman comes Fet cloſer to the mat- 
ter, for he ſays, that my zeal ſhall take up 
arms, and that [ ſhall animate all creatures 
to revenge me of my Enemies : that I ſhall 
put on Juſtice 1s a breſt-plate, take the head- 
piece of righteous Judgment, and ſhall ſhar- 
pen my wrath asa lance ; nay I ſhall not on- 
ly appear to Sinners at the hour of death as 
an enrag'd arm'd man, but as a Pear that bas 
been robb*d of her whelps; that I ſhall tear 
their entrails in peices, and devour then as 
a Lyon. 

"Tis certain-there is not among the Bzaſts 
a more fierce by nature then a Lyon, or a 
more furions then a Bear, .efpecially when 
ſhe has loſt her young ones ; and that I who 
am by nature infinitely good, mild, and lo- 
ving, fhovld compare my ſelf to ſuch mogn- 
ſters of nature for fierceneſs, and cruelty, is 


Oſe. 13. 


to expreſs ſenſibly the terrors of my Juſtice pies irz 
and rigour againſt Sinners in that day of dies ifla 
wrath, full of calamity and miſery, in that <©amatis 


great, forrowful and moſt bitter day.O man, 


& mileriz 


dies mag- 


take notice of this dreadful expreſſion, is na & ama- 
able to terrify thy heart,and to bringa trem. 
bling over all thy body : Conſider well how 
YARk 5a many 1 


ra valde 
mils de 


124 
many poor Souls haſt thou led aſtray fr 
my paths, by thy poyſonous doQrine, ay 
evil examples, how many poor Souls are ng 
in Hell-fire ſolely upon the account of th 
damaable principles which thou haſt ſilly 
into their ears and hearts, and which thy 
carry'd along with them to their gray! 
How many innocent, and virtuous you 


. 


Maids, and Women, haſt thou forc'd out 
my ſervice to ſatisfy thy luſtful deſires; I fy 
forc'd them, becanſe that perceiving then 
in a wanting condition, thou haſt wroygk 
vpon their neceſſity, and weakneſs both, h 
giving them what thou ſhouldft have kept fa 
the maintenance of thy proper Wife an( 
Children. Aſſure thy ſelf, that in the hou 
of thy death, I ſhall appear unto theeas 1 
Bear whom thou haſt robb'd of ſo man 
young ones, yea, and ſhall tear thy entrail 
in peices, for all thy misdemeanours, extor- 
tions, and oppreſlions. I will devour the:y 
a Lyon, as well for working the deſtrudtion 
of thy own Soul , as for contribnting tothe 
leſs of many others by thy bad examples. 
"Tis by reaſon of the ſeyerity of my Juſtice 
againſt Sinners in the hour of their death that 
Danicl ſays,there ſhall proceed from my fact 
2 River of fire, becauſe this Element of all 
others is the moſt ave, and ſo pure that it 
will not adrait of any mixture; whos 
4+ Han + Wn ? ak 
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Farth will lodge in its boſom Mines of ſeve- 


nf ral mettals, and Quarries of divers ſorts of 


Stone ; Water will entertain a pleaſant va» 
riety of Fiſhes, the Air gives liberty to all 
forts of Fowl to fly through all it's region , 
and does alſo harbour a vaſt multitude of 
vapours, exhalations and ſeveral other bo- 
dies ; but Fire endures nothing, it molts 
the hardeſt metrals, reduces even ſtones 
into Cinders, conſumes living Creatures, 
converts Trees into its own Subſtance, and 
taros all that is contrary to it, into its own 
nature. The ſarne ſhall happen 1a that day 
of my wrath ; all (ball berigour and Juſtice, 
without any mixture of mercy z nay, the 
very mercies which I have exhibited to 
ſinners in tt cir life time, ſhall then be both 
a motave to kindle my indignation , and fuel 
to blaze up my incenſed Juſtice againſt thern. 

O man ! conſider therefore whilſt thou 
haſt time to repent, nay, and ſeriouſl | too, 
what a ſad coudition thou ſhalt ſee thy ſelf 
In, at that inſtant, when neither my bloud 
ſhed for thee, nor my ſelf crucifd for thy 
ſake, nor the powerful interceſſion of my 
moſt bleſſed Mother, nor the prayers of 
my Saints, no, nor my divine mercy it 


elf, ſhall contribute any thing ro thy fafety. 


No, this life once palt, thou art to exp*<t 
no Patron, no Protetoyr, but thy virtuous 
ations 3 - 


Fob, 15. 


my dreadful Throne, and place thee at my 
Tight hand, among the number of my bk 
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2Qions ; thy Angel Guardian, and allth 
Saints thy Advocates ſhall abandone thee; 
thy vaſt riches, the greatneſs of thy Authy 
rity, thy numerons Servants, thy lea dl. 
Counſels will not avail thee, nor defend | 
Proceſs ; thy good works alone will defe 
thee from the rigour of my Juſtice, whe 
the Treaſures thou haft heap'd up in the 
world, and been ſo carctul to preſerve, fil 
fail rhee ; Thine Alms beſtow*d upon the 
Poor ſhall ſtick cloſe to thee, and pleade for 
thy pardon in a powerful manner. Th 
Wife, thy Children, thy Kindred, Friends 
and Followers, ſhail go no farther then thi 
grave with thee ; bur the Strangers which 
thou haſt lodg'd, the fick which thou hf 
vilited, and the needy which thou haft ſuc- 
cour'd will bear thee company even before 
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ied tor ever. 
M AN. 


My moſt gracious Saviour ! withdraw 

thy hand far from me : and ler not thy | 
dread make me afraid. Wherefore hidef 
thou thy face, & holdeſt me for thy Enemy! 
wilt thou break a leaf that is driven to & frd 
with every little puff of wind ? and wil 
thou 
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thou fo rigorouſly purfue the dry ſtubble? for 
thon write ſt bitter things againſt me, and 
makeſt me to poſſeſs the iniquities of my 
youth : Thou putteſt my feet alfo in ths 
Mocks, and lookeſt qarrowly unto all niy 
paths ; thou ſetteſt a'print upon the heels 
of my feet, who am to be conſum'd as a rot- 
teri thing, and as a garment. that is moth- 
eaten. 

Man that is bor of.a Wornan, 15 of few 
for} days, ant full of trouble 3 He comes forth 
Thy | likea flower, and is cat down ; He veniſhetlhy 
nds} alfo' as a ſhadow, and continues not ; Ard 
tie} doſt thou fix thine eyes upon ſucly an one, 
uct} and bringeft me intro: Judgment with thee? 
bat} Who can bring a clean rhing out of an an- 
ſuc} clean ? Theſe are the words- of the moſt 
ore } afflicted _of mortals, and Mirror of Pati- _ 
my} ence, admiring the ſeverity of thy Ju- 
&f-| ffire againſt Man, a creature ſo- weak, {6- 
frail, arid fo prone to' all mariner of evil; 
azainſt a wretch viciouſly inclin'd from his 
cradle, that drinks up iniquity with as much 
pleaſure, and caſe, 2s ke wonld a glafs of 
aw} Spring-water in his greateſt drougrh- ot: a 
thy | lot Surnmers day. It were a ſhbje&t of leſs 
ar admiration hadſt thou dealt fo rigorouſly 
y- | with Angels, that arcſpiritual'creatures, and' 
fd | ofa far more eminenr perte&tion then met” 
t} can ever attain to; To be:ſo ſevere with 


. PooOT 
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poor man,who lies groaning under the neigh 
uch 


of ſo many predominant paſſions, and ſuck 
2 number of evil inclinations, which dg 
wholly eſtrange him from the deſire and 


praftiſe of virtue; To bring him, 1 ſay, toſ- 


ſri& an account of a!l his ations, that y 
wilt not paſs by, even the leaſt idle word, 
that ever he ſpoke, nor the leaſt moment 
of time that he has miſpent 3; O moſt prac 
ous Saviour !, give me leave to tell thee ; that 
the rigour of thy Juſtice herein does tran- 
| ſcend my. admiration, and the more abun- 
t _— dantly, becauſe I hear thy ſelf ſay, every |- 
vobis, de Ale word that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall gize 
| omni yer-an account thereof in the day of Judgement, 
be oriolo If that be ſo, (25 without doubt it is )what 
—_, rigourous account muſt be taken of all di 
homines, honeſt, impertinent, and ſcurrulous words 
reddenc what of lies, and perjuries, what of horrid 
earn and abominable oaths ? what of all helliſh in- 
hes 5. Ju- precations, and blaſphemys ? what of all wat- 
$ 24x. 12, Tonand lacivious thoughts, and looks ? what 
36. of Adulterers,murtherers, and highway rob- 

bers? Infine, what a rigourous account mal 

be given of the whole time of life ſpentin 

the works of iniquity ? All that the beſt of 

Orators is able to ſay of the ſeverity and rt 

gour of thy Judgment, will be far ſhortol 

what it will really be in that dreadful day of 

thy wrath ; nay, it will aot be ſo much as4 
empt] 


- 
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empty ſhaddow to the ſubſtance of the mat- 
ter. O what a confuſion poor man will be in, 
when ho muſt appear before thy dreadful 
Throne, in-the preſence of that great. aſſem- 
bly of all mankinde, and give an exa&t ac- 
count of the leaſt idle word he had ſpoken at 
this-or that time 3 who would not bs aſto- 
niſh'd and totally. ſtupify'd at ſucha reckon- 
ing? who would dare ſpeak of it, but that 
thou. ſayſt it thy ſelf ? or who would preſume 
to affirm it, but that thou doſt thy ſelf con- 
firm it with an Amen, Amen ? Whar King 


' was ever heard of, that call'd his Servants to 


queſtion for ſo {lite an. offence, as is an idle 
word ? O Chriſtian Religion, how ſublime 
is thy perfetion ? how great is the puricy 
of minde which thou doſt require of thy Pro- 
feſſors ? how ſtri&t is the reckoning which 
thon doſt exat from them, and with what 
ſeverity doft thon chaſtiſe,even the very leaſt 


of their evil ations ? how great will the 


ſhame and confuſion of Sinners be, when all 
the abominations, and ſins which they had 
committed even from their Cradle, to the 
hour-of their death ( were they never fo pri- 
Yately ated, :ſo carefully conceal'd, or ſo ſe- 
cretly kept ) ſhall be diſcover*d, and laid 0- 
pen to the eyes of the whole world ? 
If we be fo much aſham*d to diſcover. our 
imperfections tro a. Ghoſtly Father who 1s 0h» 
K lig'd 


130) 
Itg'd to fecreſy under a penalty full as badzj 
not worſe then that of death ) that ſometimes 

Oſee, 10. we have nota word to ſay ; how excellive 
great will our ſhame be in thy preſence 
O Lord ! and inthe ſight of all ages paſt, pre. 
ſent and to come ? O? it will be fo 1ntollera. 
ble ! that the wicked ſhall intreat even the 
Mountains to cover them, and the hills to 

Pſal. 89. fall upon them. They ſhall ſay with thy pro- 
phet-z Weare diſmay'd O Lord! with thy 
wrath, and troubled with thy fury ; but for 
what reaſon ? becauſe thou haſt ſet our wick- 
edneſs before thee, and haſt plac'd them in 
thy ſight. 

'Tis true, that in this life Sin does not ap- 
pear ſo pernicious to our eyes, which makes 
us bs the ieſs concern'd for it, but at the 
inſtar: of death, when it ſhajl ſhew it ſelf 


Pereat di- Witii all its actormity, the very ſight of it | 


es inguo will confound us to ſuch an exremity, that 

nacus ſum 0:11 c; { h dQ h b 

7 iz. WeCiilcarſe theday that ever we were born. 

J 60, 101d, . $ 0 . + 
They ſeem in this life but light and trivial, 
and that makes us not ſcruple them much, 
bur in the day of thy wrath, O Lord,we ſhall 
finde them heavy, grevious, and inſupport- 
able. We know by experience that a piece of 

, Timber, tho'never ſo great, when it floats 
in a deep water, may be mov?d, and drawn 
from place to place even by aChild; we know 
Ukew1te that the moſt part ofit lies under the 

water, 


. ment, we ſhall clearly diſcover their bulk, 
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water, and clear out of our fight, but when 
4t is brought upon dry land, no leſs then half 
a dozen horſes, will ſuffice to bring it off, 
then we may perceive perfectly the whole 
bulk of it. ?Tiseven ſo with our Sins, in the 
tempeſtuous Seas of this unſtable and tranſt- 
tory life, they are conceal'd from our eyes, 
but in the hour of death, in the day of Judg- 


fumber, and weight, and ſhall groan under 
ſo heavy and ſo unſupportable a. burthen. 
Then we fhall finde a number of our actions, 
which we thought very good,to be moſt grie- 
vous Sins, *tis therefore thou ſay by thy 
Prophet, when I ſhall take a proper time, 
then I will Judge Righteouſneſs. Who would 
imagine that the ation of Oza, when he up- 2 Reg.s. 5 
held the Ark in danger of falling, was an of- 
fence; yet, O Lord, thÞn haſt chaſtiz'd it as 
a great Sin, with no leſs a puniſhment then 
that of a moſt diſaſtrous death ? who would 
ever believe that Davids numbring of his Peo- 
ple was an offence, but ratiier an at of dif- 7 * 
cretion and Policy, yet thou haſt puniſh'd '*" 
him for it with a Peſtilence never to oc para- 
lel'd. Saul was urg*d by his approaching E- 1 Reg. 1: 
nemies, and by Samuels Jong delay, to offer 18. 
vacrifice, this was an aQ of Religion, which 
1s the moſt heroick, and greate/t of virtues, 
conſequently he thonght it ſhould be moit 

K 2 acceptabte 


2 Reg. 24 


a victory againſt his Foes; yet it waga moſt 
grievous Sin in thy preſence, ſince for that 
alone, thou. haſt reproy'd him, degraded 
him from his Royal Dignity, and caſt him 
off as a loſt Soul for an Eternity. Achab: 
action might be look*'d upon as the worthy 
produ& of a maſculine ſpirit, for what is 
more generous then to pardon an enemy,and 
what can be more divine then to ſpare his 
life, the chief ground of Davids promotion 

 _ _ _ tothe Crown and Scepter of 1/rael, was his 
Diligic® Clemency to Saul; moreover, thou doſt ex- 
Ionic 1refly command it thy ſelf, and thou haſt 


_ alſo earneſtly pray'd thy Eternal Father to 


oſce 1llis. qyer'd Berhadad, King of Syria, pardon'd him, 

Co 23, ._ » . : 
"_ gave bim his lite, and took him up to fit by 
: him in his Royal Chgxyiot; yet this action 
which was ſo much prais'd, and ſo extolPd 
by men, was ſo hainous, & ſo diſpleaſing to 
thee, that thou didſt ſend him word by thy 
Prophet, that he ſhould dy for it, and that 
He and all his People ſhould ſuffer the puniſh- 
ment which was to fall upon the Syrians, and 
their King. 

O my Sweet Saviour ! if thy judgement e- 
ven 1n this life be ſo far diſtant from that of 
men, What ſhall it bein that dreadful hour, 
which thou haſt reſery'd for the executing of 
thy divine Juſtice ? 


SAVIOUR 


acceptable to thee, and of force to qbtain him 1 


Pater ig- pardon thine enemies. Achab, having con- . 
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SAVIOUR. 


Y Judgment is indeed far remote, not vas elegi- 
M only from that of the common ſort of onis eſt 
men, but alſo from that of the holieſt among = _ 
them. Paul was a Saint upon Earth, he was ax pa 
a veſſel of EleQion, and made privy to the meum co- 


Secrets of Heaven, yet he was deceiv'd in his 74m Regi- 
bus& Gen- 


tibus. Aﬀ. 


but that he repented and did Pennance. My 
dearly beloved Diſciple had a great venerati- 
on for all the Seven Bhops of .4ſia; the 
whole Country look*d upon them all as holy 
men, and great lovers of virtue; yet in my 
light the Biſhop of Sardis was fo far from be- 
Ing a Saint, that his Soul was tainted with 
mortal Sin ; the Biſhop of Laodicia was a mi- 
ſer, poor, blinde and naked of all virtue ; 
the Biſhop of Thiatira was indeed a faith- 
ful ſervant to me as to his own perſon, 
but in performing his duty to thoſe un- 
der his charge, I found him guilty in ſe- 
veral fins of omiſſion. The Biſhop of Phila- 
delphia' was not indeed fallen from his firſt 

K 3 | zeal, 
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004 Zeal, yet I found wherewith to reprehend 
g1UUS , a on « 

efſes, zur Im, not for committing of evil, nor for the 

alidus, omitting of good, nor for being remiſs in his 

ca qu'2 former fervour : but only for his little yirtue, 

: © - and charity ; with another [ found fault,and 

IC] I!) 4 . 

te evorme- Cold him, 1 would thou wert either hot or 

re ex orecold, but becauſe thou art luke-warm, I ſhall 
me". 59. begin to yomit thee out of my mouth. 

_m_ By this thou 'mayſt ſee how far different 

my judgment is, from that of men 1n this 

life. As for the ſeverity of my Judgement e- 

ven in this life, wherein for the moſt part] 

makeuſe of my mercy,tis very terrible as thou 

mayft well perceive by what I {aid to the Peo- 

ple of Iſrael by-the mouth of my Prophet,nay, 

is able todflve thee, and even the moſt oh- 

ſtiaate of Sinners, out of the ways of iniqui- 

ty into the path of mortification and Pen- 

nance, which alone can lead them to Salvati- 

on. Mark well my words, and lodge them 

within the cloſet of thy heart as a divine trea- 

ſure,r.heir efficacy 1s ſuch that (if often mind- 

ed ) they will exempt thee from the wllow- 

ing, calamities: 1 will powr out all my Rage 

upon thee, and will accompliſh my fury in 

thee; I will Judge thee according to thy ways, 

and will lay forth all thy wickedneſs againſt 

thee 5 my eyes ſhall not pardon thee, neither 

w2ll I have mercy on thee. I will charge thee 

with all thy misdeeds, and thy — 


- 


, 
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ſhall be in the midſt of thee ; and thon ſhalt 
know that Iam the Lo:d that ſmires. 

Nay, my wrath ſhall be apon all rhe Peo- 
ple,the Sword without, and Peſtilence with- 
in, and Famine too , they who fly to ſive 
themſelves, ſhall all remain in the mountains, 
25 the Doves of the valleys trembling in their 
iniquities, their hands ſhall be dis)oynted,2nd 
theit knees ſhall diſſolve into water, for the 
ereat fear and amazement which [I ſhall ſend 
upon them in my wrath. Conſider ſeriouſly 
now, and conclude, if my Judgement be fo 
ſevere, and ſo rigorous even in this life, 
which is the only time for mercy, what will 
it be when mercy is clear out of date, and 
when Juſtice will admit of no mixture of pit- 
ty, of tenderneſs, or of compaſſion ; when 
the books of all mens conſciences ſhall be laid 
open to the view of the whole world, when 
the moſt ſecret Sins of their hearts, thoſe ſor- 
did afts committed in the dark, thoſe Sins 
which through ſhame were conceal'd in con- 
feſſion, or made leſs conſiderable with falſe 
and Sacrilegious excuſes; when all crooked 
and ſiniſter intentions, hidden and unknown 
Treacheries, counterfiet and difſembling 
virtues, feigned friends, adulterous W1ves, 
unfaithful Husbands, dec2itful Servants,t:iic 
witneſſes, and all ſich traſh, ſhall be diſco- 
rer'd to their great ſhame and confuiion 
> "oh K 4 when 
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ect 1n 8-2 dreadful Throne with a countenance fall 
| Hum, qui Of indignation and wrath, and hear from my 
| pararus«ſt mouth theſe dreadful words, depart from me 
{ Dizbolo & ye curſed into eternal fire prepar'd for Satan 
| 'Ang-l1s c- d his Angels. |... | | 
Jus. Mat. an by USCA 
25. This dreadful ſentence ſhall overthrow 
7b. 26. them for ever, and cover them with eternal 
11.32. ſorrow and confuſion : The Pillars of Hex 
ven, ſays Jeb, do tremble and are aſtoniſh'd 
at his reproofs. If we be not able to hear {6 
few words from his mouth without amaze- 
 ___ ment, how ſhall we withſtand the-thunder of 
& iN | Panc- his oMnIpotent power ? This voice ſhall be 
£2 4-7. horrible, and. of ſo great a power, that the 
cendent earth in the twinkling of an eye ſhall open 
Fob. 21. and ſwallow them down into the bottomleſs 
pit of Hell. - - | | | 
| O Man! if Ananias and Saphira were ſtruck 
dead only with hearing the angry voice of my 
Diſciple, what a terror will my dreadful and 
AT. s. 1.angry voice ſtrike into the hearts of the re- 
2-3-4 Oc. probate ? S.Catharine of Sienna was reprehens 
ded. by St. Paul for not imploying/ her time 
to more advantage for her Soul, this was at 
moſt but a charitable advice,6&-givenprivate- 
ly too - yet ſhe ſaid ſhe had rather be diſgra- 
ced before the whole world, then once more 
to ſuffer what ſhe did by that reprehenſion- 
but what is this in reference to the Key 
an 


Ire male- when Iz fine, they ſhall behold me ſeated on 
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and confuſion which my dreadful words will 
| bring upon the wicked in the day of my ven- 
geance. If when I ſuffer'd my ſelf to be taken 
and led to be judged with theſe two words, 
Iam, I overthrew the aſtoniſh'd multitude 
of Souldiers, and Rabble to the ground, what 
will my: words be when] come to Judge ? 
what 2 terrible fall, and irrecoverable over- 
throw will theſe dreadful words give to all 
the wicked, depart from me ye curſed into 
eternal fire, prepared for Satan and his An» 
gels ; for at that very inſtant the fire of that Pſat. 54: 
general burning ſhall inveſt thoſe. miſerable 
Creatures; the Earth ſhall open, and Hell 
ſhall enlarge his throat to ſwallow them to 
all eternity : Then they ſhall ſee the accom- py, 139, 
pliſhment of my malediQion, let death come 
upon them, and let them fink alive into hell; 
Coals of fire ſhall fall upon rhem, and I ſhall pp, ,, 
caſt them into a burning fire, where they 
ſhall not ſubfiſt in their miſeries : nay, I ſhall 
pour down'vengence, fire, and ſulphur up- 
onthem , fire, hail, ſnow, Ice, and the Spi- 
rit of tempeſts ſhall be 'but a ſmall part of 
their chalice. | 
This great misfortune of the wicked is per- 
fealy, repreſented by my beloved Diſciple in 
bis Revelations z where he ſays, After theſe 
things, I ſaw-another Angel come down from 
Heaven, having great power ; and the Earth 
7 EY | | : WIS 


Revel. 18. 
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was lightn'd with his glory z and he cry'd 
mightily with a ſtrong voice, ſaying, Baby- 
los the great is fallen, is fallen ; and ts be- 
come the habitation of Devils, and recepta- 
cle of every foul Spirit, and a Cage for eve- 
ry unclean and hateful Bird. Hcr Sins have 
reach'd unto Heaven, and God has remem- 
bred her iniquities. He ſhall reward her even 
as ſhe ——_ him, and double upon don- 
ble unto her according to her works ; the 
Cup which ſhe has filld, he ſhall fill to her 
double. How mnch ſhe has glorifi'd her elf, 
and liv*d deliciouſly, ſo much torment and 
forrow he ſhall give her. Her Plagues ſhall 
come in one day upon her, death,mourning, 
and famine, and ſhe ſhall be utterly burnt 
with fire, for ſtrong is the Lord God who 


judgeth her. After this a mighty Angel took 


upa ſtone like a great milſtone, and caſt it 
into the Sea, ſaying, thus with violence ſhall 
that great City Babylon be thrown down, 
and ſhall be never found more. 

Thus the wicked(which are underſtood by 
Babylon ) ſhall be caſt into the precipice of 
heli, into that dark Dungeon overwhelm'd 
with horror, and all manner of confuſion. 
O what tongue is able to expreſs the multt- 
tude of torments which they ſhall ſuffer there 
for an Eternity ! their bodies ſhall bnrn with 
living flames, never to be extinguiſh'd ; ny 

- pe hat Souls 
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couls without any intermiſſion ſhall be gnaw- 
ed with the worm of conſcience, which ſhall 
never give them the leaſt ceſpir of eaſe, there 
they fhall continue perpetually weeping, figh- 
ing and gnaſhinz their teeth, without any 
hopes of goal-d-livery. In this w oful place 
of deſpair, thoſe m1ſ-rable Cainn'd wretches 
in a cruel fury full of rage, wi!l ſend ferth 
their invectives againſt me, and turn their 
anger again!t themſ-1ves, devouring their 
own flcth, tearing their bowels, inceſſantly 


| blaſpheming me, who had condemn'd them 


to thoſe unſpeakable torments. There every 
one of that damn'd crery will curſe his grand 
misfortune,and the unhappy day of his birth, 
always repeating that mournful 12mentation 


of Job ; let the day periſh wherein.I was born, 7. 3. 


2nd the night in which it was faid, there is 
a man-child conceiv'd, let that day be dark- 
neſs, let not God regard it frem above, nei- 
ther let the light ſhine upon it. Let darkneſs 
and the ſhaddow of death ſtain it, let a cloud 
dwell upon it ; let the blackneſs of the day 
terrify it, As for that night,let darkneſs ſeize 


| upon it, lct it not be joyn'd unto the days of 


the year, let it not come into the number of 
the months ; let that night be ſolatary, let. 
nd joyful voice come therein. Let them curſe 
It that curſe the day, whoare ready to raiſe 
ÞÞ their mourning 3 let the Stars of the oa 

0 ligat 
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light thereof be dark; let it look for light, 
but have none, neither let it ſee the dawning 
of the day. Becauſe it ſhut not the door of 
my Mother's womb, nor hid ſorrow from 
mine eyes. Why died I not from the womb ? 
Why did I not give up the Ghoſt when] 
came out of the belly ? why did the knees 
prevent me ? or why the breaſts that ſhould 
fuck ? For now fhould I have lain ſtill, and 
been quiet ; I ſhould have ſlept, then had [ 
been at reſt. | 

* This ſhall be the muſick, theſe the Canti- 
cles, theſe will be the Morning and Evening 
prayers of the damn'd for ever. 


M AN. 


If it be ſo bad with the damn'd; (as 
without doubt it is, being thou fayſt it 
O Lord, ) I think they have ſufficient rea- 
ſon'to curſe eternally the day that ever they 
were born, for as thou didſt ſay of Fudan, 
foreſecing-his treachery, and: his Damnati- 
on Which was to enſue, it were better he had 
never come into the world ; I think the 
ſame of thoſe wretched Souls, it were better 
they had periſhed in their Mothers wombs, 
then to become by their own Sins the fatal 
objet of thy juſt Indignation and wrath. 
O moſt unfortunate Souls, if it were _ 
ET 1: | | or 
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for me, or in the leaſt available to you, 1 
would commiſerate your condition ; byt your 
ſentence can neyer be recall'd ; there you are 
lodg'd among ſo many Legions of Devils,and 
there you are like to continue for an eterni- 
ty. Q unfortunate tongues that bolt out no- 
thing but blaſphemies! O unhappy Eyes that 
ke nothing bur miſeries, calamities and new 
found torments at every moment ! O ſad 
Ears that hear nothing but horrid crys, wo- 
ful creeks, mournful lamentations, and con- 
ſtant gnaſhing of teeth ; O deplorable bodys 
that have no other refreſhment then ſcorch- 
ing flames. Whileſt yon were dwellers in this 
world, you ſpent all your time in vanities, 
in ſinful recreations, and pleaſures, increa- 
ſing your fortunes, and heaping np of earth- 
ly treaſures, far from the leaſt thought of 
heavenly things ; but ſee now what is the end 
ofall your actions; what an infinite deal of 
miferies you have brought upon your ſelves ? 
O fooliſh and infatuated wrertches ! what does 
al your unlawful, and tranſitory pleaſures 
avail you now ? for which yeu are condem- 
ned unto everlaſting ſorrow, and woe ; what 
Is decomne of all your wealth ? where are yo 
treaſures ? what is the end of all your joys 
and comforts ? nothing but everlaſting miſe- 
ry, woe, tribulations and ſorrow. 

This is well illuſtrated in holy writ, by the 
great 
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oreat famine which came upon the People 9 
Egypt, and which continwd for the ſpaceof 
ſeven years; O what an extream grief was 
it unto them that they did not 1n the ſeven 
former years of abundance, provide for the 
ſeven following years of Dearth, they were 


like men ia deſpair for looſing the benefitof | 


fo favourable 2n opportunity ; and were ve- 
hemently trovbl'd in minde for their misfor- 
tune and negligence herein ; but alas! their 
grief is not to be compar'd to that of the 
damn'd, "tis no more, then a ſhaddow, that 
is compar'd with the truth : For the Famine 
of Egypt laſted no longer then ſeven years; 
but that of hell ſhall never be at an end: there 
was 2 rem2ily found for that of Egypt, tho' 
with vaſt expences, but for this, there 1s no 
remedy at all to be expe&ed : That was 
ſocn rel-iv'd by ſelling their Cattle, and 
lands to Joſeph ; but this can never be 
abated with any manner of . exchange, 
this puniſhment-can never be recall'd, this 
Pain will never be diminiſh'd. The People 
of Egypt after the feven years of Dearth were 
expir'd, began a little to reſpire, & to wade 
out of their miſeries ; but in hell, alas ! the 
Wicked ſhall never be quit of their misfor- 
tunes, they ſhall never come to the leaſt reft, 
or eaie ; they ſhall be both night and day in 
torments, and torftures, and that for an Ecer- 
nity, 


—— 


nity. 1fthe People of Egype fell into deſpair Ex Infer? . 
before the expiration of the ſeven years, be- ,; 
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no nulla 


. . re- 
ing ſure of a relief ſoon after ; what deſpair qemprio. 


will'the wicked be in, having an affurance Facihs 
from thy mouth, O Lord, that their miſe- Deſcenſus 
ries ſhall never have an end ! O what miſera- —_— 
ble and unfortunato wretches are we ! they care gra- 
will cry, what time, what powerful means, dum, hoc 
what opportunities of working our eternal 9Pus = 
Salvation have we negleQted ! The time was —ay _ 
that with one cup of cold water we might * 
have purchas'd unto our ſelves a Crown of 
glory : we might by relieving the poor, and 
other ſuch like works of mercy, have merrit- 
ted life everlaſting ; how great was our blind- 
neſs, our madneſs, and folly to have neglect- 
ed thoſe favourable occaſions of enriching-our 
ſelves for ever, and to ſuffer thoſe fruitfull 
years of ſuch great abundance to paſs away, 
without making any provtfion fcr our Souls. 
Had we been brought up amongſt Infidels 
and Pagans, and believ'd that our Souls were 
mortal], as well as our bodies, that we were 
inthe ſame Category witi 4!! brute animals, 
whoſe ſouls do periſh at once with their bo- 
dies, we might have ſome kinde of excuſe, and 
plead, that we knew nothing of what was 
commanded,or what was forbidden by od ; 
but being brought ap Chriſtians, and hold- 
ing for an Article of our belicf that the hour 
ſhall 


(1484). - |» 
ſhall come, wherein we muſt give a ſtri& ac- 
count of al}our tranſactions to God, we haye | 
been often told by Preachers, and Teachers, 
that the kingdom of Heaven ſuffers violence, 
and that we could notattain to-it otherways 
then by the paſs-port of Mortifications and 
Pennance, that it was our incumbent duty | 
to depreſs our unruly Paflions, and never to 
be drawn away by our evil inclinations ; yet 
unfortunate Souls ! we were fondly perſwad- 
ed that Heaven was for us without any pains 
at all ; that God was ſo merciful, that he 
would nor condemn our Souls to everlaſting 
torments, ( *tho? we were never ſo wicked: ) 
and therefore we have juſtly deſery'd that he 
ſhould deal with us'according to the full ri- 
gour of his Juſtice. Come then ye Infernal 
Furies, come andrend us in pieces, come and 
devour our unchriſtian bowels, for we have 
juſtly defery*d to be ſo cruelly dealt with; 
we have deſery'd to be hunger-ſtary'd for e- 
ver, being we have neglected to provide for 
our ſelves while we had both the means, the 
time, and conveniency of doing it; we de- 
ſerve not to reap, becauſe we have not 

ſown. We deſerve to fufter want and miſery, ' 
being wenever laid up any thing in ſtore : we 
often refuſed the poor and needy their hum- 

ble, and earneft requeſt,and therefore we de- 
frye to be deny'd ours. We often have clos'd 
on” 


| earsto the ſighs and groans of the. poor and, 
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diſtreſs'd,: and therefore. we deſerve to ſigh 

and lament for an. eternity in vain. We de- 

ſerve that the worm of our conſcience ſhould 

gnayw our. intrails for. ever by repreſenting 

unto us/our criminal and tranſitory. pleaſures, 

the great bhappineſs..which. we have loſt by. 
them,the unſpeakable torments.which weare — 
to:ſuffer for them, and their, long continu- ens, __ 


ance-which will be. for an/Eternity..,, , _Jutticiz 
| We err*d and wander'd from the ways of ag 
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truth, and the ligar of Juſtice was not with; *." © 
us,. nor did the Sun, ,of Wiſdom ſhine upontiac:11;pen- 
us.. We weari'd ,our ſelves in the ways ofciz non eſt 
wickedneſs and perdition,and walk'd in paths 275. 
of difliculty , ..and,- knew not the way of Ar fs 1 
the, Lord.. . What has. our Pride profited mus in via 
us 2. and; what has the pomp of our Riches a- ihiquitar's 
vaild.us?; all thoſe things have, paſs'd like a® Perdict- 
| . J » ONS, & 
ſhaddoyy,, or likea meſſenger who paſſes in," -_ 
haſt, or like a Shit” which cuts' the- inſtablemis vias 
waves,&,leaves no mark where it went - eve difficiles . 
ſo weare, now conſum'd in our wickedneſs. V7 au- 
, The cryel and bloudy Tyrants, vho have — 
afflicted & put to deathihy holy: Martyrs, © — a 
Lord,ſhall be troubUVdwith horrible fear when 5. 5, 7, 8. 
they ſhall behold, chera, whom, they had ſo 
unhumanely treated in this life;to be Ip high-. 
ly honour'd in Heaven: they ſhall wonder at, 
their unexpeaed Salvation, and lay amongſt 
__ © theniſelves 


146) 
themfelves with great regret, with munch 
zrief and anguiſh of Spirit: Theſe are the 
men who ſometime were unto us mafter of 
Scorn and laughter. We infipiq- wretches 
imagin'd rheir life to be madnefs, and thay 
their end will be without honour, bat behold 
how they are counted amongſt the children 
of God, and how their tot is among} the 
Saints ; ſuch will be the amazementof- thoſe 
mercenary Judges alfo, who have trampF4 
under foot the juſtice and right of thy poor 
ſervants on Earth 3 when they ſhall behold 
them Judges in Heaven, and themfelves con- 
demn'd to. fell-fire for therr unjuſt Sentences, 
Solemor”s words verifies, this, where he fays, 
I ſaw a great evil beneath” the Sun, that in 


the Throne of Judgement was Scated impic- 


ty, and wickedneſs inthe place of Fuſhee: 
And I {aid in my heart, God ſhall ' Judge the 
good and evil, and then ſhalt be ſeen+ whoe- 
very one is. je 

Here on Earth the wicked ſometimes are 
exalted, and the Gadly depreſs'd, bur thou, 
O Lord, fhalt, in the day of thy viſitation 
rectity thoſe great diforders and grievances; 
thou ſhalt Separate the wheat fromthe tares; 
thouthalt place the good upon thy right hand, 
elevated in the Air, that-all the world' may 
honour and reverence them, 2s being thy fa- 
vourites z whereas the wicked fhall ſtand all 
in 


( 147) 
in 2 confuſion tar off , at thy lefr, expe&- 

ing their final Sentence, and the .jnumediate 
execntion thereof 3 O how they fhall at that 
dreadful hour etvy the happy ſtate of the 
luſt! feeing-them ſo much honour'd, and 
thetaſelves ſo much defpis'd : O how will the 
Potentates, and crown'd heads of the Earth, 
be aſtoniſh'd ! when they ſhall behold their 
Vaſſals in Glory, their Slaves amongſt the 
Angels, and themſelves in the ſame rank 
with the Devils. 

O my Sweet Saviour ! what fhall I think St-Ch-/; 
of my ſelf? what ſhall } ſay, what ſhall I da, _ __ 
or how ſhall I be able to excuſe my ſelf in that Re 
day of thy wrath, when Heaven,Earth, Sunz om 1 
Moan, Stars; Night, and Day together with reaturan 
allthzt js contain'd within the precincts of the = wet 
whale world; ſhall accuſe me, bear witnel$ mc, == 
of all my evil, and cry vengeance againſt me &pugnab.t 
before thy dreadful Throne : nay, were they # pro eo Or- 
Ill fleng,mine own conſcience ſhall fly in my 2 ©"*- 
face; and accuſe me of all my offences, even: nngros as 
of the leaſt id1c ward that ever I have ſpokenz (1:05. 
Woe's me then, ſays St. Ambroſe, if 1 do not 
weep and lament for my Sins, while I have: 
time, and conveniency ; Woe?s. me, if I do 
Rot riſe at midnight with the Prophet royal 
to con:efs unto thee O Lord, Woe-is me; if 


St. An 
in na 


ever] wrong, bely, or bring My neighbour 


any evil i 16COAVEnIence or trauble, woe? $ 
. 2 me 
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me if I do not ſpeak truth at all times, orif 
ever I be found ina ly. For the Ax of Death 
is now perhaps at the root of my Tree of life; 
or at leaſt will bz ere long ; "ris the ſamecaſe 
with every one, therefore it behoves us allto 
be watchful, to be conſtantly in the praQiſe 
of Pennance, and in the exerciſe of all good 
works, in hopes we may be one day of the 
numb-:r of thy beloved in Heaven. 


SAVIOUR, 


Man ! had'ft thou known what a Su- 


Wo. 
Omnia to- pream happinels it is to be of the num- 


> 
| —_— ber of my beloved in Heaven, thou wouldſ 


| ſti gleria, be of St. Augsſtins opinion,and fay with him, 


Aug, were to luffer every day the greateſt tor- 
ments that the Rage and Malice of the moſt 
bloudy Tyrants could invent, nay, -were | 
to endure even theanguiſhes of Hell for a long 
time, to fee Chriſt in his Glory, 4 would 
think my ſelf extraordinary well rewarded; 
nay, I would freely, and with all my heart 
andergo all the afflictions imaginable, upon 
condition to be made Partaker of ſo great i 


bleſſing. Let-the Devils therefore ly in Am» | 


buſhes for me let them prepare as many tem- 
tations againſt me as they can contrive ; let 
my body be even conſum'd with abſtinence 


and conſtant faſting, let hair-cloth, & ns 
0 
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of Iron depreis my fleſh ; let labour and con- 
tinnal toil extenuate my body, Jet watching 
and lying on the hard ground wither it, and 
make it as dry asa rotten tree; let this man 
exclaim againſt me, and th'other purſue mg 
to death ; let the cold ſeize upon me, and 
make me ſtoop to the Earth,let my conſcience 
murmure, let the ſcorching heat of the Sun 

arch me, let my body grieve, let my breaſt 

urn, let my ſtomack ſwell, let my counte- 
nance wax pale, let me from hcad to foot be 
full of ulcers, let my whole life, hours, days, 
years paſs over in tears, in gricf, and in for- 
'row ; let the duſt inter my bones, and cover 
meal] over, ſo that I be ſhelter'd in the day 
of Tribulation ; and plac'd at thy right hand, 
OLord, among the number of thy Elc&. O 
how great will be the glory of the Jafſt ; and 
how infinite will be the joy of the Saints, when 
every ones face will thine as the San ! 

But thou muſt know O man! that tie 
principal joy of the bleſſed is the peaccabie 
- &njoyment and poſſeſſion of me, whom they 
Behold clearly as lam in my ſelf; and that, 
as, Honourable, profitable, and dele&able 
are not divicel in Heaven, fo the blefled 
Souls hare three gifts eſſential, and inſepara- 
blefrom that happy ſtate, which correſpond 
to thoſe three kinde of Bleſſings, which your 
Divines call viſion, comprehention, and fru- 

47 AY L 3 itiONn. 
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| Ego Pro- ition. The firſt conſiſts in the clear and per- 
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fect ſight of mie, which I give to the Juſt a5 
a reward of their merits; and by this they 
reccive an unſpeakable honour, in as much zz 
thcir works and virtues are rewatded in the 
preſence of all my Arch-angels, Angels, and 
heavenly Spirits with no leſs a recompencg 
then my ſelf. The ſecond is the full and am- 
plc poſſeſſion which the Soul has of me, whq 
am all her treaſure, all her' delight, and all 
inheritance. And the third is the ineffable oy 
which evermore accompanies this bleſſed 
ſight, and ever-pcaceable poſſeſſian. This joy 
is adorn'd with two ſingular qyalities, the 
firſt whereof makes it ſo vigorous and power- 
ful, that ir excludes all grief, all pain, andin 
a word, all manner of evil ; This is conſp- 
nant to what St. Agnſtin ſays,where he crys 
out - O Lord ! the life which thou Haft pre- 
par*d for thy friends, is a bleſſed life, a {e- 
cure life, a quiet life, a life that knows n0 
death, a life: without ſadneſs, without labaur, 
without gricf, without trouble,without cor- 
ruption, without fear, without variety, with- 
out alteration : A'life repleniſh'd with all 
beauty and dignity, where there is neither 
Enemy that can offend, nor delight that can 
annoy ; where love admits of no mixture of 
hatred, or Ciſdain,: where the day 1s evet- 
laſting, where the ſpirit of all is one, my 
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God is fren Face to face,who is the only meat 
wheredpon they fhed, without any nauſea- 
ting; hitherto St, Azg«fti. Many of your @;,,,, .. 
ancieht Philoſphers were of opinion that the Fin. & 
exemption from evil, pain and grief, was 5- Tuſcul. 


the chief felicity of man ; it's therefore that 
the beſt of prophane Orators, and Philofo- 
phers, did place the chief happineſs of man 


inthe freedom from grief ; but here lies their F-19. 
error ;, they Jadg'd that to be the Srrmmnun- Roan be 
which was only the conſequent and 2/29: 


produtt thereof. For the love and joy which 
—_ from the clear viſion of my divine EG 

ctis fo powetfal, that it's enough to con- 
vertevers Hell into Heaven ; in fo much, as 
to the moſt tormented Soul in hell were 
added alf the torments of the reſt of the dam- 
ned boch mets and Devils, and that | ſhould 
youchfafe hits but.one glimpſe of my know- 
ledge, that only viſion, tho? in the loweſt de- 
gree, were ſufficient to free him frotn all 
thoſe evils both of ſin and pain ; ſo that his 
Soul beirip extah'd by that unſpeakable beau- 
ty which he beheld, would not be fenſible of 
any grief or pzin whatever. By this thoa mayſt 
akly conceive the omnipotency of that joy 
which [ confer upon my beloved in Heaven, 
which if 1 ſhovld impart to the moſt damn'd 
tn elf; it would cotvert all his great tot- 
mnsthto far greater confolations. 
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The Second ſtupendious wonder whichthe 
greatneſs of my joy produces in the: Souls of 
my belov'd, is the manifold pleaſures which 
ſpring from it, as from a molt fruitful root, 
Art thou not aſtoniſh'd to hear that the hap- 
pineſs of the Souls ſhould cauſe ſo many and 
miarvellouseffecs in the bodies of my Bleſſed, 
as St. Auguſtin relates, doſt thou not wonder 
when he tells thee, 'that my beatifical viſion 
carries ſo unſpeakable a joy with it into their 
Souls; that it wholly changes their bodies, 
"makes them as beautiful as ſo many Angels, 
reſplendent as the Sun, immortal as a Spirit, 
and as impaſlibleas even my ſelf. What-mi- 
racles and-prodigies it works in their: bodies 
by the: redundancy: of the unſpeakable com- 
fort which they feel in their ſpirits. Art 
thou not ſeiz'd with admiration, when $8. 
HAnſelme tells thee, that-if the body of oneol 
my Bleſſed, endow'd : with thefour gifts of 
glory,full of clearneſs, fplendor ; and beauty, 
were plac'd in any part, or corner of the 
world, it would perfume the whole univerlt 
with a fragrancy infinitely more ſweet unto 
their Senccs, then that of Musk and: Amber; 


doſt thou not ſee how-immenſe is that ligit 
and joy of the Bleſſed: Souls in Heaven, whic | 
' tranſmits - this ſo- unſpeakable -a luſter ant 
beauty unto their Bodies 3 and how canitN 
leſs, being it proceeds from my beatifical ir 
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tho* ſo great, and ſo ſpecial a felicity was in 
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ſion, and that it is the very ſamejoy-which I 

have my ſelf, and which is ſufficicat to make 

me bleſſed with a bleſſedneſs equal to my ſelf: 

It's therefore I ſay unto my beloved Servant; gyge @r- 
well done, thou good and faithful Servant ; ve vone & 
thou haſt been faithful over a few things, ] fidelis. 
will make thee Ruler over many things ; en- po 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord. Take n0- ji; per 
tice, O man ! that Ido not fimply ſay, enter pauca 
into joy ; but to ſhew the greatneſs thereof, ] Tviate 


call it my own joy, and th.t very. joy where- 


by I my felf become happy. Obſervealſo that m—_ 
there is not a Creature in this world, which um Demi- 
has not for his final end ſome manner of per- —_— 
fetion,, and that thoſe Creatures which are ,,** 75 
indu'd with reaſon and knowledge, have in * 

that perfection a particular joy and compla- 

ceacy, which is greater or leſler according 

as their end is more or Jeſs perfet;Now thou 

muſt of neceſſity acknowledge that my-per- 

fettion infinitely exceeds that of all Creatures, 
conſequently the joy which is in my ſelf (for 

I have no end or perfettion diſtin&t from my 

ſelf) is infinitely greater then the joy of all 
Creatures ; and this infinite joy out of my 

nfnite goodneſs I was pleas?d to impart as 


well to the Bleſſed Souls, as to the Angels, 


no way due unto their humane nature ;zwhere- 
forethou-muſt confeſs that the joy of Saints, 
373708 | which 


(154) 

which is that of my beatifteal vifron, wal 
wherein my joy and happineſs does confifis 
infinite, and that all the contents and ple- 
fares of the world in comparifon to it, art 
Aloes, Gall, and Wormwood. The Philoſo- 
phers will tell thee, that by how mnch a di- 
tceRable objeR cloſes nearer to the faculty, by 
fo much greater is the joy and delight which 
it produces therein ; natural reaſon will con 
vince thee that of all objets Iam the moſt ex 
cellent, and the moſt delightfal, confequent- | 
Iy being in the beatifical viſion united to the | 
Souls of my Saints in heaven with the moſt | . 
intimate unton that can be tn a pure creature, 
maſt of neceſſity cauſe an unſpeakable joy,in- 
comparably greater then all the joys reall of 
imaginable, which can be produc'd by all the 
creatures that were, are at preſent, or will 
be extant tothe end of the world : for as my 
Divine perfe&ion contains within it ſelf the 

rf&Rtions of all created things, poſlible,and 
RIG ſo the joy which it caufes in the 
Sonls of the Bleffed, muſt be infinitely grent- 
erthen all other joys, which cither have or 
can be caus*d by thecreature. * 

O man ! here I muſt refle& upon the main 
weakneſs, the great folly, and the wilfull 
— of Mortals ; Helena the beauty of 

reece did fo inflame the heart of Pars,thathe 
made a yow to have her for his wife, tho” r 
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fhould coſt the lives of millions of men,G& ut- 
ter deſtruQtion of his whole nation;Facob was 
ſoenamour'd of the fair Rachel, that he made 
nothing of fourteen years continual Slavery 
to purchaſe the happineſs of her enjoyment, 
The People of 1/-ael were ſo much taken with 
Abfaloms beauty,& fo charm'd with the ſweet- 
neſs of his diſcourſe, that they all joyn'd bears 
and hand with him to dethrons David his 
own Father, their lawful King, the beſt of 
Princes, a man according to my own heart, 
a Prince adorn'd with all virtues, a Prinee (0 


muck extoll'd for his mildneſsto his Subjects 


and for his great care of preſerving them ia 
peace, withall foreign nations; A Princethas 
ventur'd kis life to fight a Goljah for the ho- 
nour and redemption of 1/rael. from the ty- 


+ rannical yoak of the Phibſtins : O that a whole xy, enim 


' ration ſhould be ſo much infatuate ! as to ab-re abjece- 


dicate ſo worthy, and ſo gracious a King for runr, ſed 
the love of a mortal and Sins beauty, for Þ*> "© 

the ke of an ambitious, ungrateful, and de- x coped 
luding Abſalom ; but I account the injury is Regs. 7. 
done to me, and not to David, they have-not Tulit Foab 


rejeted him, but me, that | ſhould no more = {2vce- 
rule over them z this is the height of ingra- gn. hy yo 
Utude, and muſt have a puniſhment equall 40 fxit eas 
Itsdemerit, for Ab/alpn ſhall dy by the hands in corde 


even of one of his greateſt Admirers, and the {ſom | 
chief of his favourits ; as for the People of ,,* © 


Iſrael 
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Tſ-acl, that gave their concurrence, to ſo un- 
hamane, and barbarous an a&, they ſhall he 

raPd by Tyrants that ſhall keep them always 

in a curb: and make them abſolute Slaves 

for ever : Letall thoſe who finde themſelves 
conſcious of ſo horrid a crime, tremble at 

' the hearing of ſo dreadful a chaftiſement, The 
Mulict®s beauty of Adonis had no better ſucceſs than 
"no that Of Abſalom, for tho? the very ſight of him 


jaNgentes D "DE . | 
Adoni- drew love arid admiration from his beholders, 


dem. Exec. yet, at length he was to them a ſabje& of | 


13.14 opreat lamentation,and ſorrow. 
£i4j ho- O ye Sons of men ! how long will ye turn 
minum uſ- my glory into ſhame ? how long will ye love 
que quO yanity, and ſeek after falſe things ? But know 
. m7 yr ye, that the Lord has extoll'd the beauty of 
dileiis his Saints, and made it wonderful beyond 
vanicacem the reach of humane underſtanding, and the 
& queritis expreſſion even of the very Angels : for all 
Mmendaci- 
Er ſcicore Creature, falls infinitely fhort of that of 
quoniam my Saints in Heaven, how raviſhing then 
neat muſt my beauty be which is accompani- 
Sandum . £4 With ſeveral other perfeRions, that wil 
ſuum. 2/41,24mit of no limits ;, as with infinite wiſdom, 
4-3-4 omnipotence, holineſs, 1:beraliry, bounty, 
| and all that can be imagin'd good, beau- 
tyful and perfect ; it's enough indeed to force 
even the hearts of mine enemies to love, ſerve, 
honour, and adore me. Ws”: 


'Fhon 


the beauty of the world aggregated in one | 
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Thou art (I know ) a great admirer of perfe- 
Aion ; teil me then;if there were in the world 
2 man as wiſcas an Angel, wouldſt thou not 
be as earneſt to ſee him, as the Queen of 
Sheba was to behold Solomon ; but if to tms 
great wiſdom were added the ſtrength of Her- 
cules,” or that of Sampſon, the victories of tlic 
Machabees, or thoſe of the greateſt Conque- 
rours that e*'re appear*'d in this World, the 


| courage,the devotion, the meekneſsand conr- 


teſy of David, the friendſhip of Jonathan, the 


| liberality ofall the Roman, and Aſſyrian Po- 


tentates, and the greateſt beautys that ever 
appear*d upon Earth, certainly thou wouldft 
he totally infleam*d with love for ſo admirable 
a Creature, thou wouldſt never be weary of 
his company, much leſs of his diſcourſe ; why 
then doſt thou not love me with all thy heart, 


(as thou art commanded ? ) why doſt thou Diliges 


not often and ardently defire with' St. Paut, 
to be deliver'd frem that loathſome priſon of 


thy body to enjoy my fight and company, to corde 
who'am really adorn*'d with all thoſe perte- tuo. Marth, 


ctions and graces in an infinite degree above 
all earthly Creatures, and Co confer the ſame 


upon all, and every one of my Saints 1n Hea- efſe cum 
ven ?' why doſt thou not deſpiſe the tranſ- Chriſto. 
tory and ſordid plesſures of the world;to ſeek ©91-25- 


ifter thoſe of my heavenly Court , which 
can beautify and embelliſh both thy body ard 
| Soul ; 


NR, 3 

Sul ;z and the father becauſe Iam fo freeto 

apart then not only to thee, but alſo toal 

thoſe that ſhall be faithfull ro obſerve my con» 

mands. For if I be {o magnificent a Lard,and 

fo free to confer my favours in this world 

upon all men, without any diſtintion, fo that 

the wicked tnay pertake of them as wellas 

the Godly, is there any ground then to he- 

lieve, that | have not far greater bleflings in 

ſtore for thoſe alone, that are my favourits 

and deareſt beloved ? If 1 was ſo liberal asto 

beſtow grars ſuch vaſt treaſures, (as are the 
manifold benefits of nature ) upon a People 

that I was not in the leaſt oblig'd to, but on 

Nec ocu- The contrary have ſuffer*d much at their hands; 
lus vidic, how much more am I indebted to thoſe that 
_ auris have ſerv'd mefaithfully, and with the loſs of 
Nec in cor DOLh Their lives & fortunes. It's impoſlible for 
hominis Thee O man ! to exprefs the immenſity of the 
afcendit glory which I ſhall confer npon my Ele in 
quz pr#- Heaven, ſince that even the benefits which ] 
Pao. rave imparted to my very Enemies here 0n 
ventibus ſe Earth, are far beyond the reach of thy under- 
1 Cor,2.g. ſtanding ; for my Apoſtle ſays, that theeye 
has not ſeen, nor the ear heard, neither haye 

enter'd into the heart of man, the things 

_— God has prepar'd for tkem thatJove 


If that be ſo (25 really it is) why doſt thov 
loyter then in thy baniſhment, and date - 
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much ypon the vanities of the world, and 
arthfy affairs ? why art thou fo defirous to 
lire any -tonger in the land of Egype to gather 
raw, and drink muddy water oat of it's 
ſinking Pits, defpiſing the headfpring of alt 
folieitys, and the fountain of living waters ? 
why art thou content to/beg, and gather Alms 
at everyFdoor,rather then live in thy heaven 
ly Fathers hoaſe, where all manner of folid 
content, and pleaſure is to be found ? why 
dſt rhou-ſRtarve with the prodigal-Son, and 
fed wily the Swine upon Acorns , 
whilff thou-mayſt' fit at his table, and eat of 
thebanquer which he has prepar'd for all his 
beloy@in glory; lf thou beſt irckn'd to plea- 
ſure, raiſe up thy heart towards my heavenly 
Reſidence, and: there thou ſhalt, behold thar 
Spream-Good which contains within its: felf 
eminently all the pleaſures and allurements 
of all things that” can becalle& good or delety 
able. 1f this created: lift be pleaſing to- thee, 
bow mach more plaſing/ muſt{that increated 
life be, which gave it-a- beginning; znd'with- 
out: which ie cann't” ſubſiſt one moment. 16 
tralth be a comfortro-thee, how' muck more 
comfort can-I afford thee, who-attf alone” the 
eiver, the promoter, and' powerfll: prefor- 
ver thereof;1f the knowledge of the creatures 


be ſweet: and: acceptable to rhee; how rauch. 


wore fiyeet-and acceptable oughtthe- know- 
| ledge 
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Cujus pul- Idge of 'thy,Creator be unto thee.- If N4 j | 
chricudi- qel;ght be plac'd in beauty, Lam he whoſe 


mann _ beauty the Sun and Mogn does admire. Ifthay 
rancur. beeſt taken with Nobllity,I am the ſqurceand 
Fob 38.7. offspring of all that can be call'd noble, far 
Generati- rhy extraftion goes far beyond the Creation 
ok ene. Of the world; aud limits of timc. If thou de. 
rh Iz lighteſt in. learning, here in my heavenly 
53-22 School thou ſhalt know all my myſteries, the 
profound ſenſe of holy Scriptures ; thou ſhalt 
know the exat number of all my Saints; and 
Angels; thou ſhalt know the Secrets of my 
Divine providence, . how - many are damn'd, 
and for what,thou ſhalt naderſtand the frame 
and making, of the, world, the whole. artifice 
of nature, the motions of the. Stars and.Plz- 
nets, the proprieties of Plants, Stones, Birds; 
& Beaſts ; thou ſhalt not oaly know all thung 
created, but alſo many more -thiags which | 
might have created ; thog ſhalt not only knon 


them altogether, and in; the total, bur clear | 


Iy and diſtin&tly without any confuſion.The 
knowledge of the greateſt wiſemen and Phi: 
loſophers of the world; even in things naty- 
ral, is full of- ignorance, deceit, and. Incer- 
tainty, becauſe they know not. the ſubſtance 
of things. but through the ſhell and barkgl 
accidents z; whereas a poor and- filly  Servaut 
kept all his life in Slavery, nay,were he ant 
tural in the world, yet in heaven he ſhall s 

5-8 repleniſh 
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repleniſh'd with more learning, and know- 
ledge (as well of natural, as of divine things) 
then Solomon, then Ariſtotle, then all the Ma- 
ematicians, Aſtrologers, Aſtronomers, Phi- 
loſophers, Divines and Doctors that ever 
were, Or will be to the worlds end; for as 
St. Gregory ſays, it is not to be believed that 
the Saints, who behold within themſelves the 
light of God, are ignorant of any thing with- 

out them. | 
If thou beeft deſirous of long life & health, 
here thou wilt enjoy life everlaſting without 
any diſtemper, or malady, without any dan- 
zer of death, or of any other cvil,in the qui- 
ct and peaceable poſſeſſion of all nianner of 
pleaſure and- comfort ; for there thou ſhalt 
rejoyce in what is above thee, which is my 
beatifical viſion ; in what is below thee, which 
is the beauty of Heaven, and other corporal 
Creatures; in what is witkin thee, which is 
the glorification of thy body; in what is with= 
out thee, which is the company of ſ0 many 
bleſſed Angels, ſo many glorious Apoſtles, ſo 
many renowned Patriarks, ſo many famous 
Prophets,{uch an invincible army of Martyrs, 
amoſt renown'd aſſembly of Confeſſors,a vaſt 
namber of true and perfe@ religious, ſo ma- 
ny holy Virgins, which have overcome both 
the pleaſures of the world, and the frailty of 
their own nature. Here 1 ſtall recreate and 
o& — feaſt 
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feaſt all thy ſpiritual Senſes with art unſpeak- 
able delight, for I ſhall be both thy gracious 
and grateful obje& ; I ſhall be a mirronr ty 
the fight, muſick to the ear, fweetnoſs to the 


Here 1: fine, there ſhall be the clear light of 
Summer, the pleaſantneſs of the Spring, the 
abundance of Autumn,and rhe repoſe of win- 
| cer. 
$ Quemdi- ButO man! I long to hear what World- 
| vcag90=" ad lings ſay of me, and of my Kingdom, for i 
8 © ſuppoſe that ſome of them are apt to believe 
= filium ho- . : | . 
T minis.2;. 1 2m Jobn the Baptiſt, others will ſay perhaps 
16.14. that Iam E!ias; others that I am Feremzah,or 
' ſomeone ofthe Prophets. Some will think 
Nolt ze that ii 3a folly for mortals to expe adtnit- 
© BTE tance tomy Kingdom, becauſe that after my 
70.20.19. 4.4 
| 70s aurem Reſurrection I refus'd the 21agaales leave to 
quem me torch me, or to lay her hand upon any part 
eſſe dicitis of my garment. But what doſt thou ſay of me, 


—— and of my glorious Reſidence ? 


M AN. 


ſ : : . . o 
Chriftus Say, that thou art Chriſt Son of the living 
Filius Dci & God, and that thy Kingdom will never 
vivi. 7.6. have an end it's therefore 1 believe that 
Er regni Scripture, calls it the land of the livingyto let 
ejusnon 1S underſtand thatthis wherein we abide, de- 
crit finis- ſerves no better denomination then that of rhe 
E1c,1.32- dead ; 


taſt, balſom to the ſmell, flowers to the tourh. 
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dead; Alas, we know. it by our, woful expe- 
ricace to be very true ; for tho? Adam and 
his Deſcendants fot a long time, liv'd each 


| of them ſo many Ages, yet this. fatal Epitaph, 


mortiens eft, (which he has entaiPd upon all his 
poſterity ) came at laſt, to ſhew that as the 
world is mortal,the inhabitants thereof muſt 
be of the ſame nature ; but as for thy King- 
dom O Lord, %is immortal and without any 
end ; *tis therefore St. Parl ſays, that this 
corruptible body of ours ſhall put on incor- 
ruption, and of mortal, become immortal. 
This fleſh of ours which now is ſo burden- | 
ſome, and does fo depreſs our minde, which 
is now inveſted with ſo many inconveniences, 
ſubje& to ſo many alterations, griev*'d with 
ſo many diſeaſes, defil'd with ſo many cor- 
ruptions, overwheln'd with ſuch an infinite 
deal of miſeries, and calamities, ſÞall in thy 
Kingdom O Lord, be made glorious, and ad- 
ranc'd to the height of perfection. It shall be 
endu'd with Seven gifts ſuitable to thy libe- 
rality, and to the dignity of thy-beloved Ser- _ 
vants ; which are Beauty, Agility, Fortitude, / ewe 
Penetration, Health, Pleaſure, and Perpetuity. ___ -n 
As for the firſt gift, which is Beauty, thou regno Pa- 
lift thy ſelf declar'd that the Juſt ſhall ſhine cris eorum 
as the Sun in the Kingdom of their Fa' her. ##-13-43 
The ſecond is Aoiliry and this prerozative of 
the Juſt is 10 lefs then the former, for by this; 

i M 2 their 


C 104 
their fleſh is free*d from that lumpiſh & heayy 
weight which kept theirSpirits fetter'd whill 
they remain'd in this life, and made as light 
even as the Angels themſelves, who paſs from 
one extremity of the world to the other in 
the twinkling of an eye; the third gift isS. 
pernatural Strength, which does ſo abound inz 
glorifi'd body, that he ſhall be able to more 
the whole globe of the Earth,at thy command, 
and give ns a dry paſlage through the main 
Ocean, with as mucheaſe as thy Angel did to 
the People of 1/racl through the red Seas, to 
avoid the Rage and fury of their purſuing E- 
nemys. The fourth is 7 enetration, whereby he 
ſhall be able to penetrate any other bodies 
tho'never ſo hard, or mafly, and make no- 
thing to peirce Walls, Doors, the Earth,and 
the very Firmament, tho? it were made of 
Braſs; This thy glorifi'd body has perform'd 
atcer thy ReſarreCtion, for thou didft pene- 
tfrate the houſe where thy Diſciples were,the 
Doors deing all ſhut, and at thy Aſcenſion 
thou didit 'penctrate the Heavens alſo. The 
fifth prerogative is abſolute Health free from 
all pains of this life, quit ofall diſeaſes, trou 
bles, icumbrances, and all otier infirmitys 
incident to humane nature, and ſhall be per- 


petually {ix'd ia a moſt perfe& and flouriſhing | 


Rate of health and felicity, in no way liable 
to the Icalt alteration for ever. The ſixthis 
Delight 
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Delight and Pleaſure, which. ſhall be heap'd 
upon a glorifi'd body to that degree, that all 
his ſenſes ſhall' finde their peculiar and pro- 
per objects in a far more delicious manner 
then ever they could expect: in this world ; 
for his eyes ſhall be for ever recreated with 
the beatifical viſion, and with the light of the 
moſt glorious and bzautifal bodies of all the 
Saints. One Sun is enough ro. bring a tull joy 
over the whole continent of the Earth, as alfo 
to depreſs the raging waves of the main Oce- 
an, inits greateſt fury ; it revives the mor- 
tiffd grain, and makes it appear with irs 
green blades to aſſure the Labourer of it's be- 
ing alive, and ſets at; liberty all thoſe. varie- 
ties of flowers and-ſimples, which the cold 
ſeaſon of winterkepr along time in it's pri- 
ſonsof Ice ; whar joy then ſhall a blefſed Soul 
conceive. when he beholds as many Suns as 
there are Saints ?.and when he ſees himſelf to 
be one of them ; 'when he ſees his hands, his 
feet, and thereſt of his members,to caſt forth 
beams clearer then even the” San- in \it's full 
height. 247] 

His ears ſhall be repleniſh'd wiih the moſt 
harmonious Songs and Muſick of ſo many 
Quires of Angels, of fo many millions of 
Saints, and of ſo many hundred thouſands of 
heavenly Spirits: as St. John in many ſeveral 
places of his Revelations makes mention of ; O 
Mt; M 3 my 
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my Soul ! here I would have thee ſtay 7 
while, and conſider ſeriouſly what a great {p. 
tisfaction this is to the bleſſed”: If the. hary 
of David were {o delightful to Saul, and had 
ſo great a poweras to aſſwage the tury of his 
paſlion, and torecal him from that melancho.- 
ly fit,of which the Devil wade uſe to deſtroy 
his Soul. If the Lyre of Orphens was able to 0. 
perate ſuch 'great prodigies in the World ; 
and to win the-hearts not enly of men, but 
alſo of the Infernal Spirits (if we may believe 
Poets) who tell ns.that he recover'd his Wife 
out of their clutches with the ſweetnefs of his 
melodious inſtruments : If St. Francis thought 
himſelfalready in Heaven hearing an Angel 
play on his.inftrument, what pleaſure, what 
delight wyl a bleſſed Soul bave when he hears 
the ſweet harmony of ſa-many 'thonſands of 
Angels together ? Tradition which gives life 
to the beſt of Hiſtorys, 'informs 'us that the 
ſinging of one little bird alone, raviſh'da de- 
vout Monk to that degree that three hundred 
years ſeem'd ng more to.him then three hours, 
what a ſweetneſs will it be to hear the melo- 
dy of thoſe Songs, which the innumerable 
citizens of that heavenly Jeruſalem ſing in 
praiſe of thee, their eternal King ! his ſmell 
ſhall be recreated with the moſt odoriferous 
ſcent which comes from thoſe beautiful bo- 
Gics, infinitely more ſweet then all or” 
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fumes of the Tadies. Ir fine, the whole glori- 
fi'd body ſhall be fill'd with abundance of all 
kiad of conſolation ; the Eyes, the Ears, the 
Noſe, the Mouth, the Hands, the Throat, 
the Lungs, the Heart, the Stomach,the Back, 
nay, the very Intrals, and every part of the 
Body, ſhall be repleniſh'd with ſuch unſpeak- _ 
able ſweetneſs and pleafure; that it may be _ _ 
really ſaid, the whole man is made to drink » ontng 
of the River of thy divine delights, and Domus 
made drunk with the abundance of thy moſt wuz; & tor; 
glorious and plentiful houſe. 6: —_— 
* TheSeventh and laſt prerogative of a glo- ——— 
rif*d'body is what the Divines call Perpetzity, bis cos. P(c 
that is ſeevrity of life, which agrees well 35-9. 
with that place of Scripture, where 'tis ſaid, 
the Juſt willlive for ever ;and St. Pazl avers, juſt; au- 
that Death has no more dominion over him. tem in per- 
And this is one of thechiefeſt ;prerogatives & peruum 
moſt excellent Dignities of a glorifi'd body; — 
for by the great benefit of this unſpeakable =o iti 
favour, he is free'd from all care,. all doubt, ultra non 
all fear, all danger, all hurt, all annoyance, 4domina>- 
and all manner of accidents that may croſs 7-59 
him, or give any diſturbance to his everlaſt- 
ing peace and reſt.O how ſweet will the fruir 
of a virtuous life be then to his palate, how 
pleaſant will all his mortifications and pen- 
nance, all his perſecutions and troubles, all 
the wrongs and injuries,' all the aſperſions & 
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calumnies, which were heap'd upon him by 
his apparent enemies, or by his counterfeit 
friends, and which he willingly ſuffer'd for 
thy ſake, how pleaſant, I fay, they, will ap- 
pear to him, and he to them, how he will im. 
brace them as being inſtrumental to his ever. 
laſting ſettlement in Glory ! for tho? they 
ſeem'd bitter to him in this life, yet in Hez- 
ven they will taſt moſt ſweet to him, and he 
will think himſelf highly honour'd to haye 
been ſo ill treated for Juſtice. 

Sweet is the cool evening after the hot ſum. 
mers day, ſweet is the fountain to the weary 
Traveller, ſweet is the reſt and ſleepto the 
tir'd Scrvant ; but mnch more ſweet 1s it to 
the Saints in Heaven, to enjoy eaſe after their 
manifold troubles, tranquility after theirf- 
flictions and croſles, peace after their long& 
tedious war ; Security after all their dangers, 
and reſt after alltheir pains and travels. For 
then all their grievances are at an end ; then 
their Skirmiſhes, and conflicts with their E- 
nemies are laid aſide, there's no more talk of 
them, they lay down their Arms for-eyer,and 
remain 1n peace. y 16 4 (B40 

The Children of 1ſracl went forth arm'd 
towards the Land of promiſe, but when they 
had conquer'd it, they laid down their Arms, 
put off their Armour, and forgetting all fear, 
and the fatigues of War, every one of they 

= under 
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under the ſhaddow of his own Pavilion 'en- 41. ,, 
joy'd the ſweet advantage. of : a delighttul 

peace.. Now may the bodys of, thy Saints, O 

Lord, which have been wearied with conti4 

nual watching, take their reſt : Now may the 
watchful Prophet come down from the Scn- 

tinels place, and take his ſweet repoſe for-c- 

ver: Now may all thoſe brave champions 

that fought ſo couragiouſly againſt the rage; 

the vioJence, and the craft of the Infernal Ser= 

pent, lay down their warlike weapons, and 

take their pleaſures in as ample a manner as 

thy glorious Palace can afford, withous the 

leaſt apprehenſion of any further diſturbance, 

or fear of any invaſion from cither the world, 

the Fleſh,or the Devil. There's-no place there 

for dhe ſubtle crafts of the lurking; yipers, nor 

for the fight of the deadly Bafilisk, neither 

- ſhall' the hiſſing of the ancient Serpent: be 

heard there, but only the ſoft breathing air 

of the Holy Ghoſt. This is the Region of 

peace indeed, and the only place of ſecurity, 
ſcituated above all the Elements, whereto the 
nauſeous clouds, and ſtormy - winds ofthe 

dark air of the world. can have no acceſs. Q Glorioſa 
City of God what glorious things have been _ ſunt 
ſaid of thee ! and no wonder, for- beſides all;,; yn... © 
that is written of the Majeſty of thy King, P/a.3s. 
of the beauty and ſplendour of thy Inhabi- 

lants, of the peace and union of their heart, 
- - '$] 


| neſs without evil. There Youth flouriſhes 
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of their unſpeakable joy and comfort ; the 
very deſcription which is given of thee, is a- 
bleco invite any one to be of the number of 
thy citizens ; for thy gates are wrought with 
Saphirs and Emeralds, thy walls are built 
with precious Stones, thy Streets are pay\ 
with white and poliſh'd marble ; thy honſe, 
are likewiſe adorn'd with precious Stones, all 
lin'd thraugh with Saphirs, and coverd;- 
bove with maſly gold. The light that ſhines 
n thee proceeds neither of Lamps, nor of 
the Moon, nor yet of the refulgent Stars, no, 
*tis the light which iſſued from Light, tha 
gives luſtre to thee ; *Tis thou, O Lord, that 


| 


fills her with light, for in the midſt of her 
thon keepeſt thy continual reſidence, and all 
the Saints do there reign with thee, adorn 
with light, which is their famptnous appare, 
and bear Crowns of tranſparent gems anf 
precious ſtones upon their heads. O bleſſed 
Kingdom, faysSt. Auftin, where thou art l- 
ways preſent, O Lord ! whoart the hoped 
21' Saints, and the Diadem of their everlſ- 
ing glory, repleniſhing them with joy on ere: 
ry ſide, fo that in thy Realm,O Lord, there 
infinite joy without Sadneſs 3 health without 
forrow, life without labour 3 light withoit 
darkneſs; felicity without vexation; all good 


2nd never grows old, Life knows no 
"me 
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beanty never fades, love never cools, health 
never diminiſhes, joy never ceaſes. There 
ſorrow -is never felt; complaint is never 
heard, matter of grief is never ſeen, nor jll 
ſucceſs is never fear*d, becauſe they enjoy 
thee, O Lord, whoſe glorious preſence con- 
fers all theſe and many. more Bleſſings upan 
them. O my Soul what a main happineſs 
will it be to ſee that holy Lamb! thy. ſweet 
= thy gracious Redeemer inveſted with 
uperexcellent Majeſty Seated. in his Chair af 
State, If the three Eaſtern Kings yagertook a 
long journey to Bethlehem, and were ſo much 
overjoy'd when they found him, tho? lying 
ing manger 3 how great muſt-their joy be 
now to ſee him trivmphing in his glory ! If St. 
John the Baptiſt did leap with joy at his ap- 
proaching towards him in his Mathers womb, 
what an. ocean of joy will now or'ewhelm his. 
heart, when he ſees him face to face in his - 
royal and eternal Kingdom ? O ſays the ame 
Saint ! to be admitted into. thy preſence O 
Lord, and to receive the beams of glory from 
the ſplendour of thy Majeſty, ſurpaſſes all o- 
ther joy and felicjty that the Saints poſſeſs in 
Heaven, and were to ſuffer torments every 
day, yea, and the very pains of Hell for a 
time, thereby ta gain thy viſion in Heaven, 
and to be united in glory to the number of 
thy Saints ; it were nothing to the pan 
| an 
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and excellency of the reward, but alas! how 


far am I from the feelings of this moſt 


learn'd and holy man. 
' Tami like a Child that longs and crys for 
an apple, but will not take the pains to com; 


for it, or like a Ship that is bound for acer. . 


tain harbour, and ſtecrs the quite contrary 

way, or like a Cat that loves fiſh, but will 

not wet her paw to fetch it out of the water: 

I lovetheeO Lord ! but will not ſurmount 

the leaſt difficulty to purchaſe thy glory; | 

aim, and my deſire is to land in the ſafe har- 

bour of Heaven, but I run a quite contrary 
Ta es mi- courſe; I lovea virtuous and godly life, but 
Gr & mi- will 'not 'make"uſe of the means which thou 
ſerabilis, haſt preſcrib'd to attain it, Iam created to 
5 punPet trade in this world for the advantage of my 
madus4poc. SOUL, and to bring my veſſel laden with good 
2. 14 Workstothe Land of Promiſe. But alas ! thi 
Non eoro-' forty, nay, fifty years, I have bufi*d my lf 
— about trifles, and now I finde ] am no 
oirtime ÞEtrer than that Biſhop thou didſt ſo ſeverel 
certaverit. Teprehend in the revelations, for |] may be 
2 Tim.2. 5, very well call'd miſer, miſerable, poor, blind 
_ and naked as well as he was ; fo that ] hare 
porruir Breat reaſon to fear thou wilt remove 
Chriſtum Candleſtick out of its place, and tura me of 
pari & ica with a xeſcio vos, unleſs I ſpeedily reſolveup- 
os, 2 ona better courſe of life, and fight more mat- 
fuam, ikefor 2 Crown in Heaven, which 1 ſhl 
£4.24, 26. RT Sg ge 
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never obtain otherwiſe - then by traceing the 
fame paths which thou wentlt into thy glory. 


S AVIOUR. 


He only way to be happy. for ever, is to 
lead a virtuous life without any inter- 
miſſion, not in parts, or with intervals ; for 
this is loſing of ground. Thou art to preſs 
on, and perſevere ; for if thou doſt diſconti- 
nue thy courſe, when wilt thou come to pro- 
nounce theſe words? I am a Conquerour : 
not a Conquerour of barbarous Enemies, and 
Salvage Nations ; but of my own predomi- 
nant and unruly paſſions, of my vicious and 
evil inclinations 3 of my Avarice, Ambition, 
and Luſts which have ſubjected even the great- 
eſt of Conquerours. Who was a greater then 
Alexazder, that extended his Empire from 
Thyacja, to the utmoſt bounds of the Earth ? 
but yet he burnt Perſepolzs at the requeſt ofa 
Proſtitute, to gratifie his Luſt. *Tis true he 
overcame Dar;zs, aud flew many thouſands. 
of the Perſians ; yet he has-murther*d Calft- 
benes : and that ſingle blot has tarniſh'd all 
the glory of his great and numerous victories. 
All the wiſhes of mortals, and all the benefits 
which they can either give or receive, are ve-' 
ry little available toa happy life, Thoſe things 
which the common People gape after are 
tranſitory 
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tranſitory and vain; wheress happinefs is 
permanent ; nor is it to be eſtimated by nam- 
ber, meaſure, or parts: for it is full, and 
perfe& ; this is Seneca tlie oral Philoſophers 
diſcourſe ; which ſhould make thee, O Chri- 
ftian man! bluſh to fer ſo flender an eftimiate 
upon my glory, and upon che everlaſting 
happine$ which I promife ento thee, if thou 
wilt refolve tolcad a virtuous and podly life, 
and depreſs thy paſſions with the dint of mor- 
tification and Pennanee; but thow doft not 
anfwer my expectation, and yet wouldſt fain 
be admitted into - slory at a cheaper rito 
then I had it my ſelf. 

Fhis Pagan Philoſopher fhall rife in Judge- 
ment againſt thee ; ard his following expreſ- 
fions will certainly condernn the little care 
thou haft of thy Salvation. I} do not, fays he; 
_ as if my ſelf were arriv'd at that blefſed 

ate of repoſe: but yet it is ſomething to be 
on the mending hand. 1t is with me, as witha 
man that's creeping out of a diſeaſe ; he feels 
yet ſome grudgings of it, he is every foot cx- 
amining his pulſe ; and ſuſpetts every touch 
of heat to be a relick of his fevour : Juſt at 
that rate, am I jealous of my ſelf. The beſt 
remedy that I know in this caſe, is to go on 
with confidence, and not to be miſled by the 
errors of other People; It is with our man- 
ners, as with our healths ; *tis a degree of 

| virtue; |; 
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jirtue, the abating of vice, as it isa degree of 
health, the abating of a fit. 

Could a Chriftian ſpeak better ; or more 
tothe purpoſe ? could he take a more affuret 
way to prevent the increafe of yice,then what 
he prefcribes ? Heer him once more ſpeak; 
ſore fays he, will place their happineſs in 
wealth; ſome in the liberty of the body ; atidl 
others int the pleaſure of the fertſe, and Palate. 
But what are mettats, Taſts, Sounds, or co- 
lours, to the minde of a reaſonable creature ? 
he that fers his heart upon the riches of this 
world, the very fear of poverty will be grie- 
yous to him. He that's ambitrous, ſhall be 
eal'd with envy ata man that's prefer be- 
fore him : For in that caſe, he that is nor firſt, 
is taft, ] donor, ſays he, ſpeak ayainſt Riches : 
for if they hurt a man "ris his own folly : they 
miy be indeed the cauſe of miſchief; as they 
are a temptation to thoſe that do it. Inſtead 
of courage they may inſpire a mart! with arro- 
gance 3 and inftead of magnatiimity, with 
infolence ; which 1s in truth bat the connter- 
fret of heroick mindes, and where's the hap- 
pineſs of Luxury ; when a mzn divides his 
life betwixt the Kitchen, and the ſtews; be- 
twixt an anxious conſcience, and a nauſeous 
Stomach ? Calzrnlz, was born to ſhew the 
forld what mifchief might be done by a con- 

currence of great wickednelſs,and a great for- 
| tune: 
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tune he ſpent near 10000). Sterling npon a. 
Supper. The works and inventions of Lux- 

ury are indeed prodigious, not Only in the 

counterficting of nature, but even in ſurpaſ- 

ſing it. The Romans had their brooks even in 

their very parlouts, and found their dinners 

under their Tables. The Mullet was reckon'd 

ſale unleſs it dy*d in the hand of the Guieſt, 

And they had their glaſſes to put rhem into, 

that they might the better obſerve all the 

changes, and motions of them in the laſt 

Agony betwixt life and Death. So that they 

fed their eyes, before their bodies. Theſe peo- 

ple would not have given themſelves half this 

trouble with a dying friend ; nay, they would 

leavea Father or a Brother at his laſt hour,to 

entertain themſelves with the barbarous ſpe- 

.ftacle of an expiring Fiſh. 

O man! thou arta Chriſtian, and one that 
pretends to the height of perfe&tion, which. |. 
is to follow me, and ground thy life as well 
upon my conncels, as upon my exarpples; 
thou haſt in thyBaptiſm made a ſolemn oath to. 
havean everlaſting abhorrence of the world, 
the fleſh and the Devil, thou haſt renounc'd 
them for ever ; thou haſt declar*d thy ſelf an 
Enemy to all ſorts of vice, yet thou art more 
a ſlave tothem then ever the Romans were to 
their bellies, ſo that I verily believe, had this 
Pagan Philoſopher been now alive, and y” 
tne 
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the liberty that Chriſtians take to run head, 
bag into diforders,and debauchery,he would 
conclude their Religion to be far worſe then 
that of the Romans, which was no other then 
to indulge their bodies in all that might be 
pleaſing to their Palate. Let him yet ſpeak 
more of his minde to the Romans, and thou 
ſhalt finde that what enormities he lays to 
their charge, is now adays the common pra- 
iſe of Chriſtians. That ſays he, which en- 
hances the eſteem of every thing, 1s the price 
of it : In ſo much, that water it ſelf, which 
ought to be gratuitous, is expos'd to ſale, in 
their Conſervatories of Ice, and Snow. Nay, 
we are tronbUÞ'd that we cann't buy breath, 
light, -and that we have the Air it ſelf gratre. 
And if our conditions be evil, our troable is, 
that nature has lefr ſomething to us in com- 
mon : But Luxury contrives rays to ſes a 
price upon the moſt neceſſary and communi- 


cable benefits in nature: even thoſe benefits, 


which aro free to Birds; and_ Beafts, as well 
as to men ; and ſerve indifferently for the 

uſe of the moſt Slnggiſh' Creatures. 
But how chances it, that fountain-water 
is not cool enough to ſerve us, unleſs it be 
bound up ia Ice ? Se long as the Stomach is 
moderatly fatisf'd, Nature diſcharges her 
funftions without trouble: but when the 
blood comes to be inflam'd with exceſs of 
N winey- 
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wine, or the Stomach overcharg'd with meat, 
ſimple water is not cool enongh to Allay it's 
heat ; then we are forc*d to make uſe of re- 
medyes, which remedies themſelves are vices. 
And this is the produtt of heaping Suppers 
upon Dinners, and Dinners upon Suppers 
without intermiſſion. 

The natural thirſt, (be it never ſo vehe- 
ment, and not deriv'd from libidinous aCi- 
ons ) is eaſily quench'd witha draught of wa- 
ter, tho? it be of the River it will ſuffice ; but, 
when the palate is grown fqueemiſh,we taſte 
nothing ; & that which we take for thirſt, is 
only the rage of a Fevour, or ſome other di- 
ſemper acquir*d by diſorder : Even the very 
Women are in ſome meaſure guilty of this 
extravagance, for tho' they have not alter'd 
their natures, they have chang'd the courſe 
of their lives; and by taking the liberties of 
men, they partake as well of their diſeaſes,as 
of their wickedneſs. They ſit up late, drink 
as much, nay, 1n their very Appetites they 
are as maſculine too; in a word, they have 
loſt the modeſty, and other advantages of 
their Sex, by their vices. 

O man! are not theſe the abominations 
and Crimes now in vogue,in that corrupt and 
Iicentiovs Age thou liv'ſt in ? What this good 
moral Phlofoper blames in the Romans, is it 
not the common practice of Chriſtians yt a 

ays, 
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days,nay;they are guilty of far greater crimes; 
for they do not only pantper their Luſts, bur 
provoke them ; as if they were to learn the 
very art of voluptuouſneſs. And. whereia is 
their corrupt nature depreſ{sd all this while ? 
for I ſee nothing deny*d to their craving Ap- 
petites, no violence us'd to their ſenſuality, 
no bounds ſet to their womaniſh delires. They 
girveall the beſt entertainment they can to 
their-bodies, and take no care at all of their 
Souls. It is with ther as with an innocent 
that a certain Noble-man had in his Family ; 
She became blind on a Sndden, and no body 
could perſwade her ſhe was blind ; ſhe could 
not endure the houſe ( ſhe ſaid) it was ſo dark, 
and was fill calling to go abroad. That which 
the people laughd at in her, is found to be 
true in the greateſt part of mankinde : They 
are Covetous, Luxurious, Ambitious, and 
what not ? bat the world ſhall never bring 
them to acknowledge it. Nay, they are the 
worſt of the two ; tor that blinde fool call d 
for a guide; and they wander about without 
any, and which is worſe, they will have non; 
It's a hard matter to cure thoſe that will not; 
believe they are ſick. This is thy caſe O man! 
thou haſt been told ofren of thy deſperate 
condition ; and how thy Soul 1s in danger to 
be loſt for ever ; unleſs that thon doſt com- 
ply with my inftruQions, and break off that 
. N 2 | finfull 
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ſinful yoak of Satan, that brings thee by one 
evil to make way for another. T hon wert 
told that the Kingdome of Heaven ſuffers vi- 
olence, & that to become an Inhabitant there- 
of, thou mult of neceſſity ſtruggle with thy 
Paſſions, and overcome them too, which is 
to deſtroy a numerous company of Monſters, 
and the moſt glorious action that can be un- 


dertaken. Horatius Cocles oppos'd his lingle ' 


body to a whole Army, till the Pridge was 
cut down behinde him, and then leap'd into 
the River, with his Sword in his hand, and 
came off ſafe to his own party ; this was a ge- 
nerous att indeed ; but it is a more noble ex- 
ploit toſubdue thy corrupt nature, thou doſt 
tignalize thy ſelf, when thou art become thine 


own Maſter, and trinmphs over thy paſſions, 


which have vanquiſh'd the greateſt Conque- 
rors of the world ; when thou ſhalt ſtand like 
another Hercyles and beat down thoſe inbred 
monſters of thy old man, with as much cou- 
rage, as he did ſubdue the Fijdra's,and Mino- 


taures, then thou wilt arrive at the higheſt - 


piteh of felicity. Be not ſurpriz?d that I call 
thy Paſſions Monſters of nature, for they are 
not only monſtrous in themſelves, but they 
make the mind that is harraſs'd with them ve- 
ry deform'd and moſt miſerable to boot ; fot 
they leave no place either for Councel or 
_ friendſhip, honeſty or good manners : no 


= ww FF XX FT WE TD UL PRO Oe SER. 


place. 


ewe 


(181) 


lace either for the exerciſe of reafon,or for 
the Offices of liſc. If I were to deſcribe the 
Paſſion of anger,which is the common diſtem- 
per of all mankinde, I would draw a Tiger 
bath'd in bloud , ſharp ſet, and ready to take 
a leap at his prey, or dreſs 1t up as the Poets 
repreſent their furys, with vhips, Snakes,and 
flames : It ſhould be ſour, livid, full of Scars, 


| and wallowing in gore, raging up and down, 


deſtroying, grinning, bellowing, and purſu- 
ing ; lick of all other things, and moſt of all 
of it ſelf. It turns beauty into deformity,and 
the calmeſt councels into fiercenels ; It difor- 
ders the very garments of thoſe thar are flaycs 
to it,and fills their mindes with horror : How 
abominable muſt it bc in the Soul then, when 
it appears ſo hideous even through the bones, 
theskin, and ſo many impediments. Is he nor 
a monſter of a man that has loſt the govern- 
ment of himſelf ; and is toſs*'d hither ard thi- * 
ther by his Raging fury, as bya tempeſt ? He 
Is the executioner of his own revenge, both 
with his heart and hand ; and the murtherer 
of his neareſt friends. The ſmalleſt matter 
will blow him up to that degree that he is al- 
together inſociable, and inacceſſible ; He does 
all things by violence as well upon himſelf, as 
others. It may be then very well calF'd the 
maſter of all Paſſions, being is the moſt hard 


to be ſurmounted. Yet Heathens without the 
N 3 aſliſtance 
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aſſiſtance of my grace, or knowledge of my 
glory, have wholly ſubdu'd this predominate 
Paſſion, encourag'd thereunto only by a po- 
pular applanſe, and to get the eſteem of be- 
ing perfe& Philoſophers. Plaro was about to 
ſtrike his Servant, and while his hand was in 
the Air, he check'd himſelf, bur ſtill held ir 
in that menacing pofture ; being taken no- 
tice of, and ask*d what he meant : Iam now, 
Tays he, puniſhing 'of an angry man. Ano- 
ther time his Servant having committed a 
great fault ; pray ſays he to his friend, do 
you beat that fellow, for 1 am angry ; for 
he did not think it fit that a Servant ſhould 
bein his power; that is not his own maſter. 
* Socrates when he was angry, would take 
himſelf in it, and ſpeak low, in oppoſition to 
the motions of his diſpleaſure. O man ! thon 
. art promis?d a crown of glory in Heaven if 
thon wilt ſubdne thy paſſions on Earth; Thon 
art aſſur'd to fit at my Table, and to enj 

my preſence for ever, ſo be, that thou do 

ſabdue thy evil inclinations, and keep then 
always in ſubjection, yet theſe powerful m0- 
tives are not ſufficient to Stir up thy droop- 
ing courage to ſo glorious an ation, and fo 
much tc thine own advantage ; whereas thele 
Heathens have got the better of them all, on- 
ly for to beapplauded by the people, and to 
obtain the credit of being perfe& Philoſo- 
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phers; I tell thee for a certain truth that ar 12. | 
they ſhall riſe in Judgment with this genera- 4'> 42: 
tion of cow-hearted Chriſtians,and ſhall con- 
demn them, becauſe they haye fubdu'd their 
Paflions and evil inclinations only upon the 
bare account of vanity, Which they will nor 
perform tho? they be promis'd the reward of 
an Eternal weight of Glory. The Queen of 
the South ſhall alſoriſe in Judgment againf 
them, and ſhall condema them ; for ſhe came 
from the uttermoſt parts of the Earth to hear 
the wiſdom of Selowor, whereas they will not 
make the leaft progreſs in virtue to pleaſure 
me, who am the Fountain of wiſdom, and 
who went ſo many fteps to finde out their 
ſray*d Souls, when they were in danger to 
be leſt for ever. 

The Hiſtories are full of perilous and de- 
ſparate enterprizes, and all for temporal re- 
wards. In the beginning of the civil wars 
whichthe Sewate of Rome carried on againft 
Cajus and Fulvins Gracchuws, the Conſul 
Oprasss by publick Edidt promis'd, that who- 
Joever ſhould bring him the head of Cajus 
Gracehns, ſhould receive for reward it's weight 
in gold. Setimuleyws undertakes the work, and 
cuts of the head of Gracchrs with the mani- 
feſt danger of his own life,and fills the hollow 
Places thereof with melted lead to have the 
more weight of-Gold. But my promiſes far 

N 4 exceed 
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exceed this, being I give for leſs labour, and 
for a trouble as light as a feather, an eter- 
nal weight of glory, nay, for a draught of 
water; for that which is but vile, and laſts 
but for a moment : I give that which is of in- 
eltimable price, and is to continue for all E- 
ternity. With that which is no more worth 
then a Straw, thon mayſt purchaſe my glory, 
for all the felicities, all the riches, and Earth- 
Iy delights are'no more then a Straw com- 
par'd to it. Certainly thou wouldſt look up- 
on him to bea meer fool, that would not give 
a chip for an hundred weight of Gold ; This 
is thy great folly O man ! thou wilt not go 
through the leaſt of difficultys,nor give a ſmal 
ſhare of thy worldly Subſtance to the poor 
and diſtreſs'd for the purchaſe of Heaven. 
* Cyrwsto encourage his Soldiers in his war 
againſt the Medes made them a Sumptuous 
Banquet, with a promiſe to give them Gold 
and Silver in abundance, if they had ſabdu'd 
that effeminate Nation ; if this motive was 
ſufficient to make a barbarous People prefer 
a doubtful reward' before a certain and ha- 
Zardous labour ; why ſhould not a certain re- 
ward and infinitely greater then the labour 
provoke thee, and all mankinde to the con- 
queſt of Heaven ? Compare the banquet which 
lJamto to exhibit to all my belov*'d in Hea- 
ven, unto that which Cyrus gave unto his 
Be.) 20 whole 


——— wad we ws tweed Bo as co Goo tr gag co. ea ot OSD Ky 2 


a FO—=x tn. PI—y l_. 


- _— CE_ NC SY — 


(185) 


whole Army, the pleaſures of my Kingdom 
with the troubles, and difpleaſures of this 
life, the joys above with the ſorrows below, 
the riches and treaſures of Paradiſe, with the 
little labour and pains which thou doſt take 
in my Service, and for which thou art pro- 
mis'd eternal glory as a reward, thou ſhalt 
fnde as much difference as there is betwixt 
4 dead body full of worms, ſtench, and cor- 
ruption, and a glorious body, exceeding the 
Sun in brightneſs, the Heavens in beauty,and 
in ſweetneſs the moſt odoriferous and pureſt 
Roſes, or Lillies. Its therefore my Apoſtle 
ſays, that all which men can ſuffer in this life, 
is no way worthy of the glory which 1s en- 
tail'd upon my Elect. No, the Stupendious 
mortifications and pennances of St. Simon 
Stylites, the Auſteritys of St. Romualdus, the 
poverty and nakedneſs of St. Francis, the ma- 
nifold torments and tortures of all the mar- 
tyrs, are no more in compariſon of my glory 
then is the taking up ofa Straw for the gain- 
ing of an Earthly Empire. 

David declares that the fir® man that 
ſhould encounter the Febſeans, as being the 
moſt daring and warlike of all his enemies, 
ſhould be made General, Joab hears of it, and 
expos'd his life to obtain that honour at the 
price of his blond. Saul offers his Daughter 
In marriage to him that ſhould overcome the 

) Giant 
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Giant Goliab; David embraces tho notion 
flights all danger to purchate fo greata re- 
ward. Seneca wonder'd at what Soldiers did, 
and ſuffer'd for ſo ſhort and tranſitory King- 
doms as are thoſeof the world, and that not 
for themſelves neither, but for another, much 
more might he wonder that the ſufferings & 
labours of this life by which Chriſtians are to 
gain the Kingdom of Heaven, not for ſtran- 
gers, but for themſelves, ſhould ſeem fo 
great and Io grievous unto them,as they make 
appear by their unwillingneſs to undergoe the 
leaſt trouble for ſo great a purchaſe. But 1 
Propofito mult attribute their failings herein to their 
on gaudlo little eſtimate of ſo precious a Jewel ; for had 
cracem. they known the value of it as well as others 
Heb. 12, have done, they would bid for it,as they did; 
Matth. 13 or at leaſt they would not pals by ſo carclelly 
Philip. 3: a thing which they ſought after ſo carefully. 
Saint Pad ſays of me, that laying the joys of 
Heaven before my eyes, I ſuſtain'd the Croſs; 
this ſhould be to all Chriſtians a main argu- 
ment of my great eſtimate of the matter, ſcc- 
ing I would buy it at ſo dear a rate, and in- 
vite all men togo and ſell all they have to 
purchaſe this treaſure. St. Paul is much of my 
opinion,for he eſteems all the World as du 
to the purchaſe of this precious gem 34 
imparted the ſame feeling to his worthy Dil- 
ciple., and glorious martyr St. Jgnatins. oy 
| Waat 
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what he is willing to give fot the purchaſe 

thereof : Fire, Gallows, Beaſts, breaking of 

my bones, quartering of my members, cruſh» 

ing of my body, all thetorments of the De- 

vil together let them come upon me, ſo [ 

may enjoy this ineſtimable treaſure. St. Yin- Chyyſs. 
&nt Martyr was nothing inferioar to him ei- Ton. 5- 
ther in love, conrage, greatfeſs of minde, #"- 1% 
md fervor of ſpirit, hear how daring he 

ſpeaks to Dacianus the Preſident, and ſee with 

what joy,and Patience he ſuffers his torments. 

The Tyrant orders him to be hoiſt up high 
upon a Rack, and after a jeering way ask'd 
him where he was, to which he anſwer'd with 
4 filing countenance; 1 ath aloft, and thence 
do deſpiſe thee, who art inſolent and puff 'd 
up with the power thou haſt vpon Earth; Be» 
lg after menac'U with more torments far ex+ 
| c&tding theecrnelty of the forther, he ſaid, 
tethinks Dacin»vs, thou doſt not. threaten, 
bit court me with what I deſire with all the 
powers and facvlries of my Soul. And when 
they rore his fleſh with hooks atid pinchers, 
and burnt him with firebrands, and flaming 
torches, he cry'd out with joy, in vain'thou 
wearieſt rhy ſelf Dacianns,thou canſt nor ima- 
gine tormenhts ſo horrid which I conld- not 
ſiſfer. Khow then O man ! that Priſons, 
Pinchers, burning plates of Iron, and death 
t ſelf are unto good Chriſtians A - 
0 rather 
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rather then torments, and if thon beeſt of 
the number of them, thou wilt be likewiſe of 
the ſame opinion. 


M AN. 


|| am as much perplex'd, O Lord ! at thy 
diſcourſe as was the man of the Goſpel to 

hear his Maſter accuſe him of injuſtice, and 

threaten to turn him out of his Stewardthip; 
Fodere What fhall I do,fays he, tam aſham'd to beg, 
non valeo and I am not able to labour. This 1s my caie; 
& mendi- ] am aſham?d to ſee my ſelf ſo remiſs in my 


care CIl- duty to thee, ſo unwilling to undergo the p 


beſco. 


Luc, 16. 3, 16alt trouble to purchaſe thy glory, and fo | 


heedleſs of my own falvation, when I fee | 
Heathens perform ſuch great and heroick ex- 
Ploits even for the bare applauſe of the 
world, and for the blind approbation of | 
their phantaftical Se&. I am aſham'd to ſee | 
my ſelf ſo remote from virtue, ſo cold in de- 
votion, ſo prone to vice, ſo inconſtant in my | 
good reſolations, ſo averſs*'d to afflictions 
and croſſes, when I hear a Pagan-Philoſopher 
that knows nothing of thy glory, nothing of | 
the everlaſting happineſs of thy Kingdom, 
nothing of the unſpeakable reward of thy 
Bleſſed, and nothing of the eternal puniſh- 
ments which thou haſt decree'd for the wick- 
ed, tell me that there is not in the ſcale of 
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nature a more inſeparable connexion of cauſe 
and effe, then in the caſe of happineſs and 
virtue: nor any thing that more naturally 
produces the one,or more neceſſarily preſup- 
poſes the other. For, what Is It to be happy, 
but for a man to content.himſelf with his lot, 


ina chearful and quiet refignation to the ap- 


pointments of God ? All the ations of our 
lives ought to be govern'd with a reſpeQ to 
good, and evil : and it is only Reaſon that 
diſtinguiſhes : by which reaſon we are in 


\ fuch manner influenc'd as if a Ray of the Di» 


vinity were dipt in a mortal body ; and that's 


- the perfection of mankinde. 'Tis true, we 


have not the eyes of Eagles nor the Sagacity 
of hounds, nor if we had, could we pretend 
to eſteem our ſelves for any thing which we 
havein common with Brutes. What are we 


. the better for that which is foreign to. us, 


and may be given, and taken away ? As the 
Beams of the Sun irradiate the Earth, and yet 
remain where they were, ſo is it in ſome pro- 
portion with a holy minde;that illuſtrates all 
our ations, and yer adheres to it's Original. 
Why do we not as well commend a Horſe 


. for his glorious Trapings, as a man for his 


pompous additions ? how muck a braver 
Creature is a Lyon ( which by nature ought 
to be fierce, and terrible ) how much braver 


(I fay )he is in his natural horrour, then SP 
is 
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his chains ? Sp that every thing in its pure 
nature pleaſes us beſt. It is not Health, No- 
bility, Riches, that can juſtify a wicked man; 
aor is it the want of all theſe can difcredir a 
g90d one. That's the Sovereign Bleſfin 
which makes the Profeſlor of it valuable 
without any thing elſe, and him that wants 
it contemptible, tho? he had all the world 
þelides. *Tjs not the painting, gilding, or 
carving that makes a good Ship ; but if ſhe 
be a nimble Sayler, tight, and ſtrong, to en- 
dyre the Seas, that's her excellency. *Tis the 
Edge and temper of the blade that makes; 

ood Sword ; not the richneſs of the Scab- 
| *Tis even the ſame with man, tis got 
money, or vaſt pofeflions, or eminent plz 


ces, or great dignitys that makes him conſfi- | 


derable, but his virtue alone, 


Gr. 9.19, I amaChriſtian, and by my profeſſion am 
22, 2122-hound to be ſerviceable to all people as far | 


as my ability can extend, and their neceflity 
requires it ; it's therefore St. Pax! ſays, tho' 
I be free from all men, yet have I made my 
ſelf Servant unto all, that I might gain the 
more. Unto the Jews, I became as a Jew, 
that I might gain them that are without law. 
To the weak became I as weak; that I might 
gain the weak ; [7 fine, I 2m made all things 
to all men, that I might by all means fave 


ſome. This is my incumbent duty, \but alas! 
Jan 
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lam far ſhort of it, and this brings # bluſk 
oa my face ; when I ſee a Pagan-Philoſopher 
preach and prattice the ſame. "Tis every 
man's duty, ſays Seveca, to make bimfſcif 
profitable to mankinde, if he can, to many 
if not, to fewer ; if not fo neather, to his 
neighbours, but however to himſelf. 

hereare two Republicks, a great one, 
which is humane nature ; and a lefs, which 
Is the place where we are born : ſome {ervo 
both at a time ; ſome only the greater ; and 
ſome again only the lefs : The greater may 
beſery*d in privacy,Solitude,contemwplation, 
& perchance that way better then any other- 
But it was th'intent of nature however, that 


| we ſhould ſerve both. A good man may ferve 


the Publick, his friend, and himſelf coo, in 


| any Station: If he be not for the Sword, 


let him take the Gown ; if the Bar does nog 
agree with him, let him try the Pulpit 3; If 
he be filenc'd abroad, let him give Counſel 
at home ; and diſcharge the part of a faithful 
friend, and a Temperate companion. When 
heis no longer a Citizen, he is yet a man z 
the whole world is his Country, and hu- 
mane nature never wants matter to work 
upon : But, if nothing will ſerve a man in 
the civil Government, unleſs ke be prime 
Miniſter ; or in the Field, but to command 
ia Chief, *tis his own fault. The common 

Soldier, 
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Soldier, where he cann't uſe his hands, fights 
with his very looks ; his example, his en- 
couragement; his voice : and ſtands his 
ground even when he has loſt his hands; 
and does ſervice too with his very clamour; 
fo that in any condition whatſoever, he fill 
diſcharges the duty of a good Patriot. Nay, 
he that ſpends his time well, even in a retire- 
ment, gives a great example: we may in- 
large indeed, or contraQ, according to the 
circumſtances of time, place, or abilitys ; but 
above all things, we muſt be ſure to keep our 
felvesin action ; for he that is ſloathfal is 
dead even while he lives. All this is moſt con- 
ſonant to St. Pauls doQrine, and to the feel- 
ings of all good Chriſtans,but alas ! *tis quite 
contrary to what I practiſe (to my ſhame he 


it ſpoken ) and I much fear it will appear in | 
judgment againft me in that dreadful day of 


thy juſt indignation and wrath. 

O Lord ! thou haſt made me a watch-man 
unto the houſe of Iſrael, & haſt laid a ſtrif 
obligation on me to depreſs vice, and hin- 
der the growth thereof, within the precin&s, 
of my Jurisdi&tion, as well by word, as by 
good examples; but alas! unfaithful, and 
cow-hearted wretch as I am, for fear of loo- 
ling a Benefice, or incorring the diſpleaſure 
of great Perſons, of whom 1 depend for 


livelyhood, I ſilence their faults, and wink | 


at 
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zt their debaucheries, which certainly . will 
redound to my grand confuſion, and the ra- 


' ther, becauſe that Pagans have acted other- 


wiſe. Was there ever ſo deſperate a ſtate, as 
that of Athens under the thirty Tyrants ; 1 
where it was capita] to be honeſt ; and the 
Senate-houſe turn'd into a Colledge of Hang- 
men ; never was government ſo wretched, 
and ſo hopeleſs; and yet Socrates at the ſame 
time preach*d Temperance to the Tyrants, 
and courage to the reſt : and afterwards dy*d 
an eminent example of manlineſs and reſolu- 
tion, and a Sacrifice for the common good. 
"Tis not the part ofa wiſeman, ſays ano- 
ther pagan, to ſtand ſhifring, and fencing 
with fortune, but to oppoſe her bare-fac'd ; 
for he is OT_ convinc'd, that ſhe car 
do him no hurt : ſhe may take away his Ser- 


vants, Poſſeflions, Dignities, &c. She may 
aſſault his body, , put out his eyes, cut off his, 


tands,& ſtrip him of all external comforts of 
life. But what does all this amount to, more 
then therecalling of a Traſt, which he has 
receiv'd, with condition to deliver it up a-, 

gain upon demand ? He looks upon. himſelf 
4s precarious, and only lent to himſ-1f, and 
yet he does. not. value himſelf ever the leſs, 
becauſe he is not his own ; but takes ſuch care, 
4san honeſt man ſhould doof a thing thatis 


| committed to him in Truſt. Whenſoever He 
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that lent me my ſelf , and what I have, ſhall 
call for all back again, "tis not a loſs, but a 
reſtitution ; and I muſt ren, deliver up 
what moſt undeſervedly was beſtow'd upon 
me ; and it will become me to return 
minde better then I receiv'd it. O my Soul! 
wouldft thou not take this diſcourſe to be the 
produRts of a patient Job on his dunghil, 
in his mournful Addreſſes' to God ; or the 
expreſſions of ſome eminent and illuminate 
Saint in the deſert, rather then the words of 
an heathen Philoſopher ; but what if thoy 
ſeeſt this ſupereminent doQrine practis'd by 
another of the ſame Set ? will it not con» 
found thy inſatiate deſire of Earthly riches, 
thy great negle& of thy own Salvation, and 
the little value thou putſt upon Heaven, and 
its everlaſting pleaſures ? | 

Demetrius upon the taking of 2ſegara,ask'l 
Stilpo the Philoſopher what he had loſt : no- 
thing ſays he, for I had all that I could call 
my own about me. And yet the enemy had 
then made himſelf the maſter of his Patrimo- 
ny, his Children, and his Country : But 
theſe hc look'd upon only as adventitious 
goods, and under the command of Fortune: - 
Now he that neither loſt any thing,nor fear'd 
any thing in a publick ruine, but was ſafe, 
and at peace, in the middle of the flames, and 
in the heat of a military intemperance and || 
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fury ; what violence, or provocation imagj- 
nable, can put ſuch a man as: this out of the 
poſſeſſion of himſelf ? Walls, and Caſtles 
may be min'd and batter'd ; but there is no 
art, or Engin, that can ſubvert a ſteady 
minde : I have made. my way (ſays S::lpo ) 
through fire, and bloud 3 what is become 
of my Wife and Children, I know not ; but 
they are tranſitory bleſſings & Seryants like- 
wiſe that are accuſtomed to change their ma- 
ſters ; what was my-own before, is my.own 
ſtill ; fome- have loſt their Eſtates; others 
their dear bought Miſtrefſes ; their Commiſ- 
fions and Offices ; the Uſurers have loſt their 
Bonds and ſecurities ; but, Demetrizs, for my 
part,l have fav'd all : & do not imagine after 
all this, either that Demetrius is a conquer- 
our, or that Szpo is overcome. *Tis only thy 
fortune has been too hard for mine. 4lexan- 
der took Babylon ; Scipio took Carthage ; the 
Capitol was burnt : but there's no fire or vio- 
lence that can diſcompoſle a generous minde - 
Some perhaps will take this Character for a 
Chimera; . but they are groſsly nuſtaken, for 
all ages afford ſome,tho not ſo-many 1nſtances 
of this elevated virtue. A good man will do 
bis duty tet it be never {o painful, ſo hazard- 
ons, or never {© great a loſs to him ; and it 
1s not all the money,the power; and the plea- 
{ure in the world ; no notany force, or ne- 
O03 ceſtity, 
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ceflity,that can make him wicked; Hear what 


[ s Mach. 2.the noble and daring Mathathias {ays in the 


open Streets of Mader,tho? all ſhould a& con- 
tfrary tothe law of their Anceſtors 1o obey 
the King Artiochus, and comply with his 
commands, yet I, with my Children, and 
Brothers , will continue faithfull and obe- 
dient to our Fore-fathers Law, even to the 
loſs of our Eftates, and Lives ; he conſider'd 
what he was to do, not what he was to ſuf- 
fer, and kepr on his courſe,tho? there ſhould 
be nothing butGibbits, and Torments in the 
way. 

The Philoſopher I but now ſpoke of, is a+ 
nother inſtance of itz I mean Stilpo, who, 
when he had leſt his Country, his Wife, his 
Children, the Town on fire above his head, 
himfelf ſcaping very hardly, and naked out 
of the flames, I have ſav'd my Goods ſays he, 
which are,my Juſtice, myCourage,my Tempe- 
rance,myPrudence;ſhewing by this how much 
eafier it was to overcome a Nation, then ore 
Wiſe man. It isa certain mark of a brave 
minde (ſays another Pagan Philoſopher) not 
to be mov*d by any Accidents, and brings 
this Preſident to make good his argument: 
[The upper Region of the Air admits neither 
clouds, nor Tempeſt, ; the Thunder;Storms, 
and Metcors, arefram*d below ; and this 1s 


the difference betwixt a mean, and an exalt- - 
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ed minde : The former is rude, and tumnl- 
tuary ; the latter is modeſt, venerable, com- 


pos'd, and always quiet in his Ration. In a 
word, it is the conſcience that pronounces 
upon the man whether he be happy or miſe- 
rable. Sacriledge and Adultery are generally 
condemn'd, yet how many are there ſtill that 
do not ſo much as bluſh at the one; and in 
truth, that takea glory in the other ? There 
is nothing more common, then for great 
Thieves to ride in triumph, when the little 
onesare puniſhd. But let wickedneſs ſcape 
as it may at the Bar, it never fails of doing 
Juſtice npon it ſelf; for every guilty perſon 
is his own hangman. 

O moſt gracious Saviour ! the Godly feel- 


ings, and the heroick exploits of theſe Hea- ' 


then Philoſophers have already ſo confound- 
ed me that I have not a word to fay in my 


own defence, and do very much [apprehend 


that my confuſion will be far greater in the 
day of thy wrath, when they ſhall all appear 
as evidences againſt me, and Judge me wor- 


thy to be theif footſtool in Hell for an Eter- Poner il 
nity, and to be trampled on, like the mire of lum incon- 


the ſtreets, becauſe they did better things aſ- 
ſited only by the feeble lizht of nature, then 
L have perform'd having the powerful aſliſt- 
ance of thy Grace. St. Paul offers me theſame 
means that himſelf took to prevent ſo horrid 
$2 _ x a confuſion, 


—_— 


culcatio- 


nem quaſ 
rum plg- 
rearum. 
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q cem redi- £1 to ſybjeftion : leſt that by any means when 


tN 


| — _ I have preach'd to others, I my ſelf ſhould be 
lis predi- a caſt-away ; butalas ! this remedy 1s ina 
caverim, manner as hard to me as the diſeaſe, for cer- 
| _— tainly it would ſhorten my days to be always 
| FE. in prayer, ſtill weeping,conftantly watching, 
1Gr.9.27. lying, perpetually upon the ground, wearing 
| of haircloth night und day : And beſides St. 
| Avg.Hom, Aguſtin tells me, It is not enough to do al 
ulr. ex 50. this, to change my life, and to deſiſt hanker- 
5* -< Ingafter vice, but I mult of neceſſity make at- 
: tonement to God for my paſt Sins by the con- 
ſtant and dayly praQtiſe of ſorrowful Pen- 
_ humble hghs, yr of heart,and 

of giving Alms. And the reaſon St. Cyprs 
= og | gives be it, 1s, that a prevalent and tow 
<Epiſt.ad Medicine muſt - be apply'd to a deſperate and 
Cervel. . deep ſore, and that'the Pennance muſt be of 
as long continuance' as was the fault. St. 
Hierom 1s much: of the ſame opinion, for he 
Epiſt. 5: Will have our long and finfull paſtime to be 


apparel, to be chang'd into a ſharp hair-cloth, 

And St. Ambroſe ſays poſitively that as a great 

Ambr. ad malady requires a long courſe of Phyſick, fo 

+ uy. lap great offences muft of neceſſity be cleansd 

"- with a long continn'd Pennance, and often 
reiterated atts of Contrition: _ 

| ws What 


- ———_———— —— 
—— — 


| in ſervitu- a confaſion, I keep my body under, and bring h 


ad Exfob.expiated withas'long lamentations and ſor- | 
row, he will have our ſoft linnen, and filk | 


—- te — . Mets. — i. 6. 


199) : 

What ſhall I do in this caſe, my dear $avi- Quid faci- 
our ! I know the remedies, which thy Hgly 92 fodere 
Doctors prefcribe,are moſt wholeſome for my _—_ 
Soul, but I am not able to ſwallow ſuch bitter erubeſco. 
Pills; & on the other fide 1 am in a ſtrange Luc. 16. 3. 
confuſion, to ſee my felf out-dane by Pagans 
even in the moſt eſlential parts of Chriſtiani- 
ty ; for they have mores lave for virtue, and 
a far greater abhorrence- of Sin then I have. | 
Arifsotle declares, it were hetter to dy, then 4i/ter. 2. 
do any thing againft the good of virtue. Eth. 

' Seneca, and Peregrmys are mare reſolute in 

| the matter; Tho'I were certain, ſays tho 
former, that men ſhould never know it, and 

that God would pardon me - yet I would not 

offend him for the filthineſs of ſin;no,ſays the 
latter; for there is nothing can happen unto 

man more horrible, and more deſtructive of 

his fame and fortune then to cammit a Sin. 

Nay even thoſe Philoſophers, who deni'd the p,,,, ;n 
immortality of the Soul, and the Providence yemetcio. 
of Gad, were of opinion that nothing, na 

not even the loſs of his life ſhould oblige a 

manto commit it. And there have been ſome, 

Who bave ſuffer'd great extremitys to decline 

a Vicious at: Democles was one of them, for 

he choos'd, to be boil'd in ſcalding water ra- 

ther then give his conſent to Sin. Yerterius 
canceiv'd fo great a horrour againſt unclean- 

web, that ke ſuffer'd Priſon, whips and other 

Het"  - ” moſt 
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molt rigorous toerments rather then he would 
ſin againſt chaſtity. O my Soul ! if the mani. 
fold and rare examples of Heathens, the 
Maſculine courage, and great exploits of Pa- 
gans, the powerful and zealous exhortations 
of Saiats be not able to move thee to a ſpre- 
dy reſolution of amendment, to labour hard- | 
ly for an eternal weight of glory, whilſt thou 
n:(ce}. baſt time, and to ſecure thy ſelf from falling 


\ dantin Is- into the everlaſting and inſufferable torments 
| frnum vi= of Hell by making a 'plentiful proviſion of 


ventes.  pood works 11 the days of thy life ; let the 
Holy Ghoſt at leaſt perſwace thee to under- 


take ſo good-and ſo beneficial a work, he ex- 


| Pre.20. horts thee to learn of the Emmet how to pro- 


vide in the heat of Summer againſt the cold 
of Winter : Run about, ſays he, make haſt, 
{tir up thy ſelf, give no ileep unto thy eyes; 
let not thy eye-lids lumber ; Skip ont as 
| Doe from the hands of him that holds her; | 
and as a Bird out of the hand of the Fouler: | 
Go unto the Emmet (thong floathful man)and 
conſider her doings, and learn to be wiſe; 
ſhe having no guide, - no teacher, or Captain; 
provides meat for her ſelf in the Summer; 
2nd heaps together in the Harveſt, that which 
a= may ſerve her to feed upon'in the winter. 
{ RI The loathful man, fays he again, will not 
S439 1ow in the winter; for that is cold,& there- 
' fore ſhall beg in the Sammer, .and no _ 
ES bs SES a 


- Hell and anEternity of torments for all thoſe cent flu- 
. that dye in my diſpleaſure. Iam an Omnipo- 35 325K 
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ſhall take pity of him. O my Soul ! this is the 
yery misfortune that came upon the rich - 
Glutton, he forgot to provide for his Sou] 
in this world, he fed himſelf with all the ya- 
rieties that Gold and Silver could purchaſe, 
and had no compaſſion of the poor - but now 
he ftarves in Hell with hunger, and dyes with 
thirſt and none has compaſlion of him. O my 
Saviour ! giveus [ beſeech thee a full diſcourſe 
upon this Subject, for that or nothing will 
do the work with me. 


SAVIOUR. 


() Man! thou muſt know that Tam great Me non ti- 
and wonderful in all my works, great —_ _ 
18 the creation of man, great in ſubmitting omg 5 
all creatures t9 his dispoſition & power,to be dolebiris, 
us'd by him at will, great in bringing out of qui poſur 
nothing what wonders of nature thon ſet? 
dayly before thy eyes,great in ſuppreſling the ,q,,; _ 
raging waves of the Szas, and ſetting bounds ceptum 
to that tumultuary and aſpiring Element, ſempiter- 
which theſe ſo many thonſand- years have 22m quod 
withſtood its frequent and furious attacks, I evitie 2. 


am great and wonderful alſo in ordering A intumeſ- 


. Z . - non tran- 
tent God in all my actions, omnipotent in guar 


my wrath, omnipotent in my Juſtice; and illud. Fr 
omnipotent 5-22- 
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omaipotent likewiſe in the puniſhment whick 
i do infli& upon the wicked. It's therefore 
the Prophet ſays, O man ! fear ye not the 
Lord, and wilt thou not tremble in his pre. 
fence who has plac'd the land for the bound 
of the Sez, by a perpetual decreethat it can't 
paſs it ; and tho? the waves thereaf toſs them- 
ſelves, yet can they not prevail ; tho? they 
roar, yet can they not pals qver it : as if he 
had faid, haſt thou not a great deal of reaſog 
to dread the Arm of ſo pawertul a Gad, whoſe 
omnipotency is ſufficiently diſcover*d by this 
odigious work. And if he be ſo great in all 

is works, thou muſt likewiſe acknowledge 
him to be great in the chaſtiſement of Sinners, 
The ſame Prophet was Innocent and free 
from the leaſt ſpot of Sin, being Sanctif'd 
in his Mothers womb, yet he trembles at the 
very noiſe of my Severity to Sinners, and 
fays,there 15 none like unto thee,O Lord,thoy 
art great, and thy name is great in might ; 
Who wonld not fear thee O King of Nations, 
for to thee does it appertain: For as much 
a$ among all the wjſemen of the Nations,and 
in all their Kingdoms, there is none like un- 
to thee, My heart is repleniſh'd with the fear 
of thy wrath, and therefore have fſequeſter'd 
my ſelf from the converſe of all men, into a 
remote wilderneſs to prevent thy fury, and 
appeaſe thy Anger with ſorrow, with Slab, 
[: "= 
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and with a contin 
nal flood o .— 
hn cri lr my dg _— 
rag twp - not againſt him, yet ſhe ie rremere, 
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# Horren- of iniquity,and of a Perſecutor of Chriſtians, 
4 dumeſt j1de him the Defender, and powerful pro- 
4 5, n_me moter of Chriſtianity ; therefore,he ſays it's 
' Dei viven- 2 fearful thing to fall into rhe hands of the 
; tis.b.10. living God, not into the hands of men, for 
_ 3t- they are not ſo powerful, but criminals may 
| fly from their violence,and decline from their 
anger, moreover they have not the: authority 
ta caſt a Soul into the Dungeon of Hell ; It's 
therefore I had warn'd my Diſciples not to 
; M10-28 ar them which kill the Body, and are not 
able to kill the Soul , but rather to fear him 
which is able to deſtroy both Soul and body 
in Hell; And theſe are the hands which my 
Apoſtle calls dreadful; they are them alſo that 
the wiſe man ſpeaks of, where he ſays, unleſs 
ye do pennance, and plye that ſlender attone- 
ment of tears, and of a hearty grief to God 
6 for your ſins, ye ſhall undoubtedly fall into 
the hands of the Lord,and not into the hands 
of men. By what isalready ſaid, thou mayfi 
eaſily conclude, that as I am omnipotent,and 
| great in my power, in my Majeſty, and in all 
' my works, I am the ſame in my wrath,in my 
| Juſtice, and in the puniſhment which I have 
| decreed for the Damned. * © 
| If thou wilt examine Scripture thou ſhalt 
finde there ſuch dreadful effects of my Juſtice 
upon the wicked, even in this life, which is 
the only ſeaſon for mercy, that thou une k 
| orc 
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ford to confeſs that the pains of Hell muſt. 
be as intollerable as they are unſpeakable, and 
that it were better for the dam'*d they had ne- 
ver been born, then to endure them for an 
Eternity without any hopes of redemption, 
or of the leaſt abatement. What a terrible 
puniſhment was that of Dathan, and Abiram, 
and of all their Complices, in the ſight of thar 
numerous People of 1ſrael, at the requeſt of 
my Servant Mozj/es, to vindicate his innocen- 
cy, and puniſh the wrong which was intend- 
ed to him by thoſe Peoples riſing in Rebellion 
againſt him, 1 commanded the Earth to open 
its bowels and to ſwallow them alive, to- 
gether with all their Earthly ſubſtance down 
into the bottomleſs pit of Hell, which was 
no ſooner commanded, then put in execu- 
tion. The puniſhment of Sedows and Gomorah, 


(if well conſider'd ) is ableto terify the ſtout- 


eft Bully that ever appear'd oa the Stage of 
this world, to mollify his obdurate heart, 
and force from his mouth (Lord what wilt 


Domine 


thou have me do ) They were ſo much addi- quid me 
Cted to that brutiſh pleaſure, and ſordid Sin vis facere. 

' ofthe fleſh, that they muſt attempt even up- 4#. 9. 6. 

on my very Angels, and ftriveto make them 

the ſubject of their Luſt ; this was a general 

corruption, and therefore requir'd a general 

chaſtiſement, their Sins cry*d for vengeance, 

and tho' { was ſollicited by my Servant 1” Gen.19.2, 
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to ſpare their lives for the ſake of ten Juſt | 
men, (knowing there was none but Za) who 
was already ſecured, and under the ſafeguard 
of my Angels; I pour'd down wild-fire, and 
brimſtone upon them, and caft them head- 
long into Hell-fire, there to increaſe the fa- 
tal number of the damn'd, and to become 
partakers of their torments, as they had been 
of their crimes on Earth.Didſt thou ever hear 
ſach terrible menaces as are ſet down in Dex- 
| mo = teronomy, and which were exactly put in ex» 
| 197 ecution againſt the tranſgreſſours of my Law, 
Hear how the Prophet ſpeaks to them in my 
behalf ? Curfed ſhalt thou be in the City, and 
Curſed ſhalt thou be in the field. Curſed 
thalt thou be when thou comeſt in, 6 carſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out. The Lord 
ſhall ſend upon thee curſing, vexation &re- 
buke,jin all that thou ſet'K thine hand unto for 
to do, untill thou be deſtroyed,and until thou 
periſh quickly, becauſe of the wickedneſs of 
thy doings, whereby thou haſt forſaken me. 
The Lord fhall ſmite thee with a Conſumpti- 
on, and with a Fever, and with an inflamati- 
on, and with an extream burning, and with 
the ſword, and with blaſting, and they ſhall 
purſue thee until thou periſh. Thy Carcaſe 
ſhall be meat unto all Fowls of the Air, and 
unto the Beaſts of the Earth, and no man ſhall 
fray them awsy. The Lord will ſmite « 
wil 
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- with the botch of Egypr, and with the Eme- 
rods, and with the Scab, and with the 1tch, 


whereof thou ſhalt not be heal'd. The Lord 
ſhall ſmite thee with madneſs, and blindneſs, 
and aſtoniſhment of heart. Thou ſhalt grope 
at noon-day, as the blinde grope in darkneſs, 
and thou ſhalt not proſper in thy ways : and 
thou ſhalt be oppreſs'd, and ſpoil'd ever- 
more, and no man ſhall ſave thee. Thou ſhalt 
ſerve thine Enemies, which the Lord ſhall 
ſend againf thee, in hunger, and in thirR, 
and.in nakedneſs, and in wan. of all things : 
and he ſhall put a yoak of Tron about thy neck, 
until he have deſtroy'd thee. The Lord ſhail 
bring a Nation again thee from far, from 
the end of the Earth,as ſwift as theEagie flys, 
and fhall beſiege thee in all thy gates, until 
thy high and fenc*'d-walls come down,where- 
in thou truſteſt ; and thou ſhalt eat the fruiz 
of thy own body, the fleſh-of thy Sons, and 
of thy Daughters (which the Lord thy Go@ 
has given thee ) in the Siege, and in 'the 
ſtraitnefs wherewith thine Enemies ſhall di= 
ſtreſs thee : {o that the man that is tender a- 
meng you, and very dclicate, his-eye ſhall be 
er towards his Brother; and towards the 
Wife of his boſom, and towards theremnant 
of his Children which he ſhall leave : ſo'that 
he will not give toany of them of the fleſh of- 


his Children whom he fhall eat; beceuſy S8 
as 
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kas nothing left him in the Siege, and in the 


ſtraitneſs wherewith thine Enemys $hall di. 
ſtreſs thee in all thy gates. The tender and 
delicate Woman among you, which would 
not adventure to ſet the Sole of her foot up, 
on the ground, for-delicateneſs and tender: 


neſs, hereye ſhall be evil towards the Hus- 


band of her boſom, and towards her Son, & 
towards her. Daughter, and towards her 
young one that cometh out from between her 
feet, and towards her Children which ſhe 
ſhall bear - for ſhe ſhall eat them for want of 
all things ſecretly in the Siege, and ſtraitneſs 
wherewith thine enemy ſhall diſtreſs theeig 
thy gates. .-. - 

Certainly theſe are moſt horrible & dread- 
ful puniſhments, yet they, and many more 
ſuch like chaſtiſements, which I have heap'd 
upon the wicked ; even in this life, for their 
Sins, are no more then a very imperfect ſha- 
dow, and figure of what the damn'd do fuf- 
fer in Hell, for there my Juſtice ſhall a& to 
its full extent, and rigour againſt thoſe that 
made nothing of my mercy in this life. If the 
ſhaddow be ſo dreadful, what will the reali- 
ty be ? If now my Fuſtice, having a mixture 
of mercy with it, and if the Chalice of my 
wrath temper'd with the water of my Grace, 
feems notwithſtanding, ſo intollerable bitter, 
What will it be when it ſhall come violently 


ypon 
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thoſe unfortunate Souls without any mixture : 

atall of my mercy ? When I ſhall Judge in #ſ/z. 27: 
meaſvre, againſt meaſure,as the Prophet ſa), 
when I ſhall exerciſe Judgment in weight, in /** 25* 
Juſtice, and "meaſure; when I. ſhall pay them zz, 20. 
home according to their particular works,and g& 22. 
according to the inventions of theirdeprav'd 
and rebellious hearts ; when 1 ſhall. command pſ4. 27- 
the Infernal Spirits to chaſtiſe all, and each of & 51+ 
them according to their demerits ? when [ Apac. 18+ 
ſhall give them this charge of Babylon, now, 
thrown down into the-Lake : Look how much 
ſte has glorifi*d her ſelf, and how long ſhe has 
liv'd in delights, ſo much torments and affli- 
tions give her, and continue. her the ſame 
entertainment for ever, without affording 
her the leaſt comfort, or reſpit of eaſe. ., | 
- The Holy Fathers, and DoQtors of my 
Church, grounded npon my word, believe a 
variety of torments in Hell for the Damn'd; 
atcording to the variety of the Sins, which 
they had committed in their Life; for _ the. 
Adulterer ſhall have one kinde of torment,the. 
Murtherer another, the Thief another ; tha 
Drunkard another, the Lyer another ; and 
the reſt accordingly. The Proud:ſhall be trod- 
den under the feet of Devils, and box'd_ by 
every one that. meets him, wibh-a Sirrah to' 
byot/1thou haſt damn'd thy Soul. for a point. 
of Honour,” And thou Lady of :pkeaſure, for 
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a Paint and a waſh for thy face and hands far-. 
Tooth, to maktthem look white, plump,and 
ſa2-vth to the view of thy Gallants, af 
made thy Soul as black as even our maſter De- 
vil. O whata killing reproach will thys be! 
The Glutton ſhall have for his morning and 
evening drink, . fire, hail, ſnow, froſt; the 
ſpirit of Tempeſt, ſeaſon'd with the unſut- 
ferable Stench of ſoa many Millions of damg'd 
rotten rolted Carcaſes ; St. Bonaventare, will 
tell thee, that if one only body of the damg'd 
were brought into the world, and laid in + 
ny part or corner thereof, it were ſufficient 
to infe&t the whole Earth. Thon mayſt Judge 
by this what a dreadful potion the Glutton 
is to have in Hell ; the Drunkard alſo ſhall 
have a full ſhare of the ſame Cup. The deli- 
cious mouth ſhall be filPd&up with Gall, and 
the delicate body fear 'd with hot-burningk 
rons. O man ! take notice how well the Dv- 
arine of my Church agrees with the Dictates 
of the Holy Ghoſt, for ſpeaking of the. wick- 
ed, he ſays, the bread. in his belly ſhall-be 
turrd into the Gall of. Serpents : He'ſhall 
beconſtrain'd to vomit ont, again the Riches 
which he had devour'd : God-ſhall pull them 
forth of his belly : He ſhalt be.conſtrain'd to 
ſack the galls of -Cockatrices; and the tongues 
of' Adders fhatb Tlay himi:; He ſhall beartbe 
{ſinart ofallthatever he has dove : _ 
| a 
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ſhall he:not be conſum*®d, bnt ſhall ſuffer ac- 
cording tothe multitude of all his devices; 
Theſe words ſhew plainly that wicked men 
ſhall Caffer particular torments for their par- 
ticular crimes, as Gluttony, Extortion, Op- 
preſſion, ©. . And that theſe torments ſhall 


. be far beyond the expreſſion of any mortal 


tongue 3 what ſhall 1 ſay of the continuance, 
and length thereof , which 1s another circum- 
ſtance no leſs terrible then the former, for 
their torments ſhall be of the ſame extenc 
with Eternity, which has no end, and with- 
all there ſhall be no poſlibility of any jot of 
help, caſe, intermiſſion, relaxation, reſpira- 
tion, or corfort ; And this is ſignif”d by my 


words {0 often repeated. The Damn'd ſhall Ligni 
de caſt into Hell, bound hand and foot : that manibus 
is without all ability of reſiſtance or ftrug- *Pc19us 
ling again{t their torments. . The dreadful ping 
ſhutting --up of the gate, which I fore-told in nebras ex- 
a doleful manner, 'and witha heavy heart, is a *<riores. 


ſufficient evidence of it : Clauſa eft Fanue ; 91% 12+ 


The gate is ſhut up, and made faſt for cver : 


that is to fay, in Hell, the gate of all mercy, 27a, 5, 


ofall pardon, of all caſe, of all intermiſſion, 
of all comfort, is ſhut up for ever ; There is 
none to be expeRted from Heaven,none from 
Earth, none from the Creatour : and none 
from all the Creatures, no, were they thy 
drareſt friends; and neareſt relations, there 
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is no conſolation to be hop'd for, but ex- 
' ruc, x5, Eream deſolation for all Eternity. Thou haſt 
| a lively expreſſion hereof in that dreadful Pa- 
rablc of the rich Glutton in Hell ; ſee to what 
an extream neceſlity he was driven, to deſire 
after ſo pittiful a manner that Lazarus might 
dip the top only of his finger in water to cool 
his tongue therewith, in the midſt of that 
ſcorching fire wherein he was tormented,and 
yet this ſmall favour, . this ſlender requeſt 
would not be granted to him. O yerich of 
the world, that make your Gods your trea- 
ſures , conſider ſeriouſly the ſeverity of 
Redde ra-My Juſtice 3, what a ſtrict account you areto 
| tionem olive me of all your expences, how and after 
| vilcatio- jyhat manner you have ſpent the leaſt ſar- 

' mis ru. 
| {ic, 16, 2, thing - conſider alſo what torments you ſhall 
| ſuffer in Hell, if you have imploy?d your 
wealth, as this unfortunate glutton had done, 
to pamper up your bodys, without any re- 
gard to your Souls. And let this conſidera- 
tion move you to the perfe& amendment of 
your hves, now while you do live, and the 
gate of my mercy is open to you : This is the 
only time wherein you may avoid all thoſe 
everlaſting misfortunes ; now is the only ſea- 
fon to prevent my indignation & wrath; if 
you be wiſe, you will not delay a matter of 
iuch great importance, for you do not know 
what will become of you to morrow, no, = 
what 
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what you may be an hour hence : Do not Noli te | 
harden your hearts, as the people of Iſrael —_— 
did in the provocation, & as in the day of "9 "© 


oa x - ftra oc. 
temptation in the wilderneſs, Ieſt 1 ſwear 11 pſy4.g4. 8. 


my wrath that you ſhall not enter into my reft. 
If Pharaoh had reſolv'd an amendment while 
Moiſes was with him, how fortunate a Crea- 
ture had he been ? If the rich Glutton had ta- 
ken the time while Lazarus lay at his door, 
how bleſſed a man had he made himſelf ? He 
was foretold his miſery (as you are now ) by 
Moiſes and other Prophets according to my 
direQtions; but he would not take notice of 
their words, he gave no ear to their exhor- 
tations 3. but ſoon after he fell into ſuch de- 
teltation of his own folly, that he wonld 
needs have Lazarus ſent from Abrahams bo- 
ſom unto his Brethren in the world, to warn 
them of his error,and evil conſequences there- 
of. But Abraham anſwer'd, it was to no pur- 
poſe ; in as much as they would give nocre- 
dit to Lazary, but rather ſtone him to death 
for diſgracing their honour'd deceas'd Bro- 
ther by revealing his torments. The wicked 
men now alive would donoleſs to any that 
ſhould tell them of their Parents and Friends 
being tormented in Hell for ſuch offences as 
themſelves arc: guilty of. What could I do 
more to ſave their Souls, then to ſend them 
Preachers and Teachers to give them neceſſa- 
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ry inftruRions to work their Salvation. They 
were often told that leading the life they do, 
they can't avoid the misfortune of this unhap- 
i Py wretch; they know, or ought to knaw 
A: that many before them have been damn'd for 
# leſs matters, They cann't chooke but know, 

i that they muſt ſhortly dy, and receive them- 
if ſelves, as they receiv'd living as they did, or 
l rather worſe. - They are often told that the 
pains prepar'd for the wicked are intollera» 
ble and eternal too. They do acknowledge 
them to be moſt ' unfortunate, that for any 
pleaſure, or intereſt of this world have run 
the hazard of their own Salvation, and have 
made themſelves the worthy objects of my. 
everlaſting indignation z-and yet they con- 
| An diviti- tinue their wicked courſe of life, deſpiſin; 
_ the riches of my goodneſs and forbearance,6 
dar long ſuifering, not knowing that my good- 
| mi arem ne1s leads them to repentance z but after their 
| conremnis hardend and-impenitent hearts, ' they trea- 
38n0rans ſyre up unto themſelves wrath againſt the 
 benignices day of wrath, and revelation of my righte- 
| Dei ad Ons Judgment, who wil render to them ac» 

| pzviceni-cording to their deeds. 

aa _— Tell me O man! who ever would be " 

| cunjum earneſt to heap up a treaſure, as not to let 

{ aur-m du- one day paſs without adding ſomething tot, 
riciam tu- and that for the ſpace of fifry or threeſcore 


| _ _— years,ſfure he would then at the opening of his 
[ oY trunks 
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trunks, finde a vaſt treaſure ; this is thy caſe, cor tuum 
O unfortunate wretch ! doſt thou not know cheſanrira- 
that there is not a day, or an hour that paſſes; qe. 
wherein thou doſt nor increaſe the treaſure & reyala- 
of my wrath, which is reſerved for thy de- tionis juſti 
ſtruction 3 and which is augmented by.every "mags 
Sin thou doſt commit z every laſcivious look ,.,4,-" 
thou giveſt, every unclean thought, every unicuique 
impure deſire, thy hatred, thy revenge, thy ſecundum 
great oaths, thy perjurys, thy blaſphemys, JF" ©" 
with the reſt of thy wicked doings, which "i ” 
are enough to fill up a vaſt volume,and going 
on thus for the ſpace of ſo many years ;* how 
immenſe muſt de the treaſure of my wrath 
againſt thee, if thou dieſt impenitent ? Thou 
muſt know that 1 4m thy God,and thy Judge 
too, conſequently that my duty is to take 
care that the puniſhment be equal to the 
offence, and fatisfaftory to the perſon offend- reve * IS 
ed; Thou haſt troden me under foot, and Rurſam 
hat counted the blood of the covenant crucifi 
wherewith, thou wert ſanQifi'd, an unholy cares f1- 
thing, and haſt done deſpite unto the ſpirit p13 1Þfs 
ofmy grace; nay, thou haſt often crucif'd & gfteacui 


. 


me to thy ſelf, and put me to an open ſhame, hahentes 
wherefore as I am infinite in all my Attri- #*%- 5. 6. 
butes, and in all reſpeCts, thy pains mult be —_—_ 
likewiſe infinite in all manner of rigour. es. & in 
O man! thou haſt given me hitherto a #reroum 
reaſonable account of matters belonging to 2% pec- 
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thy Salvation, and as this point is one of the 
chiefeſt conducing to it, and beſides is a tnaih 
obſtacle to the increaſe of vice, I do 'not 
doubt, but thou art ſufficiently inſtrudted * 
herein - let me therefore hear from thee what 
the koly Fathers, and DoQours of my Church 
ſay of the Damn'd, and of the rigour of their 
puniſhments, INT = Eb 


MAN, 


Infandumn, Jehova, Jubes renovare dolores 
Irferni, & penas, quas deteſt abile Regnum 
Ditts habet , quarum pars magna eſt fator & igni. 
Lidde quod aterno privantur lumine Sols © © 
C::nfipotentss ; ibs torquentur corpora mirss 
Notte dinque modus. Nulls patet exitus ex hoc 
Ionivomente Lacu. Denſa jn © ligint preſſ - 
- Damnati . ſtabunt, manibus pedibuſque ligatis. 

Diſcite Mortales! facilis deſcenſus Averni ; 
Scd revocare gradum, ſuper imque evadere ad orbem, 
Hoc opus, hnc labor eft ;, *olis quos Chriſtus amavit” 
Arbiter, aut ardens evexit ad Athera virtur, | 
Tantus erit conceſſus honor ;, Feſuque potiri 
Perpet:.o Aſpen \ Santis ſimul annumerari, 
Angeliciſque chorss, ſine fine dicentibus hymmum, 
Santtus, Santis, San:iums Dominus Deus omni- ' 


Potens qui ft ; & qui erat, & qui venturus eft, 


Mok 
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Oſt Gracious Saviour, - in order to 
comply with thy command,' I muſt 
premit theſe two conſiderations ;' Firft, thiat 


' there is nothing happens to mortals in this 


life, or in the other, but by thy permiſſion. 
Secondly, that the Devil, who is the mortal 
Enemy of all mankind, is to be the Executi- 
oner of thy Juſtice in Hell, and ſometimes 
on Earth ; 'as appears by what St. John ſays 


in his Revelations. I ſaw, ſays he, a Star fall 4p 9- 


from heaven unto the Earth : And to him 
was given the key of the bottomleſs pit. And 
ke open'd the bottomleſs pit, and there aroſs 
a ſmoke ont of the pit, as the ſmoke of a great 
Furnace ; and «the Sun and the Air were 
darken'd, by reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit. 
And there came out of the ſmoke Locuſts up- 
on the Earth ; and unto them was given 


power, as the Scorpions of the Earth have Adekerig. 
power. And it was commanded them, that *ion of 


oft 


they ſhould not hurt the graſs of the Earth, P9"<* ® 


neither any green thing, neither any Tree 
but only thoſe men which have not the Seal 
of God in their for-heads. ' And to them 
was given that they ſhould not kill them, but 
that they ſhould be tormented five Months ; 
and their torment was as the torment of 
a Scorpion, when he ſtrikes a Man. And in 
thoſe days ſhall a man ſeek Death, and ſhall 
not finde it ; and ſhall deſire to dye, and 

I EORNELY ks [4 Death 
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Death ſhall fly from them. And the ſhipts of 
the Locuſts were like unto horſes prepar'd 
unto battle ; and on their heads were as it 
were Growns like gold, and their faces were 
as the faces of men ; And they had hair as the 
hair of women, and their. teeth were. as the 
teeth of Lioks : And they had breal.olais 
as it were breaſt-plates of Iron,and the ſound 
of their wings was 2s the found of Ghariots 
of many horſes running to battle, end they 
had tails like unto Scorpions, and there werg 
Stings in their tails : St. Auguſtyz {ays, that 
the meaning of the holy Ghoſt, who 3s the 
undoubted Authour of this Scripture, Wa 
to repreſent unto us under ſo formidable and. 
dreadful « figure the ſeverity of thy Juſtice, 
& the greatneſs of thy chaſtiſements, thereby . 
to-frighten the wicked, & debar them from 
ever offending. fo powerful, and ſo dread ul 
a Jadge. He underſtands by that Star which 
fel fron Heaven unto the Earth, and t9, 
whonr the key of that bottomleſs pit was | 
given, Lucifer, a moſt beautiful and: reſplen-' 
dent Angel indeed, who for his Pride was 
caſt down from Heayen to aſſume the fa 1 
Government of that Region of everlaſtin 
darkneſs; and by thoſe Locuſts like uat 
horſes arm'd' and ready for a battle, the: 1n 
fernal Spirits, which were the aſſociates of. 
hisrebellon in Heaven, and now. are become 
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his Minifters, and the tyranical executioners 
of his inbred rage and malice againſt men ; 
by that graſs, and green plants which they 
are prohibiced to hurt, he underſtands the 
Juſt; whoſe Souls being moiſten'd with the 
waters of thy divine grace, do iprout 
out the green leaves, the flouriſhing bran« 
ches, and the moſt odoriferous fruit- of 
life everlaſting. But what are thoſe that 
have not the Seal of God in their foreheads, 
which is the glorious charatter, and diſtin- 
Qive mark of thy faithfull Servants, O Lord! 
what, but the wicked, 'tis then againſt them 
only that this great Army of Devils are'to 
fight, theſe are the People which they are to 
torment. according to their demerits, and the 
Ser ices which they had exhibited unto them 
WA life,even as the People of Egype were 


| pipiſh'd by the very flies, and frogs, which 


thy 0 ador'd as their Gods a little before. 

hat a horror will it be to them, to behold 

in that moſt obſcure and naſty dungeon of 

hell ſo many thouſands of hideous and- ilt 

hap'd Monſters ? what a fearful thing will 

It be to ſtand in full view of that hungry 

Dragon,burſting with rage, and fury againſt 

thoſe unfortunate Slaves, of that Behemoth, 

that Fab ſpeaks of, who cats grafs as an- Ox, 7% 4 

who has his ſtrength in his loins,and his force 

11 the nayel of his belly, who moves his tail 
47 x | like 


220) 


like a Cedar 3 who devours the-mountaing& 
drinks up the rivers, who-makes-nothing ts 
draw Fordan into his month, and eyes: This 
dreadful Monſter 1s to execute thy Sentene,, 
OLord, againſt -the damn'd, what fayour, 
what. mercy can they expe at his hands,} 

ig he deals fo cruelly even with thoſe why 
are not his ſlaves, but are only deliver'd to 
his power in order to exerciſe their patience, 
Behold how cruelly he treats that Innocent 
and harmlefs Fob, after he had conſum'd by 
fire all his ſheep, and his Servants, after he 
had taken away all his Cows, his Camels & 
Aﬀes, and ſlain their keepers,after he had beat 
down his houſes and Smother?d all his Chil 
dren under their ruines, he cover'd his 
body from head to foot with ſo loathſome an 
Ulcer, that he was an eye-ſore to his whole 


family, and caft out upon a dunghill where lie | 


lay without any comfort, relief, or aſſiſtance 
from any friend or relation ; - ſo that he ws 
forc'd himſelf to: ſcrape off the worms and 
corruption that came from his wounds with 
a pot-ſheard. His poor body was fo far con- 
fam'*d, and left ſo lean, that only ſo much 
fleſh remain'd about his lips,” as might enable 
him to ſpeak and make anſwer : The night 
which brings ſome refreſhmeut and eaſe to 
the afflictions of others, augmented his mi- 
fry, and increas'd his pains with moſt dread- 
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| falapparitions; his Wife which ſhould be s 
| great comfort to him in his deplorable ſtate 
| | andcondition,was one of his greateſt plagnes, 

for ſhe did both rail, and vilify him to that 

degree, as to tell him to his face that ſhe 
could not endure the noiſomeneſs of his pu- 
trif'd body, and bid him to curſe God, and 
dye, like a rotten dog as he was. His friends 
were no leſs cruel to him upon the ſame ac- 
count, for in ſeven days they did not ſpeak 
a word to condole his misfortune. O moſt 
gracious Saviour ! if thon haſt permitted that 
cruel and devouring Dragon to handle ſo 
roughly the ſimple, pious, obedient, pure, 
and-Saint-like Fob, only to exerciſe his pati- 
ence, and convince the Devil that thou hadft 

a faithful Servant upon Earth ; what a large 

commiſſion, and full liberty wilt thou give 

him! to torment in Hell, Adulterers, Mur- 
therers, High-way robbers, Uſurers, Drun- 
kards, Cheats, Knights of the Poſt, Laſci- 
vious companions, cruel Parents, Diſloyal 
ind-ſtif-necked Children,and all other wick- 
ed livers ? If Job was brought to ſo great a 
diſtreſs by the ſole touch of thy hands, (as 
the Scripture terms it ) attributing to thee 
what the Devil did, as we commonly attri- 
bute to the Judge what torments are execu- 
ted by the hang-man - What will it be when 
thoy ſhalt diſcharge thy whole wrath ypon 

the 
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Tere.n, [11. the damn'd ? when thou ſhalt imploy. that 


Pro, 19. 


Irrupiit 
clamore 
magno. 
Gen.27.34. 
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pot of boiling fire, and; that Iron rod of 
Feremy to Scald their bodys therein, & whip 
them after by as many hands as there are De- 
vils in Hell ; when thou ſhalt cruſh them; with 
thoſe ſmiting hammers which thou haſt. pre. 
Pard for the bodys of fools? So Scripture 
calls the damn'd, and ſo they are indeed, be- 
cauſe they negle&ed to purchace thy glory at 
ſo'cheap a rate as thou didſt offer it, for an 
A& of Contrition, for a viſit to the Priſon» 
ers, for an Alms to the-pocr, for clothing 
the naked, nay, they might have had iteyen 
for a cup of water given for thy ſake, and in 
thy name ; are they not meer fools then, to 
have ſlieghted ſo great an advantage, and.to 
have plung'd themſelves headlong in thoſe 
everlaſting torments for a momentary pleza- 
ſure. Eſax having underſtood that his Bro- 
ther Faceb had obtain'd his Fathers Benedidti. 
on, whilſt ke was taking his pleaſure in the 
Fields, and hunting after his prey ; roar'd 
like a Lyon, and made ſuch great lamenta- 
tion that he conſum'd himſelf to nothing, 
with exceſs of reſentment and Horrour ; by 


ſenſari vi- this we may eafily conclude what great con- 
tam ilo- ſternation the damn'd will be in when they 
am. {all ſee themſelves depriy'd for ever of thy 


infanjiam benediftion, O Lord, and that they loſt it by 
ec. 


Ecce quoe 


rum zſti- 


their own negleQ, and for hunting ſo much 


after 


Led 
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after the vain pleaſures, and trifles 'of- this. modo _ 
\World. © how they ſhall cry out, and rogr, eompuratt 
ot for a day, or a month, or a year, but far rok  Daſ 
. : . . 2 5 
an Eternity, which will never have 40 end. & inter 


When/ a man poſleſt with the opinion of fanos 


poper merit,aims earneſtly at, ſong eminent." 


F neglected, and put off with ſhame, his.,, 
ladignation and grief ſwells, him, ypabove 
meaſure; It is the fame with. thoſe damn'd. 
Wretches, or.rathgr worſe, tor they ſhall be 


farmore aMicted by the, very Conſideration. 


ofthoſe.unſpeakable goods, and, Eternal Fe-. 


licitics which.they ſge-themfehkves;bavxe loſt, & 
ole to enjoy them, whom they, reputed to be 
ools and, mad-men, and. far inferiour tothem 
in,wit, in learning, and merit. It's. there». 
fore, St. Augsſtine ' ſays, that, their memory 
ſhallbe one of their greateſt tormentors, for is 
ill;repreſcat unto them, all they have done. 
good og bad. in their lizes 3 and. both will, e-. 
qually-pexplex them : The good becauſe.they; 
have loſt their reward, and the bad, becauſe: 
they haye deſerv'd their. puajſhment.. It. wall; 
Ukewſe ſet before their eyes. thedelights and, 
plaſures, which they, bad. enjay/din, this ife,, 
ad. tor which they fell;into,thab,un & 
miſery.;, Theſe Conſiderations. ſhall be.. to: 
them, ſays,St, Bernaxd,. a ſharp Sword, that, 
ſhall pjerge. their hearts; through, and; make: 
| them 


Vacant Dignity, and at length. ſees him» 005.0. 
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them burſt with grief when they ſhall com? F- 


Pare the ſhortneſs of their paſt pleaſures with 
the Eternity of their preſent torments. What 
Mathematician (tho? never ſo learn'd) can 
perfeQly confer the few, ſhort, and evil days 
of this life, with the eternal years, and 
Ages of the other ; alas! the former is no 
more then a fleeting ſhaddovy to the latter 5 
what groans, what ſighs then will they belch 
out, when they ſeo that thoſe delights, and 
pleaſures have continu'd but an inſtant, and 
that the pains they ſuffer for them ſhall be for 
Eternity; when they fhall remember how ea» 
fily they might have purchas'd Heaven, and 
avoided the grand misfortune & anguiſhes of 
the damn'd. Then they will fay with an hea- 
vy heart, what favourable occaſions and lea- 
ſare had we to pray to God for a happy end 
of our lives, but alas, it was the leaſt of our 
thoughts, we have ſperit that precious time 
in play and vanitys; but now we pay- dear 
for it ; how often have we been courted to 
faſt for our ſins, and toappeaſe thereby the 
juft indignation of God againſt ns, but we 
have made nothing of ſuch good advices, be- 
ing ſo earneſt to ſatisfy our greedy appetites. 
We had a competent Fortune and money to 
ſpare, but ' never had the leaſt thought to 


are thereof with the-poor ; and to redeem 


our Sins by giving them alms ; no, we ac- 


counted | 


— 
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- counted our means as our Gods, and judg'd. 


them better imploy?d, to ſpend them in De= 
bhauchery- We often refus'd to pardon our , 
Enemies, but thought it a great piece of Gale, 

lintry to be reveng?*d of them in a Due. We 

often forbore frequenting the Sacraments, leſt 

we ſhould be oblig'd to forſake- the occaſion 

of fin; We never wanted the means and con- 
vegiency of ſerving God, but we never made 

uſe of either, and therefore we now juſtly 

pay for all our omiſſions and commiſſions. We Nunquid 
were often told that by Sinning we trampÞPd agg 
under foot the bloud of Jeſus, our Redeemer Joo —_— 
our-Brother, Bloud and Fleſh by his Incarnas, care in 


. tion, nevertheleſs we never gave over our pucrum: & 


ſins; and therefore now the ſame blood crys j2" audi- 

for vengeance againſt us, and has ſent us here RR 

nto everlaſting baniſhment. Ejus Ex- 
The greateſt affliction that can come upon quiricur. 

aman in this world..is that of exile. Ovid 9-42-22 

(tho? he thought himſelf fully refign'd to Pro- 

vidence)) yet. when he was baniſhd into» Pox- 

ws, his grief was ſo great, that he could not 

forbear lamenting his misfortune, nor deſiſt 

lghing afrer his native Country. . Cicero. was 

b overjoy'd vihen he was recalPd from his 

Exile; that he gladly zript theſo,words of ad- 

firation, O what beauty is_this- of Jtaly ! 


| What civility of People ! what, rich Fields ! 


What Plentiful Vines and Crops of Corn | 
what 
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what decency of the Citty ! what humanity of 
the Citizens! what Dignity of the Com- 
| rerra nj. MOnWealth! 

ſeriz &re- How great then muſt be the alllition of 
nebrarum, the damn'd, being they are baniſh'd into 
_—_— the bottomleſs pir of Hell, which is call'd 
Sony by Job a Land of miſery and darknefs, where 
nushorror the ſhadow of Death and no ' order, but 
mhabicar. everlaſting horrour inhabits. 


Pe SAVIOUR, 


'9d Man thou ſpeakefſt extraordinary well 
of the excellive calamities which the . 


damn'd do ſuffer in Hell! and thy words are 
ſufficient to move the moſt obdurate hearts, 
to imbrace the moſt fevere and rigid auſteri- 
ties that ever was praaisd by men in this 
world ; for whoever conſiders ſeriouſly the 
Eternity of thoſe torments which the wicked 
doſuffer in Hell, will never murmure at the 
p#ins of this ſhort life let them be never ſo 
bitter. Theres no State or Condition vpon 
Earth, how neceſſitous, how poor, how miſe- 
rable foever, which the damn'd would not 
moſt willingly endure, nay, they would think 
themſelves moſt happy were they permitted 
fo favourable ati Exchange. This very Con- 
fideration wronght ſo much upon ſeveral of 
my Saints, that there was no courſe of life ſo 

auſtere 
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| guſtere but they would undergo. My beloved 


' eternal, nothing that they endur d feem'd 14.12. 


- put himſelf in after his converſion, behold 
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Piſciple, after he had diſcours'd of the ſmoke, 
which aſcended from the torments of the. 
damn'd, world without ead, and how they ——— 
had no reft, night or day, immediately adds, &orum 
here is tho patience of the Saints, meaning, eſt,qui cu- 
that ſeeing all the troubles of this life were {fodiune 


| mandat 
only temporal, and the torments of the other 1. - 4.4. 


too much for them. - | | 
See what a penitent poſture Afanaſſes had 


how he groans under the burden of his Sins, 
and how he laments his iniquities with ſuch 
aforrow, that he acknowledg'd himſelf un- 
worthy even to lift up his eyes towards Hea- 
ven; ſo great, he confeſs'd were his offences, 
that he was rather deſerving of Hell, then a- 
ny favour at my hands ; hear his words, and 
thon ſhalt believe them to be the products of 
a truly penitent Soul ? *Tis true ſays he, © 
Lord ! I have inficitely offended: thee, and 
my Sins are more.in number then the Sand 
of the Sea; | am unworthy to lift up my eyes 
towards Heaven .to demand thy mercy. I 
tare Sinned, O my God, 1 have Sinned : I 
knowledge all the evill have done,pardon, 
O Lord pardon, 1 beg of thes, and earncſt- 
lydeſeech thee, do not deſtroy me with my 
Inquities ; de not reſerve me to the utmoſt 

Q 2: rigour 
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rigour of the Juſtice, do not condemn me 
for ever unto the fire of Hell : Remember that 
thou art my God ; the God of Penitents; and 
thy immenſe bounty will beſt appear, in me, 
whilft it makes thee to fave a miſerable Sin- 
ner unworthy of thy Grace, and gives me 
occaſion to praiſe thee cternally for thy infi- 
nite goodneſs. Behold how the Iſrachtes. in 
their Babilonical Captivity after the taking 
of Jeruſalem, cover'd with hair-cloth all their 
heads and bodys, laid over with aſhes, pro- 
{rate on the ground, cry out to me from the 
bottom of their hearts, we have Sinned a- 
gainlt thee O Lord,in not obeying thy word. 
To thee O Lord, belongs Juſtice and upright- 
neſs, but tous nothing but ſhame and con- 
inhLon, which our iniquities have deſery'd : 
We have Sinn'd, we have done evil, we have 
Ccealr unjuſtly, O Lord our God, in all thy 
commandments. Turn from us thy anger; 
hear O Lord, our prayers, and our petitions; 
open thy eyes and conſider that the dead 
Praiſe thee not, but the Soul which is ſenhi- 
ble and afflicted with the greatneſs of the c- 
vils done, and performs due pennance for . 
them. How full of inward grief and trouble 
was David for the Sins he had committed. O 
Lord ! fays he, rebuke me not in thine an- 
ger, chaſtiſe me not in thy hot diſpleaſure : 
Have mercy vpon me,Q Lord.,for I am weak 
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O Lord, heal me for my bones are vex'd : 
But thou O Lord,how long ? Return O Lord, 


\ deliver my Soul: Save me for thy mercies 


ſake. For in Death there's no remembrance 
of thee: In the grave who ſhall give thee 
thanks? I am weary with my groaning, all 
the night make I my bed to Iwim : I water 
my Couch with my tears, mine eyes 2re con- 


ſum'd with grief. Have mercy npon me O ?ſ.. 51. 


Lord, according to thy loving kindneſs, ac- 
cording to the multitnde of thy tender mer- 
cles blot out my tranſgreſſions. Waſh me 
throughly from my iniquity, and clenſe me 


from my fin, for I acknowledge my tranſ- 


greſſions; and my Sin is ever before me. A- 
gainſt thee only have I Sinned, and done this 
evil in thy ſight, wherefore contemn not the 
Sacrifice which I offer unto thee of an affiict- 
ed mind, and of an humble and contrite heart. 
Behold O man ! what theſe great Saints have 
done to make mean atonement for their Sins, 
and to avoid the everlaſting torments of Hell! 
See how they labour*d to mortify their Paſli- 
ons, to depreſs their evil affections, and to 
deſtroy all their ſiniſter inclinations proceed- 
Ing from the infection of their ſenſual concn- 
piſcences; they knew this to be the only means 
to weaken the forces of their enemies, and 
that nothing was more effectual to diſmount: 
lteir batteries againſt them thea to cha- 
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ſtiſe their bodies, and keep them in ſubje- 
Gion bya long and earneſt' practiſe of cor- 
| 77 Jcjunjjs POTAl afflictions z thus is the powerful reme- 
mulcis, in dy that all my Saints made uſe of, and: even 
multis vi- my Apoſtles came to Heaven -by the ſame 
\ npay #7. means, for they ſpent their whole lives in 
frigore, & Much faſting, much watching, hunger, tturſt, 
nudirace cold and nakedneſs. | 
ec. 2 Cr; My beloved Apoſtleand Brother St. James, 
11. 27- tho' he wasa man of extraordinary great San- 

Qity, and was therefore Sir-nam'd- the Juſt, 
yet beſides other anſterities of apparel, diet, 
and all other mortifications, ' his exerciſe of 
praying on his bare knees was ſo continy- 
21, that the skin of them - was as- hard as the 
brawn of a Camels knee. | 
Philo the Jearned Jew and famous Philoſo 
pher, giving an account of the firſt Chriſtians 
in Alexan. 71a under St. Mark the Evangelilt, 
ſent thither from Rome by St. Petey to give a 
beginning to that Church; which he per- 
form'd, ſays he, with ſuch exemplary Piety, 
Sanctity of life, Simplicity, abſtinence, and 
mortification, that he, and his followers 
mov 'd their Adverfaries to extreme admira- 
tion : But to what did all this rigour tend,or 
what might be the end of all theſe extraordi- 
nary mortifications pracis'd ſo exactly, and 
for ſo many Ages, as well, by Monks, Anacho- 
rites, and Hermits, as by the Founders of 
| Holy 


Holy Orders, and by their Diſciples to this 
| very preſent Age; and will continue ( with 
my afſiſtance) to the worlds end? St, Ar-.,, , 
' goftin will tell thee in theſe few words, the wy.” 
prime motive thereof, oriar,ne moriar, that fell. , 
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is to ſay, I will dy, to the end that I may not 
dy for ever, I will mortify my body in this 
Life, leſt I ſhould be of the unhappy num- 
ber of the damn'd for ever. 

St. Hierom is much upon the fame point, 
for being in the Deſert of Syria, he was ſet 
upon by the Devil who plagu'd kim ( as he 
did St. Paul ) with ſuggeſtions of the Fleſh ; 
but what weapons did he make uſe of to oh- 
tain the victory over ſo dangerous an enemy? 
the fear of God, and of the fire of Hell, was 
an Armour of proof to kim againſt all the 
temptations & ſnares of ſo powerful an adver- 
fry. Hear the relation he makes himfelf of 
lis ſeveral conflits, and brave defence. How 
often ſays he, being in the Wilderneſs was I 
burat up and ſcorch'd with the extream heat 
of the Sun ? & how oft likewiſe was I tempt- 
£ with the Roman delights ? tho? I was 
far diſtant from thoſe objects, and ſo low 
bropght that I was but skin and bone. I fat 
alone with a heavy heart, in ſorrow and bit- 


\. ferpeſs. The whole compound of my body 
Fas at this time fo deform, and ugly with the 


continpal wearing of my Sackcloth, and my 
| i Q 4 + 


Pro Juſti- 


tia agoni- 
Zare pro 


aLima tua * 
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skin ſo black, that any man might take me | 


for a perfe&t Ethiopian. I wept dayly, and 


paſs'd my time continually in groaning, and 
when at length ſleep came upon me againſt 


my will, I lay down, 'and began a labouring 


my bare bones that ſcarce hung together, 
ſometimes againſt the ground,. and ſome- 


times with as great a Stone as I wasable to 
manage well with my hand. Of my meat and 


drink I will fay nothing, for in this place we 


Monks,uſe only cold water even in our great- 
eſt infirraitys, & think it a great delicacy to 
taſte of any thing that ſavours of the fire. But 
what was all this mortification of S.Ferom for? 
It was ſays he,for fear of Hell, that I brought 
my {lf to this extremity, and retir'd my ſelf 
to this Wilderneſs, where I have for com- 
panions only Scorpions and wild Beaſts ; It 
was to avoid Sin that] wore out my body 
with continual faſting, that I cry'd unto thee, 
O Lord, whole days, and nights together ; 
that I never ceas'd.to beat and knock my 
breaſt ; that I perſever'd in prayer for ſo 
many years 1n that forlorn and ſavage Deſart; 
and this I thought my ſelf oblig'd to do for 
toavoid the ſcorching flames of Hell, remem- 
bring what councel thou giveſt me, and all 
mortals, to fight valiantly for our Souls,and 
mo unto Death for the maintaining of Ju- 
ee. | * | 5 7 Rn 
0 


D 


OT 
- O man conſider ſeriouſly how remiſs and 
careleſs thou, and the reſt of mortals are in 


your Souls from Hell ? what care do you take 
to depreſs your paſſions & evil inclinations ? 
what refiftance do you make to Sin ? which 
of you all takes that great care to fly from 
the occaſion of evil ? there's none now adays 
that mortifies his fleſb,but will rather cheriſh 


| and pamper it to wickedneſs; there's none 


found that takes the pains to repreſs his unru- 


reſtions 3 nay, the whole World run after 
their own concupiſcences ; they preſently 


- yield themſelves ſlaves to every temptation 


that comes upon them, to every aſſault that 
the Enemy makes; they deyour every hook 
that the Devil lays to intrap them, and ſwal- 
low down every poiſon'd bait that he caſts 


the Holy Ghoſt in the Proverbs; At the win- 
low of my houſe, ſays he, I look'd through 
my caſement, and beheld among the ſimple 
onesa young man void of underſtanding, 
walking in the dark night,he met with a Wo- 
man dreſs'd likea Harlot, prepar'd to deceive 
douls, She invited him with many allu- 
ling ſpeeches to go with her home to her 


houſe, 


& uſque ad 
morrem 
cerra pro 


the pratiſe of this heavenly Doctrine ; what j,q;w@. 
do you do,or what pains do you take to ſecure Eccl.4. 33. 


ly appetites, 'that withſtands his ſenſual ſug- 


for their deſtruQtion. Behold how perfealy p,.ce.7, 
the careleſs and- ſenſual man is deſcrib'd by 6, 7,8. 
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houſe , 8nd immediately he follow'd her, | 
as 2 Ox led ynto the Slaughter , and az 
2 wanton Skipping Lamb that is carri'd to the 
Shambles; like a Bird that makes haſt to the 
Snace, fo follows he, not knowing (filly ſot) 
that he is drawnto fetters, and that the dan- 
ger of his Soul depends thercon, untal his 


keart be ſtrickep through, &c. This deſcri 
tion the Holy Ghoſt makes, to ſet out 
deplorable ſtate of diflolute and fooliſh Chri- 
ſians, who take no care to reſiſt temptations, 
hat follow every ſuggeſtion of the Devil, yo- 
_ tilat laft he brings them into his Slaughter- 
houſe,and there ties them up faſt in the bands 
and chains of their own wickedneſs, baniſh'd 
from Heayen for an Eternity. Now O man! 
I leave thee to give them a deſcription of the 
calamities, and anguiſhes which they are to 
moet with in this their unfortunate and wo- 


til Exile. 


M AN. 


Oft merciful Redeemer, that it iSan 
unfortunate Place repleniſh'd with 
miſeries, none can dopbt, becauſe thou © 
God haft faid it. And it is in the opinion of 
the chiefeſt of thy Prophets, a Land of $ul- 
Pher, and burning pitch, a Land of Peſtilence 
and corruption; aLand of packannes, and 
"+ —_—— 


! 
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miſery ; and no wonder it ſhould be calPd 
ſo, being the Angelical DoCtor St. Thomas 
arers,that all the moſt naſty droſfs and dregs, 
25 well of the Earth, as of the other elenfents 
ſhall be caſt down into Hell, for the greater 
puniſhment of the Damyg'd, and the reaſon he 
vives for it , is, that asevery Creature does 
contribute to the joy of the Bleſſed, fo every 
creature likewiſe ſhall add unto - the tore 
ments of the damn'd ; and as they have ſepa- 
rated themſelves by fin from thee, who art 
One, and plac'd their happinefs only in the 
Creatures, they ſhall alſo receive their puniſh- 
ment from the Creatures in this common 
ſhore, & Layftal of all the Elements ; O what 
2 dreadful Dungeon ! what a lamentable 
place of Baniſhment will this be to thoſe 
Damn'd Wretches ! What I have to fay of 
Cicero's joyful admiration, is, If men be thus 
tranſported with the difference betwixt 
ſome Countrys and others, betwixt the hu- 
mours of ſome Men, and thoſe of others, 
what difference ſhall the damn'd Souls finde 
tetwixt Heaven and Hell, betwixt the joy of 


| theone, and the torments of the other, and 


d*twixt the converſation of Angels, and that 
of the Devils ? What grief will it beto them 
to behold themſelves everlaſtingly baniſh'd 
(rom Heaven, depriv*d of thy viſion, ejefted. 
from the company of Angels, from the fſocie- 


ty 
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ty of Saints, and out of that happy Land of 
the living, where all is in peace, quietneſs, 
Charity, Joy ; where all ſhines, all pleaſes, 
andall parts reſound with Aleluia*s. ] am 
now to confider with what craelty the Devil 


treats thoſe wretches in that woful land of 


their Baniſhment ; but before I enter upon 
this matter, it will not be amiſs to entertain 
you with the cruelty of Mortals one to ano- 
ther, by which we may caſily conclude how 
outragiouſly cruel the Devil will be to all 
men, that ſhall be:ſo unhappy as to fell into 
his Clutches, for he is their profeſſed Enemy 
even from their Creation. 

It would be more then ſufficient matter 
for a larger Yolume then this, to treat of the 
miſerable conſequences, & ſanguinary effeds 
of mens Rage and malice one to th'other; 
from hence proceed flaughters, poiſons; 
Wars, Deſolation, rafing, and burning of 
Cities ; unpeopling of Nations, turning of 
populous Conntrys into Deſarts ; publick 
Maſlacres, Regicids, Kings abdicated, Princes 
led in Triumph; ſome murther'd in their 
bed-chambers; others Stab'd in the Senate, 
or cut off in the ſecurity of their ſpeQacles, 
and pleaſures. Some were that took their 
paſſion for a Princely quality ; as Daria, 
who in his expedition againſt the Scythian, 
being deſir*d by a Noble-man, that had thres 
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Sons, that he would vouchſafe to accept 
of two of them into his Service, agd 
kaye the third at home for a comfort to 
bis Father. I will do more for you then 
that, ſays Darizz, for you ſhall have them all 
three again : So he order'd them to be lain 


| before his face and left him their bodys. 


Kerxes dealt not much better with Pythins, 


| who had five Sons and deſir'd only one of 


them for himſelf. Xerxes bad him to take his 
choice, and he claim'd the Eldeſt, whom he 
immediately commanded to be cut in halves; 
and one half of the body to be laid on each 
ide of the way where his Army was to paſs, 
that they might march betwixt them : un- 
doubtedly a moſt inaufpicious Sacrifice, for 
He came to the end that he deſerv'd, and 
liv'd to ſee that prodigious Power. Scatter'd, 
and broken, and inſtead of Military and vi- 
Qtorious Troops, to be compaſs'd with dead 
Carcaſes. 

But theſe you'l ay, were only barbarous 
Princes, that knew neither civility, nor let- 
ters: And theſe Savage crueltys will be im- 
puted perchance to their rudeneſs of manners, 
ad want of Diſcipline. But what if Mexander 
the great, that was train'd up under the inſti- 
tution even of the Prince of Philoſophers, 
ſhould be guilty of an ation altegether as 
%rbarous ? did he not kill Clyrw his Favou- 
halts TItc 


under his own Roof, and over the freedom 
of a Cup of Wine? And what was his Crime? 
He was loth to degenerate from a Afacedonian 
liberty into a Perſian-Slavery, that 1s to fay, 
Hecould not flatter. Lyſimacs, another of his 
friends he expos'd to a Lyon,and glad would 
he have been to have had nails and teeth to 
have devour*d him himſelf. It would have 
too much derogated he thought, from the 
dignity of his wrath, to have appointed a 
man for the execution of his friend. And this 
very Lyſmmacus after he had eſcap'd this dan- 
ger ; was never the more merciful, . when he 
came to reign himſelf ; for he cut oft the ears 
and noſe of his friend Teleſphorws, and when 
he had ſo disfigured him, that he had no lon- 
zer the face of a man, he threw him into a 
Dungeon, and there kept him to be ſhew'd 
for a Monſter,& as a ſtrange ſight. The place 
was ſo low, that he was fain to creep upon 
all four, and his fides were galPd too with 
the ſtraitneſs of it. In this miſery he lay half 
famiſh'd in his own filth : ſo odious, ſo tet- 
rible, and ſo loathſome a ſpectacle, that the 
horrour of his condition had even extin- 
Zuiſh'd all pity for him. Nothing was ever 
ſo unlike a man, as the poor wretch that ſuf- 
fer*d this, ſaving the cruel Tyrant that a&ed 
!t. Bot what is all this to the cruelty ney 
ranf 


Fito and School-fellow with his own hand; 
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ranny which the Devil ſhall exerciſe npon 
the Souls and Bodies of his infernat Caitifs. 
St, Auguſtin ſays, that he will faſten them! to 


' malign Spirits which ſhall be all inflatn'd with c.;o. 


fire ; that he ſhall manicle and bolt theut with 
other fiery bodys, ſo that they ſhall not be #« 
ble to remove from one place -to attother ; 
that they ſhall have perpetually before their 
eyes ſuch terrible, and hideous ſhapes pro- 
portionable to their offences, as ſhall be abfe 
tofrighten them out of their lives. The hol 

Scripture fays, that the datnn'd ſhall be fo 
fine and crowded together in that ttt- 
fetnall Dungeon that they may be very well 
compar'd to grapes in the wine-prefs, whiclt 
do preſs one another until they burſt ; That 
their Souls ſhall ſwim in the middle of a moſt 


dreadful Lake of fire like fiſhes in the Sea,and v. L-&.de 


thatthis fire ſhall enter into their very ſab- 
lance even as the water comes ifito the 
mouth, noſe, and ears of a drowned body. 
Telsſphoris was caſt into a deep Dungeon 
vithour cloths, expos'd to the inclemency 
of the cold and moifture of the place whete 
i could not ſee the light of Heaven, or have 
ny thing to feed upon, but once in four 
ndtwenty bours a little piece of hard barly 
bread, and a little water to drink, where 
tewas to continue all his life without ſpeaKk- 
ng, or ſeeing any body, and no other bed 
[0 
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to ſleep upon but the cold, noiſom, and na- 


ſty ground, up to his navel in his own dung} 


O what a miſery this was! certainly one 
weeks lodging there, would appear longer 
then a hundred years clſewhere. Yet if we 
compare this with that baniſhment and pri- 
ſon of Hell, we ſhall finde the miſery of this 
man to be a main happineſs in regard of that 
which the damn'd ſuffer in their dark and 
dreadſul habitation : In his troubles he met 
with none ſo har d-hearted as to Scoff and jeſt 
at his misfortunes, none to torment and whip 
him, but in Hell they ſhall finde both ; for 
the Devils ſhall never ceaſe to derid&'whip, 
and torment them moſt cruelly. There he 
had no horrid ſights,no fearful noiſes ofhow- 
lings,groanings, & lamentations ; but in Hell 
the eyes and cars of the damn'd ſhall never 
be free from all thoſe diſtaſters. There he had 


no flames of fire to ſcorch him, but in Hell | 


they ſhall burn even into the very bowels. 
There he might move and turn from one ſide 
to the other ; But in Hell they are not per- 
mitted to ſtir out of the place, nor change 
their poſture to give themſelves the leaſt 
eaſe. There he might breath now and then 
ſome little freſh Air ; but in hell they ſhall 
ſuck in nothing but flames,ſtink and Sulpher. 
Thero he might have ſome hopes of releaſe 
aſter the Tyrant's death, but in Hell they 


have | 


have no expeQation of goal-delivery,no hope 


of being ever redeem'd. There the leaft pcice 
of hard bread would ſeem to him every day a 
fine Regale, butin Hell for an Eteraity they, 
ſhall not behold a crumb of bread, nor a drop 


of water, but ſhall eternally rage with a dog- 


like hunger, and a burning thirſt. This is the 
erand calamity of that Land of darkneſs : bar- 
ren of all things, [but of the brambles and 
thorns of grief and torments, ds 

Ceſar would commonly, for exerciſe and 
pleaſure, put Senators, and Roman Knights 
tothe torture : and whip ſeveral of them like 
flaves,gr put them to: death; with. the moſt 
accuralWkorments ; meerly. for the ſatisfacti- 
on of his\fruelty; That Ceſar who wiſh'd 
the People of Rome had all but one neck, that 
he might cut it off at one blow. Cruelty was 
the imploymentr, :the Study , and the Joy of 
his life. He would not ſo much as give the 
expiring leave to groan, but caus'd their 
months ro be ſtop'd with ſpunges,, or for 
want of them with rags of their own cloths, 
tlat they might not breath out ſo muchas 
their latt Agonies at liberty ; nay, he was {o 
patient of delay, that he would frequently 
fiſe from Supper to-have men kill'd by torch- 
lizht; as if his life and' death had depended 
dpontheir diſpatch before the next morning. 
Tolgy nothing how many Fathers were put 
R. LO 
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to death by him in the ſame night with their 
Sons ( which was a kinde 'of mercy, in the 
preventing of their mourning.) And was net 
Syla*s craelty prodigious rob, which was 
only ſtop*d for want of Enemnits ? He caus'd 


feven thouſand Citizens of Rome to be ſlaugh- | 


rer'd at once; and ſome-of the Senators be- 
meg ſtartled at their crys that were heard in 
the Senat-houſe - let us minde our buſineſs, 
fays Sylla, this1s nothing buta few Mutineers 
that I have order to be ſent out of the way. 
A glorious Speftade ! fays ZHamibal, when 
he faw the Treriches flowing with lumane 
blood ; andif the rivers had run bl&0d too, 
would hav lik it To much the better. 

O moſt xracious Saviour ! how couldf: 
thou ſuffer fuch monſters of nature to live 
npon Earth, or how came it that the grougd 
did not iwallew them into it's bowels ? But 
alas ! why fhonld 1 admire fuch cruelty among 
men , being they were ſet on by the Devil, 
Who has been always a moſt cruel Tyrant to 
Mankind, but eſpecially when they are deli- 
ver'd over into his power : We are amaz' 
to hear of ſuch unhumame and barbarous aQi- 
ons ; weare aſtoniſh'd to'think of that hel- 
liſh invention of Phalars, to roſte men alive 
In his braſen Bull 3; But alas! all theſe tor- 
ments, and bloudy ſlaughters are meer toys 


in reſpe& of what is exercis'd in Hell; jo 
tie 
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the torments there are ſo great that they can'c 
be expreſs'd, and no wonder ; being that 
the only pain of fire comprizes as many tor- 
ments as the body of man has Limbs, Joyats, 
Sinews, Arteries, &c. and eſpecially being 
caus'd by ſo penetrating a fire; in reſpe& of 
which our temporal fire (tho' ic were made 
ofall the combuſtible matter in the world ) is 
no more then a painted fire: And in thoſe 
flames of Hell che Souls of the damn'd muſt De cadaves 


burn not for an hour, nor a year, nor an fibus eo- 
rum aſcen- 


Age, but for an Eternity, and have the Pe- 


ſtlential vapours of ſo many damn'd bodys, x; 


perpetually at their noſes : and all that time 


x fzcor, 
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Famem 


ſuffer hunger as dogs, which is one of the patiencur 


greateſt torments in Hell. 
untillian ſays, that Famine is the moſt 
_—_ of all neceſſities, and the moſt dread- 
wl of all evils; that Plagues and Wars are 
felicities compar*d with this affliction, If then 
afamine of io many months, or of a ſhorter 
time; as that which the Inhabitants of Jersx- 
ſaem ſaffer?d; when they were brought to 
that diftreſs as to eat their Children, be the 
greateſt of temporal evils, what mult we be- 
leve of the famine which the damn'd ſhall 
luiter in Hel] for an Eternity ? O Epicares, and 
ſe that make your Gods of your bellys! give 
arunto what the Son of God forerels of you, 
fou ſhall finde it in St. Z#ke. Wo fays he,unto 
RK 2 y ou 


ur canes 
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you who make it your work to pamper your 


bodys, and fill your paunches with the moſt 
delicious viands & wine that can be purchasd 
for Silver or Gold, for the day ſhall come 
that you ſhall be hunger-ſtarv'd, and with a 
hunger that ſhall continue for an Etervity, 
A Temporal hnnger may bring men to ſuch 
eXtremitys as to cat Dogs, Cats, Rats, Mice, 
Snakes, Toads, Leather and Dung ; nay it 
has already brought ſeveral Countrys, and 
whole Cities to that calamity, and forc'd Mo- 
thers to devonr their own Children ; and men 
to eat thefieſh of their own arms, as it hap- 
pen'd to Zexo the Emperour. If hunger beſo 
great a chaſtiſement in this life ; how will it 


afflit the damn'd .in the other, where they 


thall tcar one another to peices,not for a year, 
or. an Age, but for an Eternity? Conſider my 
Soul, how the Devil meaſures his torments 
to the damned by their oftences, and how 
God-commands him as the Executioner of his 
Juſtice in Hell, to make them ſuffer their 
pains proportionable to the pleaſures they 
took in this life, this puts me in minde of a 
very Remarkable paſſage of a Noble-man, 
who took all bis pleaſurein Tilting and run- 
ning at the Ring, this was his conltant exer- 
ciſe which he prefer'd even before the pradtift 
of devotion, and piety, ſo that he was a per- 
fect Worldling without any care of his Soul, 

or 
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or the leaſt apprehenſion of Hell, and in this 
neglec of his S.Ivation he dy'd; his Lady 
being other ways inclin'd, and very much ad- 
dited to contemplation, always earneſtly 
imploring of God the favour to let her un- 
derſtand, the State and condition her Hus- 
band was in, which was at laſt granted, and 
he was repreſonted unto her in the ſame ſhape 
2s ſhe had ſeen him alive, but not attended by 
the fame company, for he was now encom- 
paſs'd with a multitnde of Devils : the chief 
commander of them in her hearing, gave or- 
ders, they ſhould fir their new Gueſt with 
a pair of fiery ſhoes, whoſe flames might reach 
his very head,then he commanded they ſhould 
put him on a red-hot coat of Male male full of 
ſharp Spikes , which might pierce his body 


Champion,he commanded a helmet to be pur / 
on him with a pointed nail that might pierce 


pl 


and fpecdily perform?d, the Prince of dark- 
nels made a ſpeech to his Officers,to ler them 
know that this worthy Perſon, after he had 
entertain'd himſelf in Tilting, and the like 
achievemenrs of valour, and gallantry, was 
Kaſtom'd to refreſh his wearrd limbs with 

_ R 3 {weet 
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Cantip. 1.2, 


| SB 9. 2. 
1n all parts,6 toaccouter him like a compleat Foan. ma- 


z —=— Werm, 
his head, and be clench'd bclow his feer, and As. Cm 


ffter this a Target was Put about his neck of cb. in ta- 
ſo great a weight that it might cruſh all the f'- m0- 
bones in his body. All this being punRually, * 
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ſweet Baths, and then to retire to ſome ſofc 
bed, where he uſually ſported with other dal- 
liances of ſenſuality z wherefore let him now 
have ſomewhat of thoſe refreſhments, which 
our Palace does afford to welcome 1o defer- 
ving a Perſon who has been in his life ſo faith- 
ful to ſerve us, and ſo obedient to our Sug- 
geſtions ; whereupon they preſently hurl'd 
him intoa fire which was prepar'd for him: 
then forſooth, to caſc him, they plac'd with 
him ina bed warm'd red hot a Toad of a huge 
ſize with moſt dreadful eyes, which clipp'd 
the noble Sparx very cloſely, kiſſing & embra- 
cing him in ſoruful a manner that he roard 
out like a furious Lion : and brought him e- 
ven to the pangs of death. Another man ſhe 
ſaw ſeated in a chair of fire, and certain wo- 
men thruſting into his mouth burning torches, 
and drawing them out at other parts of his 
body ; theſe Women ſhe was told were his 
accomplices, and the inftruments of his Sins. 

But what are all theſe torments to the eter- 
nal loſs of the fruition and ſight of thee, my 
Saviour | wherein our Divines do place the 
everlaſting beatitude and Supream felicity 


*t Thom. of mankinde in the next life « for the Angel- 


lical Doctor ſays, the fight of God, - or to ſee 


- —_ God in his own: nature or Eſſence, Is the 
& 7. 6. whole ſubſtance of our everlaſting happines | 
+3. Oc-in the life to come z what a deplorable - | 


: : b 
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then will it be to the damn'd to be depriv'd 


| of this unſpeakable comfort for an Eternity, 


is ſo deplorable thar Scripture does place it 
inthe firſt rank of all other loffes, damages, 
torments, & miſeries that can befall a damn'd 


| Soul x let the wicked man he taken away, to 


the end he may not ſee the glory of God ſays 
theProphet. From this lofs proceeds that great 


Tollatur 
Impius ne 
videar 


and general torment ſo often' repeated in gloriam 
Scripture by the name of the worm of Con- Þ*1- E/ar. 


ſcience, ſo call'd, becauſeas a worm lies cat- 
ing & gnawing the wood wherein ſhe abides, 
{0 ſhall the remorſe of their Conſciences ly 
Within the damn'd, griping and tormenting 
them for ever ; it fall be to them a remem- 
brancer to put them in minde of the means 
aad cauſes of their everlaſting damnation, 
Flich will make them to fret and rage, and 
mire their own folly to have hanker'd fo. 
nuch after the vanities of the World, and 

teplected the grand work of their Salvation. 

tear how they exclaim in Hell ; what has our 


Pride, or what has the glory of our Riches ;,, " 


oted us ? they areall now vaniſh'd like a 
ddow : We have wearied our ſelves in 
the way of iniquity and perdition, and the 
my of our Lord we have not known. This 


hall be their everlaſting ditty,thus ſhall their 
Aged Conſcience rave in Hell, 
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poor Morrtals ſo far blinded with their world- 
ly intereſt, ſo deeply engag'd in the mire of 


16. [ym is a kinde of People in the World, 
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O moſt gracious Saviour ! when 1 ſee (to 
my great ſorrow ) in this ſad Age we live in, 


iniquity, ſo much taken with their ſinful re- 
creations and paſtimes, ſo deaf to thy Inſpi- 
rations and callings, ſo avers'd to the pra 
Etiſe of piety and devotion, ſuch great ene- 
mies to mortification and pennance ; 1 de- 
ſpair in a manner, of their Salvation, and the 
rather that theſe ſo powerful motives can't 
prevail with them, or make them deſiſt luſt- 
ing after thoſe poyſonous baits which the De- 
y1l preſents unto them dayly, and at every 
moment; and which they with as mucheaſe 
ſ wallow, as he takes pleaſure to deſtroy their 
Souls. Their common diſconrſe is, cis time 
enough to think of Pennance, when we come 
to old Age, for then we ſhall be fit for no- 
ther thing. O moſt Sacred Saviour ! thou 
ſayſt thou wilt not the death of a Sinner, 
wherefore be pleas'd to let them know the 
danger of delaying their conyerfion, and of 
" ing their repentance untill their latte! 
lays 


SAVIOUR. 


lays my ARPINE, that do exo | 
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and by words confeſs God, and profeſs them- 

ſelves to be as good Chriſtians as the reſt, 

yet interiourly, and by the products of their 

doble & diſſembling hearts,they don't believe 

there is a God, at leaſt with thoſe Attributes, 

that are as eſſenrial to him, as his divine Na- 

ture, and which I call infinite knowledge, 
Providence, Care, and diſpoſition of humane 

affairs, Juſtice, Judgment, Puniſhment and 

the like 3 Theſe, they do not indeed believe, 

becauſe their life and aCtions are quite con- 

trary to a well-grounded belief ; Scripture 

avers it witha wo unto the diſlolute and care- Vz diſſo- 
leſs in heart, who do not believe God. Theſe = cars 
are the men whom I do hate, and deteſt with a erg: 
all my heart, becauſe they plow with an Ox Deo. Ec. 
and an Aſs together, becauſe they ſow their 2: 
ground with mingl'd Seed, and their Appa- *®: 22- 
rel is made of flax and wool together. Theſe 

are them I ſpoke of in the Revelations, I 4p. ;. 
would thou wert either cold or hot : but for 

that thou art lukewarm, and neither cold 

nor hot, therefore will ] begin to vomit thee 

ovt of my mouth. Theſe are they who can ac- 

cord all Religions together , and take up all 
Controverſys, by only ſaying , that either 

| they are differences of ſmall importance, or 

| Elſe that they are out of their Province, and 

belong only to learned men to diſpute of,but 
notunto them ; moreover they are of opini- 


on 
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on that both parts da erre in ſomewhat, gr 
may be agreed,and go both to Heayen. Theſe 
are the men who can apply themſelyes taany 
company, to any time, to any Government, 
to any Princes pleaſure, to any Religion, bug 
will not admit of any diſcourſe of Deyotion 
in their preſence, anly they will haye mea 
eat, drink and be merry with them ; tell 
news of the Court and affairs abroad, Sing, 
Dance, Laugh, and play at Cards, and dice; 
and ſo they ſpend their Jives in their Sinful 
recreations without any thoughts of God, 
without any care of Salvation, without apy 
apprehenſion of Death, depending only up» 
on a good Peccavi, in their extremity, and 
when God ſhall Summon them to another 

— World; but alas! they ſhall finde themſelves 

Nags ny ſadly miftaken, for I ſhall tura them off with 

Eſai. 2, AaWoto the wicked, and then ſhail ſet before 

Ipfi viden- their eyes all their abominations, and crimes; 

res fic 2d- their Uſury, their Drunkennefs,their whore- 

func. cor. dome, their treacheries, their falſe Oaths, 
rurbaci Their Extortions,and Oppreſlions of the poor, 
ſunr, com- their blaſphemies, and the reſt of their wic- 
mor ſunt: ked adtions, ſhall come in a crowd to con- 
cor nan found their Souls ; their Gold and Syver ; 
eos. P/a/, their Eſtates, and Fortunes which they had {Þ 
47- 6. _ unjuſtly acquir'd, their pleaſures & treaſures 
now the only obje& of their adoration, ſhall 
then become the fatal Subject of their confy- 
fon, and my Juſtice ſhall take delight to bat- 
| _ ter 
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ter, and break their underſtanding, and me- Conterer 
mory with the full knowledge of all their Sins, Dominus 
ad how often they had flicghted my Inſpi- {E*!<ftos 
rations, my Callings, my amorous invitati- - = mh 
0ns,& other innumerable cftes of my mercy. Eſa —__ 
O filly Souls! ſays St. Paul, be not decciv'd, 
_ _w overſeen as to leade a licentious 
ife, in hopes to dye a good Death, for in Noji 
that dreadfnl hour you Nall reap no better pee 
Zain then what you have ſown, if you bave "im ſemi- 
been ſuch bad Husbands of your Salvation as, atop 
to ſow, and plant nothing elſe in the Soil & gone : 
ground of your Souls, but carnal works, you Qui ſemi- 
can't pretend to no better Harveſt, then cor- "in car- 
ruption, and everlaſting Damnation. Do © 4c car- 
Men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thi- i 
ſtles ? even ſo every good Tree brings forth nem.G41a. 
good fruit, but a corrupt Tree brings forth e- % 7: 
rilfruit: A good Tree can't bring forth evil _ 
trait, neither can a corrupt Tree, bring forth 
good fruit. Every Tree that brings not forth 
zo0d fruit,is hewn down, & caſt into the fire. 
Theſe are my words, 'tis I, the Eternal ve- 
nity, that, ſpeaks them, and therefore they Dicite ju- 
an'r be contradicted, or falfify'd ; let all men ** , owns 
lay their hands on their breaſts, and examine ts 
their own life and converſation, if they finde adinventi- 
tiemſelves to be good Chriſtians, upright & 2um 
boneſt in all their ways, -it ſhall be well with _ 


them in the hour of their Death ; for they gent. E/ai. 


it 
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if they be viciouſly given, and found void of 
all good works, they muſt expe& no better 
wellcome from me, then an order to @t 
them all down with the Ax of Death, and 
to caſt them headlong into hell-fire. 

Thou ſhalt finde ſeveral proofs to confirm 
this aſſertion in the firſt Sermoa | preach'( 
immediately after 1 was baptiz'd, there ſhalt 


Matth. 5.4 thou hear me recommend, and extoll the 


great advantages of a virtuous life, of Po- 
verty, Meekneſs, Juftice, Purity, Sorrow 
for Sin, patience in fuftering, contempt of 
Riches, forgiving of injuries, Faſting, Pray: 
er, Pennance, Entring by the ſtraight gate, 
and alfo of perfettion, Holyneſs, Integrity 
of life and converſation, and of the exa& ful- 
filling of every particular of my Heavenly 
Fathers Laws, and Commandments. There 
thou thalt hear me ſay, I came not to the 
World to hreak the Law,\ bat to fulfill the 
ſame ; and whoſoever ſhall offer to break 
the leaſt of them, and bring others either by 
his ill example, or by his erroneous doarine 
todo the like, ſhould have no place in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. There thou mayſt hear 
me ſay to all Chriſtians, except their Juſtice 
did exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
( which was altogether in words, 'and ont- 
ward appearance ) they could not be ſaved. 
That they might not ſerye two Maſters i 
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this life, but either muſt forſake God, or a- 
hndon Mammon. That they ſhould decline 
from falſe Prophets that uſually come in 
ſheep's clothing, but are no better then ra- 
venous Wolves in their hearts; and that all 
men ſhould ſeek to enter by the ſtraight gatez 
but the concluſion of my long Sermon is, that 
the only ſign and token ofa good Tree, is the 
ood fruit which it bears, and without this 
Fit, let the Tree be never fo fair or plea- 
fant to the eye, yet it is to be cut down and 
burnt ; that "tis not every one that ſhall cry 
Lord, Lord, at the laſt day, ſhall be fav'd, 
crenter into the Kingdom of Heaven, bur 
only ſuch as did execute really, and in Deeds, 
the Will and commandments of my Father in 
this life. Where is there any incouragement 
here for the wicked to delay their converſion, 
or to put it off till the hour of death,in hopes 
ofa good Teccavi? | ſee none, for they are 
al moſt preſſing motives to force them ra- 
ther out of their iniquity into a virtuous and 
rodly life. To be the better convinc'd of this 
undeniable truth, thou muſt know that life 
8a time, and ſeaſon of ſowing, and plant- 
ns the ſeed of virtue, and the bitter roots 
of mortifications and pennance; and that 
Death is Harveſt time to reap the main pro- 
it of that happy Seed, and the wonderful 
lmeetneſs of thoſe bitter roots ; It's therefore 
my 
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bant& fle-mMy Prophet ( ſpeaking of the manifbld triby. 


bant mic- lations and anguithes of the Juſt, ſays, they 
rences {e- were going on weeping,and ſowing the pres 
minz (ua, cious ſeed of their eternal Salvation, and tha 
bwwan mage without any doubt, they ſhall COME again re- 
nicnc cum joycing, bringing their ſheaves with them} 
exulcatio- and my Prophet Jeremy declares how the wic 
me POIUM-ked ſhall ſay in the hour of Death, and with 
res mani- R F 4 | 

pulos ſuos, Cars in their eyes, the 'Harvelt 1s paſt, the 
P/. 125. 6. Summer is ended, and we are not {av'd. This 
Tromii* was the lamentation of the Jews ſeeing then 
mein,” ſelyes oppreſsd under the {laviſh, and heavy 
zſtas, & Yak of the Caldeans, without any hopes of be- 
nos ſalvaciing reliev'd z but it may be likewiſe taken for 
non ſumus the fad moan which the wicked ſhall make in 
Fer. _ the hour of Death, ſeeing themſelves void of 
reſt male all good works, and groaning under the hea- 
mori qui vy weight of their evil actions: then indeed 
bene VIxit they may cry, the Summer is ended, the time 
505 won * of our life is now expir*d, wherein we might 
qui male have gather*d a plentiful ftock of all virtues, 
vixic. Auz.and good works : but We unfortunate Souls. 
Venite be-\yze have ſpent that precious ſeaſon in all 


- Haga] manner of vices, and now that the Harveſt 


poſlide re is paſt, we mult appear naked, as we are,of 
pararum all good works, repleniſh'd with. evil ones, 
vob1s ICS- before a dreadful Judge, to be ſentenc'd to 
nm: Eternal Death,which We have juſtly deſerv'd 
one mun- for abuſing his mercy,by flattering our ſelves 


di. 1:19, with a good Peccavi, at our laſt farewell - 
25. 34- th 
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the World, and toall its deceitfol pleaſures. 
The Harveſt is paſt, the Summer 1s ended, 
and we are not ſav'd ; What can be more ter- 
rible? How ſhould any Man dare delay his 
convertion, hearing theſe words, and having 
3 many Preſidents hereof, as there have 
beet Sinners ſurpris'd by death, even in the 
heat of their wickedneſs. O ye Bleſſed Souls, 
ſays St. Auguſtin who have ſpent your days 
in the conſtant praftiſe of virtue, ſtill fub- 
niſlive to the Laws of God, always obedient 
to his commands, thirſting after righteonſ- 
neſs and juſtice, great lovers of mortificati- 
on and pennance, hear what comfortable 
news I bring you, and what isthat ? You 
cannot dye an ill death ; no, tis impoſflible, Os 
for God will aſſiſt you in that dreadful Hour, _ 
and will receive your Souls, at their depart- ad Domi- 
ng your bodys, into the perfe&t enjoy rent aum ad 
of my everlafting Glory. Whereas the , wic- 92 non 
ted, tho" they ſhould make as great a ſhew of 566, aut” 
a apparent repentance as Atjochis did, Yet conſecu- 
will they hardly come to a better end, for of turus. 
hundred thouſand, that lezd a bad life con- 2 Hah. 
titually to the hour of death, fcarce one fhall + - 
xfav'd, ſays the ſame St. Aiignftim, and his tum mini- 
deQrine is grounded upon tny words; be- bus quo- 
cauſe I have call d, and ye refus'd, 1 have im mes 
fretch*d out my hand, and no man regarded ; y;x OP 
das ye have made naught of all my Conn- ſalyabicur, 

ſels, 4zz. 


2FT 


ſels, and been deaf to my reproof: I alſo will Þ 


laugh at your Calamity, I will mock when 
your fear comes: When it comes as deſolz 
tion, and when your deſtrution comes asa 
Whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh comes 
upon you, then ſhall ye call upon me, but 
I will not anſwer ;, ye ſhall ſeek me early,but 
ye ſhall not finde me ; becauſe ye hated Knoy- 
ledge, and did not chooſe the fear of the 
Prov.1.24. Lord. They would not accept. of my Coun- 
ſel: they deſpis'd all my reproofs, therefore 
ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
and be filld with their own devices. The de- 
vout St. Bernard confirms this truth by two 
{ſimilitudes, whereof the firſt is, that as a man 
could not be dead in Rome who never was 
in Rome, ſo no man can dy in God who n& 
More he. VET Was in God, no, ſays Tertulian, Freind, 
Riali inc... £10u haſt led a life more like unto that of a 
buir terre- Beaſt, then of a Chriſtian,plundg?*d over head 
nis, more and ears like a mould in terrene and fordid 
beftiali concerns : Thou haſt been in thy family a 
excedec 4 p . 
rerrenis, furious as a Lyon, in thy behaviour as wild 
Terr, as a Boar, in thy imployments as Subtle and 
as crafty as a Fox, in Tavernsand in Compi- 
ny as greedy as a Dog, in thy converſation 


Formr vi. as filly, and as light-brain'd as a Hare ; there- | 


verdi «ſt fore fince thou haſt conſtantly led the life of 
norma a Beaſt, rather then that of a good Chrittian, 


oma; gg thou deſery'"ſt to dye the death of a Beaſt.”Tis 
| a Maxi 
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| maxim recciv'd among ye, that the Coppy 


muſt be like unto the Original ; what is life? 
It'san Original, and what is Death? It's a 
Coppy;.why then ſuch mult be the Coppy, as 
was the Original ; if the Original was a good 
and virtuous lite, the Coppy muſt be a peni- 
tent and Godly Death ; but it the Original 
was totally a Scandalous, vicious, and de- 
bayuckd life, by all means the Coppy mult be 
the death of a Reprobate. Thou mayſt be con- - 
rinc'd hereof even by very nature, for if thou 
ſpeak'it aloud near anyRock,or hollow-place, 
the Eccho will ſound diftinaly every word 
thou haſt ſaid 3 If I ſet the fame Tertullian the 
queſtion, what is life 3 he will anſwer, that 
It is @ voice,and that death is the Eccho there- 
of; then whatever the life pronounces, death 
will repeat it ; If virtue, virtue ; If vice,vice ; 
If the fear of God, the fear of God ; lf the 
veglect of Salvation, and the contempt of 
Gods Commands, cer:ainly death will repeat 
he ſelf ſame thing, fo that it is the greateſt 
folly in nature to lead a wicked life, in ex- 
pectation of a good Peccavi in the hour of 
tath, which is as ſeldom granted to ſach 
perſons as a Phenix is ſeen in the World. 


| There's another maxim in great requelt a- 


mong your Philoſophers which I do mightily 
approve of, by reaſon of it's truth, that a 
| Fart is of the ſame nature with the thing 
> whereo! 
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Pars eſt e- Whereof it is a part ; IfI ſet St. Thomasthe 


juſdem Queſtion, What is Life ? his anſwer 'wiltbe, 
Gy EADTt is compound of young and old» days, 
cujis ct 28d that Death is the latter part thereof,-thin 
pars.4riſt, it: muft be according to this undoubted maxim, 
of the ſame nature with the Life ; If -this-was 
good” and virtuous, that maſt be the 
but if it was a curſed and wicked Life, even 
unto the laſt point, Death muſt certainlyde 
no better. [718 
Quo vero ' The ſecond Similitude upon' which St.,B&+ 
calur2 BC 4rd\grounds thistruth, is certainly very xe. 
mos <cjus Markable ;z look ſays he, upon a Tree whin 
atrerde, 1t'S cut, and ready to drop down ; if they 
unde ma- wouldſt fain know to what ſide it willtfall, 
ao aca take notice of its boughs and branches, whert 
= 2 thou ſceſt them thicker, and more inclin'd by 
pondero- their weight, thou mayſt very well conclude, 
ior inde jt will fall to that fide; What is Man?» the 
—_— - blinde man of the Goſpel whom I kadicurll 
tes. £r. Be;, Dy Putting my hands upon him, looking wp, 
Video ho- ſaid, I ſee Men as Trees , walking.-olt 
minestai- thou be*ſt deſirous to know to what: ſidewill 
ores... this Tree fall, look upon his boughs-and 
bulantes, ÞBfanches, T mean his paſſions and inclinati- 
Mar.8. :4. Onis,if thou ſeeſt them altogether bent to:gagd 
Conteret works. and inclin'd to Devotion and-virtue, 
ns thou mayft reaſonably conclude he wilh:fall 
fimul & towards Heavens butif by their weightbe 


peccarores Is carried to evil, and debauchery, thatiman 
Eſaj, I, 28, . {0 


— 
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Þ:vlihdly -led-by his unruly:paffions, will un- 


* dobibtedly fall:upon the Rocks of Hell, there 


tobe cruſh'd: far. an Eternity-Tertulian ſpeaks 


oftmo"ſorts of-Death, ordinary, and-extra+ @ pani. 


ordinary,” ordinary death-he calls that which 
igoccalion?d by. ſickneſs, and:/by extraordina- 
rrhemeans thatwhich comes by ſome ſudden 
miſchance, or.accident ; but whatever death 
the wicked: dys of, he is ina :mofſt evident 
danger to miſs of his long expeQed Peccavi ; 
Che dies of the latter, the caſe is very clear, 
forit is grounded upon this warantable Axim 
of Philoſophy, 1: repentinis  agimus Secundum. 
babitxm ; that is, in things which happen of a 
ſidden, mea a always according tothe cu(- 
tom which they have acquir'd, let it be good. 
or bad. Saul was a deſperate, and bloudy man, 
how often did he attempt upon Davids life ? 

ke was cruel.to others, he muſt be the ſame 

tohimſelf, for after looſing the battle, and- 
being not able to get off from. his purſuing 


Enemies, he commanded one of his Soldiers *** ſuper 


| X r me, & In- 
to/run him through with his Lance,. and to ec. = 
make an ead-of his Life. - 2Reg.1« 94 


iWho could be more prond, more fangul-. 
wry, and more .ambitious of honour then. 
ms Abimelech, for to be King of. frae!l, He 
murther*d all his Brethren, which were tn 
imber threeſcore and ten, whereat' his Fa- 
ter Fer-bbaal took ſo much grief that he ſaon 

-- MA after 
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© after died ; what doſt thou think will be the 
Er22i end of this ſo cruel a Prince? will he.cry 
gp Peccavi, in the hour of his death-? believe mg 
percure ?rwill be far from his rhoughts. He went t0 
me ne for- heſiege the ſtrong, City of Thebes, and after 
re ACA he had taken it, he beſet the Tower, where 
{nin moſt part of the Citizens were retir'd far ſe- 
icerfec- curity ; but he boldly went to (et fire tothe 
cus f122. oate thereof,& aWoman taking notice of him, 


7ud. 9. 54- caſt a piece of milſtone upon his head,& brake 


young Man his Armour-bearer, and ſaid unto 


not of me, a Woman ſlew him : and his yongg 
Man thruſt him through with his. weaponry 
and he died. | 
Falian the Apoſtate acted much like him,for 
he aim'd at an Empire, and to come to it, he 
thought it the beſt way, to feign himſelfa 
friend tothe Chriſtians, ſo that he appearid 
to them moſt zealous for Chriſtianity, and 
pretended to further the increaſe thereof 
were he in the power of doing it, which made 
the Chriſtians to uſc all means to promote 


veſted with that imperial dignity, thanhe 

| began to diſcover what ke was to them in his 
heart, for none was ever ſo great an enemy 

to my name, or ſhew'd fo great. an abhary 

+ -; rence, of Chriſtians, then he did z ſo,great 
2 Was his animoſity to both, that be murrhet'd 


his Skull, whereupon he calPd haſtily unto the - 


him, draw thy ſword & ilay me, that men fay- 


him to the Empire, but no ſooner was he it} 


very .. 
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rery many thonſands of them, and deſtroy'd 
alftheir Alters and Churches which were e- 


rected and dedicated to my worſhip nd Ser- 


rice; will this moſt wicked and diſiſembling 
Prince cry Peegavi in the hour of his death ? 
no, he will continue his implety to his laſt 
breith, which will be the perfe& Eccho of his 
moſt ambitious and abominable life, for re- 
ceiving a mortall wound in the ſiege of a 
Town in the Kingdom of Perſia, he took a 


' handfull of his blood, & flung it up,as it were 


ey face, with this horrid expreſſion, 
viciſti. Nazarene, viciſti, O Nazarean? thou ;. 


Cum mens 


haft indeed overcome me at laſt ; after this, ;j:clinxa 


he commanded his Gentlemen to put his fucric ad 
Corps into a Coffin of lead, and caſt it into 2iquid 
the Sea, thar his ſubje&ts finding not his bo- 9120 1© Jam 
dy on Ezrth might believe it. was carri'd by ante; a 
tis hands of Angels into Heaven,-and ſeated urrumque 
tiereamongſt the Gods. Thoy ſeeſt by thele oppoſito- 
preſidents what a fooliſh miſtake the wicked 747% ©&d 
ly under ; when they put off rheir .conver- punk 
fon tothe very laſt hour of their Tife,in hopes 21s iricli- 
to have then a hearty Peccavi, which may. be ncur fer- 


tome. 2 ſufficient Atonement for all their of- "> "i 


- 94 r ratio- 
fences, and breaches of both my Laws and fy Hrs 
commandments. is ficnem ab 


The Angelical, Bofor St, , Thane ſeems £9 quadam 
BE mych aſtogſh'd at their folly Herein,for Picrudi- 
bs he, when men are viciouſly inclin*d,and cur. 

Uken with 2 ſyrprize in their eyil habits, it Sc. 760. 
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is out of their jurisdiftion to conceive ay abs 
horrence againſt them, and have a love 
eſteem for a virtuous life, unleſs they "rife 
uſe of their reaſon to finde out the manifold 
advantages of the one, and the ſeveral wml 


conſequences of the other ; but how can 


wicked man, that is ſeiz?d on by Death as he 
walks in the ſtreets by a tile falling from the 
top'of a houſe, or ſome other ſach like unex- 
pected accident,make uſe of his reaſon in tht 
ample manner ; "tis" impoſſible, and conſe. 
Hac ani- quently, whoever negleQs his Salvation 
_— far as to put it to ſuch perilous events," de- 
pac = ſeryes no mercy at my hands. Bat ſet the caſt 
cator ur That an old habitual Sinner ſhould dye 'of' 
moriens Jong and languiſhing ſickneſs, "tis very p 
evlivit-_ bable, he will never think of me in his lath 
dum vie. Nour 3 nor have the leaſt feeling of a Peccen), 
ret oblirus being he forgot to call to me for mercy in 
eſt Dei. healthful days, and this indeed 1s' the nity 
"I puniſhment which 1 do infli& upon ſuch per- 
=*  Aſons. Moreover "tis grounded upon this o' 
' * , Maxim of Philoſophy altogether as undenn- 
able as the former, Ab aſuetis non fe pe 
That is to ſay, things which men have'd; 
before their eyes, make no impreſſion'n 
their hearts. the Sun. which is the molt. re 
Iplendent, and the moſt. glorious” Credt 
that ever was wrought by my hands far * 
_pſeof men, is dayly ſeen without. the, 
admiration, whereas if a Comet appea 
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areal eyes to beholdit 3 A Chirurgion will 

adle and dreſs the naſtieſt wound thatever 
nan had, without the leaſt grudge, or foath- 
ag. becauſe he is accuſtom'd to it. A new 

1s'd Soldier will tremble at the* noiftof a 
ullet, whereas an 014, 2nd well-train'4 "Sol- 
dier will never ſhrink, or give ground, tho? 
even. Cannons were roaring about him, and 
their bullets flying on every fide of him, be- 
uſe he ts acquainted with ſuch warlike en- 
tertainment. ?Tis even ſo with a wicked 1i- 
yer in the hour of his death, tho? his Ghoſt- 
ly. Father, his Wife, his Children, and all 
his friends were ronnd his bed, ' breaking _ 
their hearts, and burfting their lungs,calling 
and crying unto him to produce one a of 
Contricion, one ſorrowful Peccavi, one, have 
mercy-on me O Lord, he will take no notice 
$f Fat they fay, all their exhortatfions to 
kim intended to bring him to' dye a good 
Geath, will be to no effe&,he had often heard 
the like,or rather more preſling motives from 
Teachers and Preachers in their Pulpits, yet 
lis heart was Steel-proof to all their fiery 
words, they conld never make him think on 


his Salvation, and therefore ?*tis but” in vain 
to expe&t he will be ſollicitous for ir now, 
en the Devil has him” faft fetter*d, when 
beartis over-clonded with thedarkneſs.of 
manifold and grievous Sins,when hisun- 
ding is blinded, his will altogether 

S 4 corrupted, 
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corrupted, his ſenſes decay'd, and the whole 
commonwealth of his Body, and Sonl, cleat 
out of order, by reaſon. of their approaching 
and dimal ſeparation :'Thou hafh.a very:xe- 
markable prefident of this in-the old Teſts: 
ment ; there thou mayſt read, what wonders 
I had done in order: to mollify. the . heartof 
Pharagb,. and bring him to a Tight under. 
ſtanding of his obedience, and: duty to; me; 
who am the powerfull and mighty: Fehendb, 
who deprefs at will, and make fabjed the 
greateſt Potentates of the whole World:How 
I had 1lain his firſt-born for refu':ng+ta let 
go the People of 7fr-ael out of his Land 3'haw 
I made all-the Rivers, $treams, Fonuutaingdt 
Springs within his Dominjons run with blaud 
for the ſame reaſon z how I cover 'd all-his 
Realm with darkneſs and Frogs, which were 
ſo numerous that they came in Swarms/bpat 
his Table, and even into his Bed ; how ſet 
a grievous Swarm of Flies into his kouſt;and 
iato all the houſes of Egype 3 how. I had plagyy 
ed all the Inhabitants-ofi the Land, as al 


their Cattle, with peſtiferons-Ulcers:& Boil | 


of which they all dicd;how I had rain'd. domes 
ſuch a ftupendious ſheur of Heil upon them 
235 was never ſeen beforeor ſince in the ward 
how-:1 had ſpread over the whale; Landinf 
Egypt Lachits, that devour'd and .deſtrop 
211 chat; the hail had left ; yet all theſe prodrs 


dp. 


giescould not mollify the obdurate and re- 


y 
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hellious heart of Pharaoh, till at laſt my Ju- 
ſtice-took him tqtask,and drown'd both him 
aad-bis whole Army in the Red-Seas, which 
was a paſſage they. were to go through, to 
takeup their quarters in the unquenchable 
fre of Hell, where they ſhall repent for an 
Eternity, but to no advantage for their Souls. 


Ifthis diſcourſe fo well. grounded upon 7.13.9. 


Fcripture, Fathers, and Reaſon, as alſo up- 
onſomany preſidents out of Holy Writ, will 
nok preyail with Signers, not to delay their 
converſion, or put it off to their craſy years, 
Ltave only this to ſay, Perditio ta ex te Iſrael; 
let their eternal ruine, and the fatal loſs of 
their Souls lic at their own doors. However, 
folet them know how much Lthirſt after their 
tilyation, I will have thee to convince them 
oftheir-oxtream folly, to ſerve. ſo faithfully 
wh bed Maſters, -as the World and the De- 
wy who for every -pleafure they allow them, 
tne them a thouſand mortal. Stings, even in 
Rislife;beſides the unſpeakable miſery which 
they ſha} make thera ſuffer im the. other ;, 09 
Wd eagtrary my pleaſures are ſolid, : perma- 
mtyand-bring excelive comfort to-the con- 
fiendes-of ghoſe-that receive.ghem ;. ſo tha! 

the Propher ys, anc day fpent'in my. ſer» 


dre thouſand Years implay'd in-th T*; ahe 
onldy and 46:were better be a door:keeper: 
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in-my houſe, then. to dwell in the Tents,gf 
wickedneſs. Let them know likewiſe, the tea- 
derneſs of my affetion for them, and how 
earneſtly I court them to ſerve me, and.not 
to'take example by the prodigal Child, who 
had ſpent all his ſabſtance idlely,8 was forcl 
at laſt to feed with the ſwine, and was very 
glad too to be admitted into their compagy; 
When in reallity he might fit at my Table, 
feed with my Saints and Angels in Heaven, 
if he had ſerv'd me with as much care and 
diligence 2s he did the World. i 


Iby 
M 4 N 29 
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O man can be grateful to thee O Lordf, 
without contemning thoſe things t 
pat the common People out of their wits 
We muſt go into baniſhment they cry, 'we 
muſt lay down our lives; hate the Worl 
and all its allurements; begger, and-expc 
our ſelves/to reproaches ; nay cis often. 
that gratitude ſuffers the: puniſhment due to 
Matkfactors; and that -Ingratitude- receives 
the rewards of fidelity. As thy benefits/-are 
many,' and great, ſoarethe hazards of. gra 
titude, which is the caſe, more or leſs;-of a 
other virtues; and it were hard, if this,abole 
all thereft; ſhould be both painful and. fruit 


Icds : : 'So that tho' we may go —_—_ 
Wi 
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with/it in ſmooth way, we mult yet prepare. 
ind f&folve (if need be ) to force chrough al 
6X, even if the way were cover"d*with 
tibrns, -and Serpents ; and, fall back; fall 

, we muſt be gratefull till. Grateful for 
fake, O Lord, and grateful likewiſe'for 
bar own peculiar Intere{t, for it preſerves 
Pe > and gains us a new addition of 


"When I ſpeak in the praiſe of gratitude, I 
pleadethe cauſe both of God and man, for, 
iithout it, we can neither be Sociable, nor 
religious. There's a ſtrange delight in the 
yery purpoſe, and contemplation of it,as well 


ve my Benefactor 3; what is there in this 
World that I wonld not do to oblige & ſerye 
tim? "Where ] have not the means of a re- 
Fair "the very meditation of it is ſufficient. 


| fv the ation ; when I can ſay to my ſelf, 


Than is never the leſs an Artiſt, for not ha- 
'his'tools about him 3 or a muſitian, be- 
he wants his Fiddle : nor is he the leſs 

brave, becauſe his hands are bound or the 
worſe Pilot, for being upon dry ground. If 
Thave only a will to be gratefal,and the heart 

'perſever, I am (©, and-that's all thou re- 
quireſt O Lord ! Let me be upon the wheel ; 
Pander the hand of the Executioner ; let me 
Kkhurnt limb by limb, and: my whole body 
ſropping in the flames, a good Conſcience 
my. ſupports 
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ſapports me in all extreams : nay, it is com- 
fortable even in death it ſelf ;. for ,whegime 
come to approach that point, what carbdo 
we take to ſummon, and call to. minde:gll 
our Benefaftors, and the good: offices they 
have done us, that we may leave the, warld 
fairly, and fet our minds in order, this is the 
bare duty of good nature, and what common 
civility requires of us, how much .grenter 
then muſt our. care be to remember all.'the 
graces, and favours which We have receiy 
at thy bends O Lord, and to be grateful to 
thee accordingly ; or if we can't return thee 
thanks equal to the benefits which thou wert 
plcas'd to confer upon us, let us at leaſt he 
grateful to thee ſo far, as not to ſerve another 
Maſter, for whom thou haft an abhorrehce, 
as being quite contrary to thy divine Maxims. 

I have already produc'd ſufficient motives, 
and reafans to breed in our hearts a con- 
tempt of the World, fo odious to God, arid 
fo deftrutQive of our own Salvation; I have 
endeavoured as mach as I could, to wean 
our affeQions from it, and from all it's 
pelf, as well for being in themſelves vile, 
tranſitory, ' witable,  inconfiderable, and 
dangerous ; as for the frequent Inftryd- 
ons we have had fram thee, O Lord! to hate, 
deſpiſe, ,and canfider them as the mortal 


Enemys of our Salvation. 1 will now ” 
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this one reaſon, that tho* the World and 
il its: pleaſures and treaſures were real it1- 
deed, and of that great eſtimate ( as we make 
them ) yet we ſhould not love them, becauſe 
that thy love O' God, ſhould repleniſh our 
harts to that degree, 43s to leave no place 
foyany terrene or carnal affeQtion. 

It was 'thy command, Q Lord ! to the 
People:of Iſrael that they ſhould love thee 
withall their heart, with all their Soul, and 
rithall their powers, tho? they were not 
ſo mych- oblig*d to thee, as we are, having 
receiv*d! more favours and graces at thy 
hinds then ever they did ; and having alfo 
mire knowledge of thy goodneſs then they 
odld'ever attiin to 4 how then can we in 
mtitude admit of #ny other love ? How can 
«eaſt our eyes, or ſet our hearts upon the 
aratyre; when, ( had each of us a million of 
mitts) we ſhonld in juſtice conſecrate "tn 
21nto thee ? There's not a motive for 
winch thon-' art amiable bat deſerves a 
morfand wills, a thouſand loves, a thou- 
Bed 'Lives, all what-we are, ard all what we 
wre, or can prtend to in this World ;- Bur 
ive look upon all the titles and motives of 
we-which I Have already ſpoke of, ard 
frowhich we are indeſpenſably oblig'd to 
ee; how can we'in good Conſcience, 
whe 2ny thing beſides thee 2 If we conſider 
LIL feriouſl7 
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ſeriouſly the” multitude of thy -benefits/1ant 


the products of thy infinite love,” and'goods 
neſsto us, we ſhall be oblig'd to:confeſcrlut; 
had we as many hearts. as there; ave grains 
of Sand upon-the'Sea-ſhore;-or Atoms aw'tlie 
air, all would not be capable to: contain that 
great love which 'we owe unto. thee'z how 
then can I divide this one heart, which {have 
from thee, amongſt ſo many Creatures ?and 
yet this is a plague that follows ail mankinde; 
*is an evil that runs in the blood of all mar: 
tals, "tis the higheſt of Ingratitude, -whickis 
the common diſtemper of. this corruptiaage 
welive in; for ſome are ungrateful to their 
Country, and their Country no leſs ungrate- 
ful to others ; ſo that the complaint of:Jas 
gratitude reaches all Men : Does not theSon 
wiſh for the death of his Father ? the Huss 
band for that of his Wife ? &c. But whocan 
expect to finde gratitude in an age of ſo mas 
ny gaping, and craving Appetites, where:al 
People take, and none give ? In an Age of li- 
cenſe to all ſorts of vanity, and wickedneſs; 
as Luſt, Gluttony, Avarice, Envy, Ambit 
on, Sloth, Infolence, Levity, Contumacy 
Fear, Raſhnefs, private Diſcords, and pub- 
lick Evils,cxtravagant and groundleſs wiſhes, 
vain Confidence, ſickly affetions, fhameles 
Impiety, Rapine authoriz'd, and the - vial 
tion'of all things Sacred, and: prophane Ob- 
lizations 


5 Mo br tt dE Lo i 4 > 


” Ma” «as — _ ——— RM ITY — _ _ wy a th _— 


ad 
dit 
ary 
1s 
the 
nat 
on 
We 
nd 
ues 
Ore 
tis 
\2e 
Kir 
Ite- 
las 
0h 
U$> 
can 
Was 


Fi 


( 271) 


lyations are purſu'd with Sword and-Poiſon : 


Benefits are turn*d- into Crimes; and that 
blood |moſt ſeditiouſly fpilt,- for which every 
honeſt man-ſhould expoſe his: own; -Thoſe 
thathould be the preſervers-of their Coun- 
try; 'are the deſtroyers of it 5 and "tis matter 
efdignity to trample upon the Government ; 
the Sword gives the Law, and- Mercenaries 
take up arms againſt their Maſters. Among 
eſeturbulent, and unruly motions, what 
hope 'is there: of finding honeſty, or good 
Faith;-which 1s the life of all virtues? there 
i$not:a more lively Image of humane life,then 
that of a conquer'd City : There is neither 
Mercy, Modeſty, nor Religion ; and if we 
bfget our lives, we may well forget the. ob- 
bzxations we have to thee and all thy benefits 
1:But. let us conſider ſcriouſly the multitude 
and greatneſs of thy divine bleſſings, & deal 
nth thee even as one man does with another. 
The wiſe man ſays, that gifts break Rocks, 
and ſhall not thy divine benefits move a heart 
ofifleſh ? and if they can Real the hearts of the 
receivers (according to Solomon) how come 
wernot to be rob*d of our Souls by thee O 
Lotd.! For thou doſt not only give us thy 
Bfts, but alſo doſt beſtow thy ſelf upon us as 
aoſt precious treaſure. 1f we confider the 
Wnckits which we have receiv'd from thee in 
00:165 our 
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our Creation, they are as many as we have 
members of our dodys, and faculties of our 
Souls ; If thoſe of our Conſervation, they are 
equal in number to the diſtin& natures in 
Heaven and on Earth. The Elements, the Sun, 
the Moon, the Stars, and the whole Work 
were created for our preſervation, for with- 
out them we could not ſubfift 3 If we look 
upon the benefits of our Redemption, We 
ſhall bs eaſily convinc'd, that they are as m4- 
ny as there are eviis in Hell, from which we 
are happily deliver'd by thy Paſſion, and to- 
tal effuſion of thy moſt precious bloud. Thoſe 
of our Juſtification are no leſs in number theg 
re the Sacraments, which thou haſt inſtity- | 
ted to increaſe our Merits,and work the Saqs 
Aification of our Souls; then the Graces and 
Inſpirations which thou doſt ſhower dow 
into our hearts, and the divine Examples 
which thon haſt left us,& which ſhould invite 
usall to tread with a maſculine courage in the 
ſame paths which brought thee O Lord, into 
thine own glory. All theſe with thouſandsdf 
other benefits and obligations which we have 
receiv'd from thee, and by thy Creatures,cry 


tuam. Zxc. out unto us to love thee with all our heart, 


24. 26. 


ſures, But alas! We make nothing of allthy 


with all our Soul, with all our Powers, and 
to trample under - our feet this falfe World, | ; 
with all it's vanitys, trifles,& tranſitory ples | 


benefits Þ -* 


heſebts, .We give no ear toll thelr trys,but 
ather, will. love the World "and taft of its 
res -in.,as ample a meaſure as our for- 
mag. will afford us, wherein we ſeem to be 
yarle then" even the very” Heathens ; for 
$1fFides, tho”.he was reputed to be one of 
> greateſt Men of Athens, yet he was fo a- 
3d tothe Pomp and toys of the World, 
ind ſo affetted .to poverty, that he always 
yarga courſe broken garment, ſuffer'd Hun- 
xr. Cold, and Thirſt, not for any want of 
Res as, or friends to relieve him, but meerly 
or his own fagcyz - Zeno was nothing con- 
(&h'd when news was brought to him, that 
& bad loſt all. what he had in the World; 
hen An x4goras receiv'd the like news, 
lad no more then, if my Goods had' not 
F71h'd, .I had been undone.. Crates flung 
5 whole ſubſtance ;into_ the Sea, with this 
wpreſſion, It is better I drown you, then 
bu me. ' Diogenes bid adicu to all he had in 
eWorld, 2nd took nothing with him bur 
moodent diſh, and ſeeing by chance one 

nk out of the hollow of his hand, broks 
Wralfo. And {hall we refuſe to do in obe- 
ence to thy Commands, O Lord, & for the 

| Mitchaſe of an eternal weight of glory, what 
x freely, and gladly perform'd to pleaſure 

own fancies, and gain the repute of be- 

4 Philoſophers ? of Tg 6) _ 
= tude 


mino pro 
omn:bus 
qQuz retri- 
bair mihi. 
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yet we never think of what We ought todo 
for thee,nor how We ſhall expreſs our thank- 
fulneſs for ſuch and fo great benefits. This 
was the greateſt care that David took,and the 
ſole ſubject of his moſt ſerious conſideration, 
what ſhall I returg unto the Lord for all the 
favours which he has confirm'd upon me? 
But O bleſſed King and Prophet give meleave 


to ask thee what are thoſe favours ? ?Tistrue 


he has rais'd thee from the Station of a Shep- 
herd io the dignity of a King, He has enabl'd 
thee to encounter a Gant, and to get the bet- 
ter of him too, He has often protected thee 
againft the evil Spirit of Saul, and has pre- 
ſery'd tiy life from all the wicked and trea- 
cherous attempts he made to deſtroy thee; 
theſe are great obligations indeed, and de- 


ſerve thy grateful return ; but are nothing 


ro the benefits which we have receiv'd at his 
hands ; his love for us was ſo great that he 
ſufter*'d death to bring us to life everlaſting; 
and lefrunto us for food to our Souls, his 
moſt precious body and blood ; certainly 
theſe obligations areunſpeakable, and deſerve 
at leaſt that :fmall attonement of returning 


back unto him our Souls, hearts, and-bodys; 
for as we had them frem him,”tis our weighs 


(274) "7 


Quid rerri- tade never to be paralel'd! Tho" We * 
buam Do- thine by ſo many juſt titles, and thou haft 
given thy ſelf, and all what thou haſt unto ug, 
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obligation to let him have them agaia en- 
Hey, and free from any love to the World; 
or affe&tion to the Creatures ; ſo that We are 
toaccount our ſelves now and evermore, as 
nk- | only his, and not our. own; conſequently, 
his | Weare not to debaſe our love by placing it 
the | upon any worldly objeQ, but to ſettle it whol- 
ion, | 1y upon him alone. 

the | . And really if we coniider ſeriouſly the infi- 
nite love which thou haſt for us, O Lord; 
ve | We ſhall finde that we have no love left to 
true |. beſtow - either upon the World, or any ter- 
iep- | rene obje, no, nor upon our ſelves; for 
bl4 | We muſt know that love conſiſts in action, 
bet- | and the more it aQs or ſuffers, the greater is 
thee | the perfeQtion thereof ; now great then -muſt 
pre- | thy love be O Lord, being thou haſt wrought 
rea- | ſuch Stupendious works for our Salvation, & 
ee; | {till doſt continue to work the like for our 
 de- | preſervation ; the Sun, the Moon, and the gr; 
hing | Sars have their being from thee O Lord, up- whjcciſti. 
t his | 0n our account, it was meerly for our fake ſub pedi- 
t he | thou haſt created them. It was for our loye ®** wr 
ng; | thou haſt brought out of nothing what won- _ ——_ 
bis] ders of nature we ſee dayly before our eyes 3/ſas ioſu- 
inly | that fo great, and ſo beautiful a diverſity of per & pec- 
erve | Woriferous flowors, of ſweet herbs, of deli- ©972 Cam 
ning | Atcfruit, of fine Trees, andall other vari- ON Coli 
Iys; | ties which the Earth produces ; It was by & piſces 
gh--[-thy orders, and for our entertainment and maris. _ 
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comfort : Do we not ſee how the Corn grows 


our cloathing, and all Beaſts are left to our 
diſpoſing ? thou haſt alſo order*d the very 

Rocks to open their boſoms and refreſh ns 

with their Springs; and not only the Earth 

ſupplys us with all it's productions ; but alſo 

all other Elements are $9 many ſtore-houſes 

to ſupply our wants, the Sea, the Rivers & 

Brooks have orders from thee to ſupply us 

with fiih,the Air with fowl, and the fire with 

heat. Nay,the very Angels have their under- 
ſtanding from thee with that obligation to 

_ both at home and abroad. If patience bea tri- 
Uavic dere Al Of love, where ſhall we finde ſo great an ex- 
vr cuſtodi- ample of that heavenly virtue, as thou haſt 
antrein ſhowntothe World in thy moſt bloody palli- 
omnibus on and cruetdeath for us poor,miſerable,and 
| ?/=55.13, wretched Sinners, and alſo in thy moſt graci- 
ous forbearance with us, as often as we tran{- 

greſs thy Laws, and rebell againſt thy ſelf. 

Ifa King, after his Vaſlals had a thouſand 

times attempted to murther him, ſhould not 

only pardon them, but alſo continue ſtill to 

Rurſim Heap his favours & treaſures upon them, cer- 


tes Chri- 


_— then to ſay of thy love, O Lord, who ſuffer- 


veſtris. eſt us inceflantly to crucify thee, our Cred-* 


for to feed us, how the wool encreaſes for 


crucifiger-tainly We would conclude that his love for. 
them was exceſlive great, what ought We. 


preſerve and prote&t us from all diſaſters 


— 
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thr, our Redeemer, and glorious King, yet 
thou art ſtill Glent,and the exceſs of thy love 
ſets a top to the current of thy Juſtice. O 


Lord ſys the Prophet royal, what 1s man that 
thou art mindeful of him: but I may add, 


Lord, what is man that the Holy Trinity q,;4 .q 
muſt have ſo great a love for him ? Tho E- homo 
ternal Father delivers up iato the hands of his quod me- 
mortal enemies his only and dearly beloved 22 <5 


Son toſuffer the moſt bitter death of the 
Croſs for our Redemption. The Son leaves 
unto us his Real Body and Blood under the 
ſpecies of Bread and Wine to comfort, and 
| ſtrengthen our Souls againſt all the remptati- 


onsand ſnares of the Devil; and the Father 
ind tho Son together ſend us the Holy Ghoſt, 


by whoſe grace We are made partakers of 


thy divine nature : can there be imagin'd a 


eJus.Pſ.8.5 


Divinz na 
rurzZz Con- 


more intenſe, more real, or more tender ſyrres ee 
love then this ? 1f the right payment of love, cimur, 


muſt belove, and that in an equal meſure too, 
bow ſhall we be able to requite thy love ;.-it's 
out of our power, unleſs thou wilt 

tepleas'd to accept of our offer to have no 
more-love but for thee, no will but thine, and 
lorequite thy great love with an ardent love 
for all good works, anda virtuous 


| life; for thou art not content we ſhould only 


ethoe with our tongues, no, thou dolt re- 


T 3 Lord, 


Freden! thoſe, who cry unto thee, Lord, 


2 Pet. 1 «4 
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Lord, and do not what thou commandeft: ' 


We muſt therefore love thee in al! fincerity, 
we muſt ſuffer for thee, and make thee pat- 
take of all what we have that 1s good, or may 
be pleaſing unto thee, We mult loye thee tru» 


ly, who ſo much loved us; we muſt reſolve : 


to trample the world under our feet, and ab 
ſo (if occaſion be) to loſe honour, wealth,ant 
pleaſures, rather then decline from thy love; 
but that we may the better perform our re- 
ſolution, let us know from thee, 'O Lord 
what the World is; and how dangerous it1 
to beſtow our afteQions upon it. | 


SAVIOUR. 


Man ! thou muſt never repute him hap- 
O py that depends upon 'the World for 
his happineſs 3 for nothing'can be morepre- 
poſterous then to place the good of a reaſon- 
able Creature in unreaſonable things, and yet 
aSitisa common miſtake to account thoſe 
neceſſary that are ſuperfluous, ſo t is altoge- 
ther as common with men to depend upon 
the \v orld for the felicity of life, whichariſc 
only from virtue, Thereis no truſting toits 
ſmiles,no more then there is to a calme at Sa, 


which will ſwell and rage in a moment, ſo that bo 
the Ships are ſwallow'd up at night, int} ** 


— 


very place where they ſported themſelves | } 
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T the morning, The world has the ſame power 


over Princes, that it has over Empires ; over 
Nations,that it has over Cities ; and the ſame 
power over Cities, that it has over private 
men. Where's that Eſtate that may not be 
follow'd upon the heel with Famine,and Beg- 
gery ? That Dignity, waick the next moment 
may not be laid in the duſt ? that Kingdom 
that is ſecure from deſolation and ruine. 

The burning of Lyozs may ſerve as a Pre- 
ident to ſhew that nothing can be ſafe, or ſta- 
ble in this World, it may likewiſe teach men 
to ſtand upon their guard,and arm themfelves 
againft all ſurpriſes. The terror of it mult 
needs be great, for the calamity is almoſt 
without example. If it had been fir'd by an 
Enemy, the flame would have left ſome far- 
ther miſchief to be done by the Soldiers ; but 
to be wholly conſum'd, was a prodigious ac- 
adent ! and perhaps an Earthquake fo per- 
micious as that, was never heard of : ſo ma- 
ty rarities to be deſtroy'd in one night; 
and in a profound peace to ſuffer an outrage 
beyond the extremity of war, who would 
telieveit ? but twelve hours betwixt fo fair 
{City and none at all : It was laid in aſhes in 
ks time then it would require to tell the ſto- 
I}, That the Inhabitants ſhould ſtand unſhas 
| kenin ſuch a calamity is hardly to be expect+ 
fl; and their wonder could not but be equal 


i at to 


oy 


4 


( 280) 


to their grief. This diſmal accident ſhould 


teach all men to'provide againſt the poſlibili- 
ties, that fall within the Power of ſo cruel 
an Enemy, as is the World ;. for this Tyrant 
haying all external things under his dominiog 
will ſometimes ſmile at poor Silly Mortals, & 
invite them to taſt of his pleaſures, and & 
nother while, he will turn them off with a 


frown, and deſtroy them. with miſckiefs 


whereof they are to ſeek for the Author. No 
time, place, or condition is excepted from 
his Tyranny ; he makes their very pleaſnres 
Painful to them, and makes: War upon them 
in the depth of Peace ; he turns the means of 
their Security into an . occaſion of fear : he 
turns a Friend into an Enemy, and makes a 
mortal Foe of a deer Companion - his Slaves 
ſhall be ſure to ſuffer the effe&ts of War with- 
out any Adverfary.; and rather then fajl,cven 


their felicity ſhall be. the fatal cauſe of their | 


utter deſtruQtion.. _ ,- » | 

 Lefd they ſhould either forget, or neglett 
his power ; every day produces ſomething 
extraordinary. He perſecutes the moſt tem- 
perate with ſickneſs ; the ſtrongeſt conſtitu- 
tion with the Priſick ; he brings the Innocent 
to puniſhment, and the moſt retir'd be 
aflaulrs with tumults. Thoſe Glorys which 
hive grown up with many Ages, with infinit 
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of many Avſpicious providences, one day 


 ſatters, and brings to nothing. He that pre- 
- ponnc'd a day, nay an hour ſufficient for the 


deſtruftion of the greateſt Empire, might 
have fallen to a moment. Jt were ſome com- 
fort yet to the frailty of mankind, and of 
humane affairs, if things might but decay 
ſlowly as they riſe, but they grow by de- 
frees, and they fall to ruine in an Inſtant. 
There is no true felicity to be expected from 
the World in either private or publick affairs. 
Men, Nations, and Citys have all their fates, 
and periods : Their very entertainmeats are 
not without terror, and their calamity riſes 
where they leaſt expected it. Thoſe King- 
domes which ſtood the ſhock both of For- 
reign Wars, and Civil, come to deſtruction 
Kithout the ſight of an Enemy. A man may 
beſafe to day, and happy in the love of his 


| Country, but to morrow he may be in trou- 


ble, and caſt either into Priſon, or Baniſh- 
ment : To day, in pleaſure, peace, health ; 
to morrow broken upon the wheel ; Ikd in 
Triumph one day, and the next in the Agony 
of a mortal Sickneſs. What the World gives 
this day, he may take the next ; and he that 
truſts to his favours, ſhall either finde him- 
ſlfdeceiv'd or if he be not, he will at leaſt 
be troubl'd becauſe he has but. fallible means 
todepend upon. He throws his gifts _— 
_ ,* 6 


his ſlaves; and they ( ſilly Souls ) ſweat and. 
ſcuffle for them ; never confidering how 
few are the better for that which was expe- 
ed by all. Some arc tranſported with what 
they get; others tormented for what they 
miſs, and many times there's a Leg or an 
Arm broken, or a man killed in a conteſt 
for a thing of no more value then a counter, 
He gives them Honours, Riches, & Favours, 
only to take them away again ; either by 
violence, or treachery, ſo that they frequent- 
ly return to the damage of the receivers. Hz 
throws out baits for them, and ſets traps, as 
they do for Birds and Beaſts 3 his bountys 
are ſnares, and Limetwigs to them ; They 
( poor Souls ) think they have taken a great 
prize, but they are themſelves taken. If what 
Riches, Pleaſures, or Dignitys the World 
gives had any thing in them that were ſub- 
Rantial, they would ſame time or other fill, 
and quiet the receivers ; but they ſerve only 
to provoke their Appetite, without any 
thing to allay it, unleſs Pomp, and oſftentati- 
on. In fine, this I conclude upon ; that the 
Empire of the World is but imaginary, and 
that whoſoever ſerves it, makes himſelf a 
voluntary flave ; the beſt; and ſafeft courſe 
that men can take to exempt themſelyes from 
the tyranny and flavery thereof, is to be 
neither dejeted with his injurys, nor ay 


( 253) 
yith his flattery, and favours. When Zeyo 
was told that all his ſubſtance was drown- 
ed ; why then, ſays he,the World has a mind 
to moke me a Philoſopher. Tis a great mat- 
ter for a man to advance his minde aboye his 
threats, or flatteries ; for he that has once got- 
ten the better of him, i is ſafo for ever ; and to 
come to this point, all mortals ſhould follow 
the dictates of the Wiſe, for the things that 
arealways contemn'd by them, are really de- 
ſpicable, and vain in themſelves. 

Solomon was abſolutely the wiſeſt Prince 


that ever appear'd upon the Stage of this 


World,and the moſt experienc'd in the Peace, 
Proſperity, Riches and Glory thereof. All 
the Potentates and crown'd Heads of the 
Farth thought themſelves happy for ever,had 
they but the Honour to behold his Face, to 
hear him ſpeak, and be eye-witneſſes of his 
wiſdom and renown'd felicity. The Riches, 
the Pleaſures,& treaſures of all other Princes, 
(were they all collected in a heap ) would 
be nothing to his : for he had yearly 
vix hundred Sixty Six Talents of Gold, beſide 
what Tribute he had pai'd unto him anually 


by'the Kings of Arabia, and other Princes - 


As for Silver, it was as plentiful with him,as , 
Stones are with the Mountaineers : his Plate 
and Jewells were without number : His 
Throne was ſupported 1 with ſeveral figures 
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of Lions, and other Beaſts, all made of nuf. 
five gold. His Apparel and Armour were a 
precious, as they were numerous ; ke had all 
the Kings, from the Philiſtines River unto 
Egipt at his beck to ſerve him when everhe 
had occaſion to command them. He had forty 
thouſand Saddle-horſes in his Stables, and 
twelve thouſand Chariots, and threeſcore 
thouſand horſes with double their number 
of furniture to uſe upon occaſion; He had two 
hundred Spears all of Gold, each valu'd at fix 
hundred Crowns in gold, and three hundred 
bucklers guilt each with three hundred crowns 
of gold. He had every day ſpent in his houſe 
one thouſand nine hundred thirty and ſeven 
Quarters of Meal and Flower ; thirty Oxcn 
With an hundred Wethers, befides all ſorts of 
Foul and Veniſon to a vaſt quantity, He had 
ſeven hundred Wires that were his Queens, 
and three hundred Concubines beſides : yet 
after all this Earthly Wealth,Pleaſures, Trca- 
ſures, and even what his heart could deſire, 
this was his feeling of them,vanitas vanitatun, 
& onnia vanitas : vanity of vanities, 'and all 


* Is but vanity, by which S.Ferome underſtands 


the greatneſs of his vanity, which was indeed 
above all vanities that may - be devis'd. And 


In c.1. Ecc, Solomon himſelf confirms it by feveral Exam 


Ibid. 


ples, and by his own experiment too - I have, 
lays he, been King in Jeralalem, and deter- 
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fin'd by my wiſdom to ſeek out the nature 
of all things, and have ſeen, that all under 
the Sun, are meer vanitys and affliction of 
rit. I ſaid in my heart, I will go and 2- Cap. :t. 

hound in all delights, and in every pleaſure | 
that can be had, or thought of; and 1 ſaw 

that this was alfo yanity. I took great works 152. 
in hand, made great Palaces, Sumptuous 

Houſes, ceſily Stables, Strong Towers, Plea- 

ant Rampanes, vaſt Vineyards, delicate Gar- 
dens ful of fine Flours and all forts of herbs 
that can be nam'd, great Orchards planted 
with all kinde of Trees : I made my Fiſh- 


| ponds to water my Trees : I had a great 


rain of Servants Men and Women, and a nu- 
nerous Family, great herds of Cattle far be- 
jond all that ever my Predeceſlors were ma- 
ſers of in Jeruſalem. I brought into my own 
Treaſury the Gold and Silver, the Riches and 
kwels. of all my neighbouring Kings and 
Pinces. 1 had a vaſt number of Muſicians and 
ingers, both of Men and Women, wherein 
tt Children of men do place their chiefeſt 
light. I had a great many artificial curious 
ad coſtly Cups to drink Wine z 1» fine what- 
mer things my Eyes and Heart could fancy, 
was ont of hand provided for them, I did 
ever reſtrain them from taking their plea- 
lares: But when 1 came to reflect ſeriouſly 
"th my ſeif upon alb my actions, and _ 

wherein 
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wherein I had taken ſo much labonr and toil 
both in minde and body ; I made this con. 
cluſion and firmly believe that all was va- 
nity, and affliction of minde. Job was like- 
wiſe a moſt wiſe and holy man, he was per- 
fe& and upright in all his ways, He was a 
man that fear*d God, & eſchew'd, all evil, 
there were born unto him ſeven .Sons and 
three Daughters whorthe had educated in 
the fear and love of Godz His ſubſtance was 
ſeven thouſand ſheep, three hundred Camels, 
five hundred yoke of Oxen, five hundred ſhe- 
Aſſes, a vaſt treaſure of. Gold and Silver, 
abundance of Plate, ,and Houſhold-ſtuff, a 
numeroms Family ; 7: fine, he was the richeſt 
and moſt powerful of all the Men of the Eaſt, 
yet in a moment he was made the pooreſt, 
and the moſt afflicted of all mankinde. He 
was reduc'd to that extremity, that his dea- 
reſt Friends would not abide the ſight of him; 
thus was he caſt out of doors, and forc'd to 
Iye upon a dunghil ; where he makes this ſad 
complaint, which is enough to breed 1n the 


| hearts of all mankinde a continual abhor- 


rence of the World, and all its allurements. 
How long; fays he, to his falſe and diſſem- 
bling Friends, will ye vex my. Soul, and 
break me in pcices with words ? Theſe ten 
times have ye reproached me: You are n0t 
aſham'd that. you make your ſelves ſtrange 9 
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me. And be it indeed that I have err'd, 
mine errour remains with my ſelf. If indeed 
ye will magnify your ſelves againſt me, and 
plead againſt me my reproach : Know now 
that God has permitted the World, and the 
Devil to overthrow me, and compaſs me 
with their nets Behold I cry out of wrong, 
but I am not heard ; I cry out aloud, but 
there's no Judgment. They have fenc*d up 
my way that I cart paſs, and have ſet dark- 
neſs in my paths. They have ſtript me of all 
my ſubſtance wherein I glori'd, and have 
taken the Crown from my head 3 They have 
alſo deſtroy'd me on every fide, and have put 
my Brethren far from me, and made my ac- 
quaintance even eſtranged from me; ſo that 
my Relations have fail'd me, and my fami- 
lar Friends have forgotten me. They that 
dwell in my houſe Ridicule me, and my 


{| maids count me for a Stranger, I am an Alien 


n their fight. I call'd my Servant, and he 
aveme no anſwer; I entreated him with 
8 mnch humility as poſſible, and he rebuk'd 
me. My Breath 1s loathſome co my Wife, 
and tho* I intreatzed her for the Childrens 
kke begotten of my body, yet fhe would 
not come near me. Nay, even young Chil- 
dren deſpiſe me ; 1 aroſe and they ſpake 
ainſt me. All my inward Friends abhorr?d 
tie; and they whom I lov?'d,. are turn'd a- 


gainſt 


.-, C8998), :., 
gainſt me. O man ! can there be a preater 
motive to hate and abhor the World, to de- 
ſpiſe ic's pleaſures, to make nothing of. it's 
allurements, and never to confide,. or place 
any truſt in it's falſe and diſlembling friend- 
ſhip, then to ſee how Tyger-like, they all 
combine together to work the utter de 
ſtruction of this poor, innocent, and harm- 
leſs Prince who was ſeen one day to: be the 
moſt opulent, the moſt famous, and the moſt 
reſpetted of all Men, of his Age, and. on the 
fame day to be made a poor, loathſom, craſy 
and deſpicable creature, caſt out of doors, 
and laid upon a dunghil all full of Ulcers 
from head to foot, abandon'd by his Wife, 
by all his Friends, by hjs Servants,. and c» 
yen by thoſe friends who made up their 
fortunes under him, and for whom: he had 
as great a kindneſs, as a Father conld haye 
for his Children. | 

But alas ! to ſee Friends and Favourites {6 
much eſtrang'd, and ſo ungrateful to their 
chief BenefaQours is no novel:y, "cis of a 
ancient a date as is, in a manner, the Crea- 
tion of the World ; was not Cain ſo ungrate- 
ful and treacherous to his Brother Abel, as 
to invite him into the Fields under the noti- 
on of kindneſs, but really, and with an abſo- 
lute deſign to murther him, as it fell our, for 
being jealous of his proſperity, and of kis 
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" F heing more in my favour then himſelf; he 

madean end of his life in that very place, 

where Abel thought to meet with his pleaſure, 

And was not this ſame Cain murther'd by 

his own Grandchild Lamech, to let all people 5epry- 
know that ſuch treacherous proceedings will plum ukid 
have their dne puniſhment at laſt, and that 4abitur de 
they ſhall be chaſtis'd in the ſame manner as COR 
they have offended me. If the ingratitude of yero ſep- 
Brothers and Friends be ſo diſplealing to me tuagies 

3 to deſerve my indignation and wrath in ſo {*pries.Gen 
higha meaſure, what ſevere puniſhment muſt a 
Children expect that are ungrateful, and cru- a 
ell to their Parents. Read in the book of Ge- per hac & 
hes afflictions were heap'd upon Chain pM 
r being ſo ungrateful to Noah the Juſr,wlao __ 
"3s his Father;z and the Saviour of all man- &us Cha- 
kinde too, After the Deluge was. over z he aaan ſer- 
planted a Vineyard, and he drank of the Yus fervo- 
' IVine to that Exceſs that he lay uncover'd {1-10 
@ vithin his Tent, and when this Char# his ſuis. Gens 
ir. | ounger Son beheld his nakedneſs,he laug h'd, 9-25. 

Wi [anne the good old Man; who no ſooner 
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a. Is awake ( and diſcerning what Chaz had 
e [One ) but was extreamly mov'd, and in the 
2s |ttergeſs of his heart, he gave hin) his male- 
;. {{Ution, which fell ſoon after upon him, and 
dntinu'd ſucceſſively to his whole generation. 
.Abſoloi eame to be ſo great a Monſter to his 
her ; that he rebell'd againſt himgbrought 
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the greateſt part of the Natipn into his fati- 
on, and march'd towards hh with a refoly- 
tion to deprive him both of his Life and Scep- 
ter ; what a deplorable condition was the 
Father brought to, when he ſaw his own 
dearly beloved Son, and all his ſubjects in 
arms againft him : Himſelf left alone with a 
few Friends that ſtood by him, baniſh'd from 
his Palace, reviPd by his Subjets, calPd a 
thouſand Rogues, Stones flung at his head, 
Shall this affliction from a Son to ſo good a 
Father, remain without puniſhment ? no, 
Talit Joab ,43/olor”s heart ſhall be pierc'd through with 
Tn as many lances as he created diſturbances in 
ſra, &in- the Kingdom, and ſorrow to his Father ; and 
fixireas in this puniſhment ſhall be perform'd by the 


folom. 


2 Reg.18. : "= 
14. 5 fortune. Augnſtus was a moſt gracious Prince? 


ces for the ſo careful of the-welfare of his Subjes, that 
_ they kad, no leſs, then reaſon, to think them- 
s he ; 
diſturbeq Telves moſt happy. under his Government, 
the Nation for he kept them in peace with all the World, 
ſo that they could trade both far and near 
without any fear of being moleſted, or their 
Ships ir: danger of being taken by any Enemy, 
in their voyages abroad, or coming home; 
he gave them as much of their Liberty as they 


could reaſonably expe&, and as much free- 


corde Ab- deareſt of all his friends, which of neceſſity _ 
muſk; be an extream addition to his great mis-,| 


Three 1an- when he had the power in his own hand ; and 


as SEP roi obs i.e aro-we is on 


18 


(291) 


"dom; and Priviledge as their hearts could de- 


fire, but.they (Wgrateful Wretches ) kick'd 
at all his kindenefs, and reſolv'd inhumanely 
torebell againſt him ; and who muſt be the 
thief head of their Faction, bat Ca, a man 
ſomuch indebted to Azugsftus for his manifold 
farours conferr'd upon him, and above all o- 
ther kindneſles, for giving him his life, which 
he had before forfeited upon fuch another 
wicked action - The deſign was laid, and ore 
der'd that Cimma with two more of his Cort- 
federates . ſhould invite Auguſtus into his 
Chariot, and when he was therein, to deliver 
him unto his mortal Enemies, or murther him 

in the very place, If he had made any reſiſt- 

ance : but another circumſtance which does 


weravate his ingratitude to the higheſt pitch, 
that when he had one hand extended to 
cribe unto this horrid Plot .againft his 
; he had another ready to receive more of 
5favours, for at the ſame time Augn?us5 
"made him.a Conſul, - which was an honour 
(as he confeſs*d himſelf) he dnrſ not fo much 
8 defire, What ſhall I ſay ofthe monſtrous 
npratitude of Brutvs againſt ſo good a friend, 
ad Father too, as Julins C afar was to him;for 
i was not only content to heap honours and 
Upnities upon him, but did adopt him for 
tis own Son, and Heir apparent toall his 
worldly wealth, this ſo extraordinary a kind- 
X u 2 nefs 
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the greateſt part of the Natipn into his faRi- 
on, and march*d towards hM with a refoly- 
tion to deprive him both of his Life and Sce 
ter ; what a deplorable condition was the 
Father brought to, when he ſaw his own 
dearly beloved Son, and all his ſubjeats in 
arms againft him : Himſelf left alone with a 
few Friends that ſtood by him, baniſh*'d from 
his Palace, reviPd by his Subje&s, calPd a 
thouſand Rogues, Stones flung at his head. 
Shall this affliction from a Son to ſo good a 
Father, remain without puniſhment ? no, 
Tulit Joab 4bſolor”s heart ſhall be pierc'd through with 
Ow as many lances as he created diſturbances in 
ima, &in- he Kingdom, and ſorrow to his Father ; and 
fixireas in this puniſhment ſhall be perform'd by the 
corde Ab= deareſt of all his friends, which of neceſſity 
_ muff be an extream addition to his great mis-, 
2.18. . Tx: 
14. fortune. Auguſtus was a moſt gracious Prince 
Three lan- when. he had the power in his own hand ; and 
ces for the ſo careful of the-welfare of his Subjeas, that 
-—o_ ne they had, no leſs, then reaſon, to think them- 
difturtes ſelves moſt happy. under his Government, | (a 
the Nation for he kept them in peace with all the World, | © « 
ſo that they could trade both far and near | E 
without any fear of being moleſted, or their 
Ships in danger of being taken by any Enemy, 
in their voyages abroad, or coming home; 
he gave them as much of their Liberty as they 


could reaſonably expe&, and as much free- 
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T Jo, and Priviledge as their hearts could de- 


fre, but. they (Wgrateful Wretches ) kick'd 
at all his kindenefs, and reſolv'd inhumanely 
torebell againſt him ; and who mnſt be the 
thief head of their Faction, bat Cinma, a man 
ſomuch indebted to Azugaftus for his manifold 
farours conferr'd upon him, and above all o- 
ther kindneſfſes, for giving him his life, which 
he had before forfeited upon fuch another 
wicked action : The deſign was laid, and ore 
der'd that Cimma with two more of his Cort- 
federates . ſhould invite Auguſtus into his 
Chariot, and when he was therein, to deliver 
him unto his mortal Enemies, or murther him 

in the very place, If he had made any reſiſt - 

ance : but another circumſtance which does 


weravate his ingratitude to the higheſt pitch, 
that when he had one hand extended to 
cribe unto this horrid Plot -againft his 
; he had another ready to receive more of 
5favours, for at the ſame time Augnus 
made him.a Conſul, - which was an honour 
(as he confe(s*d himſelf ) he dnrſt not fo much 
8 defire, What ſhall I ay ofthe monſtrous 
gratitude of Brutvs againſt ſo good a friend, 
nd Father too, as Julins Ceſar was to him;for 
te was not only content to heap honours and 
Upnities upon him, but did adopt him for 
tis own Son, and Heir apparent toall his 
worldly wealth, this ſo extraordinary a kind- 
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neſs ſhould move the heart eyen of the great: 
eſt of Tyrants to lay downs life in defence 
of ſo good a friend, yet it was not able to 
mollify the ſtony heart of Brutzs,' for he was 
the very firſt that approach'd hin! with his 
naked dagger to give him his mortal wound 
in the very Senate-houſe. Theſe and ſeveral 
other ſuch miſcariages tarniſh'd the Luſtre of 
their glorious aftions, and forc*d me to re- 
move their Empire into another Nation, 
which is already come to be as treacherous & 
ungrateful, in a manner to me as the Romans 
have been one to another * for I ſee they have 
combin'd with my Enenmees to afflict and op- 
preſs my Members upon Earth, and leſſen 
the beauty and immnniry of my Church-milt 
tant: Theſe are crimes far exceeding the 
falſhood, and treachery of the Romans , be- 
cauſe they were Heathens,without any know- 
ledge of my infinite Attributes, of my Su- 
prean? Majeſty, of my omnipotent power, 
and alſo were depriv'd of the light of grace, 
which are the eminent favours I have impart» 
ed to them;but I ſee they turn them all tothe 
wrong uſe ;5which certainly will riſe in Judg- 
ment againſt them in the dreadful day of my 
viſitztion.But alas ! Intereſt is the only friend- 
fhip of the World ;- and where 'it is not to 
be had,. there's no favour, no, nor common 


civility to be ſhown. O Ungrateful wan | 
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Woeis he thag will ſettle his affectionsupon 
thee after all theſe convincing Preſidents of 
thy moſt horrid baſene(s. Now, Man ! let me 
hear thee diſcourſe of its falſhood, and vani- 
ties: and give me an account of what my | 
Doors and able Divines ſay of it. 


M AN. 


Moſt Gracious Saviour ! thou haſt 
throughly convinc®d me of the falſ- 
hood and vanitys of the World, and haſt ſaid 
as much of its tranſitory pleaſures as is able 
to breed in the hearts of all men. ,an everlaſt- 
Ing abhorrence of them, but becauſe thou de- 
feſt to hear what the DoCtours, and the able 
Divines of thy Church ſpeak of *em, I will 
begin to relate thy beloved Diſciples opinion 
ofthem ; he tells me in the firſt place, that 1 Joan. 2. 
nhoſoever hates his Brother is ia Darkneſs, 19,11. &c- 
and walks in darkneſs, and knows not whe- 
ther he goes, becauſe that darkneſs has blind- 
« his eyes ; and this | think is ſufficientto re- 
train the malice, hatred, and mortalanimo- 
lities, which Chriſtians have one againſt ano- 
ther : In the ſecond place, he earneſtly in- 
treats us all not to love the World, neither. 
things that are in great eſteem with the 
World, and the reaſon he gives for it,is, that 


f any loye the world, or itsallurements, the 
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love of thy Celeſtial Father is not in his heart: 
for all that is in the World, 1s the Luft of 
the fleſh, the luſt of theeyes, and the pride of 
life, with their attendants, and ſeveral bran- 
ches, which thy Father hates mortally, and 
therefore if We pretend tobe of the happy 
number of his Children, We muſt be of his 
minde ; anddeclare by our aCtions the mor- 
tal hatred we bear them ; and eſpecially be- 
cauſe the World paſles away, and the luſt 
thereof; but he that does thy will, (which'is 
the fame with that ofthy Father) abides for 
ever. wy - 6 
To begin with the luſt of the fleſh, I muſt 
ſneak of the pleaſures of the Palate, which is 
one of the moſt dangerous -branches thereof; 
for it deals-with us like the Egiptian Thieves, 
that Strangle thoſe they imbrace. I muſt con- 
feſs that I anr amaz'd to hear of the Luxury 
of Nomentanus and *Apicins, that entertain 
their very Souls in the: Kitchen ; they had 
the choiceſt muſick for their ears, the moſt 
diverting ſpectacles for their eyes ; the chol- 
ceſt variety of meats,and drinks for their Pa- 
lates, and what was all that but a merry mad- 
neſs ? 'Fis true they had their delights but 
not without heavy and anxious thoughts, e- 
ven in their very enjoyments ; befides that, 
they are follow'd with repentance, and thei ; 
very fralicksare little more then the laughs | 
a | ts |. 
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ter of ſo many people out of their Wits: 
Their felicities are full of diſquiet, and nei- 
ther ſincere, nor well grounded; but they 
haveneed of one pleaſure to ſupport another. 
and of new prayers to forgive the errors of 
their former. Their life muſt needs be wretch- 
ed, that get with great pains, what they 
keep with greater. One diverſion overtakes 
another : hope excites hope : Ambition be- 
gets ambition ; ſo that they only change the 
matter of their miſeries, without feeling any 
end of them,and ſhall never be withonr proſ- 
perous, or unhappy cauſes of diſquter. What 
If body might have all the pleaſures in the 
world for the asking ? who would fo much 
unman himſelf, as by accepting of them, to 
deſert his Soul, and become a perpetual Slave 
to his Senſes ? Thoſe falſe and miſerable Pa- 
lates that Judge of meats by the price and dif- 
ficulty, not by the healthfulneſs, and taſt , 
they vomit, that they may eat, and they eat 
that they may fetchit up again. They croſs 
the Seas: for rarities, and when they have 
ſwallow'd them,they will not ſo much as give 
oy leave to digeſt. 

ut what was the end of that Apicius ? of 
that corrupter of youth, and plague of the 
Age he liv'd in'? after he had ſpent a prodi- 
us fortune' upon his belly, he poyſon'd 
Wifelf for fear of ſtarving, when' he had 
mn u 4 250000, 
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250000. Crowns in his Coffters ; which may 
ſerve to ſhew us, that it 1s the minde,and nvt 
the Summ that makes any man rich: But why 
do ] call that poiſon, which was the whol- 
ſomeſt draught of his life ? his -dayly glutto- 
ny was Poiſon rather , both to himſelf and 
others. His oſtentation of it was intollerable; 
and ſo was the infinite pains he took to miſ- 
lcad others by his example, who went faſt e- 
novgh of themſelves without driving. 

It is indeed a horrid ſhame for a- reaſona- 
ble man to place his felicity in thoſe enter- 
tainments, and appetites that are ſtronger in 
Brutes. Do not Beaſts eat with a far better 
ſtomach ? have they not more ſatisfaction in 
their Luſts ? and they have not only a quicks 
er reliſh of their pleaſures, but - they enjoy 
them without..either ſcandal or remorſe. If 
ſenſuality were: happineſs, - Beaſts were hap- 
pier then Men ; but humane felicity is lodg' 
in the Soul, not in the Fleſh. They that de-. 
liver themſelves -up to Luxury, are ſtill e-' 
ther tormented with too little, or: glutted' 
with too much ;. and equally - miſerable, by: 
being either deſerted,or overwhelm'd : They 
are like men in a dangerous Sea.; one while: 
caſt dry upon a Rock,and another while ſwal- 
low'd up in a whirl-pool ; and all this from 
the ' miſtake of not diſtinguiſhing - good 
from evil. The Huntſman that. with = 
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hour, and hazard takes a wild beaſt, runs as 

great a risque afcerwards in the keeping of 

him ; for many'times he tears out the throat 

ofhis Maſter 3 and ?tis the ſame thing with 

inordinate pleaſures ; the more in number, 

and the greater they are, the more general 

and abſolute a: Slave 1s the Servant of them. 

Let Mortals ſay- what they: will of him, and 

let the common People pronounce him as 

happy as they pleaſe, he pays his liberty for 

his -delights, and ſells himſelf for what he 

buys. But who mult be the Purchaſer ? Who? 

but the Devil that plays the Hoſt in this 4mos r. 

world, and will ſerve them at an inch with 7. 2» 

what delights or pleaſures they delire, but 

will be ſure to write up all in his black book, 

and take an exaCt account bhereof at the day of 

their death, then he will not fail to bring in 

the whole reckoning, and charge them with 

al ;- their mirth ſhall be then chang'd into 

mourning and lamentation, and if they be 

not able co make atonement, and diſcharge 

tzeir accounts, they ſhall hear, to their eter- 

al ſorrow, -thisthy dreadful Sentence, look Quan:um 

bow much they have taken of their delights, in deliciis 

þ much torment do you lay upon them. : Kon an 
Awiſe and. diſcreet Traveller, when he jj 0. 

Omes into an Ina, tho? his Hoſt ſhould ſet mentum. 

fore him moſt rare and delicate meats, to 4pv. 18. 

Wnquet at his pleaſure z yet he will forbear, 

KS ; an 
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and reſtrain his appetite meefly in conſidere. ], 
tion of the price, and of the journey he has |, 
to go; and takes nothing but ſo much as he |; 
knows well how to diſcharge the next mory. 
ing at his departure ;z on the contrary a fo! 
will lay hands on every dclicate bit that is |, 
preſented to his ſight, he will a& the Prince |, 
for a night or two - but next day whed it |,,1 
. comes to be diſcharg'd, he is ſorry for whit |, 
he had done, and would wiſh he had liv'd on- |, 
ly upon bread and water, rather then be put {;;, 
to that vexation and diſgrace too, as to part |,,. 
 withall his mony for his belly. The cuſtom þ; 
of thy Church O-Lord, is to faſt the eve of |, 
every great feaſt, and then to recreate their 
Spirits the next day, which is the Feſtival it |, 
felf. This repreſents very well the abſtinent |; 
life of thy good Servants in this World, for 
which they deſerve to be nobly treated, and |, 
made much ofin the World to come - but: the 
cuſtome of this World is quite oppoſite, for 
they will cat and drink merrily, let the Hoſt 
bring in what reckoning {he will ; but when |, 
payment is demanded, and that 'they can't 
Rifac ao. ZE Off without the Sum laid in his hand, 0 
tore mif. Fhenall their mirth'is forgot, and 'as much# 
cebitur, 8 ſham'd they areat their laughing and ranting, 
extrema ag 1s a dog when his tail is cut off. This 'Uth 
| mg '"- the charadter that Holy Scripture gives of the"Jr,, 
pat.72.14 PIcafures of tho World; laughter wont i 
| mingre | 
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mold with ſorrow, and mourning ſhall Melius eſt 


ts [neat the latter end of mirth. It is for this ire ad do- 


rey reaſon that the Wiſe holds it better to g.." 1 


tothe houſe of ſorrow, then to the houſe 14 av- 
i faſting : and the cauſe why, 1s, that where mum con- 
Wnefs appears, there the heart of the wiſe —_ 
an islodg?d : but where mirth is, there is T0 
& heart of fools and for conclufion,hegives @apientis 
x this wholeſome document, happy is the & ubigau- 
zn that is always fearful, which is the ſame _ 
ling that the Holy Ghoſt recommends to e-;,, >, 
ry man; to walk carefully and upright peacus ho- 
ith God, thinking upon his commandments, mo qui 
by we keep and obſerve them ; how we re- ſemper 


: : d 
| temptations, how we mortity our fleſh, Fl. ”— 


boy we beſtow our time, talents, and riches 


tich he was plead to lend us; how we la- 
bur to. make. up a plentiful harveſt of good 
wrks for the obtaining of Heaven, what ac- 


{ont we could give him, if he had ſummon'd 


Kat this very moment to appear. before him. 
)that, We were ſo happy as to make of theſe 
wod thoughts our frequent meditation, I am ' 
*tain We ſhould have no time to ſpend in 
teidle pleaſures and paſtimes ofthis World, 
t alas;! our grand misfortune 1s, that we 
Fer trouble our brains with 'erp, we will 
ither think of what our Kitchens can afford. 
lo ſee what a number of Cooks, what a va- 
ty of meats 2 noble-man will have, *tis to 
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be wonder'd that ſo much proviſion ſhoulg}®d 
be made for one belly, and that ſo many peg. kind 
ple ſhould be employ'd to bring up the Luxy. | 
ry of all taſts in one diſh, which is rather 

like a vomit then a ſoup ; but they haye 

their puniſhment even in this World, for [#6 
from their compound diſhes, arife com- | 
pounded diſeaſes, which require compouyd 40 
Medicines. *Tis the ſame thing with their | 
mind, that it is with their Tables ; ſimple || 
vices are curable by ſimple Councels, butz te 
general diſſolution of manners is hardlj 1K 
overcome -. They are overrun with a publick, |"* 
as well as with a private madneſs. The Phy. |! 
fitians of old underſtood little more then the |! 
vertue of ſome herbs to ſtop blood, or hel | 
a wound, and their firm and healthy bodys |" 
necded little more, before they were corrup-|® 
ted with Luxury and pleafure : And when ['% 
it once came to that, their buſineſs was not to |*! 
lay hunger, but to provoke it, by a thouſand | #1 
20) inventions, and ſauces. That which was ali- ul 
ment to a craving Stomach, is become a bur- J® 
then toa full one. So that Luxyry may «4 
look'd upon as the offspring of all their di- I! 
ſeaſes,as paleneſs in the face, trembling over ar 
all their body, a weakneſs in all their joynts, | 
their bellys ſtretcl'd, a ſaffaſion of choler; }® 


« . s . . 
pela per the torpor of the nerves; and a palpitarion'$" 


P/a.31,10. . Ares non | and 
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md ears, headach, Gout, Scurvy, ſeveral 
tinde of Feavours, and putrid Ulcers: with 
tany other diſeaſes, that are but the juſt pn- 
tiſhment of Luxury. 

Whart ſhall I fay of drunkenneſs, which is 
tyoluntary madneſs; it emboldens men to 
tall kinde of miſchief; it both irritates wick- 
gdneſs, and diſcovers the ſame ; was It not 
his drunken fit that 4lexanter took the 
life of Clirzs upon the point of his Sword,tho? 
te was the dezreſt of his Friends, and the 


dly thief of his Favourits ? It makes them that 


neinſoleat, prouder, and thoſe that are cru- 


. 1dby nature put on the fierceneſs of an anger- 


Ecce ca- 
put Holo- 
? fernis, qui 
4 N in con- 

Tis Wife and Children. A drunken mans tcmpru ſu- 


ed Bear ; it takes away all ſhame. He that Is 
xeviſh breaks ont preſently into ill words 
nd blows too, and values not to ſtrike eve 
tongue trips, his head runs round, he ftag- p—_—_ 
ers 1n his Pace, but the next morning he _ 
ml certainly meet with thoſe diſeaſes which cempiir, & 
thally follow this vice. How many Þublick tivi interi- 
niſchiefs it has done, how many warlike na- © min. 
tions, and ſtrong Cities, that have ſtood in- _ 4 _ 
fincible to ſeveral attaques, and Seiges, has , 
lrunkenneſs overcome ? how many great 

armys hes it defeated. Did not the drunken- 

nels of Holofernes bring a total deſtruction 

pon the Aſſyrians, and at the ſame time an 

txceeding joy to the people of 7/r..el, when 

they 
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they beheld his head cut off by the hands offi 
a Woman which was of a maſculin co | 
Yet we may ſee many in the World that hold 
it to be a peice of gallantry to drink the cons |, 
pany dead ? a magnificent Virtne indeed, |; 
to ſwallow more wine then the,reſt, and [y, 
yet at laſt to be out-done by a hogihead.. . 
But there's yet another peice of gallantty, |, 
that is as brutiſh as tliother, and what i | 
that ? "tis to invert the offices of day, and [qz 
night : asif their eyes were only given thedt [jj 
to make uſe of in the dark : Is it day, they [yh 
will cry, O then *tis time to go to bed. Is it [jr, 
night ? why then "tis time for us to rife |n, 
They will Sup in the morning, and Dine |qj 
midnight. 4» fire, I muſt conclude that they [jg 
are the moſt miſerable of all mortals, that J;q 
deliver themſelves up to their palates, or to] ( 
their Luſts: For the pleaſure is thort, and the | yy, 
end of it iscither eternA ſhame, or a ſpeedy, [ng 
and hearty Repentance. | - Ike 
What ſhall I ſay of vain-glory, which is [he 
a diſordinate defire to be well thought of, to |; 
be in the eſteem of the World, receive the [jj 
applauſe, and good word of all people, to bt [te 
prais'd and:glorifi'd of Men; this indeed [jy 
2 great vanity, yet, "tis the common diltems | gy 
per of all men, and creeps into the breaſts, | 
even of the moſt religious among, them ; had Jrig 
i ſeena man run up and down the my I f 
| a 
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8 off ter a feather,which is toſs'd to and fro with 
86] the winde, certainly I would imagine him to 
bold[ſpeither a perfe& fool, or a little maddiſh, I 
Of [2n have no better opinion of a man that is ca- 
eed, ]red away with the wavering blaſt of ſeveral 
and |yonths, for as this man might weary him- 
: + [ff vt before he got the thing which he ſo 
tty, larneſtly follow*d, and when he had it, it is 
it Þ [it heſt but a feather, ſo a vain-glorious man 
and [azy tabour a Tong time, before he attain to 
hell [jiz2im, which is a popular applauſe, and 
he7 [oben he has it, it's not. worth to him a pins 
Is 8 [ted, being 'but the breath of a few mens 
nouths, that does alter upon every light oc- 
ew [afon, and now makes him great, now little, 
[ J1ow good, now bad, and at another time 
thit Jiothing at all. | 
Fw 0 Lord ! thou art a ſufficient Evidence to 


the move this truth, for thou haſt been toſ5'd to Hah. 27. 


0an,8. 
Foan.g. 
Matth. 2 1. 


h {udfro in the opinion of men; ſome: have 
; [kid that thou wert a Samariten, and had. a 


i 15 [Devil in thee ; others, that thou could not Mar. 27. 
 Wikez Propher, no, nor a man ſent from God, £#-23- 


the king thon didſt not keep the Sabbath-day, o- 
bt Ttters, to the contrary, alledging that if thou 


4B [dſt not thy commiſſion from above, thou 


eM* | uldſt not work ſo many and ſuch ſtupendi- 
Its, JnsMiracles 3 fo that there was a ſtrange di- 

{Iion among them upon the. whole matter : 
*1 [lr fire, the concluſion of the diſpute isa main 
ref | - argument 


30a 
arpaent of the Worlds .vanity,..fo 


alm-Sunday they, reteiv'd , thee Inko, exulas, 


k-4 


fn; with" the Solemnity of He/apra,- 
green branches, and even their appare 
thy feet 5 but on” Thurſday - and. Friday fol 
lowing,they all cry'd out Crucifie againlt thee, 
and preferr'd the life of a Barrabas, of a yicky 
ed Murtherer, before that of a pure, ſpot] 
and moſt innocent Lamb, who came to wa 
off 6uc ſinful ſpots with the effuſion gb. his 
moſt precious blood. Hp” - 5 
Inceliigice Underſtand this ye brutiſh among the Peo- 
hec infipt-ple; and ye fools, when will ye be wiſe, to 
en & conlider, if they dealt thus with the Saviour 
pope zj- Of the World, who was the holieſt that.eveg 
quando ſa- trod upon the Earth, and wrought more mls 
pice. Pla. racles then all the books of the World areas 
948 bletocontain, which inall reaſon might have 
purchas'd him a glorious Name, Fame, and, 
Honour among the people ; why will you 0- 
ver-labour and toil your ſelves for an unſet« 
led blaſt of vain-glory ? Why do you aſb 
your Iabours into the winde of mens mouths}; 
Mitt au- Why do yon place your Riches in the lips of 
minis Wavering and unſtable men, where every 
eſt ut a vo- Flatterer may rob you of them, have you-no 
bis Judi- ſurer Coffer to lock them up in ? St. Paul was 


cer, aut ab of another minde when he ſaid, I eſteemit, 
humano 


die. 1 Cor. 


'X. 
ww > 
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little to be judg'd of you,or of the day of many: 


| 


4% And hchadadcalof reaſon ; for ht 
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THe that runs at the Tilt, if the ignorant Peoz 
#T'yle that ſtand by; do give Sentence againft 
tim, ſo the Judges be of his ſide. Had the 
Tlinde man in the road to Fericho, depended 
"on the approbation and liking of thoſe that 
mere going by; he had never receiy'd from 
'Ithee O Lord;the benefit of his ſight, for they 
n {would not have him torun afcer thee, no,nor 
49 Tay out to thee for a cure. 

bis | If we believe St. Ambroſe, he will tell us, 
, | Ithata vain man is no better then a wind-mil, 
for he will run on, if he be prais'd 3 but if 
;* Ile fcels not the gale of a popular applauſe to 
flow up his Sails, he is preſently daunted, & 
Ye {quite out of heart 3 no more will the wind- 
{{nilgrinde nor make any meal, but accord- 
© Jing as the blaſt ſhall hold favourable; & blow 
to its ribbs : ſo that I may very well com- 
"hare him to the Babilonians, who with a little 
lneet mufick, were made to adore any thing 
| _ Watſoever. ?Tis therefore [ believe that Ho- 
bed Scripture ſays; As Silver is tried in the fire 
of blowing it; ſo is a vain man tried in the 
5 & Jaouth of him that praiſes, and the ſimilitude 
7 Jbrery true, for as Silver, ifit be good, ſuf- 
09 \frsno detriment thereby, but if it be other» 


" iſe; it goes off like a ſhaddow, and leaves 
oy thing behinde it but naſty droſs ; It's even 
1 Powvith a vain man, he is overjoy'd when he 


ws} prais'd,, but if he hears nothing ſaid to his 
 X 0 commendation, 


w 


Teſu filii 

David mt- 
lereremei; 
Lic, I 8. 3d, 


Dan.3t, 


— — 
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Sinners, let it not come upon my head. - We 


commendation, he is heart-fick : How -hayf 
have we ſeen put beſide. themſelves withj 
of their. praiſes,and afterwards brought doya 
with a contrary winde of contewpt, and drj 
ven <yen upon.the very borders of deſpair; 
haw many-do we ſee dayly- extoll'd in their 
Sins, and cry 'd up in their wickedneſs ? bow 
many palpableand intollerable flatteries-4o | 
we hear both us'd, and accepted of dayly 
For I ſce none give-it arepulſe, as Daviddid, q 
Away ſays he, with this Oil and Ointmentdf 
4 


| 


« 
( 
{ 


areall created for Heaven, and why ſhould Ji 
we not rather imitate the Citizens thereof, J;$ 
then-thoſe of this World that are ſo mud [\q 
-en2mour'd with it's vanities, and ſo far-ins [5g 
eagp*d in the follys thereof. The Angels and Jy 
Saints ſeek for no honour to themſelves , but 
leave all to God, and ſhall We poor ulf fan, 
wretches deſire ſo ardently to be glorifi'd!Jx 
for what ? is it for our dignities, for our ho] jj 
nours, for our vaſt Eſtates? Theſe I mubJyj 
confeſs are great matters in the fight of Wy ſhy 
Mortals, they are Jewels of an extraordinsJijy 
ry price, and to purchaſe them, they dont], 
ſcruple to lay down even their Souls 1n fit 
change to the Devil for them ; the Chriſtias|yyg! 
in Jewry were ſo mach enamour'd with the hr; 
that they would not confeſs thee O Lord,8 l P 
publick, - nor make open profeſſion of iN [1 


\ \ E | 


4 
Felt, This brought an-everlaſting- remorſe 


of 
af 
wa | ifert mmnocent, yet to keep in favour: with 
th |-the-Jews;: and to continue his place under 
ir 'Ciſar; he condemn'd thee to dy the death 
er [eh of the greateſt Malefatours. Agrippa 
of | and Fefus were convinc'd of thiintegrity and 
ha truth of St. PauPs doftrine;. yet theſe Remo» 
ly; [as 

lid, Iiffiertof. And does not the ſame contideration 
Lof withhold Millions of Souls in this corrupt 
We T'hge: we live in from embracing the means of 
ld working their-Eternall Salvation ? O ! ſays 


#5 diverted them from making profeſſion 


wpoft Filere's injtiſtice, for tho? he/knew thou 45,25; 


0fy |. Pax! to ſuch filly Souls, be you nor Chil- Nollie | 
we [yen in underſtanding ; and why ? becauſe it &*- vl 


-M- J's uſual with children to ſet a far greater va- 
200 The upon a painted table;then upon a precious 
WE HeweF; what are all the honours, dignities, 
wand treaſures of this world but painted ſtuff, 
fi'd *quir*d, with a deal of labour, preſerv'd 
r 1] vith abyndance of fear and care,and loſt with 
mubIx much grief and ſorrow. I remember in my 
won days, that Monſieur Fo:ker, the greateit 
dinFFrourite the King of Fraxce had; was invelt- 
don with the chiefſ honours and diznities 
L \Mt2 abject could pretend to, and his heart 
$f ſwel'd 2p with Pride, that he choos'd 
the, a motto, Quo no7 Aſcendan, but l remem= 
cd} kn aſs that-all his ambition and glory vae 
IR mrone night, for the King being in- 
Fatih Jus* X 2 forra'd 


ſen{1bus. 
I Cor. Il 4s 


4 AMES. ie et —_— T_T 
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potenter 


patientur, 
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rormenta Joyc'd ſo much in their. days at their own 
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form'd of his deſign to make bimſelf abſolats 
Maſter of the Iſle of Rae,ſeiz'd upon kis earth: 
ly ſubſtance- both at home and abroad, and 
condemn'd his Perfon to a Priſon during his 
tife, whereupon this Jeſt was-made of him, 
and writ under his Coat of Arms, Quo non 
adeſcendam 7 for certainly it was a prodjgiots 
toſs, to be thrown down from the height of 
proſperity, to the depth of Adverſity, and 
in one night. | 

Now let us conſider any ſtate or dignity 
that we moſt afte&, and reaſon thus, many 
have already mounted up ſo high, but they 
were forc'd to deſcend again; by the appoint- 
ment either of Death or of Fortune, and 
which was the greater, either the joy of get- 
ting, or the ſorrow in looſing it ? whereare 
now all thoſe Emperours, thoſe Kings,thoſ 
Princes, thofe Popes and Prelates, -who re- 


advancement ? There's not a word of them 
now, they are clear out of mens memory, & 
long ſince rotten in their graves. Now every 
mecanick fellow may boldly walk over their 
heads, whoſe faces heretofore might not be 
ſeenwithout aticket for admittance into their 
inner chamber of Preſence, and what does 
their dignities avail them now, only that they 


are the more taken notice of in Hell ( if thef | 


L— i SS als. ae. 
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be gone down ſo low and the far moret@*| x 
| | : mn ; OP 
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Hented by the'Devils. - | 

- ] can't better compare the vanity of this 

World, then toa mans own ſhaddow, which 

the more he runs after, the more it flics from "I 
him, but if he flies fram it, it will approach vat 
him 3 the only way to catch it,is to fall down ur ſtercora 
on the ground upon it. So We ſee that thoſe ur Chri- 
who gap'd after honour in this World, are on Iucris 
now ſo far from having any honour cxhibit- Phila e 
ed to their Perſons, that their very memory wy 
is clear out of date; whereas thoſe who have 

moſt fled from it, and have debas?d them- 

ſelves to the yery loweſt degree of mankinde 
throughan exceſs of humility ; are now the 

moſt honour'd, even by thoſe that were their 

*enemies in'this life. St. Paul made no more 

of the World and of all its honours and trea- 

ures, then of common dung, and who is 

more honour'd now then he, even in this 

World ?' who is more commended, and .re- 
member'd in this life, then he, and all others 

that have foflow'd his examples, We may con- 

flude by this what a main folly it is to kave 

ſo great an eſtimate for worldly hanours, as 
toendanger our Souls in the yain and fooliſh 

purſuit of them. There are ſeveral other ya« 

nitys in the World, which do entangle the 

Poor Childrenof Adam, ina thonſand follys, 
Wachare ſo many baits the, Devil flings a» 

| mon them to draw their, Souls into his molt; 

Who X 3 dark 


= \ 
(370) | 
dark and dreadful Dominion. Some willy 
lue themſclves upon the antiquity of *thbi 
Familys, ſome upon their Witdome, other 
upon their beauty and rich apparel, &, 
Moft gracious Saviour thou haſt .copiobf 
inſtructed me hitherto. in all matters relating 
to my Salvation, as far as I have propds'd; | 
hope thou wilt be mercifully pleas'd to. let 
me hear thy ſentiments touching the premifes, 
and how dangerous it is to hanker. after ſuch 
toys, and amufements of Children.» * 


SAVIOUR 


Man ! If mortals could trace their d& 
ſcents, they ſhould finde all Shaves'to 
come from Princes, and all Princes from 
Slaves, and therefore I think they are not. 
their, crafts-maſter , when they murmut 
againſt nature, and fortune, as if 'cwett 
their unkindeaeſs that makes them ins 
conſiderable in the World, when it is only 
by their own weakneſs that they make thent- 
felves ſo- for it is virtue, not-pedigree that 
renders a man either valuable, or happy- | 
was never heard that I did either reje&, of 
chooſe any man for his quality, contrariwiſe, 
to confound this vanity, when 1 came down 
irom my HeavenlyFather”s Pallace uponEart 
£o become man for the Redemption of 


* 
pray i wa 
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kinde 3.1 call'd my ſelf by, the name of- the marth.8. 
Son.gf-man, and choſe to be born of a poor 20-24-26. 
irgin, for, otherwiſe T was no Son of man; 
20d co debaſe my ſelf the more, I went un- 
derthe notion of a Shepherd, . and was call'd 
{ too,” which is a name of contempt in the 
orld. Moreover when I was to conftitnte 
e firſt King in 1/rael, I did not ſeek for one 
of the moſt ancient blood, but fixt upon Sax, 
who was abſolutely of the moſt contemprable, 
and baſeſt Tribe of the Jews; and after him 
| ſelefted David, who was a Shepherd too, 
and the pooreſt of all his Brethren. And when ,,..,, 
Icameinto the World as aforeſaid, with' a ' * 
delign to reform it, and ſpread my Doctrine 
over all its Dominions, I did not pitch upon 
the nobleſt men to give them my-commilſſion, 4 FE 
and make them -my Patentees, to bring that = — 
work to perfection ; but even upon the poor- di elegir 
eff, and fimpleſt,and theſe too, that had their Deus uc 
lixelyhood only by fiſhing, I made my Apor — 
ſtles, and Princes of all the Earth, thereby & jonobi. 
to confound the fooliſh vanity of this World, !ia mundi 
that makes ſo great and eſtimable, the pree-& conem- 
minence of a littlo fleſh and blood in this i 
where there's no merit or virtueto be found..;C2 PE 
'Tis certain the original of all mankind was que non 
the ame, and, it is only a virtuous life, and funt ut ez 
«clear conſcience, that makes any man no- Je ane 
ble ; for that derives even from Heaven is apr 
wal " "$4 - © © © 
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ſc1f, which 1s {o bountiful as,to-caft thoſsft] 
yours, and bleſſings, * even upon. ther: veny 
Heathens, when they giye their” concurrey 
to receive them ; for Socrates was no Patrigian 
born,/ no more was Cleanthes, tho! he. came 
to that dignity from that low and contempti- 
ble Station of an .under-Gardiner-z neither 
did Platoattain to-that great dignity, wherein: 
the World had feen him, by his birth, but 
by his goodneſs. ?Tis molt certain alſo. that, 
the beginning of the Nobility of this Ape, ag 
wellas of all other paſt Centurys, had no-) 
thing beforeit : ſo that of all their Anceſt-\ 
ours, ſome were ſplendid , others ſordid, as; || 
it happen'd, thou mayſt very well Judge by: 
David, and his Brethren, what their Fathers 
condition was, that could afford his Sens no! 

higher fortune, then to be private - Sentinels || 
in Saxls Army, and of Sauls Father too, by his 
ſending him with a peice of bread. in his poc- | 
ket to ſeek, both far and near, for his.ſtray'd . 
Aſſes : Look upon the Nobility of this pre- 
ſent Age, and read the memorials of their ' 
Extraction, thou ſhalt finde ſome good, ſome 
bad, ſome virtuous, and ſome godly, fome ' |; 
in an eminent , and others in a very low. || 
condition z-nor is it any more to their ho- ' 
nour, the Slory of their Predeceſlburs, then : |; 
it 1s to their ſhame, the wickedneſs of their: \ |( 
TOUnny: eTiey are all compes'd. of the ſams 


clement. 
4 


Wiment; and therefore they ſhould not. va 
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ad the hos 
ttiethſclves upon their Nobility of blood, as 
if they were not all of them equal, when their 

primitive Progenitour is unknown, and that 

they can carry it no farther, the Herald pro- 
vides fome Hero to ſupply the place of an il- 

hſtrious Original; & there's the riſe of Arms, 
and Families. O, what a grand folly it. is to 

ſpend ones life in purſuit of a title,that ſerves 
only when he dies to furniſh out an Epitaph 3 

ſet Nobility of fleſh and blood is a moft pre- 


» | cious pearl in the eyeof the World, and in- 


&ed it is to be highly eſteem'd, when it is 


; 1/jn'd with virtue, and accompani'd with 
| | tte'fear and love of God ; They are the men 
* | *hom I efteem moſt in the World, and have Job 1-8. 
; | great a veneration for them,that I call them ' 


fd own Servants, as alſo the glory and re- 


' [town of my whole Flock, as thou mayſt ſee 
| [)y the commendations I gave of Feb to the 
. |[nortal Enemy of all mankinde,when he came 
Ifogive me an account of his travels, and of - 


is walking up and down the World; haſt - 


ou conſider'd (faid I to him ) my; Servant” 


!, that there's none like him on''Earth; ©- 
tis a- true Noble-man indeed, for; he:is a” 


'[Xffeft and upright man, one that fears God,” | 


adeſchews eyil za man that (were he ftript 
Cal his *rneans, of all his Children, . of his > 


jth/ 21d al is earthly wealth, reduc'd - | 
| "ff. * . 7 
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loyal, and obedient to my commands, 


EY Mattathias was no lefs a Nobleman, for, 


yet he made an open, and publick proteſtatis, 


would never obey ſo wicked an order, and 
ſo contrary to the law of his Forefathers,add- 

ing,that it was neither profitable nor honour- 

able to his Noble Family, to relinquiſh the. 
law and righteouſneſs of God, to fulfill the 
will and command of a frail, mortal and fin 
- full man, tho? he were even a King. Eleauas 


greater courage and-of a comely aſpet, was 
ſcntenc'd to dy unleſs he had comply'd with 


which was forbidden them by the law ; atk 
ſwer'd,that he would rather chooſe a plorious | 
death,then an odious &ſinful life : whereupon 
his neighbours and friends-out of a natural 

compaſſion, would fain perſwade him to 
eat whatſoever he had a fancy to, and that 
they would tell the King of his compli 


eminent dignity of his old Age, ando 
ancient extraction, anſwer d, no, the 


$ ” 


I7 upon a dungkil ) will be notwithſtanding 


'tho' Antiochus had depriv'd him of all his 
great Eſtate, and iſſu'd out his warrants to | 
take him, and put him to death, unleſs he had, | 
ador'd his Idols, and offer?d them Sacrifice z 


on that he, his Children, and his Brethren |; 


Machab,. 21745 4 Nobleman of great Ape, but ofa far | 
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the. ſame Kings Proclamation, to eat Pork hh: 
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df Scandal to young folks, for tho? I ſhould 
fe my life by that ſinful means, yet I can'c 
x hands of the Almighty,cither dead, 

alive. By what is ſaid,thou mayſt conclude 
that where 'true "Nobility 'is, there virtue 
tuft be lodg?d, - whictris the only ornament 
thtcan make them grateful to me, and give 
them a true title to a glorious Crown in Hea- 


en; but where this is wanting, Nobility is 
* {iti elf; and in my fight, a meer trifle, and 


E 


fet vanity 5, he can only brag that he is 
the ſame fubſtance with the reſt of mortals, 


ſers. He that will behold the Nobility of his 
Anceſtors, let him look into their graves, 


bh tat” laters now ninety Years Id - 
” bag diſſemble, and give that great occaſi- 
af 


: [hd fay uuto rottenneſs, thou art my Father, Piſtredini- 


* | *d unto worms you are my Mother and Si- dixl,pacer 
meus Es ru 


mater mea 


there he ſhall finde the truth of what Job mea vermi 


| Freaks. True nobility was never begun other- bus. Fob 


wiſe then by virtue ; and therefore as it isa 
eſtimony of valour and virtue in the Prede- 
oe ; {o ought it to be a forceable induce- 
ient'to theſame in the: Sucrefſours. And who- 
Fer holds therank and name” thereof by de- 
ſent only, without the Subſtance of virtue, 
6 altogether af Alien to his Anceſtours, being 
tkcan produce nothing of their merits, and 
# nothing to ſhew for bis -extradtion, but 
dl peice of parchment, theſe are the men 


v 


© | Vipeak 
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' Ipeak of by my Prophet ; They aremale 


bominable even as the things which they lovg| 
their glory is from their birth, from the bel-J4 


ly, and from their conception only, that 


he 


to ſay, they brag and glory of their Ance |/þ 


ſtours, Progenitors,and Noble birth, where, 
33, having no virtue anſwerable to their ex- 
traction, but following their ſenſual appetites, 
and beſtowing their affe&ions upon wicked 
and abominable delights, they are made in 
like manner abominable as wel] to me, as to 
all honeſt and Godly men. And in my judge, 
ment, it is a moſt fooliſh vanity in ſuch per- 


ſons to beg credit of dead men, that deſery | ti 


none themſelves; to ſeek for old titles of hs 
nour from their Anceſtours, they being them: 


ſelves utterly incapable of any, by reaſon of | 


their baſe manners, and ruſtical behaviour. 


_ "As for the Wiſdom of the world, alas! 
but meer folly with me, as thou mayft cons | 4 


Lak.24.25 Ceive by what I repli'd to the moſt wiſe and 
Stultiffi- the moſt learned men of 1ſracl, who were 
mus ſum Jonbt of my Reſurrection ; © Fools and lon 


virorum F heart to believe all that the Prophets haſt] 


ws re ſpoken. Solomon was abſolutely the wiſeſt mat 


num non that ever appear'd upon Earth, yet he owls| 
eſt mecum himſelf to be more brutiſh then any man, 0 | 
"043%" he complains that he has not even the undet- D 
| 

of Hs noe. 


Ecc1.2.12- ſtanding of a man, and I really bellcre2H 
for had heany underſtanding at al, he 
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T[totz{ the Fool to that deſperate degree of 
«| fadneſs, as to give his Soul to the Devil for 
11 tranſitofy and brutiſh pleaſure z hear how 
« the ſpeaks of himſelf, 1 was King over all 
6 | Jrael, in Feruſalem,and turn'd my ſelf to be- 
told Wiſdom, and errors, and folly, but 
whatis man that he ſhould pretend to ftrive 
with his King, and Creatour too, whoſe wiſ- 
*ked | dom eexcells my folly, as far as light excells 

" | Garkneſs. The Worlds wiſdom is laugh'd at 
s to |bymy Prophet, where he ſays, ſurely the 
Pritces of Zoar are all Fools, the counſel of 


tih : how ſay ye unto Pharoah, I am the Son 
ofthe wiſe, the Son of ancient Kings ? where 
{are they now, where are thy wiſe men ? and 
kt them tell thee now, and let them know 
what the Lord of Hofts has purpoſed againſt 


ws |'Egipe. The Princes of Zoax are become Fools 


» | indeed, the Princes of Noph are deceiv*d,they 


and | have alſo ſeduc'd Egipt, even they that are the 


ſay of the Tribes thereof. 
My great Apoſtle, and Veſſel of eletion 
res an excellent deſcription of the World's 


| Croſs is to them that periſh, fooliſhneſs ; 
[but unto us which are ſav'd, it is the-power 
of God. For it is written, I will deſtroy the 
in |, Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and will bring to no- 
| [ſing the underſtanding of the prudent. 

— LS 


| the wiſe Councellor of Pharoab is become bru. 1119-17; 


olly, where he ſays, the preaching of the 1 Cor. 1. 


18, I9,;20, 


C300 
Where is the Wiſe? where is: the'Scribgh | iu 
Where is the Diſpnter of this 'Worlb# js | 4 
not God- made fogliſh the -wiſdom' of thi | of 
World ? for after that; iti the wiſdom cf God 4 
the World by wifdom knew: not-Gad, ct | 
pleas'd God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching tg Þ« 
ſave them that believe. For the Jews require ! 
ſign, and the Greeks ſeek after wiſdom: Bit 
We preach Chriſt crucifi*d, unto the: Jab 
a ſtumbling-block, and unto the Greeks fad} 
iſhneſs, but unto them which are called both 
Fews and Greeks, Chriſt, the power and wif 
dom of God. Bceauſe the fooliſhneſs of God 
is wiſer then men, and the weakneſs of Gol | 
is ſtronger then Men; For ye ſee your calling 
Brethren, how that not many wiſe men after. | ar 
the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are call'd. But God 'has choſen the fooliſh | # 
things of this world, to confound the wiſe, } & 
and the weak things of the world to cons | k 
found the things which are mighty ; and baſe | 
things of the world, and things which are des | b 
ſpis'd, has God choſen, yea and things which } Þ 
þ 
; 
| 
| 


are not, to bring to nought things that are 
that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. 
If the Wiſdom of the World be fo great # 
folly with me, as St. Paul ſays, is it not all 
- intollerable vanity to delight agd boaſt_init; 
ſo much as men do, and to value themſelves 
Z2ore upon it, then vpon my wiklom, wh 
W 


\ x 8 


veothatof my Sai 
to ſe how contrary my Judgment is to that 
| | of Man ; ſome will thruſt themſelves into an 


to'bemoſt fit to do the Service of God, be- 


| | that it is not uſual with-me to chooſe many {#pientes 


| ({t him be never ſo wiſe in his own judg- 


nts. *Tis a wonderful thing 


ſtical State, & will conceit themſelves 


cauſe they have the repute of Wiſe men in the 
World;but St, Paul will let them underſtand Nen multi 


Wiſe men according to the fleſh ; He will tell —_— 


them alſo that it is not every worldly wife i Cor. tr. 
man that makes a wiſe Chriſtian ; no ſays he, 

bat-if any man ſeem wiſe among you, let him Scultus fi- 
becom a fool to the end he may be made wiſe, 7 fir 
Nain therefore, and of noaccount is the wiſ- ny np 
dom of the world, unleſs it be ſubordinate, ; 
and ſubje& to that of God. And whoſoever, 


ment ) will condemn -thoſe that have no e- 
ſeem for the world, and are reſolv'd to de- 
fert it, and flight all its allurements, to ſerve 
me: his wiſdom herein is a main folly, and 
his pradence meer vanity, as he will himſelf 
confeſs one day, when he ſhall come to cry 
= thoſe,who were alſo wiſe in this world, 

are now filly wretches in the other. We Nos inſen- 
ſenſeleſs and fooliſh worldly wiſe men did e- $3 vim 
ſeem the life of Saints to be a perfeft mad- zgimata.! 
neſs;* but now our eyes are open'd to ſee that mus laſa-. 
they were the wiſe men indeed, and We the "lam,&c, 
duly fools. 17 ODEs es a 
tw I can 


Prov.31. 
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"1 can ſay no lefsiof corporal Brautypdaih 
is vain, and the grace- of a+ fair counted | 
is deceivable:. ?T1s the fatal cauſe of the 
and utter- deſtruction of : many Milli 
Souls; it was the vain complacenty that | 
cifer took in his fading beauty,whichpat 
him that irrecoverable overthrow from-ghe T 
height- of Heaven to- the bottomleſs pital | 
Hell ;- hear how my Prophet. ſpeaks to'hin} / 
how art thou fallen from Heaven, O Euciftri 
Son ofthe morning {How-artthep caſtdoinn 
to the ground, 'which didſt weaken the Nv 
tions ? for thou haft ſaid inthine heart, Lwill 
aſcend into Heaven, I will exalt- my-Throne 
above the Stars of God : 1 wilt ſit: alſo upon 
the Mount of the Congregation; -in; the:ſidell 
of the North. I will aſcend above the height 
of the Clouds, -1 will be like the .moſt- Higit 
Yet'thou ſhalt be brought down-to Hell; 
the ſides of the Pit. © They that ſeetheezfhallt 
narrowly look npon thee, and conſider; they 
ſaying; is this the Angel of light far /ſurpaſi 
ſing that of the Stars whoſe beauty Uidiexcerd 
that of all other Angels, but alas! it 1s (not! 
chang'd-into. deformity far greater then tiud: 
of all the Devils-in Hell. This gaveoccakat” 
of David's moſt humble requeſt to ime; tuith. 
away-my eyes, O Lord, that they behbldaiat 
vanity. .*Tis a ſingular. vanity-indeed; with 
is both dangerous and deceitful, O'! wo 


_— _  -- a _— 
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"Sheviyconflder'd what infinite ruines and pa. 4. 
- deflruttions beauty has caus'd*in the World, Pars, 
Hey would be altogether-of Davids mind, £2 dr- 
a - — | ſtillans la- 
from it as from the aſpect of a moſt ,;... cre. 


fonous Serpent. Was it not the beauty of cricis, ne 
He fair Helena that laid the famous 7roy, in arendas 
>.ſhes, and put the pious Excas to the ſtrait of — - 
trtying .his old Father Anchiſes upon his £;.7 
Spulders through the Games; did not the moſt liere viam 
mlisnc Champions of their Age, He:!or, and rvam& ne 
Achilles &y upon the ſame account, were nat 3PPropit- 
all the Inhabitants of that unfortunate Citty, hn 
Men, Women, and Children kill'd, and molt ejns. 
harbarouſly cur in peices by «the Greczans, to. Noviſfima 
akea full revenge for the affront which - ar —_—_— 
had done to their King, by taking his Queen (1 qua 
Way ? I might have produc'd as-many Preli-«>ſynchi- | 
dents of this nature, as would be ſufficient um, & ac- 
4 filla larger volume then tkis 3bur, for bre- __ 
Mies ſake, | witl onty lay down before thee, biceps.dhd! 
this fingle conſideration ; how many Souls Pc.5.3.4.8: 
are dayly hurri'd headlong to Hell for doting 
pon this fading and deceitful Beauty, how 
Many challenges, and Duels,how many. Jez- 
loubes, and private. animbſities, how many 
F *trifes,and great uprores abont this, and that 
'dther beauty ? and all this noiſe is bnt for a 
I Kiated Snake, (fo the holy Fathers call it) 
Which is fair wichout, and inwardly reple- 
BAY} wich mortal poiſon ; add to this the 

$.) | Y remedy 
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remedy whicha moſt learn\l Doftout pris 


{cribes againſt the temptation of a beautiful 
Woman, conſider ſays he, what foul droſs 
lys under that fair Skin ; for when the faireſt 
face-in the world is either ſ{cratch'd,or ſcar\d; 
it will be rather a ſubje& of contempt then of 
any love. An Ague of ſome four or five days 
will bring a great alteration upon the faireſt 
beauty, but half an hours abſence of the Soul 
from_the body will make the Jovelieſt face 
that cver was a moſt hideous and frightful 
light to be look*'d upon ; Iſabella Clara was 
the rareſt beauty of her Ape, but when ſhe 
dy'd, and was in her coffin but two days,one 
of the Grandecs of Spain that eſteem'd very 
much her bcauty when living, defir*d to have 
a proſpect .of her face, which was then the 


uglieſt that cver man could behold, all co- 


ver'd with worms, and two ill-ſhap'd ones 
Karting out of her eyes; this indeed made 
the 2ood Nobleman withno lefs horrour,then 
admiration to utter theſe words, hac ne eſt 
illa Iſſabeila Clara; is this that. fair Iſſabelisy 
whoſe reſplendent beauty had raviſh'd the 
hearts,and dazi'd the eyes of all her behold- 
ers, adieu then to the World,and all its va« 
ities; this was a Chriſtian Reſolution, and 
worthy to be taken notice of by all thoſe who 
beſtow ſo much labour in procuring, or pre- 
ferving their corporal beauty, as tho? all their 


happineſs | + 
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Mppineſ conſifted therein; nay, many art 
{rand even by that only conſideration from 
faking a reſolution to ferve'me; fo -that this 
precious Jewel (as they call it ) is a great ob- 
fide to their Salvation, as it is often the fa- 
fal Snbject of many a poor creatutes eternal 
damnation. ' 

-\Put the bafeft of all Proftitutes are thoſe 


that dedicate themſelves wholly to the extra- Gen.s. 


vagance of Embroiderys, rich Apparel, Paiar, 
Waſh, Patches, perfumes, Tire-women, &c. 
They have paſs'd even the limits of Nature, 
for if Adam had never fallen, Men, and Wo- 
ten ſhould never have known what belong'd 
to' Apparel ; It is only a conveniency devis'd 
fo cover the ſhame of nakednefs, and other 
infirmities contracted by his diſmal over- 
throw : They are laſh'd out into ſaperfluities, 
itforiach , that it is now adays only for 
Beppars, and Clowns to content themſelves 
with what is ſufficient. Their Luxury makes 
them"Infolent, and mad, They take upon 
theciſelves like Princes and Queens, and will 
fly out. for every trifle, as if there were life & 
death in the caſe. What a madneſs is it for a 
Man to Iay out an Eſtate upon a Table, or a 
Cabinet, 4 hundred pound for a pair of pen- 
Gnts to his Lady, anda far greater Sum for 
_—_— that will neither defend her body 
r her modeſty ; fo thin that one would 
=» = Y-2 maks 
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make z conſcience of ſwearing, fhe were nox 
naked. Thisis the common diſtemper of all 
mankind, for they take pride and glory in 
apparel, which is as much, as if a Begper 
ſhould glory and take pride in his old clouts 
that do cover his ſores. St. Paul ſeems to be 
avers'd to this Superfluity of apparel, for, 
writing to his Diſciple Timothy, and ſetting 
down a Rule whereby Chriſtians ſhould oy- 


| Haventes qer their lives, he ſays, if we have where- 
| aurem all- >. 


| menra « | ; ; 
| quibus re- MY very dictates and the holy maxims, with 


| gamur his the rare examples which I have Ieft unto all 
| concentt. mortals ſhould condemn their nicety, and v4- 
| 1Tim,s.g, Tiety of apparel, for I was pleas'dto be con- 
tent with one only garment during the whole 
courſe of my mortal life, without Shoes, Stoc- 

kins,or a Hat, nor even a ſhirt to my back, 

not for any want,(for 1 might have had all 

the moſt precious ornaments of the World to 

Gui meſli- adorn my body,with one fiat,) but it wasmy 
bas veſti- Pleaſure to appear otherwiſe, to condemn the 
unturin Worlds vanity. I premitted thy Prophet al- 
domibus {9 with a courſe and auſtere attire,to demon- 
Ro ſtrate the abhorrence 1 had againft ſo great, 
Mari'>.1 1. and ſo common an abuſe; & ſaid plainly that 
Tnducba- ſuch as are not hike my Precurſor in their at- 
fur purpu- tire, but will go clothed'in ſoft & delicate ap- 
ge * parel,are fitter to live in the Courts of earth- 
1+" ly Kings, then'in my heavenly Pallace. ho 
allo 


& Withal to cover our ſelves, let us be content;, |.;. 


et... 


lings in this very matter. I was the very firſt 


(325) 
Uſo in my deſcription of therich man damn'd, 
that lie was apparelPd in purple and Silk ; 
meaning thereby that this was alſoa main 
ſtep towards his everlaſting damaation ; even 
as to ſet forth the extraordinary holyneſs of 
my Prophet Elias, I ſaid of him, that his Vir pilo- 
reins were cover'd with haircloth. _— _ 
It is a vhing worthy thy daily admirati-4ccinqus 
on to conſider how far aſunder I & my Saints zenibus. 
are from the humour & behaviour of World-4 Reg.1.8) 


Taylor that ever made up a garment in this 
World, and made it for the moſt noble of all 
thy Anceſtours in Paradiſe, but of what did I 
make it ? was it of cloth of Gold, or Silver, Gen.z, 
of cloth thirty, forty ſhillings the yard, was 
itof a moſt precious and coſtly ſilk ? no, it 
was only of beaſts skins; and St. Paul a-cjreyi e- 
vers of the greateſt and nobleſt Saints of theruain 
old Teſtament that they were cover'd only meloris, in 
with goats skins,and with the hair of Camels. Peilivus 
Naes not this condemn the unſpeakable vani- ——_ = 
ty of mortals that are ſo extraordinary curi- guſtiar, 
ous, and rich in their apparel, and take ſo #fillict, 
much pride therein that they muſt have the =_ 
ſpoil of all the Creatures upon Earth, to co- _ | 
ver their backs, and adorn their bodys. From, dus 
one they take his wool; from another his skin, Þ 
from another his hair and fur, and from 0+ 
thers their yery excrements,as the Silk, which 
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is nothing elſe but the excrement-of wort) 


Neither are they content with"all theſe rgh8 
beries upon Earth they muſt r#9ſack the ye! 


curn up its Sands for precious Stonesto'adort® 
their ears. They will enter into the very bows 
els of the Earth to'finde out Gold and Stfver;? 
and having borrow'd all theſe cnriofitics 6 
other Creatures far more viltethenthemfelves!' 
they are not content t0.enjoy them in private, 
but they muſt fhew their finery abroad, and 
proyoke people to look upon them, as if all 
were of their own Stock. What an idle com- 
Placency do they take to ſee Diamonds Spar.” 
kle upon their fingers ? and how: fooliſhly" 
are they conceited, to think the Inftre thereof© 
come from theraſelves. - When Silver, Gol 
and Silks do gliſter.on their bodys, they Took" 
ſumptuouſly, as if all that beauty carne from 
them. When Cats-dung does fmell in” their 
garments they would have People believe that” 
thoſe ſweet odours proceed from thetr owt- 
bodys. And thus, ( ſays my Propher) they” 
ſpend their lives in vanity -withont any ſer” 
ons care of their Salvation; nay; they take” 
ſuch great delight in their ric &pparth, ate 
pther yanitys, that they will bring' thetn ro” 
Church too, that men may take the-more no”! 
"tice of them, and whilſt they are running o«" 
yer a few prayers, their hearts arc taken 4 


4 


ry Sea for Pearls to beautify their-necks, 'a* 


A 


is 1. £ 
with their fine garments, and their eyes are 
glanc'd on all ſides, as if they were craving 
theapplauſe,and admiration of the whole Af- 
kmbly. T hope O man ! thou art now con- 
rinc'd of the truth of the premiſes ; if thoa 
an'ſt tell me any more of the World's vani- 
iy, let me hear it at large, an! chou ſhalt 
know what my Judgment will be concerning 
them. 


M AN. 


It was a Queſtion among the Heathen Phy- 
lofophers, whether it is better fora Man ro 
teve much, or to have enough,and the ground 
ofcheir debate was,that he who has much de- 
fires more, which ſhews, that he has not yer 
enough ; bat he that: has enough, is at reſt ; 
nd the conclafion was, that he is the richeſt 
man that is content with what he has; for 
why ſhonld 2 man be reputed the leſs rich, for 
wot having that, for which he ſhall be baniſh- 
ed, for which his yery Wife or Son ſhall poj- 
fon him * That Which gives him . fecuti- 
If in War,and quiet in Peace 3 which he poſ- 
kffes without danger, and difpoſes of with- 
out trouble, deferves indeed the name of 
Riches, which alone can make a man happy 


nthis World : for no man can be poor,that _.. 
tas enough ; nor rich, that .covets more then 


Y 4 . iy 
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he has-- Llexancers; after, al; big© 
pela nth nn hy, Ku 
deſix'd Jomething/more, even: when tbched 
gotten.all :And zhat whichiwas ſufſicteauia 
Shumane-nature, was not enonghiforone may. 
-;o[ am very. apt,to.uclievethat moneynae 
made.any.man Rich; for the more he-hadgtte 
more he-ſtill coyeted. The richeſt; mawihet 
ever.liv'd is poor-in,my opinion, and ſhowld 
be ſo in any reaſonable man's judgment «4ait 
he that keeps himſelf ro the limits of- natvie, 
does neither feel Poverty,nor. fear it.; where- 
as thoſe which the World calls happystheir 
fclicity 1s a falſe ſplendour; -that dawitsthe 
exes: of the vulgar, but our-rich man is-glat- 
ous,.:and happy. within himſelf, There's 
ambition . in _bynger, or. thirſt ::let- there;e 
food.z. and no mattcr for the table, - thei daſh, 
'and the Servants 4 nor with what meats: 
ture is. ſatisfi'd. Thoſe, are- the; tormentsof 
. Luxury, that -rather. ſtuff the-ſtomachztha 
ll its Ir ftudysrathber to:cayſe-.an appetite, 
then to allay.it. ? Tis not for ys to ſay, thisis 
not handſorpe, that's common-z/ the othersl- 


fends my eye. Nature- provides for: heall, | 


nat delicacy. When the. Trumpet. fourids1 
charge,;-the poor -man.knows he 4s not Aim 


at.z- when they. cry-out fire, his body 45allids 


has to look after; It .he-be to-take'@yparge), 
there's no. blocking up of Spreading 
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| for-ſome infirmity under'it. 


REST” 


4 
Ijpofpalluges for a'partiog*completnent : a 
Salt tnattcr ils his? beſly/*and” coriterits his 
ſind; hetives-from hand:to' mouth; with- 


mivcarking! o1#@fearing 'f6t to mortow: He 


that wouldknow'the worſt of Poverty, let 
hi&abur compare the looks'of the'rich;. and 


24bxipoor;-and he ſhall finde' the poorrman to 


tivethe ſmoother brow;and to be more mer- 
wpatthe heart 5 'or if any* trouble befals him, 
itpaſles over like a Cloud, wherezsthe other, 
zither: his good hamoyr is counterfiet, or his 
-metancholly- deep, ' and ©ulcerated,; and the 
wotſe becauſe he-dares not publickly own his 
wisfortuns; bur he is forc?d to play the parr 
of happy: man, even with a Cancer-'in his 
theart.- His felicity is but perſonated,' and if 
m& were but ſtrip'd of his ornaments, he 
ould be contempitble: In buying of a:horſe, 
+ne-take' off his cloths and his trappings, and 
*xamin his ſhape and body, for fear of- being 
*xozen'd2/ And ſha}l we put an eſtimate—upon 
man for being ſer off. by- his fortune, and 
amality:? nay,if we ſee any thing of ornament 
bout him; weare to ſnſpett 'bim the more 
$ :bHethar is content- in Poverty, would not 
ihe:{Þ neither in-Plenty ; for the fault is not 


| *mitherthinp,- but in the minde.' 10s therefore 


athyrApoſtle+ writing to Timerhy, ſays, com- 
-nad'thieRich of this World nor to be bi 


Wi, minded, 
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Divicibuz ' Minded, nor. place their confidence jn, tha, 
hujus mun- Uncertainty of their Riches; and the ground, 
di przcipe of his Precepr, is, that Riches, ſhall not.pras, 
noa ſubli- fit, a man in the day of revenge, nor reſcyg; 
neque foe” him from the rigour of thy Juſtice in the day, | 
rare in in- Of his death, if his fins hve put him. out. of, 
certodivi- thy favour; this the wicked Rich themſelves, 
1 Tim, confeſs, tho'too late,being already condemn'l, 
Gene +08 live in torments for an Eternity ; what , 
derunr di- Bas the bravery of our Riches avaiyd us ? no- 
viciz indie thing at all ; bnt have rather increas'd - onr 
pitionis. miſery, becauſe we made thereof our Gods 
Divicia.” upon Earth, tho? we were often told of 
rumjaRan» their vanity,and how they could never afford 
tia quid their Maſters any comfort, or caſe, when 
no-15 Cn” they were itt molt need of their help. The 
Dor.” Royal Prophet ſeems to commiſerate their 
run! {m-- deplorable condition where he fays, Alas! 
num ſuum the Rich men have ſlept ont their ſleep, and 
- —_— have found nothing in their hands z, People 
omnes viri 7 their ſleep will dream of Mountains of 
divitiarum Gold and Silver, and think themſelves rich 
in 17nibus for ever, but when they awake, they finde 
ſuis. Pla. they are altogether in as bare a condition 4s 
75-% before z this is the caſe with therich, whilſt 
they are in this life, they do imagine them- 
felves Rich for ever,, and that their vaſt 
treaſures will dear them vp-in all neceſſitys 
that ſhall-occur ; but when they open thick 
eyes in the hovr ofdeath, they ſeo then re Fhis 
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ks, | 
0, [littte” proviſion as the- pooreſt beggar in 
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fy muſt depart for another] World' with 


nthte, came but ſmile to hear the Propher 


WW 15#44h langh at ſnch People ;-where are they 
: [row] figs he, thofe great Eſtated men, thoſe 


mercerrary Judges, thofe deluding Lawyers, 


life fie Atrornys, thoſe greedy and cove- 
; [1ns' Merchants, thoſe inſatiable Uſerers 
 IhitHeap'd up fuch a vaſt deal of gotd&hlver, 


ml that never defiſted gathering together ? 
wn mto Hell-fire ; And therefore ſays St 


lowl, for your miſeries that come upon you ; 
ww your riches are rotten, and yorr gold 
n&fver is rafty ; and the ruft thereof ſhall 
eitr reftimony agatnft you's It ſhalt feed-np- 
on your fleſh, as if jt- were fire ;/ you have 
horded up wrath ts-your own felves m the 
if day. Tho" he is an Apoſtle that ſpeaks, 
jet tis wordgare the very didates of the ho- 
lf Ghoſt; whereby we 'may eafily conceive 


atthe main” folly of them that labour fo 
r to procure the ſame, by injuſtree, arid 
altFindiret means, and when they are ma- 
ters'of them, 'do not imploy them to the 


tks"they are rooted ont of the World, & caſt 


Wes; row ye rich men weep, and waik,and 7acob. 
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dangerous confequence of worldly wealth 


Wantage of their Souls, but lay ont all to 
"apore their (grandeur, 'and farisfy their: 


ial I am 


Ws 
Lam rl, that if an, Aſſembly © 
moſt able phyſi itlans of the Mb - 
to determine whether ſuch or ſuch mea 
dangerous to feed upon, and that they 
all conclude they were abſolute poyſon; 
body, few, or none at all 6) hazar 
health toeat thereof, tho? otherwiſe i in] 

ſmell, and taſt, they appear'd ſweet, 149d 
moſt pleaſant ; - And ſhall not. the unaninnoys Wh 
votes of all the Saints in Heaven, and of al 
the Catholike Dottors on Earth, .t ethir w 

with thy moſt holy and urgent admmonion; 
O Lord, be able jo remove the diſorgiyac 
love which mortals bear to this moſt danger- 
ous,& Soyl-killing vanity ? Thoy fayſt by thy 
Divitiz <; Prophet to all mankind, ſet-not your hearts 
afffuanc upon the love of Riches; and why ? the wik Ne 
nohee cor make them this anſwer, becauſe whoever » 
FE: loves Gold (that is beyond the precept,) ſhall 
Gi ig je never be juſtifi'd ; and thou ſayſt thy ſelf; | , 
auflity von £bat thy indignation and wrath ſhall fall very 
juſtficadi- heavy upon rich nations. There's nothing ſo 
-. -.- Often repeated in Scripture as a Woe tothe |, 
Eel 31 Rich; and thoy doſt confirm it th ſelf with & 
i that uſual affirmation, Amen, © Amen, | ſay " 
an. .. untoyou, that a Rich man ſhall hardly enter " 
ry *.--into the Kingdom of Heaven. What an ex- 
' tream folly it is then to ſeek ſo much after ſo 
-o014þ ka *-oigoo a bait, as are Earthly Riches,which | 
may', Perhaps affo td. ſome little — 


4-7 - / '" 


r owners in this World, but with arr ab- 
Wi xcuon from the everlaſting 'plea- 
$Of thy kingdom, Woe be to you Rick 

| or that you have receiy'd your conſ6la- 
141 this life, ſo that in the other you are 
expet any: Sad news indeed forthe 
andable to ſettle in. their hearts a per- 

at abhorrence againſt ſo fatal an enemy 
9the Salvation of their Souls. This expreſ- 
mee t fear, will not at all relliſh with many 
tour Worldlings, who account Riches, to 
ttheir deareſt, and only Friend; nay, had I 


o 


| kid, ; their God, it would not be contrary 


to ttuth,for their hearts are more enamour'd 

with them, then they are with thee, O Lord, 

tho* thou haſt depoſited thy ſweet life to ran- | 
ſom, their Souls from! the power of Hell, and qui yo'anr 
Death everlaſting. And yet if St. Paul may diriccs ace 
te credited, they are groſly miſtaken, and Ince 
wide from the mark they aim at, for where 7H! 
tiey expect their conſolation and pleaſure, 1aqueym 
they meet with their eternal deſtruction and Diabo-,* 
ſorrow, for He ſays, that they which" will defi 
be rich do. fall into temprations, and into the — 
Snares of Satan, as alſo into many unprofita- Y 


& noeive”- 

ble& hurtfal deſires, which do drown them in que mer- 

the Abiſs of deſtruction and Woe.  -.. _. Guot-bave 
Their main objcQion to. this doQrine, , is,;"< 

What thall become of our Wes and Children, Eperditio- 

if we be not careful to provide a maintenance nem. « 


| fr ther, char they may live in the World 7mm 6. 9 


with 
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SW ae 
with as much ſplendour,” as the dietitfe 
their conditionrequires. Bnt the Wie! mh 
gives them a ſatisfaQory anſwer, in Myihind 
and a notable check to boot, 'for hecalls the 
fools,and beſides,he tells them” in'plaifiterih 
that their great care, and labour whit thi 
take to provide ſo amply for their Wives 
Children is ſinful, and therefore will #i 
an eternal diſpleafure to their poor $6ulg9 [re 
This is confirm'd by the Parable whichiths [821 
didſt rehearſe of the Rich-man,who ſaid, whit [An 
muſt I do, for I have no place vacant whered|\al 
in to beſtow my Fruits ? and he ſaid this wif]! 
I do; I will demoliſh my Barns, andere]! 
greater, and in them will } beſtow all' nf ict 
Fruits, and my Goods. And: then I will faf Whe 
to my Sonl; Soul, thou haſt much wealth laif ah 
up for many years ; take now thine eaſe,Eat;[") 
Drink and be merry. And did not Godfa 4 
unto him ? thou Foot, this night thy Sonl} {ay 
ſhall be requir'd of thee : then whoſe ſhdll the 
thoſe things be which thou haſt provided? $0]! 
He that impiouſly, or immoderatly lays #fi}#® 
treafore for himſelf, his Wife, and Family; nd 
expecting to enjoy it many years, deſerts the 
the ſame title, and may as ſuddenly be difap- bep 
pointed, becauſe he had improv'd his off mY 
Stock, and rob'd Gad, his heavenly King 6f a 
his Cuſtom, that is; He never according to wo 


his capacity beſtow's any part of his rear © 


: 


CITY YL 
© dl vidns i works; as Gods law doth require 3 
wilind igdeed, if this be well conſfider'd, We 
dthallfinde it an_cxceſlive folly, and maddneſs 
$1100;;; What can it be term'd. elſe ? to damn 
mes;Soul :to;.teaye ones Wife and Children 
-aMfichi0the world ? This is certainly the height 
of madneſs, and 2 meer deluſton of the Devil; 
for one moment after We are dead, We ſhall 
49 fare no more, for all our. Kindred then we 
lg [hall for ſtrangers.3 and one penny given in 
ki IAlms while we liv'd for thy ſake, O Lord, 
[all bring vs. more comfort at that day, then 
vj [thouſands of pounds beſtow?d even upon our 
elf neareſt Relations to make them rich. Ir js of 
mj/[ich People that the Prophet, Royal ſpcaks, 
[Where he ſays, that all their aCtions are no- 
ai{{hing but meer vanity, for what greater va- a6 i 
ar oity is there then to bequeath ſuch vaſt Sums mo vivens. 
: o Gold and Silver to their own kindred, and P/zl. 3s. 
| 


[Iniverſa 


\[aveina manner nothing for the good of 
all their immortal Souls : Were we to go a lang Vz vobis 
gg[purney, We would be ſars to, carry ſome 34.09 
. : : $ iniqui- 
aplpprovikon with us for to ſupport our bodys, gem in 
{91d We ſhall take no care for aur Souls when funiculis 
fa [they are in their departing Agony, ready to vauicaris. 
| beg ; Þ Eſai. $6. 
þ--| *gm that painfal, and frightful voyage of 5 
wi |Hertity ? Surely ſuch men walk unprofita- 
of! [bly ; certainly they are diſquicted in vain ; 
t9/ [dey heap up Riches, and know not who ſhall 
re | joy them ; their life is a gathering of all 
"| kinde 


5 8 
kinde of vansty ; vanity in ambition, yanityl 
m Riches, vanity in pleaſures, vanity in ther 18: 
corporal beauty, vanity 1n their Apparel;hi# 
vanity inall things which they moſt eſteem; 
vanity in all their life, vanity in their 1 
Is fize, vanity in their laſt Will and Teſts 4, 
ment, wherein their nobleſt part the Soul In 
 theleaſt ſhare. Woe be unto you, ſays the 
Pjal. 5- Prophet,that do draw wickedneſs in the ropes [8 
of vanity, of promotion, of dignity, of No- v 
bility, &c. theſe are the ropes he means, and [$8 
which doalways drag with them a vaſt croud y 
of iniquity and Sin. Thou haſt O Lord, a6. 
T Reg. 17- mortal hatred for the obſervers of ſuperfly- 
ous yanitys, and thou haſt utterly deſtroy'l 
the whole Family and Linage of Baaſa, King : 


þ* 
'T 


of Iſrael, for no other reaſon, but becauſe they 
had provok'd thee in their vanity. Blefſed 
Bearvsvir then is that man who has not ſuffer'd his heart Iz? 
:_wr to be ſeduc'd with the vanity and falſe mads Y 
:n yanita- Neſs Of this World, of this Vale of igars,of [1 
res, & infa-this deplorable baniſhment, of this boiſterous b 
| via fall#. Sea, ſofull of diſaſters,that there's not a days I 
Pal. nor an hour ; nor a moment of our life but is Jy 
attended with ſome misfortune, or another, 
the beſt Arithmetician that ever took pen in Ji 
hand cannot exaQtly ſet down, or calculate o 
Miſerys that are incident to humane nature, | g3 
NO tongue is able to expreſs the. maniſold' { 
infirmirys of our Pedys, the paſſions of our I 
| Souls; |- 


(3 -: 
q ©1340 ib 2 37) e Ye fo 
Mis Nftheafframzand infjurys we receive 
rags F rzends,as- from:our : Foes, all 
aulations:and:/-crofles: tliat - are: laid 
s:daily; beth at! home and abroad -; 
acompences 4; Law-ſuit againſt us 
hout. either-Equitys or-Juſtice, but meer- 
i lor-ſpite. and Malice 34a0ther 1ys mm wait 
[0x 05 £0, take away eur lives: ; 2'third 
00 will make, it his. ſtudy; 20; blaſt our re- 
MMtation... Some, are. in open wars one-with 
M.0tner..; others, more-'ſubtile, will bear 
beg. neighbours a mortal grudge, but will 
£ no ſhew, of. it, until they meet with a 
ourable occaſion to exccute their:malice; pa mihi in 
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what they had tax'd him with, tho” they were 
even upon the borders of Hell, ready to be 
caſt therein both Soul and body ; ; ſo great is 
the malice of ſuch deſperate and unchriſtian 
Souls. There are beſides theſe uſual calami- 
ties, an infinite number of others, that are 
nameleſs, becauſe they be ſudden, and vnex- 
pected chances ; one loſes an eye in a Skir- 
miH, another his arm, one gets a fall from 
" his hor ſe, and breaks his neck , another 
in a frantick fit flings himſelf. out of a 
Window and is bruis'd to death; a Third 
man Tails intoa Poo!, or a River, and 1s 
drown'd. 

Fall the Writers of this Sinful Age We 
live in had taken an exa& account from every 
particular man within the ſame Century, of 
what diſtaſters had happen'd to him in his 
life,thcy would certainly have matter enough 
to fill as many volumes as they have hairs on 
their heads, and if all the merry paſſages, 
& ſad rencounters that every individual man 
had met with in his days, were put 1n a 
balance,the latter would much overweigh the 
former, ſo he would viſibly ſee that for ons 
hour of pleaſure, & true content he had in his 
life, he met with a hnndred of miſery,of tri- 
bulation, and angviſhesz now if the life of 
Man, which is ſo ſhort, be inte-mix'd with 
fach a vaſt deal of ſorrow, what a ſinall or 
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Gel thereof can pretend to any real felicity (if 


(339) 


{ach a thing may be expeQed in this World. 
But all thoſe calamities I now have menti- 

on'd, are common, as well, to the good, as 

to the bad, becauſe they both fail in the ſame Laſlari ſui 

Sea,and are both likewiſe expos'd-to the felf- 715 10 

fame fortune ; yet 1 can. demonſtrate many 0- & pert 

ther miſeries which are peculiar to the wicked onis & 

alone, and theſe are not improperly term'd bulavimu 

the Daughters of iniquity, whoſe deſcripti- _—_ 

on will be much to our preſent purpoſe, be- 5. 

cauſe they render the lite of the wicked molt mini ignc 

abominable, and their body and minde, both ravimus, 

ſubje&t to a multitude of miſeries. Hear,what 9? 54 

they themſelves do confeſs of them : Alas! 

fay they, we have wearied our ſelves in the 

way of iniquity and perdition, We have 

walk'd in moſt difficult and ſiniſter paths du- 

ring our whole lives, for We know nothing 

of the way of the Lord ; by this their own 

aſconrſe we may very well conclade, that e- 

ven as the Juſt enjoy a kind of Paradiſe here 

vpon Earth, and do expeRt a far more happy 

one in the other life ; ſo the wicked haveiin 

this World their Hell, to which a far more 

Intollerable Thall ſucceed in tt*other, for evil 

Conſciences proceed from Hetl without 

doubt, and they fteer their courſe diredly to 

the ſame Haven, where they ſhall be torment=- 

Weternatly. And their-produtts have pro- 

h £ 2. portionable 
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Portionabte evils deriv'd from ſeveral caufes} be 


ſome of them are the effe&s of thy Juſtice O 
Lord, for thou art a moſt juſt Judge ir: all 
thy proceedings, ſometimes thou doſt order 
the ſin to be puniſh'd as ſoon as committed, 
.and tho? thou doſt uſually refer ve the py- 
niſhment thereof to the other life, yet the 
wicked are very often afflicted even in this 
life for the ſame. 'Tis moſt certain that as 


thou doſt govern the whole World witha . 


general providence, thou doſt alſo moderate 
every particular therein with a peculiar Pro- 
vidence, ſo that, as the number of our Sins 
does increaſe, our Puniſhments ſhall be mul 
tipli*d to the fame degree. This we know by 
our many and fatal experiences, for what 
were all our diſaſters hitberto, as ſo many 
Revolutions of Government, ſuch vaſt alte- 
rations and changes in matters of State and 
Religion, the various fortune of ſo many 
Kings, and Princes, Such horrid difloialty in 
SubjeQts to their lawful Sovereigns, ſo many 
ſtupendious and deſtrutive Famines and 
Conflagrations, ſuch inhumane and bloudy 
Wars, ſo many peſtilential Diſtempers, ſuch 
cruel Mnrthers; ſo many private and publick 
diſlentions and jars ? They were certain) 
the juſt *puniſhments of our manifold ; an 
moſt grevious offences : to make good. what 


- \ of 


F ſay , that the puniſhment immedighgly yl 
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ſows the ſin, I produce what thon O Lord, | 
Gidſt to Cain for a confirmation, If thou doſt _ 
well, ſhalt thou not be accepted, but If chou Nene fi} 
doſt ill, Sin lieth at thy door ; that is to ſay »ris recipls 
the pain and puniſhment of the Sin is at hand, eg; 6 au- | 
and Moſes in thy name ſays as much to the rem maley 
People- of 1ſrael ;, know then, that the Lord fatim in | 
thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which 22 | 
keeps Covenant and Mercy with them that aqeric. 
love him, and keep his Commandments, to Gen. 7. 
a thouſand Generations ; and repays them P*#* 7: 
that hate him, to their face, to deſtroy them. 

He will not be ſlack to him that hates him, he 
will repay him to his face. This word Statim, 
ſo often repeated jn Scripture, and which ſig- 
nifies a quick return, aſſures me that beſides 
the puniſhments thou haſt reſery2d for the 
wicked in tt other World,thou haſt alſo ſome 
In ſtore whereby to chaſtiſe them, even in 
this life, & immediately after the tranſgreſſi- 
on of thyLaw;S$o that as often as they fall into 
Sin,ſo often they feel the heavy weight of thy 
juſt indignation,they are toſt from one miſery 
Int another ; from one tribulation they fall 
into another z this day brought to the bar for 
their misdemeanours, to marrow condemn'd 
todye, and the next day ſhameful]; put to 
death without making any refle&tion upon 
What might be the fatal cauſe of their great 
misfortune: For res not believe the goods 
2 0 
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neither do they impate their puniſhment t6 
thy Wrath, nor as laid upon them by thy 
appointment, and this blindneſs 1t 15 which 
prevents the amendment of their lives. 

' If there were no other evil in the World 
then the aſllitions and miſeries wnich attend 
-our bodys, it were not ſo much to be hated, 


and converſe therein ; but ſeeing our corre- 
ſpondence and freedom with it, 1s ſo perni- 
cious to our Souls alſo, which'ought to be the 
ſubj=& of our greateſt care,as berng the prin- 
cipal part of our eſſence, and a precious de- 
__ poſitum, whereof We mult * give a ſtrictac- 
re, 1." count to thee, O Lord, We are neceſſarily,& 
hueos, INnall reaſon oblig'd to eftrange our ſelves: 
ſal.zo, 6, from it, and more eſpecially, for fear to be 
intangl'd 1ft its Snares, which are ſo nume+ 
rous, that the Propher ſays of thee, upon the 
wicked thou ſhalt rain Snares. Owhat an un«: 
fpeakable ntmber of ſnares muſt be' in 'the: 
world then, ſince they are compared to the; 


they muſt fall upon Sinners too, becaufe they;' 
of all men, have the leaſt care of their hearts; 


leaſt ſolicitous to avoid the occaſions of Sin: 
8ad the'leaft ' concern'd for Spiritual Reme- 


efs 


x £4 


Of nature to be thy benefits, and con ſequent 
ly not deſerving their thanksgiving for them,' 


Reither ſhould our fear be ſo great to trade, 


drops of Rain that fall from' Heaven ;and:' 


of thei: ſenſes, and conſciences,” they are the 7 
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djs, fo that being intimately acquainted with 
the "World they can't avoid falling into theſe 
Snares. which come like Rain upon Sinners, 
0 Lord ! thou doſt pour down Snares upon 
Youth, Snares upon old Age,there are Snares 
inevery ſtate and condition; Snares in Riches, 
Snares in Poverty, Shares in Honours, Snares 
inopprobrys, Snares in Frindſhip, Snares in 
the Society of Men, as well as in the compa- 
ay of Women, Snares in the Solitary Wil- 
derneſs 3 Snares in Proſperity, Snares in Ad- 
verſity, Snaresin all our ſenſes 3 Jn fine, the 
Prophet crys out, Snares upon all the Inhabi- 
ants of the Earth. O Lord ! hadſt thou 
youchſaffd to open onr eyes, as thou didſt 
thoſe of bleſſed St. Anthony, We ſhould ſee Athanas.' 
how-the whole World is ſpread over with ia .vira St. 
Snares, and ſocloſe, that they touch one'a- Antony, 
nother ; and we would alſo admixe as he did, 
that any one ſhould eſcape : what wonder is 
it then that ſo many Souls ſhould periſh day- 
ly, and that St. Bernard ſhould fay,' of ten 
Souls that flote upon the tempeſtious Sea of 
this World, ſcarce one ſhall be fav'd; and 
who:ſhall 1 not bate ſo dangorous a World, who 
ſhould not-fear to live in ſo dreadful a place; 
nhowill not ſtrive with all his might, arid 
Killto-avoid thoſe Snares ? who will dare g0' 
bare-fogt among ſo many Serpents,and with- 
our Armeamong ſo many Enemies ; who'will 
VN, Z 4 - .. believe 
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Eccle. 13 
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believe himſelf ſecureamong ſo many occaſi; 
ons of Sin, or who will be ſo deſperate asto 
cohabit with ſo many mortal infirmities with» 
out a Doctor, or his preſcription ta preſerve 
him from falling into one, or ſeveral of thoſe 
diſtempers ? who will not uſe all his Endea- 
vours to get out of this Zgipt,out of this land 
of darkneſs, out of this Babiloniſh Slavery, 
who will not ardently defire to be ſct at li- 
berty out of the ſcorching flames of this 
World, which do as often provoke thee 
O Lord, to reſolve upon our utter deſtruRi- 
on, as the wickedneſs of Sodom and Goe 
morha did ſolicit thee to ſo dreadful a chaſtiſe- 
ment,as theirs was ? Since that the World is ſo 
repleniſh*d with dangerous Snares,deſign'd to 
intangle our poor Souls therein, and ſend 
them Priſoners to the dark dungean of Hel), 
and withall, We meet every where with 2 
Precipiece, the very flames of vice, haveina 
great meaſure deform'd tho beanty of oun 


Souls already, who will then, think himſelf 


ſafe to live any Joyger in a place ſo throng 
with mortall: Enemies ? + qo] 
The Wiſe man ſets us this Queſtion, caga: 


man take fire in his boſam, and his clothsao% 


by burnt? or can one go upon hot Coals gang! 
his feet not be burnt ? He that will handle 
Pitch, fays another can't be free from. 2 {Pgti; 
no more can a Man that is always. ha 
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h the Proud be exempt from Pride ; and 
this is the caſe of all us poor Mortals, for 
We can't expect to live in the World among 
ſmany Snares, and Ambuſhes without fal- , . ——_— 
lng into them frequently. David was cruelly ;,j4.n 
perſecuted by Saul, and often in danger of his vna die ia 
ſweet life, which made him take a firm reſo- manum 
lation to avoid his company, and never to 54 ct 
ome into his ſight ; for ſays he, if Ido not $4 ue 2. 
take this courfe, and ſecure my life by flying am & Cl- | 
from the danger ; I ſhall certainly one time ver. 
or other fall into his hands; let us make uſe i824-29.4 
ofthe ſame means to ſecure our Souls from 

the World,and from all it's falſe allurements; 

let us fly from them, or atleaſt, (if We be 

far ingag'd therein that we can't avoid it, ) 

letus he ſure to give 1t no place in our hearts, 
which-opght to be wholly conſecrated to thee 

0 Lord, whio alone deſervelt it intirely.to 

thy ſelf; without any Rival ; for thou.doſt 

love us ſtill (tho? We continue to be:thy E- 

nennes, ) and deſires only a grateful return of 

bye from us, that we 59 made . happy 
for ever. In our Baptiſm We gave thee ad- 
mittance into our hearts, with a promiſe to 
befaithful to thee hereafter ; thou art ready 
to"take poſſeſſion thereof, and to. adorn it. 
with all thy" holy Graces and favours z cer- 
lanly we* mult be hard-hearted indeed, if 
Fe. reduſe 1 fayourable = motign from fo 


good | 


” 


4 


(346) 
Food and ſo gracious a Saviour. Tam conf | 
dent. thy endearing words, and moſt loving 
expreſſions will even force our conſent to {6 $* 
charming 2 requeſt, and the rather that itis 
to our great advantage, and the eternal Sal- Þ** 
vation of our Souls ; Speak then O Lord, for 
We ſhall all hear thee,and will ( by the aſl F? 
ance of thy Grace) perform what ever thou F* | 
wilt command us to do. | 


SAVIOUR. 


Man the greatneſs of my Paternal Pro- F 

vidence for mankinde in general, and 
the exceſs of my love for thofe among them Þ* * 
That are my faithful Servants, ſhould win the 
hearts even of the moſt obſtinate, and moſt 
rebellious that ever were heard of, nay, it F 
ihould force them to pay me that ſmall tri- F'?* 
bute, [only require at their hands which.is F* 
to love me with all their hearts, and to fuk [*.' 
fill my commands, with the moſt tender ab | ef 
fetion of a moſt dutiful and obedient Servanb F 
For the lovel bear them,does far exceed that "Fa 
ofall worldly Fathers to their Children ;4n4'F the 


the care 1 take to provide for them is alto) lh 1 


MIC 


ther as great as my love; What Father W | 
ever known to ſhed his blood for his children 

as I haye done for mine ; or give" that attew 
Lanee to his Children, as I give £9 mine © "vt 
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met and defend them from all accidents, I 
}d by them in all their tribulations to com- 
" Inthem,and fo temper their afflicions that 
ir extremity make them not deſpair 
" & Prophet Royal was ſenſible of the great 
a Þ* Itake of my Children in their afflictt- 
s; by this I know, ſays he that thou fa- 
ureſt me, becauſe rhou doſt not ſuffer mine 
iemy to trzumph over me 3 thou upholdeſt 
: inmy integrity, and fetteſt me in thy 
ht for ever. So great is my love for my be- 
md Children that I never remove my 
s from off them. 

There's no better teſtimony then that of 
man, who knows what is ſaid to be true 
it Þ fiS. wn experienee 3 my Prophet can 
;- $';thee a true account of my ardent love for 
oſethatare ſo happy as to be of the num- 
xr'of my Children, and Favourites, and 
, Ftfare I would have thee to hear what he 
: FiSof me, and to fix thy ſelf upon his unde- 
ppc depotition ; behold, ſays he, the eyes 
1\4ithe Lord is upon them that fear him , 
/0p06-upon them that hope in his mercy, to 
Fer their Sopls from Death. The eyes of 
We Lord are upon the Righteous, and his 
p Fare open unto their cry. But the face of 


| > 


1.0 d'is2 ainft them that do evil, to cut 
ic remembrance of thein from the Earth. 
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Tie Righteous cry, and the Lord hears an) ** 
delivers them out of all their troubles. Ty 
Lord is nigh unto them that are of a brokenf#b* 
heart : and faves ſuch as he of a contri 
Spirit. Many are th'afflictions of the Righ* 
teous , but the Lord delivers him out 0 es 

Ple.20.18, DEM all : But evil ſhall ſlay the wicked, andf pi 

Pſa.24.15. FRY that hate the Righteous ſhall be deſolate, F*.” 

" * Whereas the Lord ſhall redeem the Souls 9 uls, 
his own true Servants, and Children ; andF b 
none of all them that place their truſt, and" ” 
put their confidence in him ſhall ever periſh," 

The greateſt treaſure that a Chriſtian Manf®* 
ſhould wiſh to enjoy in this World is the lon 
and Providence of God, the more he knows briſt 
them, and the ſurer he is of their enjoyment, F! P' 
the greater ſhould be his comfort, and conf, 
dence in the ſame God. Thoy muſt know OF 
man'that the teſtimonies of Scripture relatingÞ\* * 
to the promiſes I give yato the Faithfull of . he 

Eecte, 1, My love 3 my care and Prote&tion of themJ" h 

2c. 34,19. are 10 many authentick Evidences, and rati: 
fications of the ſame, that they are no more t ſer 
to bequeſtion?d then is the laſt Will and Te-Þ'X* 
ſtament of2 dying man, which noye oughtFtlF 
to miſtruſt of falſhood : Hear then, and take val 
great notice of what the wiſe ſay of my great [1 
love and care for Men. The eyes of the Lord te 
are conſtantly fix'd upon thoſe that far 2 fuck 

Thers'$n0t a ſtep they go, nor ag a3ion FRIES 
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; nor a word they ſpeak but he takes ai 
unt of ; He is the powerful ProteQor of 
. -odly, the upholder of the virtuous, the 
J Sfender of the zealous, a comfort to the af- 
ted, a refuge to the Juſt from the Scorch- 
* & heat of Luſt, and all other vices, a Pre- 
anlf er from all "mortal offences, their main 
þ in all their adverſitys, exalting their 
F uls; illuminating their eyes, giving them 
.n4#, health, and his everlaſting bleſſings; O 
many kinds of employments do 1 take 
on me for the welfare and preſervation of 
af ! The Prophet Royal gives me another Apud Do- 
rep, which ought mightily to encourage all Mem 
x; Þiltians to put themſelves intirely under minis diri- 
it Þ) protection , which likewiſe adds ve- gentur, & 
F much luſtre to my divine love for my viam ejus 
qFthful and loving Servants. The ſteps of —_ _— 
ne mangſays he, are order'd by the Lord, = = 
ﬆ | he delights in his way. Tho? he ſhould detur,quiz 
, he ſhall not be utterly caſt down for —— G 
Lord upholds him with his hand. Conſi- ſ{pponir 
oF ſeriouſly this amourous expreſſion, & ſee foam. Pat. 
«þ at hurt, can. come to a man that falls upon 36. 23, 24. 
he Peet, and eaſy, and fo gracious a cuſhion, + 
ef 12 ts mY ſacred hands? none at: all ; for I 
L.Þ # pat ve them {ſo carefully, that NOT.0- 
1 ye & harry {hall come upon *em-3/and 
$41 ſhould be fo peremptory as to affli&, or 
y- | ha: Is under my protein, UBelt- 
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take it for an injury done to my ſelf; for thi 
Qui 08 that touches them, touches the apple of mini 
rantie py. Ce Certainly this ſpecial care | take to police 
git pu» : . +. 
pillam o- tect the Righteous, 1s a moſt convincing adi: 
 culi mei. -putnent of my great love: for them 3 and thier 
Zache. 2. tommand I lay upon my Angels to keep and 
preſerve them in all their ways, is altogetheſſ;qn 
as great a proof of my tender kindenefſs, and; 
Pal. go, Eſpecially,the ſtrict charge [ give them. to beaſhjer 
men up in their hands, leſt they ſhould di tn | 
their feet againſt the Stones; O Man conſideQ7j; 
how highly the Righteous are honour'd bite; 
me, in that I have appointed my Angelialyjce 
Spirits to bear them up in their Arms : While 
Pope, what Emperour, what Monarch if, 
the World was ever ſo well ſupported{y.;, 
Beaſts or Mens ſhonldersat moſt are enough yy 
tocarry them, but my Angels from Heaveſſh;ic 
are order*d to bear my Children even in theiqyf4, 
hands, wherever they zoe. :: 4 -_— 
It's uſual with Elder-Brothers ( if they y,, 
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r Miſt avers that they ſurround the Righteogs 
ih this life, leſt any hurt ſhould betal them 


Prifffom any fido 3 and I keep a vigilant eye 
8 adirer them my ſelf that no evil may annoy 


dthifhem 3 7- five they ſhall tread upon the Lion, Pſe.91.123 
panfad Adder : The young Lion and the Dra- 14» 15:16» 


te;on ſhall they trample under their feet, be- 
' UTcuſe they have fix d their love upon me, 
 KXfffferefore will 1 deliver them - I will ſet them 
Caf ts high, becauſe they have known my name. 
Ic They ſhall call upon me, and I will anſwer 
« dſitem : 1 will be with them in all their trou- 
ll Wes, I will alſo deliver them, and honour 
Viwfihem too; 1 will bleſs them with a long life, 
i Mad ſhew them my Salvation at the hour of 
telJyteir death. When the King of Syria came with 
WF wmerous Army to take my Prophet Ehſens 
aVYriſoner, his Servant felt ſo great an Agony 
tel of trembling,and was ſo terrify'd at the ſight 


ſo dreadful a power, that my Prophet 4reg.s.r9 


} Jiray'd heartily I ſhould open his eyes, to let 
Milim fee the far greater number of Angels 
J Jyhich were on his fide, to beat down that 
Ineh lt multitude which came to annoy him ; 
jUI#hereupon the Servant was animated, and 
I Fkem'd to dare his Adverfaries, or at leaſt to 
Juke flight of them ; bad I open'd thine eyes 
” hat and ſet thee the queſtion, what 
Al bo thon ſee in Sunamite, that is my Church, 
rerery Soul that lives in the ſtate of Grace, 
% thou 


; 
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thou wouldſt anſwer ; I ſee great Arai 
Aagelson every fide of her ; O what a puif: 
ſant Guard is this ! ſure there's no danger of 


any diſaſter falling upon my faithful Seryants 


- whilſt they are fs extraordinary well pro. 

uid vide- ed 2 
_ 4 Solomons Couch was erivironed with fix- 
choros ca- ty Men of the Strongeſt and ſtouteſt of all 1/- 
firorum. xrael, with their drawn Swords in their hands 
Cant. 7+ and wereall expert in Martial diſcipline,each 
Cant. 2, One well Arm'd at all points for fear of any 
nocurnal incurſions, or inſurreQions, This 
is only a figure,but a perfe& repreſentative of 
the great care which 1 take to preſerve,& pro- 
| tet the Righteous, otherwiſe how could they, 
(being conceiy'd in fin, & living in a frail & 
corrupt fleſh, prone to all evil, & amongſo 
many ſnares , and powerfull allurements to 
evil ) paſs over as many years without the leaſt 
mortal Sin ? this is the wonderful effec aad 
chief benefit of my Divine Providence and 
Protection, which is ſo extraordinary great 
that it does not only preſerve them from e- 
vil, but changes the very evil which they had 
careleſly committed into a ſubje& of greater 
Diligenti- gg90d, becauſe that by this little ſtumble they 


—— they become more wary, more humble 


cooperan- and more thankful to me : whio have with- 
rur in bo-drawn them from ſo great « danger, and 
num Ren. forgiven them an offence againſt my infinite | 

* 2 J rs - | 


Majeſty; 


have ofren-deſerv'd my abandoning them, yet 


| |-Xrvant, and have already done it to Totiphar 
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Majeſty. This was af occaſion of St. Pals 
faying. We know all things work together Diligenti- 
for good, to them that love God. If this bus deum 
ereat favour be worthy of all Mens admura- —_—_ 
tion; how much more aſtoniſhing will it be, ;,; num 
that I ſhew this great Mercy not only to Am 8.28. 
my beloved Servants, but alſoto their Chil- 
dren, and to their Children's Children after 
them, as I do ſolemnly declare in theſe 
words. I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, viſiting the iniquity of the Fathers upon Exod.20.5 
the third and feurth Generation of them 
that hate me, and ſhewing mercy unto 
thouſands of them that love me, and keep 
my Commandments. David is a ſufficient 
Preſident hereof, for I - did not reje& his ] 
Children for many Aves; and-tho? their ſins | 


Thad pattence with them for the love and 
eſteem -I bare to David their worthy Fa- 
ther, and my faithful Servant. 

When Avraham ſent his Servant to finde Gen, 17. 
out a competent, and virtuous Wife for his 
dearly beloved Son T/aac, I had a ſpecial care 
todiret him the ſafeſt and beſt way, and a]- 
to bring his buſineſs to a moſt proſperous 
wgcluſion, and all was for the great love & 
kindeneſs 1 had for his Maſter; I would do Gem. 3; 
much to 4 bad Maſter for the ſake of a good 


Aa the 


Capillus 
de capite 


peribit. 


P/al. no3." 


————_—— ct 25 0! 
Luc.21.28, The effeas of my Providence are ſo-many;" [ere 
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the Egiptian, for the ſake of my Patriarch Jos) 
ſepb, for I have multiply 'd all bis fubftange; | yor 
as well in his houſe,as in the Ficlds,, not: ups: | ox 
on his own account, being an-unbelieving! tha 
Heathen, but meerly for the love I had fof! | ta: 

: 

my 


his chaſt and godly Servant. What mercy 
what care, what Providence can be greater: 
then this? and is he not a mad man indced# 1198 
that will refuſe to ſerve © ſo good, fo liberal! lids 
and ſo bountiful a'Lord as ] am'to all rhofes 14d 
that ſerve me, and who am ſo carefpl of them 
{clves, and of allthat -concerns them, thatp1 tea 
can't ſuffer ſo much as one hair of theiread! Ji; 


and ſo wonderful, that I am commonly call'di” [x 
in Scripture the Father of the Righteous, and! [lord 
I likewiſe call them my dearly. beloyed Chit [ur; 
dren: my Providence promoted the Prophet" [ti 
royal, and was favourable to him upon al}06- |. T1 
cafions, neither was ke ungratefu}, or uf--' Pitke 
mindeful of my benefits, for He gives me this - els 
Atonement of his gratefull acknowledgement,” 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and: all thatis Þ 
within me,Bleſs his holy name.Bleſs the Lord;  Þ1gn 
O my Soul, and forget not all his benefits,” 
Who forgives all thine iniquities, who” heals 'Pede 
all thy diſeaſes ; who redeems thy life from-*dul 
deſtruction, who crowns thee with loving |, 
:indnefs and tender mercies , who ſatisfies * Ft; 


thy 
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2 | thy mouth. with good things : by him thy 


- 


e; | jonthigrenew'd like the Eagles, The Lord 


& | executes righteouſneſs anc judgment for al 


l 


6 | tatereoppreſs'd. He made known his ways 
£3 | tax2oyſes, and all his actions unto the Chil- 


j [{ypaot/rect. The Lord is merciful ant gra- 


£2 [agns; flow: to anger, and prone.to mercy. He 
t | nill.got always chide us, nefther will he keep 
vi Thiygnger for ever; He has not dealt with us 
2 [dur fits have deſerv'd : nor has he reward- 
Þ |d according to our iniquitys. For as rhe 


[{! [faven is High above the Earth, ſo great is 


$' [his mercy towards them that fear him, As 


- [kremov'd our tranſgreſſions from ns, even 
jz* 157 Father doth pitty his Children , So the 
þ.! Lord. pittys them that fear him,for he knows 
4i0 Jour: frame, and he remembers that we are 
p* [thing but duſt. | 

The Prophet Eſaiah, thinking the name of 
ther did not ſufficently expreſs the tender- 
ls of my love, becauſe it has been never 
'P*:;paralel'd by any mortal Parents, ſays, 
pad! thou art our Father indeed, A5rahan: 
$12norant of us,and 1/rael docs not acknow- 
tus. Thou O Lord art our Father, our 
'Pedeemer, and thy name is from everlaſting; 
5Ptho" they be our Father according to the 

kl, yet they dou'c deſerve the name there- 
'Þ; Tisa qualification due to thee alone, for 
| A4a2 their 
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| [hras the Eaſt is from the Weſt, ſo far has 


E'a. s 31 6s 
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their love for us is no more then a ſhaddow th 
to that which thou haſt expreſs'd to us yppq a 
all occaſions, my love rather reſembles ghaz | w 
which a good natur'd Mother bears. to her ; 
child, and therefore I compare my ſelf to'thy | x; 
moſt paſſionate of the Sex, Can a Mather, for: ſs 
get her ſucking Child, that ſlie ood ſig 
have compaſſion on the Son of her womh/ |; 
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forpet {:j7 
thee. Behold I have. graven thee upon the 156 
palms of my hands, thy walls are continual |jg 
ly before me. Can any Mother ſpeak with [4g 
more tender expreſſion of love z who willie [pr 
ſo blinde, ſo ſtupid, and ſo far from good [wp 
nature as not to rezoyceat the very ſound. [je 
theſe ſuperamourous words, which areable [yin 
to revive the deadeſt heart-that ever. was;to|yhgi 
all motions of love, or devotion ? what mW theo 
(tho? never ſo great a drone ) hearing meli þ 
give him this extraordinary aſſurance of my; 

moſt ardent love, and paternal Providen, [that 
will not run with the ſpouſe in the Cantiglts[thei, 
after the ſweet ſcent of my perfumes. -}aMJ;jher 
God that ſpeaks to thee, and the eternal W-Ihzch 
rity too, which was never guilty of the ledbÞygye 
falſhood, whoſe riches have no limits,and thou 
whoſe power is of tho ſame nature with tltþg/4 
reſt of my attributes, which are all infinit6 I] fg 
am therefore him only thon ſhovld{t fear Pg 
offend, and in whom thou hoplds ane their 
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thy hopes and confidence - my words ſhould 
tfort-and rejoyce thy heart, the title of 
WhotrT confer upon thee,ſhould unman thee 
Bras to-take on the heart and ſpirit of a 
Gild'of God,and rhe aſſur'd demonſtrations 
ſgivethee of my great Love:and Providence 
fould breed in thee an everlaſting abhorrence 
of the'World, and all it's allurements. 


What more ſhall I fay ? 'or to what ſhall ,,,,, 
Feompare the love which I bear unto thee; 11. 
the'Eagle of all Mothers, is the moſt ten- Deut.1.31., 


(&'of her little ones, and it's therefore the 
Prophet ſays of me, as an Eagle ftirs up her 
ſt, flutrers over her young, ſpreads abroad 
kerwings, takes them,and bears them-on her 
vings, ſo the Lord has dealt with thee, nay, 
ou haſt ſeen how the Lord thy God bears 
wee; as a man does bear his young child 
1 his arms, in all'the way that ye went, un- 
fl ye came into this place.. What could Ido; 
that | have not done to my People to wean 
their affections 'from the World, and ſettle 
tem totally upon ſo good; and ſo Cordial a 
Ruther asl[ em to them ? | call them my be- 
ored Children, and ſo they are indeed, for 
thou ſnalt find as' many authentick teſtimonics 
there have. been Prophets in the World 
omthe'beginning, that they are my Chil- 
Uenin effect as well by their Creation as by 
ir preſeryation from «11 dangers. The Pro- 

*»& AAaz3 piety 


Ferem. z1. phet: Jeremy will tel thee that 1þ o 


« 1 pg i 


them-with:an, everlaſting love, andth 

loving-kindaeſs I have Jrawa herd of of 
thing 29:what, they..are at preſent, and? 
prefory*d them.as well from: their tempbrat 
as from their Spiritual Enemies, whill they 
remain'd ſubmiſſive to my Laws,and gave me 
the reverence which is expected from dutih 

Children to their Parents ; O ye Nations! 
{ſays the ſame Prophet, hear the word of the 
Lord,& declare it in the Ifles afar off,& ſay,the 
Lord that has Scatter'd the People of 1//ae! 
for their Sins, will gather them again, if they 
will cry to him for mercy, and if they conti- 
nae-obedient to his commands, he will keep 
them, 'as'a Shepherd does his flock. For the 
Lord has redcem'd Jacob, and has ranſom'd 
him-from. the hand of him that was ftronger 
then/He. The fame Prophet will tell thee al- 
ſo how ready,and willing I am to be recon; 
ciPd-to-my. Children when they repent, He 
ropreſents me, as if I were overjoy d at the 
very hearing of their mournful yoice; I have 
furely.heard Epbraim bemoaning himſelf thuy, 
thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtis'd 's 
a Bullock unaccuſtom'd to the yoak ;'tvrn 
thou me, andT ſhall be turn'd ;. for thouart 
the Lord. my God. Surely after that I'w8 
tarn\\! , Frepented ; and after that 1 wasin- 
Neruced, I ſmote upon my Thigh: I wast- 
ſhaw'd, yea, even confounded, becauſe - 
_—— | Rs 0. Fl ſr 


| hear 
{ 
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the reproach of my. youth: thou has heard 
Topentance of a ſforrowful Sinner ; & his 
. reſolution to lead a better Tife for the 
re, Now obſerve well my joyful expref- 
5to hich, Yea Ephraim my dear Son ? He 
4 pleaſant Child indeed ? for fince 1ſpake 

inſt him,l 46 carneſtly remember him ſtill: 
erefore my bowels are troubled for him ; 
[ ſurely have mercy upon him, fays the 


j , All theſe propertys exercis'd by me 


' ipon my beloved, deſerve to be ſeriouſly 


tonlider'd, for they are certainly able to in- 
"= moſt obſtinate hearts with my love, 
ad why not, being I am ſo much enamour'd 
if them, tho? they be {6 refraQtory to my 
7s, and ſuch great enemies to their own 
Ifare, that.they do not regard my earneſt, 
Icharming invitations. | 
; Bnt to oblige them the more to their duty 


ae: 'Byt, how doſt thou know them, O 
L rd? with'what eyes doſt thou behold them? 
ata Father knows me, even ſo know I my 
Hatter, ahd with the ſame eyes that I behold 
i Father, and my Father beholds me ; I be- 
old my ſheep, O moſt bleſſed Eyes! O moſt 
| py, aſpett ! O . wonderful Providence ! 


WAL, & 
ET mhat Zrearer Riches can any Man deſire, 


WI Sling: oof 56 AR 4 + -- then 


reater. glory, what richer treaſure, . 


0 me, bi tell chem that Iam the good” Shep- 7oir. 14. 
ed, and Know my ſheep, and am known of '5: 


1? 


Exech. 2, 
JI,I2, 13. 


I4. ec. 


Exech. 34. 
ults 


(-360 Y 
then to be the worthy object of mydivitie' 
ſpe, and to be look'd upon With, the: Catng 
e.. cs.that my Father-beholds me? -What tan 

adopted Son only to.en joy the; priviledge;& 
chict prerogative of the only-and:; dearly be+ 
loved Son of God ?: © the main advantage ! 
© the unſpeakable fayour ! Hear how theho. 
ly Ghoſt extolls the fuperexcellent bencfitof 
this peculiar Providence by the mouth of my 
Prophet, : Bchold, 1, eyen I will both ſearch 
my ſhecp, and ſeek them out, as a Shepherd 
iccks at night for the ſheep which are ſtray'd 
or ſcatter'd from his Flock in the day;ſs will 
ſeek out my Sheep, and will deliver them out 
of the places, where they have been fcatter'd 
in the cloudy and dark day. And I will bripg 
them out. from the People, and gather:them 
from the countrys, and will bring them to 
their. own Land, and feed them upon the 
Mountains of 1/rael by the Rivers, and'inl 
the inhabited places of the Country: 1 will 
feed them in a good paſture, and upon the 
high Mountains of 1/racl, ſhall their food be; 
there ſhall they lye in a good Fold, and-in4 
Fat Faſture ſhall they feed upon the | Mour- 
tains of 1/-acl. I will feed my Flock, and-1 
will cauſe them to ly down ſays the Lord 
God. I will ſeek that which was Joſt,& bring 
back again that, which was driven away,.and 


will binde up that which was broken { - 
wi 


, 
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| wil ſtrengthen that which was ſick : But I 


willkeeþ the fat and the” Rtrong, and. will 
fed them with judgment: 'T will make with 
them -Covenant ' of peace, and will cauſe 
the. evil Beaſts to ceaſe out of the Land, and 
they-ſhall dwell-fafely in the Wilderneſs, and 
ſkep'in the woods. And T will make the places 
round about my hill a'bleſſing, and I will 
anſe the ſhower to come down in his Seaſon, 
andthere ſhall be ſhowers of bleſſing. 

. Fell me, 'O man ! what greater care could 
be expeted from a watchful Shepherd, or 
what ſweeger words could I make choice of 
to expreſs my unſpeakable kindeneſfs for all 
mankinde, for they are the Sheep that I have 
taken {0 much labour and care to preſerve, 
they are that dearFlock for which I have ſpilrt 
my blood, and loſt my life, and therefore 
thou'muſt not underſtand the words of the 
HolyGhoſt of any material or brutiſh Flock ; 
No, no, He*means thee* and the reſt of mor- 


tals, and therefore He concludes, ye are my Eſai.40.11 


Rlock,the Flock of my Paſture are Men. They 
aemy Sheep, and I am their Shepherd ; nei- 
ther'is ita common Paſture I- promiſe unto 
them, nor the abundance of Earthly wealth, 
butmy own Fleſh and Blood which contains 
avalt treaſure of ſpiritual graces; and of a 

uliar Providence, - whereby, as a'gracious 

4 bountiful Lord I do-rule and prote& my 
be Spiritual 


302) 


aother. Prophet ſays of my great care,a 
tender {ove for ungrateful mortals; ip 
Pp - 


{ſays be, feed his Flock-like a true She 
 Z/a440.11. indeed ;for he ſhall-gather the: young, ax the 
weary Lambs, and carry them.in-his boſom 
and ſhall gently lead the ſhzep that, are heavy 
with young ones, and carry them in-his arms 
too, if they be notable to go; what-caft bs 
faid more charming ? The words of the Pros 
Phet Royal are indeed no leſs, for they [ſeem 
£o proceed from a.heart throughly. .inflan'd 
with my love : The Lord fays he,is my Shep- 
herd,& therefore "tisimpoſlible that 1 ſhould 
want ; having, fo. good, and ſo bountifula 
Keeper ; He makes me to ly down in greet 
Paſtures: Heleads me befides the fill wa- 
ters, and (which is a far greater benefit then 
all the reſt) he has converted my Soul, and 
has reſtor*'d unto her, her former beauty 
which was wholly loft by Sin; and now Hz 
leads mein the Paths of Righteouſneſs for his 
holy names fake ; I might tell thee of ſevergt 
other propertys which are given to meat 
Scripture ;as that of King, becauſe I govern; 
and defend my People ; that of Maſter, /be 
cauſe | teach, and inſtruct them how thoy are 
to decline iniquity, and keep always withit 
the ways of Righteouſneſs ? a Phy litipn,! be 
cauſe I cure them of all their diſtempers, My 
TI ore, we 
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{Spitituat as temporal 7 but the ſweeteſt 

da gfall,- and” that which pleaſes me mioft, 

Jar of Spouſe, becauſe” it repreſents” my 
kwe.dand Providence to mankinde more am- 

ily and of greater importance to them, "for A 
Witte their Spouſe. 1 muſt forſake Father! and Gen, 2! | 
{1:20 adhete-unto them, 'and put on their 

aitare too, To that they and I ſhall be hence- 
forth'as/two in one fleſh : Oſays St. Par, this Fpher. ;. 
wi great Miſtery : But I ſpeak concerning 32- 
Chriſt and the Church. *T'is ſo great a miſte- 

ty'that thon and all mankinde have reafon to fere. 3+ 4 
wee above alt creaturesin the World,and 

toery unto me, Thou art our Father indeed, 

our powerful protectour, the Guide of our 

youth, and the only keeper of our integrity ; 

nay fays St. Ambrofe, thou art all things un- ,, ,,.. 
tus, if we be wounded, thou art a Phyſiti- qe virg. 
altocurcus; if We be in a Feveriſh heat, 
thou art a fountain to quench our drought ; 

if We be laden. with iniquity, thou art. the 

Lamb that came fronrhcaven to take away the 

ns of the World ; if We be in need of belp, 

owart of aw omnipotent power, and thou 

haſt the Will to aſliſt us. an all our neceſlities : 

We fear Death, thou art life everlaſting : 

it We deſire Heaven, thou art the way to it: 

EWe be willing to-avoiddarkneſs,, thou art 

te Light; if Wo want. Food, thou, art the: 
le-giving bread. Fell me © Man,caw'ſt thou 

'Y/ 8 | ', imagine 
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imagine any thing in this World more plori- 
ous, more precious, more lovely, mote-ho- 
nourable, or more: advantageousto thy Sou 

then'to enjoy me, who am thy Creator, -thy 
Redeemer, thy preſerver, thy Lord . thy Fa- 

* ther, thy Shepherd, thy Phyſitian, thy Ma- 
ſter, thy Keeper,tly Bearer, thy Strong wall, 

_ thy Defender, thy Caſtle, thy 'Spoule, and 

thy Allin All ; What treaſure ean any man 

have in this World to confer 'npon his Frind 

that 1s to be compar*d to the leaſt of all theſe 

Lztamini henefits. The conſideration hereof makes the 
wo youne | Prophet Royal invite all the Righteous to re- 
juſtiz:g1o- JOYCe,, and to be glad in the Lord, and all 
riamini thoſe That are upright in hear to ſhout for 
omnes joy, as if He would ſay, let others rejoycein 
I; 199%, che Riches and Hononrs of the World, otkers 
in the Nobiliry of their blood, and high ex- 
traQion, others in the Friendſhip and favour 

of Kings and Princes, others in the excellen- 

cy and preheminency of their Stations and 
Dignitys; but ye that have God for your 

1:ord, for your p»ſſeſſion, for your everla- 

ſting Inkerj tance, rejoyce in good earneſt,% 

plory in the peaceable frnition of fo greata 

Licafitr ©, for your happineſs is greater then 

theirs, by how much God is more excelent 

Plat 1 then his Creatures, as my Prophet declares 
11,12, 1,19 theft words; Quit me O Lord, and deli- 
14, 15, Yer me from the hand of ſtrange ow" 
whole 
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whoſe mouth ſpeaks vanity, and their right 
and is.a right hand of falſhood : That ogr 
ns. may be as Plants grown up in thcir 
outhz that our Daughters may be as corner 
None: poliſh'd after the ſimilitude of' a Pal- 
k&;.tha our.Gardens may be full,affording 
all manner of ſtore ; that onr Sheep may bring 
forth thouſands & ten-thouſand in our Fields, 
that. our Oxen may be ſtrong to labour, that: 
there-be no breaking in nor going out z that 
there be no complaining; in our Streets, Hap- 


py is the People that be-in'ſuch a caſe. : But Bearus 


He faid from the very intrinfick part of his "Ps .. 
Soul,that happy, and ten thouſand times hap- ef OT 
pier is that People, whoſe God is the Lord; cjus. Pje/, 
and he gives this reaſon for it ; He that en- 143-15, 
joys him, is In poſſeſſion of- that one good, 1591 
which comprehends all goodneſs that. can be 

defir'd, or thought of. Let who will glory 

1a. thoſe terene and tranſitory. bleffings,as.for 

my part fays he, will (whilſt I breath,)glory 

ia the Lord my God alone ; and ſo. ſays. the 

Prophet Zabacuk too;Tho' the fig-tree ſhould 74bac. 
not bloſſom, tho? there ſhould be no fruit in 17,18,15 
the Vines, tho' the labour of the Olive ſhould 

fail, and the fields ſhould yield no meat, tho? 

taeflock ſhould becut off from the Fold, and - 

there ſhould be no herd in the Stalls, yet 1 

1ll rejoyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God 

ofmy Salvation. The Lord God is my ſtrength 


and 


Fer.25.31. 


(226M... 12 
and he will make-my feet like Hinds feetgand 
he will-make me to walk upon; -mine high 
Places::. To the chief ſinger-0%- my ſtringh{ 
Inſtruments. | 7 3D bit 

-Theſeare the treaſures, this 1s the. glory? 
which I have prepar'd even tn his lf 
thoſe that ſerve me, and I think/them ſufficts; 
ent-motives forall mortals to love, adore;&.; 
reverence me, who am ſo good and ſogratt 
ous Lord to them: But on the . other fide, 
*is a-ſubje& of great diſpleaſure to me to. ſee 
them,: after all my-goodneſs,{0 prone to negs: 
let my Service, and run after. the falſeand-! 
fatal pleaſures of the World, as tho" I were' 
not worthy their conſtant affetions; But alas!. 
It wasever fo with mortals ; their Ingratis. 
tude is as ancient, in a manner, as the : yery! 
Creation of the World, for the ſameabomi-' 
nation 1 jound among the 7/raelites, and haye-' 
tax'd them with it too, by my Prophet Fert-: 
my ; Hear ye the word of the Lord, O houſe, 
of Jacob, and all the families of the houſe of 1 
Iſrael. Thus ſays the Lord, what iniquity 
have:your Fathers found in me, that they are! 
gone far from me, and have walk'd after vis). 
nity. and are. become vain ? Be aſtoniſh'd, 0:1 
ye Heavens, at this horrid ingratitude | and: 
what is-it ? ”Tis that my People have commit»! 
ted two greatevils; they have forſaken me 
in the' firſt place, who am the plentiful foun- 


tain 


\ [thonght of to 'make a People happy. O man! 


/ [ave Þto be diſpleas'd with Chriftians, who 
/\. [leflings as well temporal, as ſpiritual, and 


; [flat ever: was heard of; and efter all theſe 
© [{Atraordinary great favonrs to be (lighted by 


(3679 
kin of living! waters ; and in'thenext- place, 
theyh&ve hew*d: out for themſebves” broken: 
(iſtertis that'can hold no water. O ungrate-- 
ful Generation, hear the word of the-Lord'! 
Havel been & Wilderneſs: vnto 1frech,- or a 
land of darkneſs. Have they already forgot- 
ten the ſeveral vifories 1 gave them of their - 
ecemies, and the manifold bleſſings I have 
confer?d upon themſelves for ſo many Ages? | 
k this the return they make me of all my 
lindeneſs,' to tell me confidently they will 
come no more” unto me. Can a Maid forget 
ter ornamants, or a Bride her Attire ? yet my 
fople have forgotten me,days without num- 
ter, notwithſtanding 1 am all their ornament, + 
tieir-plory, | their "beauty, and all that can be 


If 1did ſo:much lament and grieve to ſee the 
People of 1/-acl prove fo ungrateful to me, as 
odiſown me, after all the favours I heap'd 
pon ther, -which I muſt confeſs, were but 
temporal Bleffings : how much more reaſon 


kereceiv'd from me ſo many,and ſuch great 
fr whom 1 have ſoffer'd the moſt cruel death 
lem every day more then other, nay. they - 


ry moment-crucify me ancw . with. ther . 
wilful 


Non hunc , . | 2 4 
* {cd Barra- Wilful wickedneſs, they willingly poſtpaneÞ; 
bam. Join. me to. a;Barrabas, and tell me plainly .thes | 
13. 4-- arc better plcas'd to have the world for that 
_ Lord and Maſter (tho? never ſo deceitful; ad 
nare ſuper Crucl,) then to be ruPd.by me , whoſe yoke 
nos. Luc. 1s ſweet and whoſe burthen is both light:ant 


18. 14 pleaſant. una 
Jugum e- P | IG for 


m me- 
_ \uave M A N. A 
cſt,& onus 7 el 
meum [e- Moſt gracious, Saviour ! Thou; iſ} |? 
4 —_ Ora to be diſpleas'd with us hy * 
hadft thou caſt us of, and abſolutely givenus 
video me-OVEr into a reprobate Senſe, our ingratitude 
liora, pro- has deſery'd it ; We have ofcen experienc 
boque; de-the tenderneſs of thy love to ns, and there p 
pram - is not a day, nor an hour, no, nor a nioment' thr 
TIER of our life but receives the bountiful influs I” 
ences of thy Paternal Providence 35 We know 
likewiſe that thy yoak is ſweet and that thy 
borthen is beth light ; and pleaſant : We are 
alſo convinc'd that a day in thy Court is bets 
ter then a thouſand ſpent in the World, and 
that it were more for our Sonls advantage to 
be a Door-peeper in thy houſe, then todwell 
in the Tents of wickedneſs, yet notwithſtand- x. 
ing all our knowledge of thy goodneſs, andot hol 
the World's falſhood, baſeneſs, and horrid (i 
deceits z We blindeand graceleſs te Bal 


bar 
fort 


P/a.83-17. 


te! 


will forſake thee to ſerye fo cruela Malteighy,. 
who. 
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Twbo will undoubtedly deal with us after all 
qi: le promiſes' of great Fortunes, vaſt 
Traures,rare Pleaſures, juft as the ungrate- 
fl Zzban did with poor Facob, he made him 


{..and in the concluſion He gave him 
forall his exiraordinary pains and labour but 
zblinde, deform'd and ifl ſhap'd Leah. To 
this Man the World will promiſe long life 
29d health, and cuts him off in the flower of 
Age ; to another, He will promife Wealth 
ad promotion, and afcer a deal of ſlavery to 
attain it, ke is ſtill in the ſame ſtation ne bet- 
ter then a beggar : He1nſpires another with 
great defgns, he will puſh him on to {ſtruggle 
fora Crown, and when he comes to it, he 
throws him into a precipiece with more ha 
ad worſe luck, and breaks his neck into the 
hargain. To another He will promiſe a great 
fortune by Marriage, but when he is poſle{s"d 
ofthe Lady, and thinks himſelf happy for 
Jer; he findes himſelf more. unfortunate 
lien before, for in lieu of getting Wealth by 
ter; he loſes what he had bf his own, and is 
Jeapt.into priſon to boot, for her debts. IC 
of ould traverſe the circuit of the World, be- 
4 401d Countrys, view Provinces, look into 
1 $&ls, enter into private Houſes, and to the 
allaces of Princes, 1 ſhall hear nothing elſe 
hg "t lamentable complaints of the Worlds de- 
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CIT: 
ceits ; ene will deplore the Iofs of his pfe > 
tiful Eftate, another the ſudden death of 
Eldeſt Son contracted, and ready to be fifa; 
yd toa great Fortune. Another niourns 
the loſs of his Daughter and of her great 
tion too, whereof he can't avoid the 
ment, and that adds mainly to his gre& ors 
row-Another will tell me that he ſperit thi 
mony in courting a rich Widdow, in'tt6 ed, 
to purchaſe a good Eſtate with the prodigy 
of her conſiderable Joynter, and that (to tis 
utter deſtruCtion ) ſhe dy'd as ſoon as he was 
marri*d'to her: This Lady will lametit'that 
the was depriv'd of her firſt love; andthe, 
that ſhe has very bad ſucceſs in her Lovers, fot 
they do all flight her. The Merchant will 
complain of a great loſs he had at Sea The 
Soldier, that he is not prefer'd according t0 
his deſerts,and withal,that he is like to flarve 
for want of his pay. The Uſurer will tune 
up his pipes to the loſs of ten per Cent. and 
of his principal too, which was very Cotife 


derable. In fine, there's no ſtate or condith | :i 


on but will have ſomething,or another toll 
of the Worlds deceits. - pI. 
Can there be a greater deceit then whit 
Weſecdayly before our eyes ? The watll 
does promiſe renoun, and everlalting t 
to all his Followers; yet» we ſee they ate i 


ſooner dead then forgotten. There's not's Al 
of |: 


fot = 5" 57 £2, $43 or 20 >. 
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ſiuadred thoufand of choſe g2Vant ſparks 
f. have made a great figure in Ut 
> when' living ) now remembred% nb; 
once nam'd. What'ts become of x{1'thoſe 
dn'd Heroes, thofe' famous Generals, 
ſuperiour Officers, thofe marſhial Cap- 

ne thoſe Rout and deſperate Soldiers,thore 
nd and wiſe Councellours, thoſe 'Etni- 


i | tent ukes, thoſe great Princes,thoſe pow= 

» || ings, and Emperours, thoſe excellent 

” ens, thoſe worthy Lordsand Ladys ? wha 

4 femerahers them now ? or who once thinks 

{1 of them ? not one, their memory has pe- 

| rilfd with their life , to fulfill the Pro- 

& | pliets prediction of 'em ;, and to accompliſh 

4 | the words of Fob, their remembrance ſhall be Perijc mes 
(6 ; Aſhes trodden under foot;and thoſe of hc- Moria co- 
" David; they ſhall be as duſt blown abroad [ og ——_— 
il Sith the wind. Paul on? of the firſt Hermits, p74; . e. 


\k | liv foreſcore and ten years ina Wilderneſs, 7. 10. B. 
4 | 38d during ſolonga time he never convers'd #/*4. i. 4. 
vith Men, nor knew any of the World's in- 
trizues, He made himſelf alcogether an Ali- 
& £6 1 It, yet the World remembers iim #ill 
2 fionours his memory too; wheres all 
thoſe p3car Perſons, I'but now mention” d, 
Li al made it their chief bn{inefs to know,and 
to he known to tie World, are row clearly 
torgotten ; ſo that Fmay very well compare 
0.t £oveto! ws 0 1 for orcerful Hoſt, who if he 
Y Bdb'2 | .:fres 


(372) 
ſees his old Acquaintance paſs by his Lani 
poor condition, He takes no notice"of hims 
and it the old Cavalier ſhould repine'atHhis 
ſtrangeneſs to him, and tell him that he was 
formerly a very good Cuſtomer to his houſe, 
his reply will be, that he believes ſo, butfo 
many comes that way, that he does not take 
notice of all; ſuch an Inn-keeper muſt be dealt 
with, as St. Paul, and others of the ſame Spi- 
Tit, dealt with the World, We muſt uſe him 
x, and take no notice of him, but paſsby 
him without giving him ſo much as a bare fa- 


tate, this 1s the only way to oblige him to're- | 


member us, and make him ſpeak of us'too, 
very often, tho' We ſhould be in another 
Country, or perhaps rotten in our graves. 
The World was never better ſet forthin 
1's own colours, then by a certain learned 
Author who tells me, that it ſeems to the'eye 
noble, goodly, fair, friendly, free, and gor- 
geous z but when it comes to the proof, We 
finde it's qualitys quite contrary, and are ex- 
perimentally convinc'd,that it is a meer ſhad- 
dovr, a perfect ſmoake, and a fine Image of 
plaiſter-work, that is full of old rags and 
patches within fide. And this makes St:\A:- 
. &nſtincry out, O molt miſerable and deceit- 


ful World ! Thy grief is true, but thy delight iid 


is 11ſe ;, thy ſorrow is certain, but thy ples 
fares are much of thy own nature, fading, 


failing, ]-2ni!; 


(373) 
failing; vain, and altogether uncertain : Thy 
paigsare permanent, but. thy repoſe falſe, & 
xranſitory,: Thy tolls are intollerable, & thy 
xzewards are moſt contemptable : Thy pro- 
miſes are great and Princely, but thy pay- 
ments are beggarly : Thy miſeries are void 
of conſolation, and thy happiacſs is mingled 
\with all kinde of miſery. 
A man will eaſily diſcover the manifold mi- 
ſeries of the World, if he ſtands above it, or 
far off from it, even as a mift is better ſeen at 
adiſtance,then cloſe by it; It's therefore thar 
| virtuous and godly men have an abſolute ab- 
borrence of it, becauſe that in their eminent 
Station, they have a fnl proſpect of all its va- 
nitys; but whoſoever has any commerce with 
it, the firſt entertainment he is to expcR, is 
to-be led blindfold with the proſperity there- 
of, that he may not ſee the miſery of his own 
condition, nor the way to better himſelf; & 
In this caſe the world deals with his filly fol- 
lowers,even as the Raven does with the poor 
innocent Sheep, the firſt thing he does before 
»hetramples on his back, is, to ſtrike out his 
Jes, that he may not ſee the way to. eſcape 
his;/tyranny. | 
113;This is exactly the world's praiſe; no 
:[{aoner; has he bereft his poor & wretchedCiti- 
::2en;of his Spiritual Sight, and put him in that 
2gt/tr eſs'd condition, that he knows not how 
A + {op "Bb 3 "9 og 
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id wats (374 3-02 10 8069 © ont Pl 
._, ta;judge between; gend and exil, vahity " 
veridy;) trucnd $a}fe/pleafures, but he workF' 
hiniaſleep,' bindes him ſweetly, and decetves? 
him pleaſantly, torments him zn great peace* 
and reft;, gives him a, Proud Spirit, which 
ſhall place him upon -the. Pinacle of greefy* 
Ambition, and thence ſhews him all his alfy-" 
ring dignitys,and charming Preferments.The 
Worlds projets do-not end thus, He has his' 
deceitful Merchants, that when they make' 
ſ#le of their Cloth and other. goods, ſhew the” 
firſt and laſt part of them, but will not admit 
the buyer to view, ſearch and ſee throoghty, 
leſt he ſhould diſcover the cheat. He has fe- 
veral hundreds of falſe Prophets. at his com- 
mand to flatter, and divert him, (as they did 
Achab) ftom hearing Michacls counſel,ot th- 
kingany notice of the.torments of his Con- 
ſcience, that tells him of the dangerous ſtate: 
of his delnded Soul. He has a thouſand llie ahd' 
cunning fiſhers that will lay pleaſant baits to 
** draw him. into further miſchief, He has 7 
thouſand times more Strunipets of Babylut at 
his pleaſure then Solomon had of Queens ayd 
Concubines, and theſe. he imploys to preſefl 
him provoking liquours out, of their goldef! 
Cups. Bur alas ! "tis a dranght of deadly; pol- 
ſon to their Sonls. He has at: every door dt 
his enchanted Pallace, an alluring 7el to-ens 


Lice him to take off his fatal delizhts and plea- 
{ures; 


| fores » each of them having:;their hammer & 
| nyils, to drive through his brains when he is 
I ina ; Fa aft fleep:. He has alfo a flattering Jouv/in 2, res, ;. 
eery corner ready toImbrace him with/one 
40d mutther him with the -othergand/a- 
ID likewiſe, to givehim a kiſs, -&/he- Maith, 24. | 
y him at the ſame time ſuch enemies, as 
Wake delight to torment him. O my Soul! g,, ,, 
4 vs fly with all ſpeed from fo perfidions, 
nicious,and ſo dangerous an Enemy. for 
y bo ſhould love him, he 'wHll hate: us, if we 
ſhould put our confidence'in him,he will cer- 
tainly deceive us : If we ſhonld ſerve kim, he 
will Mit us'* if we ſhould honour him; he 
will debaſe'us : if we ſhould be of his fation, 
he will undoubtedly damnns : In fire, if: We 
fhould be $6 enamonr®d with the World; as:ro- 
love, and adore it more then God himſelf; & 
fold: we make our ſelves his: abſolate flaves 
to be the more in bis favour, he will certain- 
Ir prove another IVabal tous at the fagend 
of our mortal life, and givens the -ſame-an- 
fer, and che ſameentertaintnent ag he: gave 
th David, and tots Servants, that is, to ſend 1 Rez. 25: 
ns ; into the next world witha ſurly- kick for 
all our * Pins taken in hisServiceand with-a 
who is David, or who is the Son -of Feſt, 
thet I fhouſd know him: Let ns therefore my 
Soul”! take notice of Davids advice to all mor- 
Wt, and lo99k upon che World hereafrer 
[> Bb 's ” 2/1277 -NOt 


I 


{379 ) 
not only as a Iyer, but. a meer; Impoſtory let 
us then fly-from. all. it's pleaſures, and itra- 
ſures, and principally, .becauſe .thou- haſt © 
Lore, calld them thorns, .as indeed theyarg 
Pſal. 4+ for even as a Man when he is caſt naked a 
_ mong, thoins, can't chuſe but have his: body 
Sin Evang. TENT» and torn, and made bloody -3.$0 any. 
5 worldly mans Soul harraſs'd with: the mank- 
fold cares and thoughts of heaping up wealthy 
mult be ſtrangely perplex?d-with the reſtleſs 
pricking of-the ſame, neither-cag ſhe be' free 
from mortal wounds, having ſa many ſtrong 
temptations and preſling allarements to bring 
her toSin. We have; a vulgar.-ſtory. whoſe 
moral part ſhevrs that Riches. cannot- be-poſs 
ſeſs'd without anxietyand great care, Actr- 
tain man of a mecanick calling, having 80+ 
thing to ſupport himſelfand family butwhat 
ho purchas'd. by his honeſt labour, liv'd note 
withſtanding very merrily ; and urter*d-day+ 
ly ſo many pleaſant ſtrains,as evidently avere 
the produdas of a mindenot only.eaſy,%& cont 
F treated, but void of all tormenting care. This 
| being obſerv'd by.an Uſurer,(a dayly witneſs 
of his poor but happy life) that was.notalits 
tle amaz'd to ſee him ſo neceſſitous,and withs 
al ſo merry ; he reſolv'd to try, whether mony 
would allay,or increaſe his mirth- Andithere- 
upon convey'd a hundred, , pound, inte:;þis 
homely habitation, really thinking, (har oo | 
| | | WOU g.2C 


77) es 
would4ugment the poor”, mans mirth to ex- 
ee;but-the concluſion was diretly oppoſite 
{@ fisexpeRtation, the man quits his buſineſs, 
is)mploy'd in'counting his new-found_trea- 
fre2-he ſung no more that day, nor did the 
aokt give-himany reſt, only the opportuni- 
tyxo muſe more deliberately how he ſhould 
difpoſc-of his Caſh, a thouſand projects pre- 
{antthemſelves: cither to inlarge his ſhop,or 
to'take a 'whole houſe and to improve. his 
wealth by letting of lodgings ; now he was 
ſor-purchaſing aſpot of ground to build up- 
anand immediately for putting it to intereſt 
kiorder to prefer his Children; in the morn- 
ihe returns to his uſual buſineſs, but was 
{heavily and with ſo-dejected acountenance, 
that his neighbours admir'd at the ſudden 
thange of the man, and 2sk'd him what he 
aiPd, and what the cauſe might be that inter- 
rypted them the hearing his delightfyl and 
merry voice that morning above all others : 
among the reſt the Uſurer came to ſee him, & 
hearing what. moan his neighbours made for 
tis ſo ſudden melancholinefs, he beg'd their 
excuſe expreſſing himſelf ſorry that the man 
hadloſt his mirth, that was ſo recreative and 
pleaſant tothem, demanding withal his bag 
of mony, which he left there the day. before; 
whatTaid the poor man,does that treaſurg be- 
logg to'you ? why then take it in gy _*- 
g-=O or 


4. 


Ecd.1,2,3, ble and afiiction with them, -and Solomer the, 


P3il. 4. 


to manage his money to the beſt advantage,;, 
'ny and grievous fins ; that of theflys was wok 


for Gods; I may ſay the ſamo of worldly-men, | nap 


Pf) 
for had it ſtay'd longer with 
tainly have run mad No [ooner was hertitih) 
of his Mimmon, but he clear'd; his brow, 
tan'd his voice, and return'd 10/his/buſine@;&, Hen 
merry notes. © c 20:02 2660 oat t 
This is an argument thatRichesbring troy; oy 


me, I ſhouldcer. 19 


wiſeſt of men confirms it ; --and St. Pj, 

avers that where the love of Riches is ong, [147 
ſerr1'd, the peace of God is utterly excluded; | hu. 
and this 1s a greater loſs then our underſtand, | .5:.: 
Ing can comprehend z in a word that man who, | x ” 
puts his fifart in histreaſure has areſtle6$ouh, [4/44 


Ih: [104 
Rprit 
'of 


get 


and this.is the greateſt misfortrne incident 49, 
mankinde. He is like a Clock, ( which-when, if 
winded up) will never leave it's motion till tht 
the weights be down,”tis the ſame with bimy, [166 
his mind will never be at reſt whilſt ſo many, | j344.Q, 
cares, and anxietys poſſeſs it, which--areth, ther 
it, as weights to a clock that keep It alwayy | phe 5 
going ; fo when others are in their ſiveet,ng [160 
poſe, he is breaking his brains contriving hoft; |av@,, - 
ple; pl 
hickot 
ohh 
crit 


Is 


Of all the Plagues that God was pleas; 
to impoſe npon the Egyprians for their- Mi 


intollerable becauſe they werefo cruelly, t 
mented by the very creatures they kad ador 


that of all the Miſerys- and 'tronbles/-whur he 


J 
1) 
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+ vpon2et for-their,, offences, this 13” 

ofthe greatoſt,- to; be tormented and. 
wouſly perplex'd with the cares even of 


2 |evouſl 


1) 
's 
) 


1 


_—_ 


[je them to thoſe unmerciful Tyrants, 


tat thing, which they adore as. their God, 
Fiz which they! plzce-their chiefeſt feli- 
:*Afnd-Tet theur: uſe 8)l- their $kill to for- 


\ [theſe cares,; they can't poſſibly expell 


ff; and>this adds much. to their great, 
iſaſter + no, 'they will aſſault them in the 
nofiving, and ſhall bear them company all 


[&y; neither ſhall they leave them at night, 


they will enter the bed with'7e, and 
&ptive them of reſt, they ſhall be the ſub- 


of their dreams ; ſo that I may well com- _ 
Qut noe 


nec die 


therewith thon O Lord, doſt threaten the, 
eked by thy prophet, which ſhall allow hun re- 
them'ho comfort or eaſe, either night, or day. =m 
This is a very great. affliction I confeſs, and /7*7- 36. 
(&ofily reafon hereof, is, that thou haſt = = 
tken -away thy peace from fo terrene a Peo-'cema po- 
peg phng'd ſoextreamly in their pleaſures, pulo iſtq, 
Mthout the leaſt care of their Souls, or dicit uu 
ftohght of heaven ; and therefore have they per 
& divorce from thy mercy, and a con- diam, & 
Manceof their deplorable ſtate even with- miſcratio- 
hopes of thy commiſeration. | nes. Jer. 16 
"Aid really if 1 give credit to what the z(;, $9. 


opherEſayfays of them ) their condition 


is Hs 


bad ; that it can't be better expr 
i” then 


(380) 
ten by his own words. They put their:teaſ 
in things of nothing ſays he, and dortalksf 


ranitys : They conceive labour. and bring | gey' 


fortiy iniquity. :. They break the eggs of Sets 
pents, and weave'the webs of: Spiders : He 


that ſhall eat of. their cggs: ſhall. dy 3:and || 


that which is hatched thence ſhall be a Cocks 
trice. Their webs ſhall not make cloth toy 
ver them, for that their works are unprof;- 
table - and the work of iniquity is in-their 
hands. There's not a word in all this; the 
Prophet's deſcription of the Rich of this 


World, but contains a myſtery : -by: the | x 


firſt, that they put their truſt in things of no- 
thing,we may very well conceive the: v4 | - 
nity of Riches, which if enjoy'd to day,:to | 


morrow' they -may be ſnatch'd from us,- and | iy 


perhaps our lives too, for lucre. of them: |: 
And he who takes them from us, may : like- |- 
wiſe loſe them ſoon after with the ſame: dz- |- 


mage, if not a greater, I mean his Soul's loſs | 'vy 


for ever. They conceive labour, 'O whata | : 
deal of toil do poor worldlings take to.heap * 
up treaſures, how many perilous yolages | 
to the Eaſt, and Weſt- Indies, how many. tedli- 


ous journeys by land, to this and . that [other | Wi 


Fair, how many dangers of being rob'd,:and 
of loſing their lives too ? Day and. mgit | 1 
they are afraid of: Thieves ; nay, ,they daic |: 
not truſt their own Seryants, noz- noc thei; 

| | Waves, 


(381) 

} | (tives; with the keys of their. treaſurcs for 
f | ſet /they ſhould rob them- of their mo- 
« | gey's (and - if any thereof be taken-,away, 
> | (avhat an angry countenance | will he - put 
e | i ! what corſes, what Imprecations will-he 
| | mke ? What a conſternation will the whole 
- | family be in ? every one ſtriving to clear 
- | kimfelf, will make his earneſt Addreſs to the 
- | Conjurer ; andas he is apt to tell lyes, being 
| great a familiar with Lucifer, he may make 
| theinnocent criminal, and the criminal inno- 
| «eat 5; for with him favour goes by bribing, 
and/he that gives him moſt, ſhall have his beſt 
word, tho? he were the greateſt Knave in the 
whole Pack : this is the labour, now let us 
hear th*Iniquity it brings forth, is there not 
wo pronounc'd to them, which .-draw ini- 
-quity with the ropes of vanity ? The ſame 
-Prophet ſays that they break the Eggs of Ser- 
-pents. Plzay the naturaliſt rells us, ( and our 
'v0yn experience confirms it, ) that the bird 
*which fits upon the eggs of a Serpent, by 
{breaking and hatching them , brings forth a 
*Xenemous brood that will moſt certainly-be 
theutfer deſtruftion of her ſelf. ?Tiseven ſo 
'With 2 man that ſits ( as it were ) in-brood 
28pon' his" Riches, and does affet them over- 
much; they will certainly be the deaths of 
*his Soul, and in the interim will make him 
22!moſt miſerable wretch whilſt ":1rys.jo 
#3 3% 114158 


(382) 


this World, always in fear of 1ofing 
for they are as.apt to change Maſters, 
Spiders web is to- be broken; with t 
puff of Wind ; this wants ng confrjnk 
for the man in the. Goſpel ratifys a W 
with exceſlive-care and Jabour had. 
ſo vaſt a quantity, of Riches, that. he i 

forc'd to =_ down his old Log and * 


ſumptuouſly apon them many years ; Ts Is 
Soul was ſnatch'd that very night. from hin, 
and all his great. preparations were uſeleſs.to 
him. This .inconſtancy of Worldly wealth 
occaſion'd the ſaid prophet to fay, that.the 
webs of thoſe weavers ſhall .not make cloth 
to cover them withal, nor ſhall their works 
be profitable to them, and that none but the 
works of Iniquity ſhould remain in their 
hands : whereby he lets us know that who, 
ever loyes, and follows theſe vanitys, 
certainly load his Soul with ſo great 2 bure 
then. of iniquity, that he will tink into, the 
very loweſt Hell, where thoſe who had gluty 
ted themſelves with the Worlds pleaſurgss 
delights ſhall be grievouſly tormented, and 
then they will know that their riches FS 
thorns indeed, that not aply rent their h 


this WW orld, but will wound their Soul _ 
T £ ternally 


£.:14 > 


- 


ly 16 the other.” Theſe thoughts are now 
vom their minds, but Whert their glaſs 2s 
Wt & that Frim Death appears unto riiem, 
Wow bitter will the "remembrance thereot 
kg bord plac'd all-their 
whpitieſs in Riches ? Whit a grief was 1t00 
a6 der the great, that had conquer®d moſt © Mors 
"of the World in leſs then twelve years, quan a 
i himſelf ſefzd on by Death, and'Sum- Mara < 
Md to appear before thy moſt dreadful ;,; homi. 
y; hal, when he deſir'd moſt to live, and ni habemi | 
tit pf the joy-and delight of all his victories ? pacem in» | 
What x heart-breaking will it be to thoſe that 4" 3 _ | 
hpfoy alt their time in building of houſes, 
parchaſing eſtates, increaſing riches, procuring 
dyniries.making up matches, laying out vaſt 
ns to'uſe,, when they ſhall ſee themt- 
ſVes; even as ſo many Princes Mules, ' dif= 
Grp" of their treaſure,and turn'd off with 
bicks gaul'd into ſome naſty ſtable, nay, it 
Will de far worſe with them, for after their 
ep travelling in this World, logden with 
and Silver; which had extreamly gall'd 
"wretched Souls, they ſhall be disbur- 
thited ar the day of death, and ſent" away 
th their wounded confciences to the dark 
nd loathſome Stable of Hell, there to conti- - 
nie for an Eternity. O my Saviour *'" theſe 
Gfitlerations well meditated, are able- ro 
milifs/ a heart of Stcel, to'moye any man to 
a ri? 


54 
a true repentance of his paſt follys, to 
in him an abhorrence of the world, ahd; 
its vanitys, and. make him reſolve to exipley 
the remainder of hisdays in thy Service, that 
art.abſolutely the beſt of Maſters, and whe 
rewards”"to thy faithful Servants are-far ſar 
paſling the pleaſures & treaſuresof thisdaby. 
ding world,as thou doſt exceed the creatni, 
Eternity, the Time, & the etegnal joysof hp 
heavenly Court, ;the ſhort.and.. tranſitbry 
Joys and delights of-this Land. BN 


SAVIOUR, 


| - "+5588 

E muſt be a moſt perverſe and hard 

| hearted man indeed, that will not:love 
me after all the ſeveral benefits, and mattifolt 
favours which 1 have confer*d even in'this 
life upon the generality of mankinde, which 
are in a manner nothing to what I have pre* 
par'd for my Elec in the other , for theſeare 
{o incomprehenſibly glorious, that eye us 
never ſeen, nor ear has ever heard, neither. 
is man's underſtanding capable of conceiving 
their exceſſive greatneſs ; for I am by native 
infinitely good, amiable, and liberal, conſe 
quently what I haye promis'd, prepar'd, and 
ecreed from all Eternity to beſtow upon my 
Ele&,muſt be no leſs then my ſelf (objeftive) 
as your. Diviacs call it: and ( formaliter) the 


moſh | *- 


dear, the moſt delicious, the moſt plea+ 
e moſt blefſed union, and fruition of 
ne Ef for al ehicy. O' che In 
{Et able, the rious,the Inter- 
able felicity of : viefet Soul! thar ſhall 
2nd "reign with God who is L;, nite in 
ty, in glory, in power, in wiſdom, and 
rei all his Attributes, that ſhall' enjoy 
and without any interruption his 
fed Viſion, fo unſ] peakably comfortable,& 
ſatisfa&tory to all her. ſenſes, and this, too for 
an Eternity ! A God likewiſe, that is the a- 
bundantx headſpring of all delights, the incx- 
hauſtible fountain of all goodneſs, the moſt 
opulent treaſury of all riches, pleaſures, Joy, 
Perfcttion,and of all things deſirable , or ne- 
cefſary to compleat her.everlaſting happincſs! 
This is the eſſential and principal reward of 
the Bleſſed. But beſides theſe, there are other 
innumerable joys, which I call Secundary re- 
wards, and theſe are alſo ſo great, 2nd fo 
many, that they do abſolutely ,tranfcend 31! 
meaſure, and number, and wilt thou not O 
man! love a God, who has lov*d thee grarss, 
and to that exceſs, as to give thee himſelf, & 
all that's in his power. A God that moſt mer- 
Gifally loy'd thee, when thoy wert in a&tval 
whellion againſt him ; wilt thou not love the 
Eternal Father who in the exce£s of his love 


for thee did nnt ſpare his only ane dearly be- 
E ; Fwy et 
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lovedSon,but deliver'd him into the power 
moſt. erue} Enemies that crucify'd himz& thy 
was for:thy ſinsatone,as well as for thole&fall 
mankinde? wilt thou nagt love hins that; hayby! 
the pr. fion of his moſt precious; bloud ſree' 
thee from the power, and -unſpeakable, ane 
oviſhes of Hell, and it's eternal apo th 


place -thee-in the moſt happy company; 
beloved in glory 2 wilt thou not love his 
who has choſen thee even before the. waylds; 
Creation, who has call'd thee by his Grace;; 
and has predeftinated thee in Chriſt fromall; 
Eternity ? wilt thop not love me who.am the; 
only Son of God, in whoſe Faith, and / Grace! 
thou liv!ſt, who has lov'd thee, who has fub- 
fer?d for thee, who has call'd thee to his.Ser- 
vice, who has redeem'd thee from the-:ingols! 
lerable _ burthen of the Old Law,. from, the; 
damnable yoke of Sin, and from the eyertaſt:; 
ing thraldom of Hell. O man ! Wilt thoy; 
not love me whoam ſo feryent a: lover as;t0; 
purchaſe thy loſt Soul, not with the Worlds, 
contemptible Coin, Gold or Silver, butwithj 
the moſt precious and Sacred bloud of-myi 
whole body, Wilt thou not love me whg.am; 
thy. Creator, thy Saviour, and. [Judge and: 
who. was, in mercy. ..pleas'd to  becomer this 
Brother. and Advocate to00.z Bays Lam iis 
much-in-love with thee, that the day, ,b&0#6: 
i departed the world, .I bequearh'd — 


- 
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"precious body and*bloud to feed thy 
phl,5a5'7 perpetual monument of niy/ tender 
jow'to all mankind: fe, wilt thou hot 
Ivy6te;” who beſides the aforefeid Mercys, 
Bkeaefirs and Bleflings, have given thee foctom- 
te," und fo porenta” Madiatrix in Hea- 
bis my moſt dear! and -SriperexceaMent 
ther"; Saluted before my conception- in | 
roſe very words by my Angel; Hail Mary 4, gratis | 
fl of Grace, -the Lord is with thee, Bleſſed art plena. | 
thee among Woven, Bleſſed" #« the fruit of thy £1c. 1. 29, 
Wenb.” Since I the Eſſential truth do affirtii 
this,” they muſt be ' inipertinent and repro- 
knely Wicked, who deny her that Special 
Prerotitive. BY 
"7Fhou ſhouldſt love as much the Holy Ghoſt; 
foby* his Wiſdom thou wert Created, and 
byRis Providerice'thou wert govern'd, in {0 
mach;that thou can'ſt not produce one meri- 
tifious act withont his divine Inſpiration, or 
tal 'motion,” Therefore Tis his gracions 
gdodnefs which gives thee the Will, and the - 
Mver'to perform any good thing,"'cis He that 
SpPeaft to inhabit, ifluftrare; and inflinie 
WHeart with an ardent deſire of thy cternal” 
wyationh: In a word, thy Obligation to love 
and honour the moſt glorions Trinity;- is the © 
very Tame,as thow haſt to each Sacred Perſbn 
there cantain'd ;: It being the ſole Sduten”* 
ori For WHE 5 
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the Father, the Son, and the:Holy Ghoſt haye 
done, the very fame” thing has the;Bleſſad 
Trinity done; being butone' & the ſame God 
in thoſe three diſtinct'perſons: > - +199} 0! 

O Man ! ſhall notall theſe powerſul motives 
repleniſh thySoul with divine love,cyen a54hc 
Dew of Heaven doth fill the Vegetives:with 
vivifying juice,or ſhall not this make my grace 
ſhine in thy Soul, as Davids burning Lamps 
of aſfeftion , which no terene:. waters-conld 
ever extinguiſh! I ſay in thy. Soul; that it 
may diſperſe thoſe: filthy vapours of. carpal 
affections, which have in a manner lul'd;her 


into a Lethargy 5 And as thou wert.created | : 


roenjoy the fellowſhip of Angels, let theſe 
demonſtrations of all my Favours to mankind 
in general, and to thee in particular, kingle 
ſuch a fire of divine love in thy Soul, as when 
ſhe departs thy body, ſhe may aſcend to.He- 
ven in it's aſpiring flames. Haſt thoy;not 
heard what I ſay in the Goſpel to theeyaud 
to all men ; that ye ſhould not rely upon them 
ye call Father on Earth ; for you have byi.qne 
only Father, who is in Heaven, and is Telly 


ſo-in a far more eminent degree, then$ct |- 
ther Carnal, or Spiritual Father whateye : |: 
For from him thou didſt receive thy. Soul/by | 
his immediate creation ; and whatever agyal- | 
' "rage thou haſt of nature, from thy..Pargnk$0! |? 
fromthe Concurrence of any celeſtial and$< |: 


col 
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widtanſes,thoureceivedft the ſame eminent- 
How Him, whois che Principal Anthour 
fall things, (Sin only-excepted.)) Thy Phi- 
loſophers confirm this, for they tell thee;that 
:2wefF prime-and Original cauſe does: influ- 
'thee the-cffe&-more 'then- any ſecond.cauſe cauia pri- | 
"Whatever: ..., ma plus | 

»*:If thow by all Laws; Natural, Divine, and !*flsic 
"Poſitive art ſtrictly commanded to love, .re- | —_—_— 
"yetence, honour and obey with all ſubmiſſion que cauia 
'thycarnal Parents, how much moro oughteſt ſcunda, | 
thou to love,” honour, adore and obey thy gc 
Heavenly Father, who is the Original of all —__ _—_ 
. | ,”Paternitys, as well in Heaven, as-on Earth, ternitas 


"#ad from whom all cauſes have their 1&ion, i in Czlis & Wi 


"their motion, and their Fecundity. The .rc- !* *<rra 


nominarur | 
v ' 


'\niſkeſs and frequent failings of all mortals in Epbel. 
"this their incombent duty,, gave mc occalion., rs. 
*6/make'this forrowful complaint ; the Son i 
'oes/hear | his Father, and the Servant does 9-1-5. 
"both fear and-obey his Lord, and Maſter; If |  *- | 
4hethen the Father of mankinde, where's their 
"Tore, their. reſpet, and obedience to .me ?. 
"#94 if ''be their chief Lord, and Maſter , 
iAathere's their: fear and dread of diſpleafing 
hack and transgreſſing my commandments ? _ 
= Apoſtle ſeems toadmire, ſo great a.neg- 
"RK; we have had ſays he, for our Tutors Hebr.12.9- 
"Fathers /oftheFleſh,” and to thoſe We have 
F min fubmiſſion and reverence ; and; ſhall 
"Ip; Cc 3 not 


£120.95 


Aſi. ]J, 25 
334-23.8&G» 


{ - \ 
MES... |. AS 
not We give a far greater reſpe&-/t6vur 4 
ther if Heaven, by whom, and fromwhath" 
We have our being, 'and prefervation L3G! 
ven the very Heithens accotinted itz moſt 
bominabie crime in Children not tro «6bey? 


their Parents, or tos deſpiſe them, 'and:nat! 


regard their commands, and counſtek3'ant 
if in the od Law Thave order'd*all-eouty-/ 
macionz, rebelHious, 'and Avaritions Children 
to be even ſton*d'to death 'without any ff 
ther Proceſs, how much *more'nefarious\ 
crime it is, to be refaQtory tothe omniportit” 
God/and Father, and to be To great, and Th 
cruel a rebell to him, as'to crucify him-ere 
moment'in his dearly beloved Son ? This is 
hairious an offerice that Itan but reſent" 
andfay by my Prophet, willa "man rob God 
of his honour, 'and of all his Prerogatives4' 
this is the common injury which the gorers-" 
lity of mankinde has done unto mie , for they* 
have indeed rob'd me, even'the whole "gene- 
ration of them. PLS! Ls 
' Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O'Earth: 
I have nouriſh'd & brought np Children, & 
they have rebelPd againſt me. The Ox knows 
his owner, and the Aſs his Maſters. crib: 
Iſrael does not know me,” neither doe 
People confider me. Ah! Sinful-narion!thit 
they are , a'peqple "laden with inirqvie\7 
a Teed'of evil doers, Children that w—_ 
is | ge oF alle hn rupte 
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OE 8% and greater ers of 
they hve e all forſaken the be Log, whey. 
ho l proyok'd the holy one of 1/r4e/ unto” 
Apge6r Their Princes are rebellious, 3nd the. 
panions of. Thieves :..Every one. Joyes 
,i2ad follows after rewards; they judge , 
e-Fatherleſs,. nor docs the cauſe of the. 
Widdaw come unto them., But I wall caſe me 

wy Adyerfarys,. and revenge me of mine. - 
f—= =p 3 then ſhall come the utter de ruQi- 
B+ 209 ruice of all Tranſgrelfors, and. Sin- 
183-3 And they that have forſaken me to fol- 
low rig World. and ic's ; unlawful pleaſures, 
ſhall be wholly coaſumd. They ſhall be as an 
oy whoſe leaf fades, and asa-garden that 7/a/.20, g, 
Ae-Water 3; They ſhall ve. as Tow and. 
and ſhall bath;burn together, and none 
be.able to quench their flames, & to fulfil 
4 of my-Prophet, I ſhall make them. 
$9.fory qven in.;thetime of my Anger ;. 1. 
oy iyallow them up-in my wrath, *nd the 
"ny vil devour ther. 


-fl. Check to MAN. 


0 NY Ungrateful man ;] haſt thou 'not. juſtly Os 3-948 

Sſern'd mele dreadfyl .effets.of my 
Kayy-indignation and:Wrath 2 for in the ve» 

I-eardiamof the. World 1, created thee ta 

_— Ipage agdihenct 1 haz, oy; 


ba, on 
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Qed thee! in the Law. of nature-Which 
wert.te-obſerve, and to rcgulatethy: 
by: #he:;diQtates.;and-[Maxims: thereof.1Thaig 
alſo, printed-the:: ditamen 1of :Reaſon' thy 
Sovl cher: thou might thereby 'difcerh be» 
ry ixt good andevil; truth and- falfhoodgtht 
Creature and thy Creator : Buv thou nnograte- 
ful Wretchzand moſt unworthy of fuckextr@ 

ordinary favours, haſt from the very--begin- 
ning ſhaken off my Yoak, broke ty "Chains, 
and haſt declar'd: openly that thou» wouldft 
no longer live ſubmiſſive *to my: decrees, 
longer obey my. Commands, neither would 
thou ſerve fo good and fo'bountifnl a Miſter, 
bat. be a-Tenant at will; ito embrace ; whate- 
ver was-ralt pleaſant to'thy brutiſhvpaſſion, 
and moſt chaiming to thy rebellious-fclina- 
tions ;. wherein. thou haſt/rranſgreſs'd/thes- 
-grcement that had paſs!d betwixt us, broken 
the Contra, violated:the' Law, and- haſt 
cancePd . thy. bonds wherewith thou tadf 
bound thy ſelf; and thy: Deſcendents-tothe 
World's end, to live upright, faithful, add 
obedient tomy. Will,-and ro my Commands 
for ever: And what was itthat enga Cthee 
toincur the guilt of ſo-- horrid a'crime?-the 
fear only of diſpleafing thy filly Wide, Or 
-gratitude never to be paralell'd 1 What,"mol 
a faokiſh and phantaſtical creaturebethono?'l 
| as ohey'd. ? _—_ then vs who am thy'On- 
1 (08331 i. Ny 
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ent:God; and Creator. 'I-prodncd thee 
with'C a/ faciemus only ) out of the Howelgof 
the:Earth,'to- makerthee 'happy-for an Eterni- 


' yyviththe perpetual fruition"and viſion"of 


my divine Eſfence'; bur thon haſt *perferr*d 
before foimnienſe and unſpeakablea bleſſing, 
arrated Good; vile in it's Tel, tho? 'plea- 
Ant/torhe eye;' and-ſweet to rthe'tafte, /and 
mhat'was'it ? *Tis an eternal ſhame,” #1id'an 
infinite difgrace'for- all manKinde to hear it 
thention'd ; "was nolefs, then to poſtpone 'me, 
the Fountain of life,' andall-my Glory, for a 
*Frifle, an Apple: *Heavens are you not aſto- 
nbd! that a reaſonable man ſhould make'ſo 
-unreaſonable#nd ſilly a-choice.” Thy: incum- 
bentdaty, and indiſpenſable obligation was 
toadhere unto me all thy life, and to phaceiall 
-tby happineſs in me, who” am; and ought'to 
"beg 'thy firſtand laſt end ; but thou” inſtead 
'thereof, haſt ſcatrer”d thy affetions'amongſt 
-vaif, frail and'tranſitory things; and to corm- 
+pleat thy-misfortune, thou haſt plung'd thy 
>felf into many ſeveral, and'moſt abominable 
* Adolatries.”-I gave thee exprefs orders, ro'dea! 
»with thy Neighbour as thon wouldſFthy: ſelf 
- ve dealtiwith, and todo =o 4 raw injury 
-then to-thy felf 3{yet thon haſt Ubiethe eoh- 
\:trary«a thouſand times, and haſt been refra- 
> tory to that, as well as to all the reſt of my 
femmands.:- And alas!” *tis: too common a 
103307316 diſtemper 


(1394); 

Jiſtemper with all mortals, for they deceiv 
one aniather. in weight, meaſare, rule; Fog 
words, and tokens. I have commanded thee 
:6 practiſe thaſes famous - precepts of Wy 
calogue,. which arg' binding as- well by 

Law of Nature, -as by the: very dictates: of: 
natyral reaſou,; and thou baſt: transgreſ6d; 
them all without the leaſt Scruplezor remorſe! 
of conſ{cience;ſo- that thou haſt corrupted thy: 
Soul-in all thy ways, 3nd haſt made' thyſelf 
abaminable by thy manyfold iniquitys, -by. 
thy hatred, by thy thieving;by thy higheway:' 
robbing, thy extortion, and oppreſliqn. of: 
the poor ; thou mak*{t nothing of murdering / 
thy Neighbaurs, & depriving them as well gf: 
their worldly ſubſtance, as of their repytati-' 
0n,.2and good name ; Adultery, and gven' 
Sins againſt nature, are ng more with thee, 
then yenjal Sins ; ſo that being by thy Gress; 
tion the beſt, and the. maſt nable -of allapie: 
mals; thou haft made thy ſelf a Beaſt, ani: 
more vile then the warſt of Brutcs, by fubs! 
-mitting thy ſelf wholly to the. moſt upryly? 
paſſions of thy Senſualitys, & luſtfyl deſirgs;: 
Is fine, all Creatures cry out againſt: thee for 
revenge of fp many, and ſuch. great. lyjuries 


which thou haft done to thy.Creator. + ++ | 
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ind thou, O'Chriftian:Man ! haſt mare 

A \difhonour?d me; then even -the' yery 
agats]/4nd Infidels. 1 told:the Jews a while 
des ry-Paſifon, that' had+ I net-come my 
ſf,and ſpoke 20 Them, their Sins would not- 
have been altogether ſo grevious. How much 
ntore reaſon; have 1 to ſay the'ſame to thee, 
migratefol; and 'diſobedient Chriſtian ? 1- 
kwemy ſelf - inftruted thee, (or to fpeak 
moreproperly ) the Primitive Church in\it's 
very Infancy; and left my Apoſtles alſo, to- 
| teachand confirm them in'my Precepts, and 
EvangedticalCounſels, which they ' firmly be- 
liev'd, and faithfully obferv'd for ſeveral 
years; bubefpecially during the-time- of their 
zratcit traibles, and-grevious perſecutians, 
wherein Millions of thouſands of ?em have 
ſuffer*d' death couragiouſly rather then deny 
their Faith; -and have wrought ſo many, and 
ſuch ſtupendious Miracles 'that many -more' 
Souls were-converted by.them, then-had been 
byallthe Preachings & [Inftructions of either 
th'Apaſttes, or their Diſciples ; fo that in a 
very ſhort-time-a}ll the -Potentates, Sublimi- 
tys, and Dignitys of the World, ell the'Sub- 
tilitys of /Philoſophers, all the magick Arts, 
add illufions of Wizards and Witches, all 
| | | the 
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the power of mankind, 'and” their 'Earthly 
Kingdoms, were wholly ſubdu'd and brovyit 
nader my obedience. But alas ! ſoon after] 
had'confer'd the Bleſſing of a profound Pette 
upon my Church, and had utterly deſtroyJ 
all her Enemys,and heap'd uport her Honours, 
Riches, Dignitys, and all proſperity 'inii- 
nable, and that her glory ſhin'd thronghall. 
the World , her devotion began to diminiſh, 


her Charity to grow cold, and ſhe made" ef | '© 
thoſe very Ornaments, which' were” given | - 


her by me'to ſet forth the luſtre of her:glory | 
and the greatneſs of my renown, the ſubject 
of her Pride and Vanity :  and- her ' Clergy 
too, have chang'd that which ought to be ſpi- | 
ritual, and only for the maintenance of the 
poor, into-their own temporal- Emoluments, 
and have ſpent it to entertain their 'carnal 
Friends and Relations, and to increaſe'thetr 
own Ambition and Luſt ; ſo that 'the won- 
derful'/beauty of her grace, the ſplendor ofher 
exquiſit virtues, the glory of her: heavenly 
wifdom;the excellent gifts of 'the Holy Ghoft, 
the Infter of the eight Beatitudes, of the 
twelve Ffaits, and the reſt of the* manifold 
yraccs and favours which I confer*d upon 
her, in' order. to make her an accompliſh 
Spouſe to my ſelf, is in a manner 'tbtally-de- 
cay*d in her, and is her ſelf ſo much alter 

from'what ſhe was in her PrimitdVe"L0k 
= nar 
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that; .of a powerful Queen which had for- 
merly.the whole Univerſe at her command, 
Without any Adverſarys.to diſturb her, ſhe is 
become. .a-\poor handmaid diſrob'd  þy- her 
 Faemys, and, by. them confin'd to live in one 
{mall corner of the Earth; neither is ſhe there 
tres from perſecutions and troubles, bat la- 
-meats both day and night the finful and rui- 
nous-ſtate of her incorrigible and rebellious 
| *Ehildren, Have I not great reaſon then to be- 
Fail her. condition, and ſay, Alas ! how is c.._ 


"RS nes 


> : MULrYJITUS 
caſt out into the ſtreets. The precious Sons 26s 


of.Zion comparable to fine gold, how are they ,,.;.... 
gſteem'd.as earthen pitchers. They that did &c. 

feeddelicately, are now even hunger-ſtary'd, Lame«:. 
{and they that were brought up in Scarlet do /**+ 4: * | 
imbrace the dunghils. Her Nazarites were 
.pnarer then ſnow, they were: whiter -then 
milk, and cven more glorious than the moſt 
gliſtering Rubys,for their Souls were adorn'd 
.Fith grace, which gave them a far greater 
Juſtre then the moſt poliſh'd Saphires + But 
'alas! now their Viiage 1s blacker then a coal ; 
hey are not known in the ſtreets -. their 
:$kin cleaves to their bones: nay tis wither'd, 
and. become as dry, and 2s: black as a rotten 
Rick, Thou O Chriſtian People! haſt. with 
Ay iniquetys 3 brovght 2ll theſe diſtaſters & 
TH horrid 


ww 


(/398:) | 
horrid. confuſions upon niy'Church; tar art 
the fatal cauſe of all-her deformity 3} thou, art 
the unfortunate inſtromient- of alt fer dejeRhs 
ons, oppreſſions;and ſlaverics; thou att ties 
wiſe-the fote promoter,” ang ':Atorof thing 


own temporal, and eteraal' cahamicys$-'ahd' | 


therefore the puniſhment —_———_— | 


- be far greater then that which [ have 


upon Sodors and Gomorrah; for all their abo- 
minations and crimes, (tho? extraordinayy” 
great ) were nothing ſo heinous it my fight” 
as arethy Sins ; neither are the unbelievifif” 


Nations ſo wicked and viciouſly given as are | 


many thouſands of. Chriſtians in this wicked” 
Age; Sothat, the Infidels who were ſo much 
enamour'd with the Chriſtians of the Pri2' 


mitive Church (by reaſon of their unſpotted': ' 
lite, godly behaviour, and pioas converſati-' | 


on,) that thouſands of them forſook * theit: 1-* 


dolatrys to embrace my Faith; - had they” . 
known, and ſeen their ſordid, their wicked,* | 


their Scandalous life and converſation;} in 


a 


theſe latter corrupt centurys (tho' they Were 


nere ſo much inclin'd to be of the ſame”bew!! * 
lief } they would neither be of their profe(-* 
ſion, nor would they ſo much as converſes : 
with ſo Scandalous a generation, for tlie" | 


live, as if they were under no Law, and'do” 

Sia even againſt the Law of Nature ; where-' 

as the 'Heathens have a veneration for mode=' 
; — 
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$y.andi honeſty; and-for-all:other. moral: vice 
mes; Which-are:aow adays totally, tegledd- 
ediby: Glriſtangnay;they ara ſomuch avers\ 

from them that-the- deſcription” which ,oy- 

| Prophet Excc/ael gives of the Sinagogues,' 8+ 

| hominations and villanys, imay bevery \well 

| ppli'& to:theirenormonscrimes & offences. 

| þ;This general diflolution,: and finful liber- 

' tw-6f Chriſtians:gave occaſion to ſeveral vir- 
tyous and zealous men to ſhed many bitter 
tears!;and induc's: them. to believe that the 

generality of Chriſtians had conſpir'd even 

with;all:the Devils of . Hell todiſhonour,antd- 
defpiſe.me, and that ſo publickly, and with 

f much 'impudence, that even the very Hea- 

 thens abhor their impietys, and -are opinio- 

| nated that God, has forſaken,” and deliver'd 

| them up into their power to chaſtiſe them for 

| their abominations, end wickedneſs, even as 

| the; People of 1/rae! were expos'd to the rage 

| and; fury of Nebuzardan cheif Commander 

of the -King of Babylen's Army ; He himſelf 

| tells Feremy, thathe had his commiſſion: from 7, 

| me.todeſtroy them. The Lord thy God ſays 5. 

| hez-has-pronounc'd this evil upon this-place;; 

| {and allit's Inhabitants, and now the: Lord 

| | has-brought it.upon them, and has done ac- 

' \ carding: ashe ;has ſaid - becauſe .they- have P[:! 21 8. 

- | kngfagainſt the:Lord, and have net obey 'd: 

' | his-yoice. The Prophet Royal is-no leſs:dread- 

| 5: full 
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Ful in, his deſcription of my Anger. -again(f 3.0 


the Wicked, thy hands fays he, ſhall -finde 
out thy enemies ;_ thy right hand ſhall Fark 
out thoſe that hate thee, Fhou ſhalt make 
_-w as.a fiery oven in the'time of thine An- 

: The Lord ſhall ſwallow'them up in his 
Wrath, and thefire ſhall devour them. Their 
fruit ſhalt thou deſtroy from the Eartb, and 


their Seed from among the Children. of men; |F 


for they intended evil againſt thee; they-imy- 
gin'd a miſchievous device, which they ate 
nOot able to 
the wicked in the fulneſs of their ſufficiency 
ſhall be in ſtrairs; that every hand of the 
wicked ſhall come upon them ; that when the 
wicked is about to fill his belly, God ſhall caſt 
the fury of his wrath upon him, and ir ſhall 
come upon him while he is eating. The'Hea- 
ven ſhall reveaT his iniquity, and the Earth 
ſhall riſeup againſt him - the increaſe of" his 
houſe ſhall depart, and his goods ſhall flow1- 


Way In the day of his Wrath: this is ſays he, 


the portion of a wicked ntan from God, "and 


the Inheritance appointed unto bim by 
God. 


would not be ſo very prone to vice and wick- 


edneſs, but that their Rulers and Superiours | 


do ſpur them on by their ill examples; and | 


. :That 1 am rather to' be blam'd, becauſe Thad | 
"nt .commitre<! ks 


perform. Nay holy Jeb fays, that | '*! 


Thou wilt tell me perhaps, that Chriſtians |/ 


-- 


bi 


b 


4, hs | 


Etotmitted my Flock to ſach mercenaries,  & 
*ravenous Wolves, who could not be ignorant 
of what might follow in fo ſcandalous a go- 
»vernment,” nd chiefly for that,I have faid, 
- according as the Judge is, (fo the people will 
© be;- and 'tharfaich will-he the Inhabitants of 
-the*City; as arc rhe Magiſtrates 3 That the 
Paſtors andRulers, which T haveet over my 
Flock have ated rather like Tygers then Pa- 
; tours to thetfi': for the whole generality of 
»Chriftians are-ſo miſſed by them;rthat they fix 
{their affeFions only upon ſuch terene objeRts, 
8s are molt pleaſing to their (criminal inclina- 
_ {ations. Bur what is thy intention by making 
»this objeQtion ? Wouldſt thon indeed . make 
. | *methe Authour of thy Wickedneſs? That js 
| | {nor poſſible, -for thou know'ſt that I am juſt 
im-alt my ways,& holy in all my: Works. Thou 
{canſt not be ignorant, but thar my chooſing 
;{fuch ſcandalous Paſtors is an evident, ſign of 
ay anger againſt the.People, nay, thou haſt _ 
hezrd me fay by one of my Prophets, I will Dabo Re- 
give theea King inmy anger, and Rolers in £9 2% 
my. indignation 5 and by another, I will & princi- 
eve Children to be their Princes, and Babes pes in in- 
«+ |;##1[rule over them; And the People ſhall be Vgnarions 
f | oppreſs'd one by another, and every one by Of. 09. . 
g |{is Neighbour : The Child ſhall behave him- x. 3. 4. 
4g |iHeif proudly againſt the Ancient, and the 
4 |'bafe - 2gainſt 'the: honourable.. /Nay, I will 799-34 33 
2 |'make the-Hypocrite to-reign for the fins of 
Dd hs 
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the-Peaple. By this thou maiſt infer, that af 
I withdraw the afliſtance,of my.. grace., frogy 
the wicked, the faulc is. their own, and, nat 
mine, for I am always-ready. to-comply with 
Sinners, When they, anſwer.my. expectations 


lamity,, and mock; when their fear ſhallcome,, « 
As for thoſe Superiors and 'Rulers;that,do, 
by their il examples bring .their Inferiguzs. 
and Subjeas to utter deſtruQion. and loſs, of. | 
their Souls, I will certainly require themax; 
their hands, and they ſhall anſwer to me Soul, 
for Soul ; for tho' I make uſe of . them in, this. 
"* life co chaſtiſe my Flock, yer after all, I hall. 
eondemn them to Hell, even as 2 compallix; 
onate: Father does caſt the rod into the .firg; 
after he has whip'd his dearly beloy'd Childe, 
therewith. | 


A Check to the Religious Man... 


A Nd thou O religious Man! (in naming : 1; 
k thee I meanall thoſe of thy profeſbon) 1. 
whom I have choſen amongſt all nations-to., 
be a peculiar People to my ſelf, to adhere unto |. 
me alone in all fincerity, to love me with all4,; 
hy heart, and to ſerve me with all the pus: 
rity, perfection, and fervour imaginable.y.->: 
Wilt thou alſo be of the number of thoſe. unr: it, 
 Zrateful Chriſtians that combine, with. thanks: 
World to perſccute me ? haſt thou. not derihng - 
SOC, 24 ; clar's F; * 


ES Di Ms Bo ©. 2. A. 


—» 


( 403; o | 
| Hit tanf 4 mortal Enemy toit as well 
 bythy” Solemn'' vows," as 'by thy *Baptiſimial 
proreſtittion'? The- three fatal Armies tiie 
Fra brings -into--the field to. fight poor 
Sos; and worſt them too{ if they can Yare 
| chi coticnpiſcence of the Fleſh, concupiſcence 
| of th&Eyes, and Pride of Life ; to theſe three 
| hore haſt declar'd thy ſelf an implacable' E- 
by thy 'vow- of Chaſtity thou haſt 
refs'd, 'or at leaſt haſt ſworn to: deſtroy 

; | the concupiſcence of the fleſh; "by thy vow 
) "Poverty thou haſt utterly renount'd the 
7 @yneupiſcenee of the Eyes, and by thy vow 
ef Obadience thon haſt made:thy ſelf an ab- 
lnteftranger,; and a profefs'd Enemy to the 
Pride of Life s and beſides, thou haſt ſo- 
) flemnly-in the preſence of God and his An- 
gels proteſted to renounce all proper love, as- 
the only offpring, and fatal - fource of all 
manner of vice. I call proper love that where- 
"Iby a rational creature Joves himfelf in him- 


> ICI and another for his own advantage; bo- 
):Invur; and pleaſure, without any reference 
*9&G98, or his laſt end. This is a monſtrous 
% fittie, and a Soul- killing fin & but the only 
"I#4y to deſtroy ir, is to love thy {clf, an alt 
i 1 25 wharſoever, purely'in God, and- for 
> IGo6 F one ; and to love God ſincerely for — 
Wer more then all by fo doing thou \ 


| I! refgn with God in his- eternal felitiry:- 
ot if thou doſt really 'aimat-ſo- glovions* x 
Dd 2 congueſt 
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take it by force. If thou wilt but learn to love 7%: 


thy 


— 


þ.< 


— 
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| 01? 1\vt Vid | 
gueſt of thy ſelf thau muſt. make.uſt-af.ghe. | ©! 
means'to attain jty} which are povert pf 
lity;.mortification,. pennancey [Faftingy and 4 
humiliation, thou;muſt joy fully ſuffer dexifi- | -; 
on, \injurys, tribulations perſecution, Adver- | -71 
ſity, Infirmitys, SubjeCtion, .and-all things | 5: 
that-arc able tq-debaſe, ang, depreG thy old _ 
deprav'd man: This is the only. way-te con- |" 
form - thy ſelf to-'me, who, have ſuffer'd all |''* 
that's hererehears'd,& more too for-thy love; |i* 4 
this is the way alſo to deſtroy thy :proper. |\*% 
love, and to become a proficient in all farts. |; 
vf virtue, 1n humility, patience, meek; eq 
ſobriety, and Chaſtity, in the love of God, |t2% 
and that of thy Neighbour, in pennance,in- [ih 
teriqur peace, and inall the gifts and. fruits big 
of the Holy Ghoſt. In fine, there's nothing 4 
contributes more. to the utter deſtruction of | | 
thatcurs'd and proper love, then: the  canti- ig 
nual mortification of thy ſinful appetite.,and |, 
paſſions, and the powerful hatred. of thy ſelf; | 

. for he that hates his life in this Warld, }: 
ſhall keep it to life Eternal. The-perfc& ab- cf 
' "negation of thy ſelf together with the.lively 0'7'$ 
and:cruciform imitation of me, is.a moſ{r, ex- 8 
quifitand powerful-means to expel, it.cntire- FiQ 
ly:from thy heart.-If any man: will come after Ply, 
© tet him: deny -himſelf,. and take up his f” £ 
Grxols daily, and foHow. me,-for the Kingdom & b 
: of Heaven ſuffers violence, and the :,violent -$, 
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If thus in God, thou wilt be truly 
Fm and wile; but -Alzs'! the ifolly-and 
, rverſenoſs of men is fo'great that'they will 
not Rudy this holy ſcience, they negle&this 
barely keſſon, and trifle away their' time in 
"riding, or <diſcourſing* of 'terrene,: ſordid, 
*-atid DN toons metters? \contrary to; this 


ſ things which God: hks commanded thee. 
- O Religious Man ! kadſt thou imploy'd 
P «18h tine faithfully in the ſerious conſiderati- 
on of thy incumbent ducy toGod, andof thy 


main-obligation to quit thy ſelf intirely of 
2 "at private and proper love, which prevents 
"thy iacreaſe in virtue, and which is alſo the 
"fatal ſource of all. diſaſters and croſſes-inci- 
"dent" to thee in this World, thou wonldſtcer- 
- tainly enjoy plenty of eafs and :comfort in 
[brug mind ; and thy Soul. would ſwim 
"1a the pleaſant waters of 1ny Grace; thou 
"-wouldIt alſo fecure thy ſelf from thecrernal 
'' torments of Hell, and purchaſe a moſt glori- 
n j Orony m Heaven. Moreover thou mult 
2 w that a Religious life, is a ſtate'of per- 
og fotion, and not to go. forward therein 1s to 


— 


; pinion that i it 1s the highway to fempRer-_ 


'" nal damnation. Now lay thy hazid to thy 
© breaſt, and examine what progreſs thaw haſh 


—_ © $06d advice of the Wiſe, think 'always of Eccle, 


| 
N Cs 
o backward, which is the: utter perdition di. ol 


þ be thy Soul ; nay, the Holy. Fathers are of gredi ct. , 


_ made? in $his School of virtue; if m to ma- 
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ny yearsin Religion, thou doſt find thy # Tarf 
P/a.25.12. ag; prone to Pride, to Vanity, ' to' Anger,” 
impatience, to fooliſh and idle wor 80 
as thon wert before thy entring int? it, 
where's thy glory ? where's the fruit of- at 
thy labours ? where's the faithful perfor- 
mance of thy Vows ? Does not iniquity bely 
it ſelf, thinking thou art a Religious ritan, 
when indeed thou art none at all ; thou only 
haſt the name of one. Thou- appeareſt 'to'e 
Deviſum living , but really thou art dead 3 Thy heaft 
eſt cor eo- js divided, and the World has 'the greater 
:nreribun. [NATE thereof 3 but what will follow ?” thou 
ti. Oſce, 10. (MAIL undonbredly periſh, unleſs thou doft'a- 
wend thy life.'1. know thy works, that thou 
Apecal. 3 art neither cold, nor hot : I would thou'wert 
15216, 17- cold or hot, but! becaaſe thou art lukewarm, 
and neither cold, nor hot, I will ſpew thee 
out of my mouth : And becauſe thou' ſayſt, 
I am rich, and jncreas'd with goods, and have 
need of ncthing ; - and knoweſt not that thou 
art wretched, and miſerable, poor, and blind, 
and naked. Such men do commonly think 
themſelves to be upon very good terms with 
God, and therfore are cock-ſure of heaven”; 
but alas! in the hour of Death they ſhall 
find themſelves groſsly miſtaken. '' 
Pre.29;20. Tis a crime of the deepeſt die in a Chi 
Tbid. 21. ſtian, but "tis much more abominable in'a 
23. Religious Perſon, to be inceſſantly ' prating, 


ang uttering WOrCs at random”; it's there- 
| fore 
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Ces the he wiſe ,man ſays ; ſceſt thou a man 
rl hafty in his words.” there's no more 
hope of his corre&ion,then' of a Fool's,' he 
ſays,in another place, whoſoever keeps! brs 
mouth and; his tongue, keeps his Soul from 


troubles. But. St. Fames is more plain in the Fac. i 2d 


caſe, for he ſays, if any man among you ſcetn 
to; be Religious, and bridles nor his torgue, 
but. deceives his own heart, this man's Reli- 
gion.is-vain. 'Tis not the habit that makes 
the monk, neither is it the tranſporting 'of 
Key Body out of the World into a Mo nafte- 


AL 


fix oh upon God alone, Ng art a fee reli 
glous man, but if thy affetions be ſettled 'up= 
on terrene and tranſitory objeds, thou'can'ft 
lay, no claim to the title of Religions, nor to 
the leaſt ſhare of God's glory. Another 
touchſtone whereby thou mayſt eaſily know 
whether thou art really a Religions Man, or 7+. 13. 35. 
not., 1s, if thou-beeſt in Charity with all the 
| World, by this ſhall all men know that'ye 
are.my diſciples, if ye have love one' to 4+ 
| nother ; Moreover this is my precepr, and ir 
| alone, is enough to work thy Satvation,”1 _— 
puaRually, obſery'd, becauſe that al other | * 
Precepts. are. virtually contain'd therein : 
It's therefarc St. Paul ſays, whoever loves £55. 1344 
his Neighbour, fulfils the law, and my'ſi- > 
_ Dd 4 -Preme 
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preme Vicar on Earth exhorts all mortals tw: 7 | 


hare x mutual love one for th? other, becaitſe +: 
Charity covers a multitude of Sins, Antdthe>1 
ſame. Paul after his rettirn from his \wege- 
and myſterious conference with God "ire } 
the third Heaven, ſays, be' 3e therefore-! 
followers of God, as dear Children, "and: 
walk in love, as Chriſt alfo loy?d us, and has: ; 
given himſelf for us, an offering, and a Sa 
crifice to God 25a, ſweet ſmelling Savour ;-fo- 1 
yeought to expoſe your lifes for your Bre- 
thren. And Sr. Jerome 1 in his Monaſtixal Rule;” 


4 Fw ſays, that Charity revives a man in God ; ſhe" 


alone. compleats the Religious man, 21d the 
Monk too ; without her Monaſterys are Hells" 
upon Earth, and th Jnhabitants are Devils, 
but. with her, they are Paradifes, and the 
Dwellers are all Angels. 7 
: Þy the Premiſes thou mayſt ſee that Fra 
ternal Charity is the fundemental Virtue 6F 
a Religious ſtate, ahd of Chriſtianity too ; but 
alas if 1 judge of thy Charity, by thy beha- 
viour to thy Chriſtian & Religions Brethren, 
1 ſhall nd thee altogether an Alich-to it” for. 
"ts laid in Scripture, tho? I ſpeak with the * 


?.tongues of Men and Angels, and have 'not» 


Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or a 
tinkling Symbal: And tho? I have the 'pgift-pf 
Propheſy, and underſtand all myſteries; amd 
all knowledge ; and tho? I have all Faith, fo 


as Lo remove Mountains,and haye no Charity, 
I am 


——— — —- 4 
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1 am-nothing. Andoh tho” fnex pe all Y 
to feed-the- Poor, and ['give wy. to 
be-burnt,and have no rode it profits mg 
thing--Charity-;ſuffers  lopg,. and is kind ;, | 
Charity Eavys:20t, 3 .Chariry . extols not it 
ſelf; is-nor puffed. up, .does nat, behave it ſelf, 
unſeemly, feeks not her owng-.1s not eaily. 
provok'd, thinks not. , ewil, ,rejoyces not .in 
Iniquity, but rejoyces in the. Truth, bears all 
things, hopes all things. £adures all things. 
' This is a raule-which St. Paw kaves, unto all 
mortals whereby they may. . ealily conceive 
whether they be in Charity with all men, or. 
' not; And St. . Fames ſays if one ful fulfils the. 
' whole Law,and yet offends 1 4 one 6 pans be be oa 
\ is guilty of all.. This is thy caſe-O. 
{ thou haſt.Charity for ll, and. withdraws it 
from one Brother, thon baſt none elther for 
Gaod,or for-thy Neighbour, no, nor for | 
ff 3 for thou. art void, of Charity in. 
| reſts ;and as it is impoſlible tho ſhouldff 
| be:grateful to Gotl without Faith, io it is al- 
| ns Th rn thou ſhouldſt be  pleaſin 
| todiitn whilſt thou art not in Charity. une, 
þ=- Chriſtian, br Religious Brother 5 St. Alte St. Angy. 

br this reaſon for. it 3 as the Chratch Ser, 20ode , 

is grounded by. Faith, and rais'd by verb Dow, 

| frivagy ſo. ;Mi6 receives her perfeRion, and 28 
| chniplerooel By Charity: Yom: Th ee 
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A wholeſome Adviſeto all Mankind, 
The Con- (Man entertain thy Gif frequently nrich 
cluſion, NF", theſe: Confiderations,:-and:-with) the 


good Inſtructions which I have given. thee-in. 


the moſt obftinate,/:and the moſt Rebellious; 
of Sinners to a trae| repentance: Remember, 
that it-15 not enough to be well grounded-in 
thy Faith; no,;thou muſt be alſo. well yergd: 
in the-Maxims and/praQtices of a Chriſtiag 
life.” Suffer not thy Mind to: be corrupted. 
with the fallacys of the World, - which will- 
exfily deprave as well all thy Actions, -as thy 
whole life. This was the charge which-the: 
Prophet gave to the Jews-in their Babiloniſh: 
captivity.” You- will ſee, ſays. he, in Babylos: 
Idols of Gold and - Silver, carri'd;upon -Mens: 
ſhoulders; 'to cauſe a terrour and :reſpeRiin; 
rheir Specarours, but 'beware.:you do not; a+, 
dore them with others. When you ſhall ſee. 
multitudes of People coming in great troops 
from alt parts to adore-them, ſay; in your: 


| Baruch 6.3 


tobe ador?d: 1ſay the fame untathee./O man!, 
Thon wilt ſee many in the World adoring: 

. Tdols;: that is, Pleaſures, Vanitys,Rickes,Gold, - 

and Silver, the Fleſk; and their Paſſionszthow 
wilt ſee there, that Vice is in great requeſt; 
and highly honour'd ; and that: Virtue is.de- 
toner preſs'd, 


this -Book, for: they. are ſufficient ta more: . 


heart; © Lord, thou alone are he who ought: 


GAGE Ax, Mea 
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' to/affiſt tliee (in perform 
 as* well as' to thy ug 


FITCH) 


'preſs'd, nay, Nis a ridicuſou us thing ln the 


obition' of Worldlings: "Thou wilt\ hea 


"there ſuch Maxims as were never taught in 
-ahy* Univerſity, but thac of the Repro 
' whoſe thief Preſident is tho--Devil thar* ſits 


night and ay it the chair-of peſtilence, ut- 
rerihig his inferfal didates,' and diſpatching 


' His helliſh Agents to diſperſe them” in the 


World; but be thou careful whom thou'con- 
verſeſr with, and be more wary in chooſing 
thy Cornpany, then thy victuals, for: the 
werſt of this can but anoy thy Body ; where- 
asthe worſt of that will certainly deſtroy thy' 
Soul. But to animate thy felf againſt all evil 
otcurrences, let the true Maxims of 'Chriſtti+ 


anity be "always i in thy memory, and let' the 


Eternal Veritys thou haſt heard from mein 
this Treatiſe be the dayly ſubje& of thy ſeri» 
ous Meditations, 'have recourſeto them when 
thou art aſſaulted with the World's nefarious 


Allurements, and to the end they may ſerve 


as certain Rules for the future condu&t-of thy 
lifeand converſation,peruſe them very often, 


and with the greateſt devotion, and attenti- 
on poſſible. If thou ſhalt faithfully obſerve 


what” I here preferibe -unt9 thee, ' thou-wilt - 


move'me to give thee further Inſtructions in 
the Second part of this:Book. In the mean 
time the Grace of God ſhall not be wanting 
thy duty to] ney. 
urs-in a$ amMplÞa: 
DP e1974 manner 
A 


RE 
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' manner as it is here ſet down. Thy immedi- 
are compliance will contribute largely to the 
eternal hapineſs ef thy Soul, and therefore 
1 give thee the ſame advice that I gave St. 
Auguſtin, which was a happy beginning to , 
his moſt happy Converſion. Tolle, Lege, Perfice. 

Take, Read, and practiſe pun@tually what 


thou readeſt. | 


Soli Deo honor & gloria. 


